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PREFACE 



AMERICAN EDITION. 



The period of church history embraced in the fol- 
lowing volume is one of intense interest, especially 
to the Presbyterian reader. Scotland was the great 
theatre ^f the events here recorded; a country d^tin- 
guished, from early times, for its attachment to the 
truth, and the singular heroism of its inhabitants in 
braving persecution for conscience sake. In no other 
period can we find a more illustrious exemplification 
of the true genius of Presbyterianism. Its intelli- 
gence, its abhorrence of ecclesiastical despotism, its 
zeal in the diffusion of knowledge, its spirituality of 
worship, in opposition to a religion of forms and cere- 
monies, its ardent love for truth, and its miflinching 
fortitude in adhering to principle in the face of dan- 
ger and death, have all been illustrated in a manner 
the most impressive, in the history of our Scottish 
forefathers. The enemies with which it then con- 
tended were at once powerful and maUgnant. First 
with Popery, whose distinguishing trait is hostility 
to pure and undefiled religion, and then with its 
congener. Prelacy, sustained by the civil power, and 
abetted by a world that Ueth in sin, it entered the 
lists, and with its sole reUance on the unfailing pro- 
mises of God, it contended manfully, and although 
often in the fires it was not consumed, and although 
often in the deep waters, it was not overwhelmed. 
The faith of God's saints was most sorely tried, but 
like gold in the crucible, it stood the test and came 
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4 PREFACE. 

forth purged of its dross. The record of those suflFer- 
ings should never be regarded with indifference by 
those to whom this faith has been transmitted; nor 
should the memories of those men be forgotten who 
stood in the fore-front of the battle, that by their 
blood they might secure to remote generations the 
rights of Christian freedom and conscience, as a noble 
inheritance. To have such an ancestry is no com- 
mon honour; to be partakers with them of a Uke 
precious faith, is a distinction more than regal. 

The ancient enemies of Presbyterianism are not 
yet extinct. Popery and Prelacy have one common 
sentiment of dislike to the polity and faith which 
constitute its character, and in the recent revival of 
these powers, that dislike is daily assuming a less 
equivocal form. The present age is full of portents, 
and it would not be at all surprising if in th^ latter 
days Presbyterians [^ould again be called to main- 
tain their principles at the hazard of life. Against 
such a contingency they should he fully armed. To 
a cordial love for God's truth let there be added cour- 
age, and that they may derive strength from the force 
of example, and catch the spirit of the noble army 
of martjrrs, let them carefully peruse these annals of 
past persecution. 

Editob of ths Board of Publication. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The first annunciation of the gospel in Eden 
to fallen man, was accompanied with an assu- 
rance of persecution : — " 1 will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel." And the 
same was explicitly renewed under the New 
testament dispensation, where it is declared 
with peculiar emphasis — "Yea, all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse- 
cution." But, like " the primal curse, 'tis 
softened into mercy;" nay more, it is trans- 
formed into a blessing — " Blessed are ye when 
men shall revile you and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against you falsely 
for my sake : rejoice and be exceeding glad ; 
for great is your reward in heaven." That 
these promises have been made good, the his- 
tory of the Church in all ages bears testimony ; 
and there is no testimony stronger than that 
of the Church in Scotland, whether we con- 
sider the fiery trials she has gone through, or 
the noble records her martyrs have left to the 
truth and faithfulness of God. 

Christianity appears to have been introdu- 
ced at a very early period, and never to have 
been wholly extinguished by the idolatries of 
Rome, in the south-western districts, where 
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the Lollards of Kyle arose as harbingers of the 
Reformation, some time towards the end of the 
fourteenth century. In the year 1407, James 
Resby, an English presbyter, and a disciple 
of Wickliffe, was burned for LoUardism in 
Scotland, especially for interspersing these 
most dangerous dogmas in his sermons, " that 
a Pope was not in fact the vicar of Christ; nor 
could any Pope be so, unless he was holy;" 
besides rorty other similar or worse conclu- 
sions : and nis tenets spread widely. • He was 
followed, 1431, by Paul Craw, " deprehendit,'' 
says Knox, " in the Universitie of Sanct An- 
drois, and accusit of Heresie before suche as 
wer called Doctors of Theologie,'' and sent 
to expiate his errors iji the flames. At his 
execution, they put " ane ball of bras in his 
mouthe to the end that he sould not gif con- 
fession of his faythe to the pepill, neyther yit 
that thai sould understand the defence which 
he hade agains thair unjust accusation and 
condemnation." 

The political anarchy and confusion which 
prevailed in Scotland at this time, and in 
which the priests took an active share, seem 
to have diverted their attention for a while 
from prosecuting their schemes against the 
new obnoxious opinions; bat when Luther 
shook the papacy, and his doctrines gaining 
ground on every side, had stirred up their 
slumbering hatred, the renovated warfare was 
announced by the martyrdom of Mr. Patrick 
Hamilton and of " the Scottish John Baptist," 
as Mr. George Wishart has been styled. But 
the prelates, who had shut their eyes to the 
signs of the times, grievously miscalculated. 
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The ministry of these two eminent men had 
produced on the akeady prepared population, 
a disposition not only to profess the truth 
themselves, but also to endeavour a national 
reformation; and their martyrdom hastened 
the crisis. Instead of terrifying, it enraged 
the people against the superstition which could 
require for its support the perpetration of such 
deadly crime. 

During the nominal reign of the unfortunate 
Mary, but more especially after her flight into 
England, the cause rapidly pro^ress^; and 
the Regents, however different m character, 
were obliged by the circumstances of the 
times in which they were placed, to aid in its 
furtherance. The absurd constitution of Scot- 
land, that allowed a child unfit for governing 
himself to assume the power of governing a 
nation, occasioned various changes. After the 
accession of James VI., till previously to his 
marriage, he acquiesced in the presbyterial 
government, which, upon his return from 
Denmark with his queen, he declared in pres- 
ence of the General Assembly to be "the 
purest kirk upon earth,'' and promised to 
defend it " against all deadly " — a promise he 
soon forgot, and forced upon his reluctant 
subjects a mongrel Episcopacy. This was 
followed up by his son Charles, who, after 
some preliminary encroachments, sent down 
a Uturgy with an order to adopt it. 

July 23, 1637, was the remarkable day on 
which the Bishop of Edinburgh, robed in his 
canonicals, attempted to introduce it in the 
High Church; but no sooner had he opened 
the service-book, than an old woman, Janet 
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Geddes by name, threw her stool at his head, 
which was quickly followed by a number of 
others, the whole congregation meanwhile 
crying out — "A Pope! a Pope!" and both the 
bishop and dean were forced out of the church, 
and driven home amid a shower of stones, 
hardly escaping with their lives. Commotions 
followed, till a free General Assembly met at 
Glasgow, November 21, 1638, where the Pres- 
byterian form of church government was de- 
clared and acted upon as the government of 
the church, most agreeable to me gospel and 
the law of the land, which wa« acknowledged 
by the king at the treaty of Dunselaw, June 
18, 1639. 

When the civil war broke out, the English 
parliament convened an Assembly of Divines 
at Westminster, to which the General Assem- 
bly of the Kirk of Scotland sent four of their 
chief ministers, not less distinguished for their 
talents, than revered for their piety — ^Alexan- 
der Henderson, Samuel Rutherford, George 
Gillespie, and Robert Baillie, accompanied by 
Lord Maitland, afterwards Duke of Lauder- 
dale, " a man of excellent parts, had they been 
blessed and improven; but as then his reputa- 
tion was entire." The Confession of Faith, 
Catechisms, and Directory for Worship, which 
were here agreed upon, were received and 
sanctioned in their session 1648, and ratified 
by the Scottish parliament. For defending 
these, the persecutions narrated in the follow 
ing pages were endured. 
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BOOK I. 



A. D. 1604.— A. D. 1660. 



Presbytery, the favouritejbrm of relig-ion in Scotland with the peo> 
rfe, opposed by James VI. — At first opposed, afterwards sanction- 
ed "by Charles I. — Solemn League and Covenant — Confession 
of Faith— Defeat of the Duke of Hamilton and death of Charles 
— State of the Church — Charles II. crowned — Divisions among the 
Presbyterians — Resolutioners — Remonstrators — Protectorate of 
Cromwell — State of religion during that period — Restoration — 
Sharpe sent to London — ^Religious parties in Scotland— ^Sharpe*s 
doable dealing — Sudden change of manners — Rejoicings — Fears 
of the Remonstrators — Difference with the Resolutioners — First 
measures of the King — Promotes the enemies and persecutes the 
friends of the Covenant — Proceedings of the Committee of Es- 
tates, urged o|[i by Sharpe — King's letter to the Edinburgh minis- 
ers — £lxnltation of the Resolutioners — ^Persecute their brethren-7- 
Committee of Estates order Lex Rex, &c. to be burned — Procla- 
mation against the Remonstrants — Interference with regard to 
elections — Proclamation for a meetings of Parliament. 

Ever since the days of the Reformation, Scotland 
has been distinguished by the attacjiment of her in- 
habitants to simplicity in the forms of their reUgions 
worship, and a disUke to pomp or lordly power in 
their ministers. Presbytery, of which these are the 
• prominent features, has in consequence always been 
the favoured mode of ecclesiastical polity with the 
people; unfortunately her monarchs, previous to the 
Revolution of 1688, were as decidedly averse to it; 
and their t5nrannical attempts to substitute a hated 
VOL. I. 2 13 
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hierarchy m its place, involved the country, for three 
generations, in contention and bloodshed, persecution 
and distress, till the struggle issued in the final ex- 
pulsion of the Stuarts from the throne. 

James VL, after having given the Presbyterian 
church the royal sanction, and paid it the highest 
encomiums as the "purest kirk upon earth,'* and 
having repeatedly promised and vowed " to support 
it against all deadly," spent the greater part of his 
life in endeavours to overturn it. He succeeded in 
forcing upon an imwilling people a kind of mongrel 
prelacy, and left to his son the hazardous tEisk of 
finishing his designed uniformity in religious worship 
between the two kingdoms. - 

Charies .proceeded with more violence j and, by 
attempting to obtrude a detested liturgy, he destroyed 
the fabric it had cost his father so much king-craft 
to rear, and led (o the remarkable renewing of the 
National Covenant, which, early in the year 1638, 
W£is subscribed with enthusiastic fervour by all ranks 
throughout the land. A free General Assembly con- 
vened at Glasgow in that year, November 21, accom-» 
plished what has usually been termed the second 
glorious Reformation, by restoring Presbytery to its 
primitive simpUcity, and sweeping away aH the in- 
novations against which they had so long struggled. 
The proceedings of this assembly were afterwards 
solemnly confirmed by the estates; and Scotland for 
a short period enjoyed a hollow peace, while the 
king was contesting with his English parliament. 
Afraid, however, if the king overcame in the contest, 
that they would hold their own liberties by a very 
feeble tenure, they entered into a solemn league and 
covenant with the parliament for the mutual pre- 
servation of their religion and liberty, for promoting 
uniformity in worship and doctrine between the two 
nations,#nd for exterminating popery, prelacy, and 
schism: their weight decided the fate of the war. 

When the English hierarchy had fallen, and the 
king's power was reduced, an assembly of the most 
learned divines that perhaps ever met in Britain, 
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was called by authority of the 'I^glish parliament 
Assisted by commissioners, from Scotland, they drew 
up the admirable Confession of Faith, with the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, still the standards of our 
church ; but they differed on the Directory for Wor- 
ship, against which some of the most learned of the 
Independents dissented — a prelude to more serious 
differences. 

After Charles had been beaten out of the field,*and 
was intriguing in a variety of ways with the army and 
with the English pariiamerit, a majority in the Scottish 
estates, headed by the Duke of Hamilton, rashly "en- 
gaged" by a secret treaty to attempt his rescue. The 
cburch opposed war with Eingland, as Charles would 
give only an equivocal pledge for sjjipporting the estab- 
lishment of Presbytery in that country; and they 
feared his duplicity in case he regained unrestricted 
power; and the minority in the estates also "protest- 
ed" against it The engagers being defeated at Pres- 
ton, the protesters, whose leader was the Marquis of 
Argyle, came into power, and Scotland separated into 
two parties. * Shortly after the defeat of the Scots, the 
king was brought to trial and executed, in spite of 
their remonstrances, which, now that they were 
divided among themselves, and^had no army to back 
them, were little regarded. 

At this time the Church of Scotland reached her 
greatest pitch of splendour. "For though," says a 
contempoffiury historiaii, "alwayes since the assembly 
at Glasgow the work of the gospel hade prospered, 
judicatories being reformed, godly ministers entered, 
and holy constitutions and rules daily brought into 
the Church; yet now, after Duke Hamilton's defeat, 
and in the interval betwixt the two kings, religion 
advanced the greatest step it had made for many 
years: now the ministrie w€us notably purified, the 
magistracy altered, and the people strangely refineA 
It is true, at this time hardly the fifth part of the 
lordg of Scotland were admitted to sit in parliament; 
but those that did sit were esteemed truly godly 
men; so were all the rest of the commissioners in 
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parliament elected of the most pious of every cor- 
poration. Also godly men were employed in all 
offices, both civil and military; and about this time 
the General Assembly, by sending abroad visiters 
into the coimtry, made almost ane entire change 
upon the ministry in several places of the nation, 
purgeing out the scandalous and insufficient, and 
planting in their place a sort of godly young men, 
whftse ministry the Lord sealed with ane eminent 
blessing of success, as they themselves sealed it with 
a seal of heavy sufferings; \mt so they made full 
proof of their ministry. 

"Scotland hath been even by emulous foreigners 
called Philadelphia; and how she seemed to be in 
her flower. Every minister was to be tried five 
times a-year, both for his personal and ministerial 
behaviour; every con^egation was to be visited by 
the Presbytery, that they -might see h.ow the vine 
flowrished and the pomegranate budded. And there 
was no case nor question in the meanest family in 
Scotland but it might become the object of the delib- 
eration of tihie General Assembly; for the congrega- 
tional session^s book was tried by the presbytery, 
the presbytery^s by the synod, and the synod^s by 
the General Assembly. Likeways, as the bands of 
the Scottish Church were str5ng, so her beauty" was 
bright; no error so much as named; the people were 
not only sound in the faith,-but innocently ignorant 
of unsound doctrine; no scandalous person could 
live ; no scandal could be concealed in all Scotland, 
so strict a correspondence there was between min- 
isters and .congregations. The General Assembly 
seemed to be the priest with Urim and Thumim; 
and there were not ane hundreth persons in -all Scot- 
land to oppose their conclusions: all submitted, all 
learned, all prayed ; most part were really godly, or 
at least counterfeited themselves Jews. • Than was 
Scotland a heap of wheat set about with lillies, uni- 
form, or a palace of silver beautifully proportioned; 
and this seems to me to have been Scotland's high 
noon. The only complaint of profane people was. 
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that the govenunent was so strict they hade not 
liberty enough to sin." 

"But this season lasted not long.'^ The Presby- 
terians, who were averse tp the nding party in Eng- 
land, as sectarians in religion and republicans in 
politics, immediately proclaimed Charles 11. ; and 
commissioners were sent to. the Hague, where he 
was subsisting^ on the boimty of his sisjer, to invite 
him upon conditions to assimae the government. 
During the negotiations, while the terms were dis- 
cusffsing, he authorized Montrose, already too well 
known for his cruelties, to attempt bis unoonditional 
restoration by force; and it was pgt till he heard of 
his fidlure, that he consented to take the oaths and 
become the covenanted king of Scotland. 

His arrival, however, instead of uniting, occasion- 
ed deep and irreconcilable dissensions among the 
Scots — ^between those who distrusted, and those 
who affected to believe, his professions; yet as the 
diurch continued to maintaiji the ascendancy, they 
were kept within boimds till after the fetal battle of 
Dunbar. But when it became necessary to supply 
the loss occasioned by that disaster, they becan^ ap- 
parent. The king required that all those who had 
hitherto been excluded as malignants, .who had fa- 
voured the engagement, and were understood to be 
friendly to his unlimited power,- should be restored 
to oflSces of trust both in the army and state : this 
was resisted by the strictest and most devout of the 
Presbyterians, who, considering them as enemies to 
the church, dreaded their admission into the king^s 
councils, while he himself was suspected. The vir- 
tues of the king, and his inimitable improvement in 
adveraty, were deemed sufficient answer, and reso- 
lutions fevourable to their claims having been ob- 
tained by *surpfise ^om the major part of the com- 
mission, a schism took place by the minority protesting 
^tgainst the concession. 

From this date the Presbyterians separated into 
two parties, who distracted the country for several 
years by their violent contentions; those who arro- 

2 
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gated to themselves the praise of Uberality and loy- 
alty — their superior regard for the decrees of the 
church and the letter of the covenant — ^ranging under 
the name of resolutioners^ while those esteemed the 
most holy, indefatigable, and laborious ministers, 
who preferred the spirit to the form of their religious 
constitution, were nunibered among the protesters. 
They were likewise called remonstrafors, from hav- 
ing followed up their p!:otest by a remonstrance. 
Meanwhile Charles was crowned at Scene with great 
solemnity, the Marquis of Argyle, who was attached 
to the reiokitioners, putting -the crown upon his 
head; but the diidsions continued till Cromwell ob- 
tained the supreme power, who granted free tolera- 
tion to all sects, and liberty to the Presbyterians in 
every thing, except permitting, the General Assem- 
bly to meet, which soihe of the more pious consider- 
ed no bad service. 

^ This period, down to the Restoration, has ever 
tJeen considered as that^n the Scottish Church most 
remarkably distinguished for the prevalencft of real 
personal religion; and it was evident that God was 
preparing a people in this land for a day of hot and 
fiery trial. " I verily believe,'* says Kirkton, " there 
were more gpuls. converted to Christ in that short 
period of time than in any season «ince the Refor- 
mation, though ijf -treeple its duration. Nor was 
there ever greater purity and plenty of the means of 
gracCthan was in their time. Ministers were pain- 
ful,* people were diligent; and if a man hade seen one 
of their solemn communions, where many congrega- 
tions mett in great multitudes — some dozens of minis- 
ters used to preach, and the people continued as it 
were in a sent of trance (so serjous were they in spirit- 
ual exercises) for three dayes at least — ^he would 
have thought it a solemnity uidoiowM to the rest of 
the world. Besides, the ministers, after some years, 
began to look at the questions about which they had 
divided, as inconsiderable; also it was found error 
made no great progress, the genius of the people be- 
ing neither very cmious nor easily changed.'* 
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The numbers who stood the test and suflFered to 
the^ death, bear witness that the reUgioiis state of the 
country at the Restoration, as given by hmoi, must be 
substantially true ; as the munbers who apostatized 
make it evident that many must haVe dissembled. 
" There be in Scotland some mjie hundred paroches/'* 
"At the king's, return- every paroch had a minister, 
every village liad a school, every family almost had 
a Bible ; yea, in most* of the country, all the diildren 
of age could read the Scriptures, and were provided 
of Bibles either -by their parents or their ministers. 
Every minister was a. very full professor of the re- 
formed religion, according to the large Confession of 
Faith, framed at Westminster by the divines of both 
nations. Every minister was obliged to preach thrice 
a-week, to lecture and catechise once, besides other 
private duties, wherein they abounded according to 
their proportion of faithfulness and abilities. None 
of them might be scandalous in their conversation or 
negligent in their office, so long as a presbytgrie 
stood; and among them were many holy in conver- 
sation and eminent in gifts. The dispensation of the 
ministry being fallen from the noise of waters and 
sound of trumpets, to the melody of harpers, which 
is alace the last messe in the banquet. Nor did a 
minister satisfy himself except his ministry had the 
seal of diving approbatfon, as might witness him to 
be really sent from. God.'' 

"Indee4, in many places the Spirit seemed to be 
poured' out with the worcf, both by the multitpdes 
of sincere converts, and also by the common work 
of reformatioa upon many who never came the 
length of a commimion : there were no fewer than 
sixty aged people, men and women, who went to 
school, that even then they might- be able to read the 
Scriptures with their own eyes. I have lived many 
years in a paroch where I never heard an oath; and 

» These were divided into sixty-eight preshytcries, which were 
again cdntoned into fourteen synods, out of all which, by a solemn 
legation of commtssioners from every presbytery, they used to con- 
stitute a national assembly. 
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you might have ridde many miles before you heard 
anyf also, you could not for a great part of the cojm- 
try have lodged in- a family where ttie Lord was not 
worshipped by reading, singing, and public prayer. 
Nobody complained more of our Church-government 
than our tavemers, yhose ordinary lamentation 
was, their trade was broke, people were become so 
sober."* 

Such wi^S" the delightful -picture drawn by an eye- 
witness; and to render it perfect and permanent, the 
Pr^byterians longed with desire for the restoration 
of their king, whose presence alene they believed 
would remove the only spots that in* their eyes 
dimmed' its lustre — ^the suspension of their General 
Assemblies, and the late sinful toleration* As soon 
as there was the least prospect of the desfrable event, 
several ministers in Edinbinrgh — ^resolutioners — des- 
patched Mr. James Sharpe to London, with instruc- 
tions to watch over the interests of the Church, par- 
ticularly of their owji party ^ and as they knew that 
the king had a strong antipathy against the remon- 
strants, who, during his stay in Scotland, had been 
assiduous in their upright though ungrateful endea- 
vours/or his conversion, and incunred hisdispleasure 
and that of his confidants by their imcourtly reproofe 

* Kirkton mentions that the Englieh (^n offered the protesters 
the government of the nation, which they reiiisefl, till Cromwell, 
"weary with their scrupulosity, and being. highly caressed by Mr. 
(afterwards Archbishop^ Sharpe, his large proffiSrs in behalf of the 
resolutioners, was forced to allo^ them equal liberty, and so they 
contiimed in a balance till after his death." — Hist, of the Church of 
Scotland^ pp. 48^56. — Law, in his Memorials, has a similar state- 
ment « It is not to be forgotten, that from the year 1652 to the 
year 1660» there was great gpod done by the preaching of the gospel 
in the west of Scotland, more than was observed to have been for 
twenty or thirty years before ; a great many "brought into Christ 
Jesus by a saving work of conversion, which was occasioned through 
ministers prf aching niothing all that tyme but the gospell, and had 
left off to preach up parliaments, armies^ leagues, resdutions, and 
remonstrance, which was much in use before, from the year 1638 
till that time 52, which occasioned a great number of hypoc];3rte8 in 
the Church, who," out of hope of preferment, honour, riches, and 
worldly credit, tooke on the form of godliness but,wanted the power 
of it." P. 7. 
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and uncompromising adherence to tjieir principles, 
they were anxious to separate themselves from this 
the honestest portion of their brethren, and directed 
their agent carefully to remind his* majesty of the 
difference between themand their more uncomplying 
opponents. 

During the protectorate, as no* persecution had 
been allowed on accoimt of rehgious o^HnionS, a few 
in Sbotlandrseem to have adopted the tolerant max- 
ims of the decried usurper; and although sectaries 
never flourished in that soil, they seem to have been 
sufficiently numerous to have excited the fears of the 
resolutionerr, who, insensible to. the benefits they 
enjoyed imder the toleration of Cromwell, and eager 
to secure the liberties of their own kirk from the 
oppression of the prelatists, were equally anxious to 
guard against any freedom being sdlowed to those 
whom they termed fenatics.* 

There was, besides, a third party, who/ although 
previously'discernible to those who understood the 
signs of the times, sprang up at once upon the afflict- 
ed vision of the resolutioners, when the rays of roy^ 
alty again beamed above the horizon — a new race, 
who, having neVex been acquainted with the work 
of reformation, nor with the juist proceedings of the 
nation, but. weary of Presbyterian strictness, were 
ready -to condemn the covenant and all the loyal and 
honest acting of the covenanters. Th^«e, consisting 

* Mr. Robert Douglas writes to Mr. Sharpe, May 8, 1660 :— " Your 
great errand will be for this kirk. I am confident the king will not 
wrong our liberties whereunto he hknself is engaged. He needs not 
declare anjr liberty to tender consciences here, because the gener- 
ality of the people and whole ministry have embraced the estab- 
lished religion by law with his majesty's consent. It b known that 
in all the times of the prevailing of the late flkrty in England, none 
here petitioned for toleration, except some inconsiderable niau^hty 
men.*' • An4 the ministers of Edinburgh, i. e. resolntioners, m a 
letter, May 10, to the Earl of Rothes, who was going to meet the 
king at Breda, used the following remarkable expressions: **He 
[the king] knows likewise how much the people adhere to the estab- 
lishment of the Church ; so that there is no pFctoxt for an indul. 
gence <!B such as shall recede from it, Lut rtany inconveniences 
would ensue upon the granting it." Corrcspondcmce between Messrs. 
DouglaB, Dickson, &c. witli Sharpe. — Wodrow^s Intro J, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 ANNALS OF THE PERSECUTION, 

chiefly of young men of rank, were prepared for any 
change, and were supposed, in general, to be rather 
favourable to Episcopacy. .A knowledge of this 
circumstance, aftd the frequent representations of the 
alarming fact by his correspondents, seem early to 
have influenced Sharpe to desert his employers and 
go over to the enemy. ^ 

In May, he went upon an embassage to Charles 
at Breda, and there was confirmed- m the trea(3kery 
which he completed shortly aftcfr the king's landing 
in England. His* villanous hypocrisy in managing 
the overturn of the polity he was despatched to sup- 
port, W21S consummate; yet^ how, when we know 
the part hd played, it is. not difficult to perceive, in 
his most specious letters, an overacting which must 
have betrayed him to men less confiding than his 
employers.* Besides preventing all access to the 
king, and representing the chief leaders in Scotland 
as favourable to preteicy, he di}§suaded his"^ friends 
from addressing against it, and cruelly Widened the 
breach between them and the protesters. His ambi- 
tion was stimulated by his revenge; he' wished to 
gratify his private resentment against the most emi- 
nent of the latter — Samuel Rutherford, James Guth- 
rie, and Lord WarrtSton. Yet, however much we 
may detest the traitor, it is matter of -high gratula- 
tion that his mission failed; for, had he acted faith- 
fully and siipceeded, he would have proem^ed for 
Scotland an iron yoke of political presbytery, which 
might indeed have preserved the beloved polity 
secured by acts of parliament, by prohibitions, and 
by every civil pain and penalty by which churchmen 
support their power; but he would have destroyed 
religious liberty, tiind deUveyed the nation over to a 
thraldem which would have been worse, as it would 

f)robably have been more permanent, than the pre- 
acy that ensued — it would, it is likely, have been 

* " I profess,** says Mr.^Dotiglas, " I did not suspect Mr. Sharpe 
in reference to prelacy more than I did myseli^ nor more 4lian the 
i^wstles did Judas \^fore his treachery was discovered.'* — Wodrow*$ 
Introd, 
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more moral, but it might not have been less oppres- 
sively severe.* 

When Charles was at last restored to the wishes 
and prayers of his people, as ijf some enchanter's 
wand had touched the frame of Society, die whole 
kingdom in an instant changed, and, from a state of 
grave seriousness and exemplary decency, burst out 
into one disorderly scene of riot and revehry; and 
the day of thanksgiving for this happy event was 
celebrated in Edinburgh, in a manner that had been 
very unusual in that capital for at least a quarter of 
a century. After semnon, the magistrates proceeded 
to the crogs, on which was a table covered with 
sweetmeats, and the weH ran with wine; there, amid 
the flourishing of trumpets and the beating of drums, 
the roysd healths were drunk, and thsee hundred 
dozen of glasses broken m honour of the day.! . On 
the Castle Hill, fireworks were exhibited, the princi- 
pal figures m which were Cromwell and the Devil, 
who, after diverting the multitude with k flight and 
pursuit, exploded and disappeared amid shouts of 
applause. 

The considemte part of the community viewed 
the unconditional recall of the king with very difier- 
ent sensations; but these^ in that frantic hour, were 
few in nmnber, and chiefly -consisted of the remon- 
strators, whose dark forebodings were deemed the 
ofispring of their own guilty consciences accusing 
them of theit former disloyalty. In vain did they 
ask for evidence of his being changed from what he 
was, before they could trust their liberties into his 
hands without Security. They had all along been 

* There is much retribution in this world, ahheugh it be not the 
place of final account Here especially Grod punishes his own peo- 
pie. The wicked may prosper in their wickedness-^^ be sees their 
^y is cominr" — but the Lord will never suffer his children to sin witlv 
unpunity. This was remarkably exemplified in the c^^e of these 
good men, who were now so anStious to prevent their brethren fVom 
enjoying liberty of conscience, in order tiiat they themselves might 
engross the royal iavour and the chief places in the Church r their 
own agent betrayed ihmn. ; aAd the very means they were using to 
accomplish their improper and selfish aims, were turned against 
them, and became the instruments of their correction. 
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jealous of Sharpe, and their suspicions had- been 
heightened by some surmises of his transactions at 
London-; but all their advances towards their bre- 
thren had been repulsed by the resolutioners;, who 
put the most unboimded, confidence in that traitor's 
assurances of the king's friendly CQuntenance towards 
themselves, and his inteaded vengeance upon them. 
The first measures of Charles, however, put an end 
to the diflferences of the truly pious among both par- 
ties, who were soon undeceived, and spnt to the fur- 
nace to be refined together. 

All the high offices of Scotland were disposed of 
to men either of no religion, or of that very accommo- 
dating kind which is alw^y» found on the side of in- 
terest and power. . Middleton, a §oldier of fortune, 
created an Earl, was appointed commissioner to hold 
the Jiext parliament;, the Earls Glencairn had the 
chancellorship — Crawford, the treasury — Rothes, 
president of the council — and Lauderdale, secretary 
of state, and one of the gentlemen- of the bedchamber, 
(the only Scottishmanadmitted to this.honoin:;) Sir 
Archibald Primson was clerk-register; and Sir John 
Fletcher, king's advocate. MeanwJiile those who 
were esteemed the leaders of the covenanters, al- 
though they had ever sturdily xnaijitained their loyal- 
ty, after the greater pat't of the others had yielded, 
were thrown into prison and threatened with prose- 
cutions for .treason. The Marquis of Argyle was 
seized at London, whither he had gqn^ to congratu- 
late the king, and sent to the tower; and orders were 
forwarded to Scotland, to Major-General Morgan^ 
commander-in-chief, to secure Sir James Stewart, 
provost of Edinburgh ; Sir Archibald Johnstoun, Lord 
Warriston; and Sir John Christy of Carswell. War- 
ristou escaped for the time'; but the other two were 
arrested in a somewhat ludicrous maimer. The 
General haviifg heard that Cha-isty was in town upon 
private business, waited upon the Provost, and re- 
quired him in virtue of his office,^ to jipprehend Sir 
John and carry him to the CeiStle; which his lordship 
having done, when he was about to take leave, with 
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many expressions of regret, he was informed « that 
it behoved him to bear his friend company;'^ nor did 
he obtain a release till about ten years after.- 

Until the meeting of a new parliament, the admhi- 
istration of ScQttish aflfairs wflis entrusted to. the sur- 
viving members pf the committee of estates, nomina- 
ted by the last Scottish parliament ; and as they had 
aU concurred with the lai^.in swearing the National ' 
and Solemn League and Covenant, it was expected 
that they would at least be favourable to the estab- 
lished religion of the land; but it very soon appeared 
how little^conMence can be placed in the professions 
or even oaths of public men, when the stream nms 
in an opposite direction. Their first meetuig, at which 
the chancellor presided, was held.in Edinbiu^h,. Au- 
gust 23, and their first act was a proper prelude to 
the tyranny about to be inflicted on their country. 

On that day, a few of the protestors, who had in 
Vain endeavoured to convince their brethren of the 
critical .situation' in which the Presbyt^ia^ <5hurc3i 
stood, nvet at Edinburgh to draw up. a bumble ad- 
dress and supplication to the king, siuted to the emer- 
gency. They were in all nine ministers, of whom 
the diief were. Mr. James Guthrie of Stirling, artd 
Messrs. Traill, and Jolm Stirling of Edinburgh, with 
two ruling elders. " As the meeting and its object 
Were no secrets, the chancellor and committee dis- 
patched messengers, who seized their papers, con- 
taining' a scroU of their supplication, with copies of 
seme letters to their bretlupen in Glasgow, requesting 
a foil meeting for considering the subject; and im- 
mediately after issued a warrant for imprisoning in 
Edinburgh Castle the whole of those who had feen 
present at the imlawful conventicle — terms about to 
become of frequent use and oi fearful import 

The scroll consisted of declarations of their abhor- 
rence of the murder of his majesty's royal father, and 
-the actings of the late usurjfing power — of thankful- 
ness for the Lonl's preservatton of his own sacred 
person, and for his'cruiet restoration without the 
effusion of Christian blood — ^professions of zedl* for 
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the glory of God, the good of the church, and faith- 
ful and loyal tenders of all the duties of honour, sub- 
jection, and obedience, due from humbte and loving 
subjects to their native and lawful sovereign; but 
they expressed their fears of ther popish prelatieal 
and malignant party, of their attemp4;ing the over- 
throw of the pure reHgion sls established, and the 
re-introduction of all the corruptions which were for- 
merly-cast out;* and they reminded his majesty of 
his and their solemn engagements to God, of the 
Lord's mercy to him and them, and their mutual 
obligations to faithfulness in the performance of their 
vows. 

They were therefore charged with proceedings 
expressly derogatory to his majesty's royal preroga- 
tive,-and tending to the disturbance of the present 
peace of his majesty's dominions; and next day the 

* These excellent meit, for such undoubtedly they were» who 
had enjoyed undisturbed liberty of conscience and firee^m of reli- 
grious worship Under Cromwell, thus adverted to that period, and 
thus would have requited their protectors. — " Neither are jwe less 
apprehensive of the endeavours of .the spirit of errer that pessesseth 
sectaries in these nations, which as it d]4 at 'first promote the prac- 
tice of a* vast toleration in things religious, and afterwards proceeded 
linto the framing of the mischief thereof into a law, so we doubt not 
but it will ^U be active unto the promoting and procuring the same 
under the specious pretence of Liberty f of tender consciences. The 
effects whereof have, in d, few years past, been so dreadful, that we 
cannot think of the continuing of it, but wfth much trembling and 
fear.** Then follows a text upon which the whole annals of the per- 
secution will form a most striking and instructive commentary. 
*^ Therefore,, knowing that to kings, princes, rulers, and iQagistrates 
appcr^iins the conservation and" purgation of religion, and that 
unity and peace be -preserved in the church, and that the truth of 
God be kept pure and^entire, that all blasi^mies and heresies be 
suppressed, all ccurruptions or abuses in discipline and worship pre- 
vented or reformed, and all the ordinances of God duly settled, ad- 
minifftered, and observed, We, your majesty*s most humble subjects, 
do, with bowed knees and bended afSsctioRs, humbly supplicate your 
majesty that you would employ your royal power unto the preserva- 
tion of the reformed rdigion in the church of Scotland, in doctrine, 
worship, discipline, and |roverwnent, and unto the carrying on of 
the work of uniformity m retiprion in tiie churches of G<m1 in the 
three kingdoms, in one con^sion of fiiith, form of church-govem- 
m^t, directory for worship and cateohising ; and to the extirpation 
of popery, prelacy, superstition, heresy, ^is^i, profancness, and 
whatever shall be found contrary to sound doctrine," &c. 
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committee of estates prohibited, by proclamation, all 
onlawfiil and tmwarrantable meetings and conven- 
ticles in any place within the kingdoms of Scotland 
without his majesty's special authority; and like- 
wise all seditious petitions and remonstrances iinder 
what pretext soever, which uiight^tend to the distur- 
bance of the peace of the kingdom, or alienating or 
diminishing the affections of his majesty's subjects 
from their due obedience to hi3 majesty's lawful 
authority, and that'-undei: the highest pains. Sheriffs 
and magikrates of burghs were ordered to be care- 
ful within their respective bounds, that no such per- 
nicious or dangerous meetings should be permitted, 
but ^at they should be [ureveQted, hindered, and 
made known to the executive. These proceedings 
were ostensibly directed against the remonstrants 
alone, but were intended to answer the double pur- 
pose d{ overawmg the elections for the ensuing par- 
Uament, suod pavii^ the way for the complete over- 
turn of freedom in the ^tate,And presbytery in the 
church. 

. Mr. Sharpe on his arrival from London, <gave a 
keener edge to the proceedings of the committee, and, 
by his diqplicity, prevented th^ gos^d men among the 
resolutioners from taking any steps, either for their 
own security or the relief of their oppressed brethren. 
In answer to an epistle from his. employers to the 
king, entreating his^ favour and countenance /or their 
church, he brought the following, addressed to Mr. 
Robert Douglas, Minister, Edinburgh, to be by him 
coBpmaunicated to the presbytery: — 

" Charles R., trusty and well beloved, we ^eet you 
well. By the letters you sent to us with .this bearer, 
Mr. James Sharpe, and by the account he gave of 
the state .of our church there, we have received frill 
information of your sense of oiu: sufferings and .of 
your constant affection and loyalty to our person and 
authority: And therefore we will detain him here no 
longer— of whose good services we are very sensible 
— nor will we delay to let you know by him omr 
gracious ^u^ceptance of your address, and how well 
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we are satii^ed with your carriage, and with the 
generality -of the ministers of Scotlana in this time of 
trial, whilst softie, under speciotis pret€ihces,.swerved 
from that duty and allegiance they owed to us. And 
because such, who by the countenance of usurpers 
have disturbed the peace of that our church, may 
also labour to create jealousies in the minds of well- 
meaning people, we have thought fit by this to as- 
sure you, that, by the grace of God; we resolve to 
discountenance profanity and all contenmers and 
opposers of the ordinaHces of the goj^el. We do 
also resolve to ptotect and preserve thegovemment 
of th^ church of Scotland a3 it is settled by law, 
without violation, and to countenance in the due 
exercise -of ^eir function all such ministers who shall 
behave themselves dutifully and peaceably as be- 
comes men of their (filing. ' We will also take care 
that the authority and acts of the General Assembly 
at Stf Andrew's and Dundee, 1651,* be owned and 
stand in force until we shall cafl another General 
Assenibly, which we purpose to do as soon as our 
afiairswill pennit. And we do intend to send for 
Mr. Robert Douglas, and some other ministers, that 
we may speak with them in what may further con- 
oem the affairs of that .churcii. Akti as we are very 
wdil satisfied with your resolution not to meddle 
without your sphere, so we do expect that church 
judicatories in Scotland and ministers there will keep 
within the compstss of their station, meddling Only 
with matters ecclesiastick, and promoting our autho- 
rity and interest with bur subjects against all oppo- 
sers: and that they will take i^ciahiotice of such who, 
by preaching; 6r private 'conventicles, or any other 
way, trangress the limits of their calling by en- 
deavotiring to- corrupt the people, or sow seeds of 
disaffection to "as or our government. This you shall 
make known to the several presbyteries witlun that 
our kingdom. And as we do give assurance of our 
fevour and encouragement to you, and to all honest, 

* The acts of these Aseemhlies were abaost entirely leyelled 
against tlie remonstrators. 
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deserving ministers there,4so we earnestly recommend 
it to you that you be earnest in your prayers, publick 
and private, to Almighty God, who-is our Rock and 
our Deliverer, both for us and fcr our government, that 
we. may have fre^ and constant applies of his 
grace, and the right improvement of. all his mercies 
and deliverances to U^e honour of his great name, 
and the peace, safety, and benefit of aU our king- 
doms; and so we bid you heartily farewell.'* 

Delighted lyith this most gracious epij^le,.the E^din- 
bijrgh presbytery printed, and caused it to.be trans- 
mitted to all the Presbyteries in Scotland, praised it 
from their pulpits, and procured a silver box to pre- 
serve the precious origihaL It ^as not to be sup- 
pfbsed Xhat, under language so expMchly guaranteeiiiff 
the government of .the Church of Scotland, as settled 
by law, that, by any lurking inueudo. Episcopacy 
could be meant; the ^esolutioners therefore considered 
the day as their own, and, with premature ^[>eed, 
hastened to chant^heir victory. They warmly Uiank- 
ed his majesty for his letter, which they told him in 
th^ir address they had received upon a day formerly 
devoted by them to mourning, September 3,* which 
had revived their spirifis, and excited them to bless 
the Lord who had put such a purpose in his royal 
heart to preserve and pretoqt the government ef the 
Church without violation; nor was ttie <^ choice of 
such an able and Mthful person,'' as Lauderdale, 
"for the weighty enjoyment of secretary less an 
object of glratulatioA!" But white we look back 
with pity upcm the speedy dissipation of all the good 
men's hopes and anticipations, it is impossible not to 
fbel that they in some measure Hierit^d them for Jdie 
&cility with whidi they allowed themselves to become 



.* The axmivenary of the hattles of Dqnbar an4 Worcestef- 
ominotu cotncideilbe as h turned out Another was remarked at 
the time. ** It wae a sad -dbeervatkiii thai that Terj day of the 
month beinpr the 2dd of Aufost, on which the protesters were 
apprehended was the very somit day. whereon one iiundfed years 
before the Popish rcli^on had been abolished^ and the tme religion 
established in parliament; and some feared this might be ihfe tnm- 
inf of the tide btfckwlurds.**— JDHUmi, p. 7S. 

3* 
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the dij^eis and the tools, in persecutmg their own 
brethren, of these very men bywhom they themselves 
were afterwards persecuted. 

Sharpe,- whose composition the letter was, followed 
out his plan of dividing the ministers. He was weH 
aware that the rembnstrators were the most .acute 
and least liable to. be imposed upon of the Presby- 
terians; he knew also that they suspected him, and 
he hated them; Jie therefore, by an insinuation in it, 
pointed' them 'out as pejsons who, under i^ecious 
pretences, had swerved from 4h€ir duty during the 
usurpation; and the Church judicatories hastened to 
inflict punishment upon them forlhis indefinite crime ; 
— ^"Our synods aftor this,^''says Kirkton, "doinglittle 
Other thing thart censuring and laying aside thdse 6( 
that way. And though the preceding harvest before 
the king's return all the synods of Scotland hade 
agreed to bury by-past dilferences, yet, upoft the 
receipt of this blessed letter, the old wounds opened; 
and wherever the public resolution-m^ were the 
plurality, Ihe protesters were censuied upon the 
burried- diflerenoes. In the synod of Merse, they laid 
asidp five ministers; in Lothian,- many -were laid 
aside both in Lrthgow and Bi^ar presbyteries; so 
it was in Perth and in the north: and the truth is, 
had not the course of sypods been interrupted by the 
introduction of bishops, few had keeped their places 
wTk) were afterwards ejected by that infamous pro- 
clamation at'Glasgow in the year 1662/' 

Nor was the committer idle; Mr. Patrick Gilles- 
pie, principal of Glasgow College, was brought pri- 
soner to Edinburgh Castle, and Mr. Robert Row, 
minister of Ahercom, and W. Wiseheartof Kinniel, 
were canfined to their ohambergrin the towfi. Haying 
forbid any meetings for petitioning, they proceeded 
to display their antipathy to those principles of free- 
dom, for which their fathers liad contended, by emit- 
ting a proclamation against Rutherford'^s Lex Rex— 
a work which was held in high estimation by the 
covenanters, as it advocated the cause of liberty and 
the legitimate limitations on power, with an energy 
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and d^meas the enemies of freedom could not beax; 
and another work, supposed to be written by Mr. 
James Guthrie, entitled "The -Causes of Grod's -Wrath 
against Scotland/' which enumerated the sins of the 
land, princes, priests, and people, with a faithfulness 
that was intolerable. They declsured these twabooks 
to be full of seditious and Reasonable matter, anima- 
ting his majesty's good subjects to rise up m rebellion 
against theii; lawful prince and sovereign, and poi- 
soning their hearts with maQ^ seditious and rebellious 
principles, prejudicial to his royal porson and author*- 
ity, and to the peace of the kingdom. All, therefore, 
possessed of copies of the obpoxious publications 
were required to deliver them up to the king's soli- 
citor within a certain time, under pain of being con- 
sidered enemies- to his majesty's authority, and liable 
to be punished .accordingly. They were both burnt 
at the cross — a fafv^ourite, if not a very convincing, 
miode of answering such like prGductkn^s* With 
revolting tneamness, they, at the same tiijae caiMsed 
the inscriptions to be effaced from the tombs of 
Alexander Henderson m Edinburgh, and George 
GiUespie at Eirkaldie — jb&Ol who needed not the &ail 
remeinbrailce of a monmmental stone to make their 
memopes live in the recollection of their country, 
axid whose services have more lasting record than a 
graving-iron could bestow. * .. 

Some few day» after, they made a still mare expli- 
cit disclosure of theii* aversion to the "good old 
cause" — a imeering form of expression became fash- 
ionable among the courtiers-— by another proclama- 
tion directed against ^he remonstrants and their 
adherents^ not only forbidding meetings for consul- 
tatiouy wiwch were still legal, but likewise any ad- 
verting, in their sermons or otherwise, to the state 
of the -Church, or the danger to be apprehended from 
the indroduction of the exploded and hated prelatical 
offices an^ forms; and, as they knew the effect of 
popular preachi»g, they appear to have been most 
anxipus at once to suppress all pulpit opposition to 
the course they were al)Out.to pursue. 
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Of the watchmen upon the Scottish- Zion, the 
remonstrants had been the most wakeftd and most 
jealous of encroachments upon the establishedxove- 
nanted constitution of the Church and stat©^ and the 
committee were assured, that when they apprehend- 
ed daftger, they would not be silent; they therefore 
expressly commanded that none, in sermons^ preach- 
ings, declamations, or Speeches, should presume to 
reflect on the- conduct of his majesty or- his 'progeni- 
tors, misconstrue his proceedings, or meddle in his 
affairs or estate, present, bygone, or in time eoming, 
under the highest penaltiesj and if any who heard 
what couid be construed mto slander against the 
king did not reveal it, they were to ba liable to the 
same punishment as principals. This proclamation, 
the anti-type of so many furious attacks upon the 
liberty of the lieges, -was calculated to ensnare those 
who, being accustomed openly tcr speak their senti- 
ments, wefre not prepared at once to renounce all 
mention of public affairs in-coTnmon conversation or 
public discourses, whether ministersr, elders, or pri- 
vate gentlemen; and numbers -of each description 
were immediately made to-feel its oppressive weight. 

Had a free election been allowed, notWIthstandSng 
the loyal frenzy of many, and- the hypocritical pre- 
tensions of more, there might some troublesome mem- 
bers have procured admil^ion to the estates ; but those 
whose influence and opposition were most 'dreaded, 
being by this proclamation placed in very delicate 
circumstances — cis evidence of Unguarded expressions 
might easily have been procured — ^wero happy to 
escape censure, and did not Stand forward at the 
only time when they could have done so :«C^ith some 
probability of success, in support of the constitution, 
freedom, and religion of their country. The com- 
mittee, however, did not rest here: with the most 
unblushing effrontery, although conscious t/iemselyes 
6f having to a man complied with the English, they 
hung out a threat of prosecution -for this common 
and inevitable fliult, which damped all who seamed 
inclined to assert the independence of a Scotti^ par- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ANNALS OF THE PERSECUTION. 33 

liament, or the privileges they had obtained from the 
crown during the late struggle.* 

Besides to pinion the cotmtiy gentlemen more effec- 
tually, they tendered a bond to all of whom ^6y 
were su^icious, which they obUged them to sign, 
with a sufficient cautioner, each binding themselves 
— besides disowning th^ YemenstmncS^ — thatHhey 
should not in any way or manner, directly or mdi- 
recfly,Tplot, contrive, speak, or do any thing tending, 
or what might tend, to the hurt,prejudice, or deroga- 
tion of his majesty's royal person or any of that royal 
family — that they shotild not do anything, directly 
or indirectly, tending, or that might tend, to 3ie breach 
or disturbance of the publtc peace, nor connive of 
concur with any person whatsoever who should oon- 
trive any sudi thing; but, to the utmost of their 
power, stop and let any such plot and doing, and 
appear personally before the committee, sub-com- 
mittee, or parliament, upon a lawful citation ; and, 
in case of failure, the parties' bound themselves to- 
pay a high-fike, besides whatever other punislmient 
might be inflicted. 

For a justification of proceedings sb.unwarrantable, 
we must look to the sequel ; it was not because the 
parties accused were inimical either to kin^y gov- 
ernment or to the person or right of Charles, but be- 
cause the plan was already formed for sweeping 
from the face of the country, had it been possible, 
whatever was lovely or of good report — ^whatever in 
the institutions of Uie state or the polity of the Chiu-ch 
was calculated to present any obstruction to the tide 
of obscene licentiousness and faithless despotism that 
was now fest flowing upon them. Their stretches 

* Of the nature of these prosecntimuiy the reader may form some 
idea from the following: — **Mr. James Nasioyth, minister of tJic 
gospel at Hamilton, was sisted before the committee for words 
aDedged to have been spoken by him many years ago. About the 
year 1650, when Lainbert was in the church, it was alledged he 
pressed his hearers to employ their power for God, and not in oppo- 
sition to the gsspel, otherwise (hey might expect to be brought down 
by the judgment of God as those who went before were !*' — Wod- 
rsw, ToL L p. 12. 
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of power agaiast the liberties pf the country; do not, 
however, seem to have occasioned any remonstrance; 
and the Synod of Lothian w^ amused with a pro- 
clamation for caUing a GFcneral Assembly, which Mr. 
William Sharpe had jsubmitted for their amendment; 
but the last acts of the committee, levying, a ces&, 
elicited some remark as to-the legaUty of the tay or 
their power to exact it. 

On the 1st of November, q. proclamaticm announced 
the meeting of parliament; and the same day another, 
that the king had comniitted to them the considera- 
tion and judgHig of the conduct of all his subjects 
during the late troubles, from whom alone he would 
Jreceive any applications, and promising after his 
honour and ancient royal .prerogative were .vindicat- 
ed, he would grant- a free, full pardon and indemnity 
-"■^ promise which, although conveyed in very q^e- 
cious language, and accompanied by an fissurance 
that there was nothing his royal bosom was more 
desirous of than that his people diould be blessed with 
abundance of happiness, peace, and plenty, was re- 
ceived with suspicion, and, like almost all the other 
acts of grace, gjfforded little relief to .the unfortunate, 
while it secured the persons and pWder of .those 
who had pillaged and oppressed them. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•BOOK 11. 



DECEMBER 1660 to 12th JULY 1661. 

Lord High Commissioner arriyes in Edinburg-h^Parliament— i{s 
composition — Act of indemnity withheld — Lord Chancellor re- 
store ta the P^resid^tship—Oath of allegiance— Retrogression 
in reformation work — Divine right of Kings asserted— Solemn 
League and Covenant repealed ~ Engagement approved, &<;.-^ 
Declaration — ^Resolutioners beginrto perceive Aeir error T-Middle. 
ton amuses the ministers of Eidinburgh — Manner of concocting 
the Act recisscnry and of getting it passed^^Middleton's ipterview- 
with D. Dickson and part of the Edinbdr^h presbytery— Distress 
of the ministers— Dispersion of the Synods— Concluding acts- 
Trial of Argyle — His^-behaviour before and at thp place of execu. 
tion — Trial <rf James <5«thrie— His behaviour and execution — 
Captain Grov'an— Persecutions of Mr. Traill orEdinburgh— Mr. 
Moncrief qf Scone — Intrepid reply of his wife — Mr. Robert Ma&. 
waird of Glasgow — His- striking picture, of the ^ects of the Re- 
storation — His accusation — Defence — ^Banlshment-r-Swinton of 
Swkiton — Sir John Christy^and Mr. P. .Gillespie's escape — Parlia- 
ment rises — Samuel Rutherford. 

The Earl of Middleton, Lord High Commissioner, 
arrived at the ancient Palace of Holyrood or tfie last 
day of December 1660. He entered upon his office 
with great pomp; 'and, being allowed a princely 
salary for the support of his establishment, he vied 
with royalty itself in the profusion of his expenditure. 
Every preparation had been made for his'reception : 
he was met and conducted to his residence by a largp 
concourse of the nobility end the magistrates of the 
capital ; and thij venerable catKedral of St* Giles had 
been elegantly fitted up with a throne for his Grace 
and loftsior Uie parliament. . • 

That parliament which met i^n the first day of the 
new year, was one entirely suited for promoting the 

35 
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schemes of the Scottish rulers. The old nobles, who 
had becH active in the cause of the covenant, had 
almost all died out, their estates had been wasted, 
and of the new race too many, neglected in their edu- 
cation, were now dependent in 3ieir circumstances. 
When the king arrived, they had flocked to London 
to put in their claims upon \ub justice or generosity 
for their sufferings in the royal cause, an^ had been 
received with specious condescension, And sent home 
with empty pockets and magnificent expectations. 
But they had learned at court- to laugh at sobriety, 
to ridicule religion, and to coiisider even common 
decency a mark o£ disloyalty, while they looke^l to a 
rich harvest of fines and confiscations fipom the estOttes 
of the remonstrators,as a reward fcdr their sacrificing 
thek principles apd profession at the shrine of pre- 
rogative. The commissioners for counties and burghs 
were chosen enturely from among those who were 
considered devoteato the court and averse to the 
strict Presbyterians. In some cases, when persons 
of an opposite description had been returned, the 
ruling party interfered and proScured others ta be 
substituted; and to prevent such as w^re distinguish- 
ed for their attachment to the cause of religious free- 
dom from- offering themselves as candidates, they got 
them accused of complying with the usurpers; and 
summoned as criminals.* 

From a f>artiam6nt so constituted,*the most servile 
compfiauce might have been anticipated ; but to en- 
suf e their submiswsion, an act of indemnity had been 
withheld firom Scotland; and, while every one dread- 

* Were it not that mankind have a strange propensity to reward 
with injury favours they feel too great to repay, and to heap injus- 
tice upoir their benefactors in order to conceal their ingratitude, we 
would be astonished at the cendtict of Charles; but having often, in 
private life, seen that to raise a wreteh from penury, was to incur 
his hatred, if we did jiot, al the sdme time, riS6 in proportion ; we 
confbss that the ingratitude of princes to those who l^Lve suoooured 
them in distress, ceases to excite those strong feelings of reprobation, 
whi6h we have oflen heard pien in humbler Iife,*who were them- 
selves guil^ of grosser injustice, express against crimes, whoso 
highest aifgravation was, that ibey were committod by persons of 
rank. 
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ed his individual safety^ th« whole assisted in destroy- 
ing that public liberty which might have afforded a 
better chance for security than the will of a prince or 
tbe favour of a parasite. The regalia, always carried 
before the ccnnmissioner at the opening of a session, 
were borne — the crown by .the Earl of Crawford, the 
sceptre by Sutherland, and the sword by Mar. The 
Duke of Hamilton and the Marquis of Montro§e rode 
knmediately behind. Mr. Robert Douglas, who had 
preached the coronation sermon before Charles when 
he was inaugurajed at ScoAe, delivered upon this 
occasion a faithful and appropriate discourse from 2 
Chron. xix. 6. — ^' Take heed what you do^ for you 
judge not fcr man but for .the Lord^ who is with you 
in the judgment.'* 

Jhe Earl of Middleton's. commission was then 
presented, and, as had been previously agreed upon, 
an act was brought ibrward to restore to the Lord 
Chancellor the Presidentship. of parliament.. This 
act, which struck at the root of :tiie whole reforma- 
tion in Scotland, deserves, particular notice. By 
several acts of tha estates, passed during the troub- 
lous times, particularly one of the last, held in 1651, 
at. which the king himself had presided, it was en- 
acted, that, before entering upon business, every 
member should swear and subsciube th^ covenant, 
without which the constitution of parUament would 
become null and void. To have set aside these stat- 
utea openly and at -once, was thought too flagrant; 
but itJiad also been eaacted during the late struggle, 
that the President of the parUament should be elect- 
ed by parliament, instead of the Chancellor nomina- 
ted by the king; and it was therefore proj)osed to 
abolissh this privilege as- trenching upon the royal 
prerogative.. In this act, however, brought fortvard 
for that purpose, was inserted an oath of allegiance, 
whidi went to annul all preceding oaths, and covQit- 
ly to .revive the abhorrjed supremacy of the king. 
It w;as insidiously worded, in order lYijdLt those who 
w^hed to have an excuse, for compliance might take 
it without appearing uudisgnisedly to violate their 

VOL. I. 4 
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former engagements, yet suflBlciently plain to justify 
a refusal by men who were not altogether prepared 
to surrender their principles to their interest. 

By it the sovereign was acknowledged only su- 
preme governor in the kingdom over aH persofts and in 
all causes; and it was declared that no foreign prince, 
power, or state, nor person, civil por ecclesiastic, h^d 
any jurisdiction, power, or superiority over the same; 
" and therefore,'* it was added, " I utterly renounce 
and forsake all foreign jurisdictions, powers, tind 
authoritiesj and shall, at my utmost power, defend, 
assist, and maintain his majesty's jurisdiction afore- 
said against all deadly, and n'ever decline his «iajes- 
ty's ipo^er and ^urisdictien.'* The com^istgnt and 
stricter part of the Presbyterians were not imposed 
upon. They considered, and correctly' as it -after- 
Wards appeared, that this was a complete acknow- 
ledgment of the king's ecclesiastical supremacy, and 
conferred upon him the power to alter or innovate 
at his pleasure upon the religion of the country. In 
parliament, however,'almost the whole took the oath 
without remark, except the "Earls- of Cassils q^nd 
Melville of the nobles, and* the Laird of Kilburme 
of the commissioners, who would not subscribe, it 
\mless allowed to limit the king's supremacy to civil 
matters — an explanation which Middleten was dis- 
posed to admit of verbally, but, knowing tiie exftent 
to which allegiance w-as to be required, he refused 
to permit this explanation to be recorded. 

Having thus dispensed with the obligation -of the 
covenant as a parliament-oath, and reinstated his 
majesty in his ecclesiastical power, they proceeded to 
restore to him a less questionable part of the prerog- 
ative—the nomination of the oflScers of state, privy 
counsellors, and Lords of Session^ the right of con- 
v(^dng and dissolving parliament, ctf commanding 
the militia, and of making peace and war. These 
powers, which* -are now deemed necessary for the 
support of the crown in regular prdinaiy times, had 
been assumed by the estates of Scotland (1649) on 
accoimt of their abuse by the English ministers and 
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favourites, at a pco-iod when our country, from being 
the poorest of the two united kingdoms, and the 
most distant from the immediate presence of the 
king, was peculiarly liafele to be oppressed by those 
who obtained possession of the royal ear: — and the 
whole of the succeeding mdancholy period evinces 
but too clearly how well founded was the jealousy 
entertained of the power intrusted to a monarch who 
was a non-resident But what then particularly dis- 
guised the friends of freedom, was, lo observe in 
their re-enactment, the express unqus^fi^d avowal 
of the ^vish tenets of the divine rights of kings, and 
th^ir acfeountability to God. alone, the assertion of 
which had occasioned aH the troubles, of the land, 
had brought Charles I. m the block, and which was 
eventnally to forfeit for the Stuarts the threne of 
their fathers* 

Sudden and astoiiishii^ ^s had b^en the revolu- 
tion that had taken place in the public feelings and 
morais, smd outrageously violent as the shoutings of 
newfangled loyalty had heeux against the treasons 
and insults of the remonstrators, still the covenants 
were esteemed sacred botids by an imposing number 
of the worthiest paft of the conmiumty, whom.it 
nught not have been advisable to shock too abrupt- 
ly. These revered engagements were therefore first 
attacked obliquely in an act- which purported merely 
to assert a* constitutional truth respecting " his ma- 
jesty's royal prerogative. in makii^ of leagues and 
the convention of the subjects,^' wnich,- after narra- 
ting some enactments forbidding eouneils, conven- 
tionf, or assemblies, for determining matters of state, 
civil or ecclesiastical, without his majesty's command 
or license, declared that any explanation or glosse 
that, during these troubles, had^been put upon, these 
acts — ^^ as, ^ tiiat they are not to be extended against 
any leagues, councils, conventions, assemblies, or 
meetings^ made, holden, or kept by the subject for 
preservation of the king*s majesty, the religion, laws, 
or Uberties of the kingdom, or for the pubUc good 
either of kirTc. or kingdom,' are false and disloyai.'* 
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No opposition having been made to this act, a more 
decisive followed; annulling the "pretended" con- 
vention of estates kept in 1643, which had entered 
into the Solemn League and Covenant, but which, 
n»t having been convoked by the king, although 
afterwards approved, afforded at least some pretext 
for disallowing it. Next came an act "-conoeming 
the League and Covenant, declaring that there was 
no obligation on the kingdom by covenant to en- 
deavour, by arms, a reformation of religitm in the 
kingdom of England, or to n^dle in any eeditious 
way in any thing concerning the *rriigion and gov- 
ernment of the churches of England and Ireland./' 
..With this, peihaps, there jwas little iquandL The 
attempts to obtain unifonAlty in religion, and to 
procure a hollow pr<)fession erf the form, where the 
reality was notoriously wanting, was a poUtical sm, 
for which the' covenanters had suffered severely 
ahready, and the repetition of which it might be laud- 
able to prevent; yet, as the Solemn League^and 
Covenant had been fonnally, folly, and repeatedly 
sanctioned by alT the members of the state in subse- 
quent parUaments, and was by many good men con- 
sidered irreversible, it might hdve been more deco- 
rous to have allowed it to remain a dead letter, 
especially as it had been renounced by the English, 
aiul eould not. in such cireumstanees be s\pted upon 
by the Scots. Ccwasiderable reluctance was expr^iss- 
ed respecting Uiis measure ; and, to silence opposi- 
tion, the commissicmer informed tiie House that he 
had no orders from his royal master^ to encroach 
upon the National Covenant or upon the oonsciehoes 
of the people ; but as to- leagues with other nations, 
he conceived they could not now subsist wjih the 
laws of thp king. One honest man, however, had 
the coinage publicly to avow that he could do no- 
thing against his lawful oath .and covenaut ; aAd 
nunKjerswho could not approve of the act, silently 
withcbrew. To make the anntilling of the covenant 
more palatable, the managers sweetened th^ driiught 
by an act against papists, priests, and Jesuits, whQ3e 
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numbers they asserted more abounded of late, and 
insinuated as if the covenants had been the cause of 
the increase !. 

Preparatory to. the bloody tragedy with -^hich 
they were ta conclude, an act was passed approving 
of the eHga^gemfent, and vilifying in .the most bitter 
terms all who opposed that expedition, ruinous 
equally to the king and to the country; and another, 
condemning the transactions respecting the deliver- 
ing up of Charles I. at Newcastle, and declaring the 
approval of -them by the parliament, 1647, to have 
beon the deed of a few factious, disloyal persons, and 
not the deed-of the nation. AU the acts which had 
been voted were embodied into a declaration, entitled 
an acknowledgment of his majesly's prerogative, 
which, together with the oath of altegiaftce, every 
person holding a place of public trust was required 
to substribe, and all pther persons who should be 
required by his majesty's privy council, or any hav- 
ing authority from them, should be inquired to take 
and swear; and whoever should refuse or. delay to 
take them, were not only to be rendered incapable 
of any office of public trust, but be looked upon as 
persons disaffected to hi§ majesty's authority and 
government. 

Hitherto^ a majority of the. Presbyterian ministers 
— ^the remoBstrators excepted — had remained silent, 
while those who, after Mr. D.ouglas, were employed 
to preach before parliament, shamefully flattered the 
proceedings of the day, by declaiming against sedi-> 
tious bands and the irregularity of the times, and 
inculcating the courtly. doctrine of gratitude for their 
gracious deliverance from tyranny and usurpation, 
and for the miraculous reistoration of. the .king-^the 
duty of unlimited confidence in the best of princ6s ; 
and some went so far as to recommend Episcopacy 
as that form of church-government that suited best 
with monarchy ; but when the plans of the managers 
began to be developed, even the resolutioners were 
painfully constrained to suspect that they had been 
duped, and that their "brethren vho wished af first 
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to make an explicit declaration of their fears, and to 
supplicate against encroachmeflt, acted the wiser and 
more reputable part. When too late, they scrw the 
folly of admitting to power men of bad principles, 
and trusting either to their professions of Yejjentance 
or the smallness of their numbet. 'fhe ministers of 
Edinburgh now attempted to stem' the torrent; they 
had frequent interviews with the Earl of Middleton, 
who, during the progress of the measures, treated 
them with respect and fair promises. They entreat- 
ed that, in the oath of allegiance, the supremacy of 
the king Ynight be restricted to his right as supreme* 
goventor in civil affairs, aM in ecclesittstical, as de- 
fined in the Confession of Faith, ch. 23; that it might 
be declared by parliament that they did not intend - 
to make void the oath of God: and that anfict might 
be passed ratifying anew the Confession of Faith and 
Directory of Worship. His Grace politely promised 
to transmit their desires to the king, and requested 
that they would draw out an act of ratification, such 
as they would consider satisfactory, and he would 
attend to it, •which th'ey accordingly did. . 

But, whUe "he was amusing them in this manner, 
a measure was in progress — ^the wildest and most 
extravagant ever tried in any legislative body — ^for 
which, however, the Scottish parliament, by a " pe- 
culferity in its constitution, afforded every facility. 
That peculiarity consisted in having a committee, 
called the Lords of the Articles, composed of from 
eight to twelve persons of each estate, who prepared 
all the biHs brought before the House; so that when 
they were presented th§ members had little -else to 
do but to vote. This conimittee, at all times undeF 
the influence of the crown, was, in the present in- 
stance, completely devoted^ to the king's pleasure, 
and' ready to approve and propose whatever he 
desired. Every thjng had been so arranged by 
them, that the pariiament wa*s only required to meet 
in the afternoon of two days in the week,* \rtiere 

* Before this, it had been the custom for parliament to meet at 
nine o'clock A. M. and 'sometimes earlier, while their conmiittees 
met about seven to prepare the business. 
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the important acts alreatjy noticed, together with 
others oT a civil nattlre, of scarcely less consequence, 
had passed precipitately almost without discussion. 
Even {his method, howevet, se'emed' too slow for 
accomplishing the total overthrow of the work of 
reformation, and an idea was now revived, which 
had been originally suggested in a ipeeting at Lon- 
don by Sir George M'Kenzie of Tarbet, for disan- 
nulling at onfe sweep the whole of the parliaments 
whose proceedings were disagreeable to the present 
rulers, or presented any obstacle to the est?ibUsh- 
ment of imlimited despotism. 

Middleton had brought to Scotland, not^only the 
high monarchical principles, but the shameless man- 
ners of the English court, rendered still more dis- 
graceful by the regardless habits of a rough merce- 
nary. Short as were the sessions of parliament, and 
late in the day as they met^ he and his companions 
occasionally reeled 40 the- House in such a state,- that 
an iminediate acQourhment became necessary. Their 
sederunts at the Palace were more prottactedi and 
thjB nlost important affairs were settled on these 
occasions, when all difficulties were got rid of, with 
a facility far beyond the'reach of forenoon-disputants, 
engaging each other in a dry cJebate. At some such 
carousal, a jocular remark of Primrose's is said to 
have- decided the commissioner; and the draught of 
a bill, rescinding all the parliament^ which had met 
since 1640, as illegal and rebellious, was. framed and 
attempted to be hurried through parUament with the 
same rapidity as the rest. • An unexpected opposi- 
tion delayed its passage! As "that incomparable 
king," Charles I., had freely presided at one, and the 
king himself at two others, some of the best aflfected 
to the court did not approve of an act, which they 
said went to throw a sIuf uponlhe memory of the 
blessed martyr, and was highly disrespectful to his 
present majesty. What staggered, however, even 
that assemblage, base and' servile as it was, was the 
danger bf destroying all the legal foundations ef 
security for private property. If parliaments, regu- 
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lariy constituted in the roy^l presence, could be thus 
easily jset aside^ another parliament 'following the 
precedent might make this void, and render the 
tenures of their rights and possessions as unstable'as 
they would be under the firman of an eastern sultan. 
To satisfy these, it was es^xessly pi;ovided, that all 
acts, rights, and. securities passed in any of the pre- 
tended meetings, or by virtue thereof, in feivour of 
any particular persons for their civil and private 
interests, should stand good and^ valid unto them, 
excepting only such as should be questioned before 
the act of indemnity; and notwithstanding the efforts 
of the Ead of Loudon, and a few others, a majority 
agreed to undo all that had been done in fevour of 
religion and Hberty for the preceding twenty years, 
and to wreath aroimd their necks the yoke tjiat had 
galled their fathers for other twenty before. 

Some indistinct iiumours of the rescissory act hav- 
ing reached the ministers of, Edinburgh, the presby- 
tery assembled to draw up a supplication, praying 
that^h^ir church-government might be preserved, to 
them amid this general wreck, and that some new 
civil sanction might be granted in place of the statutes 
about to be repealed j and three of the most complai- 
sant were deputed id the commissioner, to sbow it 
before presenting to parliament. - His Grace prevail- 
ed upon them to delay doing any thmg in the busi- 
ness, and they, who appear to have been very wil- 
ling to oblige, acceded, and the bill passed, like all 
the rest, without any representation by the ministers 
against it Next day, when they learned it had been 
voted by a large majority, a deputation of a different 
stamp, with Mr. David Dickson at their head, waited 
upon Middleton to remonstrate; but he had attained 
his object, and they found him in a very different 
mood. He received their paper in a very discour- 
teous manner, and told them they were mistaken if 
they thought to terrify him with their papers — ^he was 
no coward. Dickson pointedly replied — ^''He knew 
well his Grace was no coward, ever since the Bridge 
of Dee'' — a sarcasm the Earl seemed to feel, ajs he 
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had there distinguished hunself,' fighting in the cause 
of -the coYeoant against the kmg*s army. Nor did 
his chagrin abate when he was reminded of the vows 
he had made to serve the Lord and his interest, in 
1645, when under serious impressions in the pros- 
pect of death; but turning round pettishly asked, 
"What do you talk to me for about a fit of the colic?" 
and entirely rejfused to have any thing to do with 
their supplication. • - 

An evasive deceitful apt followed, allowing pres- 
byteries and syHods to meet, but promising to. make 
it his majesty^ care to settle the govesnment of ^e 
church in such a frame- as should be most agreeable 
to the wofd of God, most suitable to monarchical 
government, and most complying with the public 
peace and quiet ef the kingdom. It did not tend to 
allay the fears of the ministers, who wrote an urgent 
letter to Lauderdale, reminding him of their siiffer- 
ings for the king, of the steadiness of their loyalty, 
and their opposition to tiie Iteats of some during the 
times of disttaction ; and entreating him,i)y his zeal 
for his majesty's service, and his love for Ms motjier 
church, to interpose with his Hiajesty to prevent any 
prejudice to her established government, and pro- 
cure the calling of a General Assembly as the king 
had promised. . 

PuHic fasts were now kept in various parishes 
throifghout the oountry, anfl the synods met to pre- 
pare supplications' for some confirmatory act to set 
the people . at rest with regard to their religion. 
No * attention was paid by the secretary to their 
application, and visiters were seflt to the different 
synods to prevent their taking any disagreeable steps, 
or dissolve them if they proved refractory. Accord- 
ingly jj:he synod of Duinfries was dissolvfed by Queens- 
berry and Hartfield, who were both exceedingly 
drunk at the time, and appear to have dispersed the 
ministers with very little ceremony, and without any 
resisttoce. Fife was equally quietly dismissed^ by 
the Earl of Rothesj^ who entered while they were, in 
the midst of their business; anS, ordering them to 
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dismiss in the king's name^ they obeyed:* in their 
respective presbyteries, they afterwards approved of 
a petition, and declared their adherence to the prin- 
ciples of the church of Scotland. Glasgow and Ayr 
being the most obnoxious, was discharged by pro- 
clamation, after they had drawn up a supplication, 
which was delayed being presented through the 
mancBuvres of a few among themselves who after- 
wards became prelatic dignitaries. The synod of 
Lothian split, and, at ihe desire of the Earl of Cal- 
lendar, suspended five of their most .pious members, 
and removed two from their charges before they were 
themselves forcibly -turned off. The northern Judi- 

* Lamont, in his usual natve manner, thus narrates the transac- 
tion : — 

" 1661, Apryll 2. The Provincial AsseijAly of Fyfe sat at St 
Andrews, yrhere Mr. David Forrestf minister of Kilconquhar, was 
moderator. Aftef they had sitten a day, and condescended upon 
a peaper to be sent to his majestic, wishing he mig-ht be as good 
as "his word, etc. ' [This, In reference, be Jiad sent doune to tiie 
presbyt&ry of Edinboroughc, Sbpt. J, 1660.] As alsa speaking of 
another peaper to be intimat in the several! parish chucches, to 
put peopell in mynde of thehr oath to God in covenant, in cftise that 
episcopacy should againe be established m this land : as also speak- 
ing against Something done by the present parliament, in cancelling 
the league and covenant with £nHand, etc. The nixt day, in the 
afternoon, they we«e raised by the Earle of Rothes and the Laird of 
Ardrosse, two members of parliament, (young Balfour Beton being 
present with them for the tyme,) and desyred them, under the paine 
of treason, presently to repaire to their several charges, which they 
accordingly did. In ihe meane whiUe, (he ^moderator offered to 
speake : and Rothes answered, Sfr, wither doe ye speake as a private 
man, ox as the mouth of this meeting ? If you speake as the month 
of this meeting, you speake high treason and rebellion. After that, 
Mr. David Forrest followed Rothes to his chamber, and spoke to 
him ; tmd amoqge othor things, speaking of the covenant, he said, 
that few or none of ther meeting hot had ministered the covenant to 
hundreds, hot for himsef he had tendered it to thousands; and if he 
sould be silent at this time, and speake nothing of it, hot betray tlM 
peopell, he said he wist not what he disserved— hanging were too 
little foe him. Rothes professed to this judicatory that it was sore 
against his will that he came to that employment. However, many 
of the ministrie blames Mr. James Sharpe, miniliter of Craill, £>r the 
present chaplaine to his majesties commissioner, Earle of Middle- 
ton, for tl^er scattering; for he wtblI over to some of them some 
dayee before,. that a storme was like to breake ; and the said Mr. 
David Forrest said of him that he was thp g^reatest knave that ever 
was in the kirke of Scotlande.** 
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catures were little disturbed, their majorities general- 
ly " fitllmg in with the times." 

The remaining acts of this parliament, respecting 
ecclesiastical affairs^ and which -became instnlments 
of cruelty and grounds of persecution. Were, the 
seventeenth, enjoining the «9th of May — the anni- 
versary of the Restoration, also the king's birth-day 
— to be set apart as a day holy wito the Lord for 
ever, to be part employed in public prayers, thanks- 
giving, preaching, and praises to God for so trans- 
cendent mercies, and the^ remaining part spent in 
lawful diversions suited to so solemn an occasiori; 
and the thirty-sixth, restoring " the unreasonable and 
unchristian burden of patrons -and presentations" 
upon the chmt^h. 

Having virtually subverted Presbytery, restored 
every abolished abuse, and obtained in the preambles 
of several of their acts repeated expressions of the 
parliament's' detestation and abhorrence of all that 
was done m the " rebellious and distracted times," it 
was requisite that those who had been the most stren- 
uous assertors of the civil and religious rights of their 
country, and who had •been the chief instruments of 
the late' Refcrmation, should be punished for their 
temerity. Accordingly, the most noble the Marquis 
of Argyle, who stood first on the list, was, on the 
13th of February, brought to trial. He had been 
sent down from London by sea, along with Swinton 
of that ilk, in the latter end of 1660, ancl had en- 
countered that storm in which the records of ScotlanU 
were iost;*' since when he had lain in the Castle; but 
the first hurry being over, his case was proceeded in 
— ^the commissioner ahticipating a reward for his ser- 
vices firom the confiscation of his estates. 

His activity in the cause of religion, and the great 

* These had been seized and sent to London by the English during 
the ciyilwar, and, upon the Restoration, were ordered to be return- 
ed to Scotland ; but, as it was supposed the original Covenant which 
CSuurles had signed was ^unong them, they were detained on pur- 
poee to search £|r it, in order to destroy it, till late in the season, 
when the weaUier b^am^ tempestuous, and the vessel that carried 
them woslost 
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power he had long enjoyed, had created him many 
enemies, and gave rise to many ealtmmies, which 
made even his friends dread the investigation. But 
the most painful endeavours.could establish nothing 
against -him, except his compelled submission to* the * 
English, after every county in Scotland had acknow- 
ledged their superiority. His indictment consisted 
of fourteen distinct charges narrating alm^t^ll the 
public acts of the nation in which he had had any 
share, since his first joining the covenanters, till the 
final protectorate of Ricl^rd Cromwell, and attri- 
buting to him as treasonable acts, his concidrrence 
with the different parliaments, or his obedience to 
their orders^and his submission to the usurper's gov- 
ernment, and sitting and voting in. his parliament, 
together with having positively advised Cromwell 
and Ireton, in a conference in 1648, to take away 
the late king's )ife, without which they could not be 
safe, or at least knew and concealed the horrid de- 
sign. The last cliarge, which the JNIarquis strenuously 
denied, was jiot insisted on; nor does there appear to 
have been any foundation for it. * ' 

In his reply, he enumerated aU thefavoiurs he had 
received from the former and the- reignipg sovereign, 
and desired the parliament to consider how imlikely 
it was that he should have entertained any design 
to the hurt or dishonour of either. He could «ay 
with Paul in another case, the things alleged against 
him could not be proven; but this he would confess, 
that, in tfie way allowed by solemn oaths and cove- 
nants, he served his God, hfs king, and' country: he 
besought those who were capable of understanding, 
when those things for which he was challenged were 
acted, to recollect what was the conduct of the whole 
kingdom at the time, and how both themselves and 
others were led on in these actions without any rebel- 
Uous inclination; and entreated those who were then 
young to be charitable to their predecessors, and to 
censure sparingly these actions, with all the circum- 
stances of which they were unacquaiuted; for often 
the smallest circumstance 'ultered entirely the nature 
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of an action. In all popular and universal insurrec- 
tions communis error facit jus : et consuetudo pec- 
candi minuit crimen et pcenam. As to what he 
had done before the year 1651, he pled his majesty ^s 
indemnity granted in the parliament at Perth; and 
for what he had done since, under the usurpers, they 
were but common compliances, wherein all the king- 
dom did share equally, and for doing which many 
had express allowance from his majesty, who de- 
clared he thought it prudence, and not rebellion, for 
honest men to preserve themselves from ruin, and 
thereby reservQ themselves till God should show 
some probable way for his return. Besides, among 
all those who complied passively, none was less 
favoured by the usurpers than himself— what he did 
was but self-defence, and, being the effect of force^ 
could not amount to a crime. 

When he had finished, his advocates, Messrs. Sin- 
clair, Cunningham, and M'Kenzie, afterwards Sir 
Greorge, protested, that, seeing they stood there by 
order of parliament, whatever should escape them in 
pleading foi the life, honour, and estate-of their client, 
might not thereafter be brought against them as 
treasonable — a common form and usually sustained ; 
but on this occasion the parliament would not admit 
the protestation, lest they might allow themselves 
upon that pretext the liberty of speaking things pre- 
judicial to his majesty^s government, and therefore 
desired them to speak at their peril. His advocates 
being strangers to his cause, as the ones he wished 
were a&aid to appear, he requested a short delay to 
prepare his defence fully; but this being referred to 
the Lords of the Articles, they cruelly denied his 
reasonable request; upon which he gave in a suppli- 
cation and submission, throwing himself entirely 
upon the king^s mercy, and entreating the interces- 
sion of the parliament on his behalf. This, also, 
tiiey refused to listen to. ^ 

After which, his lordship gave in a bill, desuing 
to be remitted for trial before the justice court, as the 
intricacy of bis case would require learned judges. 
VOL. I. 5 
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Nor was it to be supposed that every gentleman or 
burgess could understand points of law; neither 
were they his peers; and. a nobleman should be 
judged by his peers. His prosecutors, bent upon 
his ruin, construed this application into a declining 
the jurisdiction of parliament, and required him to 
own it, or inform them who had written the petition. 
The Marquis, perceiving that every possible advan- 
tage would be taken against him, was extremely 
perplexed; but his advisers avowed the paper, and, 
after a warm debate, the petition was rejected, but 
the advocates were excused. He thpn requested to 
be allowed the benefit of exculpatory proof, and to 
bring forward witnesses, who could either attest his 
innocence or give such explanations as would alleviate 
his guilt; even this, the last privilege of the lowest 
crimuial, he could not obtain, and was commanded 
immediately to proceed to his defence — ^likewise an 
imusual and oppressive mode of procedure, as it had 
been customary to discuss first the relevancy of the 
indictment; that is, whether the facts charged actu- 
ally constituted the crimes alleged, and thus to give 
the accused a chance of escape from a cumulative 
treason, or from any legal informality that might 
occur. 

All the Marquis's reasonable requests and objec- 
tions being thus disposed of, his defences, with the 
Lord Advocate's replies, duplies, and triplies — ^papers 
of enormous length — ^were fully read before parlia- 
ment, as tiresome, tedious, and unfair a mode of 
conducting a trial before a court, consisting of some 
hundred individuals, as- could possibly have been 
contrived. When ended, a debate ensued, and the 
Lord Advocate restricted his charge to the acts com- 
mitted after 1651, a letter haying been procured from 
the king forbidding any person to be I)rosecuted for 
any deed antecedent to the indemnity of that year. 
This letter, which was ^inderstood to have been pro- 
cured by Lauderdale and Lorn — ^who had staid at 
London to. attend to his father's interest — somewhat 
disconcerted the managers, who were now persuad- 
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ed that the secretary had espoused Argyle's cause; 
and therefore, to counteract this influence, despatched 
Glencaim and Rothes to court, with a letter from 
parUament approving of the whole proceedings, 
accompanied by Mr. James Sharpe, to mform his 
majesty respecting the state of the Church. 

Grlenpaim actively stirred up the vindictive feel- 
ings of the treacherous Monk and the bigoted Hyde, 
while Rothes reminded Lauderdale of the former 
treatment he had received from the Marquis, how 
dangerous -a competitor he might yet be if he escap- 
ed, and hinted at the imprudence of committing 
himself too far with a declining- faction. Their argu- 
ments prevailed; and, from the date of their arrival, 
repeated expresses were sent down to Scotland, urg- 
ing forward the-triaL 

The relevancy having been sustained, proof was 
led with regard to his compliance with the usurpers; 
but the evidence was by no means satisfactory, espe- 
cially to judges almost all of whom had been ten 
times more deeply implicated than he, and the issue 
was doubtful; when, after the debate and examina- 
tion were closed, and parliament was proceeding ^o 
consider the whole matter, an express from London 
knocked violently at the door. Upon being admit- 
ted, he presented a packet to the commissioner, 
which was believed to be a pardon or some warrant 
in frtvour of the Marquis, ei^ecially as tiie bearer 
was a Campbell, but, upon its being opened, it was 
found to contain a great many letters addressed by 
Argyle to Monk when commanding in Scotland, 
which he had perfidiously reserved, to produce, if 
absolutely necessary, for the conviction of his former 
friend; and, on being informed by the commissioner's 
agents of the "scantiness of probation,'* had trans- 
mitted them by post to supply the deficiency. There 
was now no room for hesitation; the parliament 
were perfectly satisfied that the rebel English Gene- 
ral had received the reluctant submission and forced 
co-operation of the last royalist nobleman in. Scot- 
land who yielded to the fortime of the victorious 
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republicans, and therefore Ai^le was guilty of a 
treason which Monk had obliged him to commit ! 
The proof of his compliance waa complete ; and next 
day he was condemned and forfeited. The manner 
of his execution was put to the vote, '^hang or be- 
head,'* when it was carried that he should be be- 
headed, and >his head placed on the same spike, on 
the top of the tolbooth, whence Montrose's had been 
but lately removed. 

During the whole of this protracted trial, which 
lasted from the 13th of February till the 25th of 
May, his behaviour was meek and composed, al- 
though attacked with the most virulent abuse by 
the reptiles who crouched before him in the hour of 
his prosperity. .When in his own defence he asked, 
how could I suppose that I was acting criminally, 
when the learned gentleman, his majesty's advocate, 
took the same oaths to the Commonwealth with 
myself? Sir John Fletcher replied to a question he 
could not answer, by calling him an impudent vil- 
lain. The Marquis mildly said, he had learned in 
his affliction to endure reproach. After his case 
appeared desperate, his friends planned an escape, 
partly by force, and partly by stratagem, and a num- 
ber of resolute gentlemen had engag^ in it; but, 
after he had consented, and had even put on a female 
dress, in which he was to be carried out of the Cas- 
tle, he changed his mind, threw aside his disguise, 
and declared he was determined not to disown the 
cause he had so long appeared for, but was resolved 
to suffer to the utmost. 

When brought to receive sentence, there were but 
few, and' these the most determined time-serving 
sycophants, in the House, shame or compassion pre- 
venting a number who had decided his fate from 
hearing it announced; yet even they could not help 
moralizing on the mutability of human glory, though, 
when he requested a delay of only ten days, that the 
king might be acquainted with the result of his trial, 
they refused that short interval, and prevented his 
last chance of mercy ! 
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He heard his sentence with equanimity. The Earl 
of Crawford, who pronounced it in absence of the 
Chancellor, told him he must receive it kneeling, and 
he immediately knelt, saying, " That I will with all 
humility." When rising, he remarked, " I had the 
honour to put the crown upon the king's head, may 
God bestow on him a crown of glory. Now he 
hastens me to a better crown than his own.'** Then 
addressing. the commissioner and parliament, "you 
have the indemnity of an earthly king,'^ said he, 
" among your hands, and have denied me a share 
in that; but you cannot hinder me from .the indemni- 
ty of the King of kings ; and i^ortly you must bfe 
before his tribimal. I pray he may not mete out such 
measure to you as you have done to me, when you 
are called to account- for all your actings, and this 
among the rest.'' 

After sentence he was conducted to the common 
jail, where his lady was waiting for him. "They 
have given me," said^ne as he entered, "till Monday, 
my dear, to be with you ; let us improve it." As she 
embraced him, she sobbed out — ^'^The Lord will re- 
quire it y- The Lord will require it !" arid wept bitter- 
ly. Nor could the officer who attended him, nor any 
who were present, avoid shedding tears at the scene. 
The Marquis, too, was at first considerably affected, 
but becoming composed, "Forbear!" said he affec- 
tionately to the Marchioness, "forbear! truly J pity 
them — ^they know not what they are doing. They 
may shut me in where they please, they cannot shut 
out God from me; for my part, I am as content ta be 
here as in the Castle. I was as content in the Castle 
as in the Tower of London ; and as content there as 
when at liberty; and I hope to be as content on the 
scaffold as in any of them all." He then added, " he 
remembered a text that had been cited to him by an 
honest minister — ^^ When Ziklag was taken and burnt, 
the people spake of stoning IJavid*; but he encour- 
aged himself in the Lord.' " 

* KirktoD, p. 103, et seq. 
5* 
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The solemn interval he spent in exercises befitting 
a dying Christian; and though rather of a timid dis- 
position, yet during the short space that now-separa- 
ted him from eternity, and with the immediate pros- 
pect of a violent death, his mind was elevatQd above 
his natural temper, and he desired those about him 
to observe "that the Lord had heard his prayers, and 
removed all fear from him." To some ministers per- 
mitted to attend him he said, "that they -i^ould short- 
ly envy him who had got before," adding, ^ mind I 
tell it you; my skill fails me if you who are ministers 
will not either suffer much or sin much; for though 
you go along with these men in part, if you do it not 
in all things, you are but where you were, and so 
must suffer; and if you go not at all with them you 
can but siiffer." Mr. Robert Douglas and Mr. 
George Hutchinson preached in the tolbooth, at his 
desire, on the Lord's day ; and at night his lady, at 
his particular request, took leave. Mr. David Dick- 
son spent the last night with him that he spent on 
earth, which passed delightftdly in prayer, praise, 
and spiritual conversation, except a few hours he 
enjoyed of cahn and tranquil repose. On Monday, 
he rose early, and was much occupied in settling his 
worldly affairs; but, while signing some conveyances, 
his spiritual joy was such, that he exclaimed with 
rapture before the company, "I thought to have 
concealed the Lord's goodness, but it will not do. I 
am now ordering my affairs, and God is sealing my 
chartei: to a better inheritance, saying, * Son, be ©f 
good cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee.' " He wrote 
a letter to the king, expressing his satisfection that 
nothing had been proved against him but his being 
forced to submit to the unlawful power of usurping 
rebels — ^the epidemic and fault of the time — ^praying 
his majesty's princely goodness and favour to his 
wife and family after his decease, and requesting 
that his just debts 'njight be allowed to be paid out 
of his estate. He dined with a number of friends at 
twelve o'clock; after which he retired a little, and 
returned from his private devotions in a holy rapture. 
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A sense of the forgiveness of his sins made the teiurs 
of joy run from his eyes; and, turning to Mr. 
Hutchison, " I think," said he, "His kindness over- 
comes me, but God is good to me; he lets not out too 
much of it here, for he knows I could not bear it;" 
and thinking the time was expired, added, ^ Get me 
my cloak — let us go;" but being told that the clock 
had been put back, he answered they were fiir in the 
wrong, and kneeled down and prayed. As he ended, 
notice was sent that the bailies waited him, upon 
which he called for a glass of wine, and' asked a 
blessing. Then he declared his readiness — ^^*Now 
let us go and God go with us." When leaving the 
room, he said to those who remained, "I could die 
like a Roman, but choose rather to die as a Christian. 
Come away, gentlemen; he that goes first goes clean- 
liest." Calling Mr. Guthrie as he went down, he 
embraced him and took farewell. Mr. Gu^rie's 
parting benediction was — "My lord, God hath been 
with you, he is with you, and He will, be with you; 
and such is my respect for your lordship, that, if I 
were not under the sentence of death myself, I could 
cheerfully die for your lordship." 

The Marquis was accompanied to the place of 
execution by several noblemen and gentlemen in 
mourning. He walked steadily down the street, and, 
with the greatest serenity, mounted the scaffold, 
which was filled with his friends, of whom he had 
given in a list, and whose names were contained in 
a warrant subscribed by the commissioner. After 
Mr. Hutchison had prayed, his lordship addressed 
the spectators. He did not attempt any explanation 
of his conduct. " I came not here," were his hum- 
ble expressions, "to justify myself but the Lord, who 
is holy in all his ways and righteous in all his works; 
holy and blessed is his name. Neither came I to 
condemn others. I know many will expecit that I 
should speak against the hardness of. the sentence 

F renounced against me, but I will say tiothing of it. 
bless the Lord, I pardon all men, as I desire to be 
pardoned of the Lord myself: let the wiU of the Lord 
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be^done.'^ He then, as in the "presence of God, dis- 
claimed having entered upon the work of reforma- 
tion from any motive of self-interest or personal dis- 
satisfaction with the government He had ever been 
cordial in his desires to bring the king home, and in 
his endeavours for him when he was at home ; nor 
had he ever corresponded with his enemies during 
the time he was in the country. " I confess," he 
continued, *^ many look on my condition as a suffer- 
ing condition ; but I bless God, He who hath gone 
before, hath trode the wine-press of the Father's 
wrath, by whose sufferings I hope my sufferings 
shall not be eternal. I shall not speak much to those 
things for which I am condemned, lest I seem to 
condemn others. I wish the Lord to pardon theuL 
I say no more." 

Jhen chajiging the subject, he continued — ^^ There 
pre seme, and those not openly profane, who, if their 
private interest go well, they care not whether re- 
ligion or the. church of God sink or swim. But, 
whatever they think, God hath laid engagements on 
Scotliemd. We are tied by covenants to religion and 
reformation, and it paisseth the power of all magis- 
trates under heaven to absolve a man from the oath 
of God. It is the duty of every Christian to be loyal ; 
but God must have his as well as Caesar. Religion 
must not be secondary. They are the best subjects 
who are the best Christians. These times are like 
to prove very sinning times or very suffering times ; 
and let Christians •make their choice ; and truly he 
that would choose ttie better part would choose to 
suffer. Others that will choose to sin will not es- 
cape suffering. Yet I cannot say of mine own 
condition, but that the Lord in his providence hath 
mind of mercy to me even in this world ; for if I 
had been more favourably dealt with, I fear I might 
have been overcome with temptations, as many 
others are, and many more I fear will be; yea, 
blessed be Ws name, I am kept from present evil 
and evil to come ! I have no more to say but tc 
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beg the Lord, since I go away, he would bless them 
who stay behind/'* 

Having again spent some time in devotion, he 
distributed some last tokens of remembrance to the 
friends who were with him.- To the Earl of Caith- 
ness, his son-in-law, he gave his watch, saying, with 
a smile, it was fit for men to pay their debts ; and 
having promised him that watch, he now performed 
it. After his doublet was oflf, and immediately be- 
' fore he laid his head upon the block, he addressed 
those near him — ^^ Gentlemen, I desire you and all 
that hear me, again to take notice and remember, 
that, now when I am entering into eternity and to 
appear before my Judge, and as I desire salvation 
and expect eternal happiness from him, I am free from 
any accession, by knowledge, contriving, counsel, or 
any other ways, to his late majesty's death ; and I pray 
the Lord to preserve our present king his majesty, 
and fo pour his best blessings upon his person and 
government; and the Lord give him good and faith- 
ftd counsellors.'* Mr. Hutchison, his attendant min- 
ister, on bidding him finally adieu, used a Scottish 
phrase, peculiarly emphatic — ^'^My lord, now hold 
your grip sicker.'' The appropriate force of the ex- 
pression was felt by the sufferer. " You know, Mr. 
Hutchison, what I said to you in the chamber, I am 
not afraid to be surprised with fear ;" and the Laird 
of Skelmorlie, who took him by the hand at this 
awful moment, felt that no tremour in his veins be- 
lied the assertion. He then knelt, offered up his 
last prayer, and upon dropping his hands, the -ap- 
pointed signal, the axe of the maiden fell, and his 
spirit fled to hi^ God and Saviour. His body was 
carried to Dunoon, and buried in Kilmun church. 

Argyle has ever, by the unanimous verdict of his 
Presbyterian countrymen, been considered a martyr, 
not for the form, but for the reality of their religion. 

^ • Sir George M'Kenzie, an unquestionable evidence, says — ** At 
his death he showed much stayedAess, as appeared by all his ges- 
tures, but especially by his speaking to the people, without any 
commotion, and with his ordinary gestures." — HUtcry, p. 47. 
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The form, perhaps, he might have consented to modify 
—the essence he never durst think of forsaking. 
There was a consistency in his adherence to his prin- 
ciples that claims our admiration, especially as he 
sealed his testimony by his blood. He may have 
given, as many of the excellent men of his day did, 
an undue importance to points of inferior moment, 
but the fundamental truths of the gospel were his 
hope, as, in so far as we can trust the testimony of 
hisfriends, its precepts had been the rule of his life. ' 
It is refreshing to know that his persecutors did not 
share his spoil. Through the intercession of Lauder*- 
dale, Lorn procured from the king all his father's 
estates and titles, except that of Marquis. 

Mr. James Guthrie, minister of StirUng, remark- 
able for his piety, zeal, and consistency in the cause 
of reformation-principles, followed his friend to trial 
and judgment.* He was peculiarly obnoxious to 
Middleton, having pronounced sentence of excom- 
munication upon him, and was considered the chief 
of the remonstrators, who had uniformly resisted 
communion with the malignants; but he was no less 
distinguished for his intrepid opposition to the govern- 
ment of Cromwell, whom he had boldly stigmatized 
as an usurper, at the time when all those who now 
made such flaming professions of loyalty had crouch- 
ed before him. Revered and popular among the 
lower ranks, he was not less respected among the 
worthy of the higher; for, although constrained by 
terror to condemn, no poUtical victim was ever sacri- 
ficed with more reluctance by the subordinate ranks 
of the priesthood of mammon, than was James 
Guthrie ; and even the Moloch at whose shrine he was 

* " He was the son of the Laird of Guthrie, and so a gentleman. 
When he was regent in St. Andrew's, he was very episcopal, and 
was with difficulty persuaded to take the covenant There goes a 
story, that, when he first yielded to join the covenanters in Mr, 
Samuel Rutherford's chamber, as he came out at his door, he mctt the 
executioner in the way, which troubled him; and the next visit b* 
made thither, he mett him in the same manner again, which made 
him apprehend he might be a sufferer for the covenant, as indeed 
he was."— iCirA;tQn'« liiaL p. 100. 
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immolated, expressed his regret, and bore testimony 
to his worth — ^'^Had I known," said the callous- 
hearted Charles, when he heard of Mr. Gillespie being 
suffered to live, *^ that they would have spared Gil- 
lespie, I would have saved Guthrie!" — a noble tes- 
timony, but hdppily too late to deprive that holy man 
of the honom* his Lord had provided for him with 
them who were slain for the word of God, and for 
the testimony which they held. He was arraigned 
before a court, of which the director and the presi- 
dent were his personal enemies, and of which a ma- 
jority had already prejudged his case. His pursuers 
were men who had yielded to the blast that he had 
braved, who had deserted their prince in the hour of 
his extremity, had flattered the very powers that he 
had withstood, yet now came forward with a flagrant 
effrontery to charge him with favouring an usurpa- 
tion to which they had done homage, but which he 
had suffered for withstanding; . 

On the 20th of February, he received his indict- 
ment, the general charges of which were — ^his acces- 
sion to the remonstrance — ^his writing and publishing 
that abominable pamphlet, "The Causes of God^s 
Wrath"* — ^his contriving and writing, and subscrib- 
ing "The humble Supplication of 23d August last;" 
but, chiefly, his declining, in the year 1650, his ma- 
jesty's powet in matters purely ecclesiastical, which 
branch of the royal prerogative the present managers 

» "The Causes of God's Wrath," printed after the fatal defeat at 
Worcester, which mined the hopes of the Presbyterians and their 
covenanted King, contained a faithful and pungent enumeration of 
the sins of all ranks, public and personal, in which the miscon- 
duct of the royal family and of the nobles — their defections from 
duty and the oaths of the covenant in public, and the inmiorality 
and ungodliness of their conduct in private — were treated with great 
plainness and particularity, accompanied with strong exhortations to 
repentance as the only way to avert the judgments of an offended 
God. Nor were the sins of the ministry or the people slightly passed 
over ; it was an earnest, deep call upon the nation to consider their 
ways at a time of great public suffering, when the land had been 
•courged by the presence of two armies, of which their own had 
not been the least oppressive, and when a threatened famine and an 
^tual scarcity were afflicting them. Its truth was its treason-^ 
it had the honour of being burnt. 
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were determined to assert, as they traced, and justly, 
the chief, if not the whole, of the misery the nation 
had endured under the king^s father and grandfather, 
to the opposition made by the ministry to this anti- 
scriptural jurisdiction, or, in the language of Sir 
George M^Kenzie, " because this principle had not 
only vexed King James, but was the occasion of 
much rebellion." The indictment, framed upon cer- 
tain obsolete or repealed acts in favour of popery, 
prelacy, or the kingly power, passed before the last, 
full establishment of Presbytery, charged him with 
convoking the lieges without warrant or authority 
to the disturbance of the state and church. After it 
had been read, he addressed the Lord Chancellor — 

"He was glad," he said, for he pled his own 
cause, "that the law of God was named first as 
being indeed the only supreme law, to which all 
other laws ought to be subordinate ; and there being 
an act of the first parliament of James VI., by which 
all clauses of laws or acts of parliament repugnant 
to the word of God were repealed, he hoped their- 
lordships would give most respect to this, that he 
might be judged by the law of God especially, and 
by other laws in subordination thereto. As to the 
acts of parliament upon which he was arraigned, he 
asserted the legal maxim, that where any difference 
between acts occurs, the last is that only which is to 
be considefed obligatory; and he further affirmed, - 
what almost all his judges had previously, repeated- 
ly, and upon oath allowed, that it must also be 
granted that laws and acts of parliament were to be 
understood and expounded by those solemn public 
vows and covenants contracted with God by his 
majesty and subjects, which were not only declared 
by the laws of the land to have the strength of acts 
of parliament, but, both by the law of God and com- 
mon law and light of all the nations in the world, 
are more binding and indispensable than any muni- 
cipal law and statute whatever." 

The general charge of abetting Cromwell, he de- 
fied all the world to prove if he had justice allowed* 
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hkn*, nor was -it ajttdhipted; -Ifts approval of the 
remonstrance he ^ did not deny, but this he only did 
in a legal manner, as a-member of a lega> asEMcmhl^ 
His participation in the authorship of "The Causes 
of God^s Wrath," h© avt>wed and defended. But 
in this he said he actttd mei^ly and singly from a 
consCrscining power of consoi^ice t# befoimdfaidlM 
as a nrinisler t)f the goGpei) iti the <li&»caveriag of sin 
and.guildnessf diat it bemg adcnibwledged and re- 
pented of, wrath might be taken .away -ffom the 
house of th^ king and -frofti these kingdoms. " Your 
lordship knbws^** -continued he; "what dmrge is -laid 
upon ministers of the' gospel, to give faithftil warH- 
ing to all sorts of persons, and how they expose their 
own souls to the ba^atd of eternal damnation, end 
the guiH of A^btood of those with whom they have 
to do, if tiieydo iwt diis. And you do ftlso know, 
that the prophets and'aposdes-of oibt -Lord Jesils 
Christ htauseif did fattthftmywarn all men, though it 
was Aeir krt, because of the 'same, to be reckoned 
tv^ilors and' seditious |»ersofts. My lord, I wiA it 
seriously to be ^ndered, Ih&t nothing is a^rted In 
these * Causes* as matter- of sin ahd duty; but- what 
hath 4)een the commoft received dbctrme of ^le 
Church of Scotland, the truth of which w confirthcd 
from the^word of Gk>d; and as-to matters o# fact,- as 
feir* as regards the toysi femily,- they are -na other 
thaffare mentfoiied in the'solenm -piAKc causes of 
hi&iiiMation eoiudj^scenddd upon and kept by the 
whole Church 'joindy, and his majesty and- fftmily, 
with: the 'commissioir of the 0€«\ewd Assembly and 
committee of eiftates,befer«his coronation at Perth.*' 
He also ^vowed the ** Supplieatien** ^ Edinburgh, 
which he vindic^fiBd eis containing notMng more thian 
a humble petition concerning those .^things to which 
his majesty^ «^d* alfhis subjects were engaged by 
the solemn liteversible 'oath ot th^ccPVenant, withu 
serious, representation of the dangers, threatening 
religion, and the duties pf.that sacred obligation^and 
did only, put his majesty in remembcance of holding 
ftst the. oaths of the covenant Tbe^meeting* was 
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presb3FteriAly and tberefbre iegai;. and was, besi(les^ 
a quiet) arderly couvocatioxi, without tumult, and 
li^quirih^ no partie\ilar warrant. . . ^ 

Respecting his declining, the king!s euthowty ki 
things sacred, he unhesitatingly acknswledged that 
he ^d decline the ciTil mai^trat^ as a competent 
judge of mini^tess' doctrine m the, first instanoa^ 
His authority in all things civU, he said he did with^ 
all his heart allow ^ but suchdeclinatioj^s wece ag^ree- 
able to "^e wgrd of God, whicb clearly holds forth 
that Christ. hath a visible 4(ii^dom, wMdi he exer^ 
cises in or over. his visible .members by his spiritual 
officers^ which is wholly, distil]^ from, the civil power 
and government of the world'-^-to die Confession of 
Faith and doctrine of the Church o( Scotland, which 
adoiowledge no h^ad ovet the Church of Christ but 
himself, jaor any judgment or -power In- or over his 
Churcl^ but that twhicb he heUh conmi^tted to 4he 
spiritual office-bearers thereof under him, and' had 
been the ordin9,ry practice of tha,t kirk since the time 
of the reformaliorrfroftkf opery ; and were also agree- 
able to, and founded onf tbe National Covenant '&nd 
ScrfeeMi' Leagwe and Covenant, by -vO^hich the king's 
ms^esty himsetjE^ and all the subjec^t^ of ^hat. kingdom, 
were bomid to maintain the doctrine, wor£diip,.dis- 
eipline, and'govemn^nt of ihat Churchy with solemn 
vows aiid public oaths of God. ^^ Upon these-grounds, 
thereibre/' scud be,-^^ it is thai; I ga;v« m 3fA do assert 
tl»kt declinatioQ for viii^icallng the cause, dignky, 
and royal prerogative of Jesus Christ, who }s . Kin^ 
of kings and Lord of lords, but with all due f^^>ect 
to his majesty, his gjieatne3$,«aml aptl^ority." T^en, 
after discussing the several acts of parliament that 
had been quoted, he thus concluded . ad able, and 
aigumentative speech: — . , . , 

"That I did ijevejr puqpose or- intend ta speak or 
act any thing disloyal, seditious^ or tseascHUtbleagai)^ 

* The error of Che^e gdod men was, in "allowing the civil magisr 
trate the Tight df judging of a mimsier's doctrineln anj ease'^hot- 
weii ao l«ng as he li^t withiti the proper hpnnds «f lu« paitorU 
dut^, ai^d incii]|sate4 only idigiQUB. tenets, and did not middle with 
seditious or treasonable matters. 
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bis ngiajesty's person, aittbority, or govu^nmcnt, God 
is my witness; and that what I have written, spdr 
ken, ar actedy in any of those tilings wherewith I 
am charged, ha^h been merely -and singty from a 
principle^f conscience; that,.ac«Mfding to the weak 
mea^sure of light given me of God^ I might do my 
d»ify in mv sta;ti<:«i and calling a^ a minister of the 
gospel. But because the pleaofconscieiice alone, 
although it may^extcBuate, cannot- wholly excuse^ 
I do assert that I Jiave feuiided mytspeedies, witt- 
ing^^ and actings, iii these matters, on the word of 
God, and dtr the doctrine. Confession ef -Faith, and 
laws oi this Church ami kingdcmi^— *apOn the Natmial 
Covenant of Scotland^ and the Solemn League and 
Coyenant between thei^ tlufee kingdoms. If these 
foundations &11, 1 nmst &U with them> but if- these 
sustain and stand in judgment, as I hope they wiU, I 
csmnot a(daK>w)edge ttiyself, neitilier I hopei^ll bis 
majesty^s commissioner atid the .honourable court pf 
pariiameht judge me^ guilty either ^f sedition or trea- 
son.'* 

This.trial lasted from the 20th o^ February till: tbe 
15ih. of- April; and the most strenuous efforts were 
made to indilice Mr. Guthrie to submit icnd plead for 
m^cy. He wa&eyen offered a biahoprio; but he 
deemed the object for which he* contended too im» 
portant to . b^' yielded up for a:hy eonsideration of 
tempoi^ aggrandizement * When the protraeOsd pro- 
ceedings, were drawing to a elcfse, on the 1 1th of 
April, after his defences, which were very elaborate, 
had been r^ad, he finished liis pleading by a pointed 
waA solemn appeal> which was heard with the 9iost 
profound attention, -and induced a number *to with- 
dmw, dcclariBg,.in the tai^uage of Scripture; "They 
would have, nothifig to do with the blood of that 
righteous man.** , ' * 

Addressing thp Chanoelh)r,'*My lord,^ said- the 
intrepid, nnnister. in eonelusion,**^! shall, in the last 
place, humbly beg — ^having brought such pregnant 
and dear evidence from. the W(mi of jQod, so much 
ifivine reason and human law> and so much of the 
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eonmixm- prifcclice of the -kiik and Idiigdom ia my 
cfwn defence; and being already cast out of my min- 
istry-, 4riven from iny d^refling, and d^prired t)f my 
maint^nanoe, myself and my &inily thrown apon 
the charity of othere; and having now sufitsred eighl 
months' ict^riscmment — ^that your loidships wojidd 
put no further burden upon me. But, in^the words 
of the pn^phe V ^ Bdiold 1 1 aiia in your hancis, to do to 
me what seemeth good to you/- I know for, certain 
that the Loid hath commanded ixve to speak aU these 
things, and that if you put me' to death you ^all 
bring innoc^t bk>od upon yourself and upon the 
inhabitente of this city. My lord! my conscience I 
cannot submit f but this old crazy body and morta.1 
flesh I do submit to do with whaterer you* vill> 
whether -by death; by baniiftmient, or impri3onment, 
or any tiling else> only- 1 beseech you pander well 
Vrkai profit there Is in- my blood; H is not extin- 
g^iriiing me or many others that will extinguish, the 
covenant end the work of- reformation since 1638* 
No ! niy bondage, banishment, or blood, will contri^ 
bote more for their extension than my Ufb or« liberty 
could, were I to Uve many years. I wish* to ray 
Lord- Comittisioner,.his Grace^ and to all your lord- 
riiips, the, spirit of judgment, 'wi9dom,.-and undfer- 
standykng,p-and ^e fear of the -Lord, that you may 
judge -righteous judgment, in which God may hav6 
glory, the king honour and happiness, and yourselves 
peace in tiie great day of accounts.*' But all waa of 
no avail; his death was determined on as an example 
to the Biinistersy'and ho was found guilty, upon his 
owQ confes^on, of the charges brought stgainst hfm. 
Sentence was delayed tfll the «8th o{ May, when 
th0-doom of a traitor wajs pronounced by' the Eari 
of Crawford, in absence of the Chancellor. As he 
arose from his knees — ^for he }iad been ordered to 
kneei— "My lords,^'^ said he, "may never ^his sen- 
tence more affect you than it does me ; and let never 
my blood be required of the .king's finilily!" He 
had assisted in managing his defence with an elo- 
qnence, aouteness, and legal knowledge, Aat dre^ 
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forth the tulmsmition of the jMrofes^onal geatlemen 
who were lus advocates.' ' - 

When hisf»<se was^deciiled, and he was removed 
tj& wait ^ his 9eHtenc6 was written o^ty while he 
remained a«iid the soldiers, and officer*, and servants 
of •the court, lie afterwards declared* he never felt 
more of the sensthle presence rf God, of the sweet 
intimation^ £>f peace, and 4he -real manifestations of 
divine lave and favour, than when> stnrountled with 
all their bnstie and cdnfusion. From thaf time tiii 
be went to the scaffold, he remained in a serene, 
tranquil fra»^ of. mind. On the day (rf his execu- 
tion, Jnne 1, several of his £Pieikis dined with him, 
wh^n not only his olieerAil]iieiss,.bilt even his- plea- 
«anttry,' did not forsake Wm. After dinner, he jocu* 
larly called for a little cheese, of ^wTiidhi he was very 
fond, but had been forbid by his physidans to eat 
on account of a gravelish complaint, saying, ** I hope 
I am now beyond reach of the gravel.-'' . • 

He deiiveredr his- last sfTeech from the ladder with 
the same coo^osed 'eiumestneae wldi which bei wae 
wont to deliver his ^sermons; ^He ^hanlted Gk)d that 
he suffered wUto^y,*having had it in hi» ^ower to 
have made Ins escape, or by comj^ance to have 
obtained favour, but he durst not redeem his life 
with^the loss of Ws^ integrity.'^ ^ I bless Oo^" he. 
proceeded, ^'that I die not as a fool, not that I have 
any thitig wherein to glory in myself: But I 4© 
believe that Jesus -Christ- oaiacte into the world to 
?ave sinneins, whereof -I am chief; dnrough faith in 
his-r^hteousnsss and blooA, I have obtained mexty, 
and thrott£;h him and him alone have I the blessed 
hope of a blessed conquest over mi and'^tai^ death 
and heH, and that I shall altietin unto ihe resurrection 
of the ji;u3t, and be ma^e partakef of eternal life. I 
know ui.wh6m I have behoved, and that he is^ble 
to k^p tiiat which I-hafve conmuttedto Hm ^mto 
that day. I have proaehed -i^alvation ^teough his 
name; tmd as I hav^t^eal^d, ]m> d« I bc^je^e, and 
do cecbmmend Hbe riches of his free grace a^ tcitfi 
* : * • • - ^* . • . . c • -. ' 
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ia^hieiiame ud(^ you aU, as the only iray J^heileby 
ye can be savecL*' 

•"And/' eoniiTiucd he^ ^as I bless the Lord I die 
not as a foo^ so also that I ^ie >not f0r evil-tdoing. 
60^ is Bay reeofd,.tbat in .these things, for which 
isentence of death iu psusaod against me, I have -a 

f^ood conscience. My .heart is (fopscious ot no dis- 
oyalty. The laatters fw which I am. ^pndeumed, 
ure matters belonging, to my calling and function as 
» minister pf Hie gospel; such as discorering and 
f eproving pf sin^ the pressing and holding fast of the 
oaih of God in the covenant^ and preserving and 
carrying on the work of reformation according there^ 
to, and denying to acknowledge, the civil magistrate 
as the prppex, competent, immediate iudge in causes 
ecclesiastical.'^ . He then warned his hearers that the 
wqrath of Gfeod was hanging over the land for that 
deluge of profanity that was overflowing it; for their 
perjury and breach of covenant; ("Be^custoqished, 
ye heayelis, at this! shalLhe bre^ik the tjovenant and 
pK)«per? ^lati the- throne pf i»iquity havfe fellowship 
with God, which firameth mischief by a law?'*) for 
their . ixigpatitude ; for their dreadfiil idolatry and 
sacrificing tp ther. create — a corruptible «aan, .in 
whom many had- plt^ced almost all their salvation 
and all their desire-; for a generation of carnadj time- 
seizing ministers, men who minded earthly things, 
enemies to thfe, cross of -Christ, who pushed with the 
ade and shoulder, who- strengthen the hands of evil-^. 
doers, and wriabe themselves transgressors by studyr 
ing to bttUd again what they did jformerly warrant- 
Mfy destroy. - • 

; Next, he -earnesUy exhorted the profjgae, the luke- 
warm, and thQ indifferent, to repentance, fmd the 
godly to confidence and zeal/ exppessingJiis belief 
that. God' woHld" neiflxcr desert his people no.r cause 
in Gotland. " There is yet," -exclaimed he, >^a holy 
seedj a.pre6»o«s remi^nt, who^l God -^yill preserve, 
and brici|. forth$ but- how long or dark our nis^ 
may h^ I do got know; the Lord shorten it for.. the 
9Bkexd his chosen. In the mean while, be patient, 
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HeaAbsCf and immorable, always abounding in the 
work ofthcT Loid. i Beware •of'snaires," decline not 
llie cross, and acootint the reprosbdi of Ohrist greater 
riches than all the treastire of the world. Let my 
death .grieve none of you. I forgive all men the 
guilt of it, and I desire you tado so also. Pray for 
diem Uiat persecute you j bless them that curse you; 
bless, I say, and ciarse not!" After bearing .testi- 
mony td the feith of the gospel, the doctrine and 
di^ipUne of the Church of Scotlaiid, the- protestatidn, 
and against the course of backsliding then afoot in 
the land, he ended in this strain of tinumphant cxuK 
tation, well becoming a martyr.for the tntth — ^^< Jesus 
Christ is my light and my life, my righteousness, my 
sti^ngtk, and my salvation, and all my desire.. Him*! 
hknl do I with the. strength of all. my soul'- com- 
mend unto you ; blessed are they that are not oflfend- 
'6d in him. * Bless him, my soiil ! from henceforth 
even for ever. Rejoice, rejoice ajl ye that love him; 
be patient and rejoice in tribulation. Blessed are 
you, and. blessed shall you be /for ever and ever. 
Everlasting righteousness ajid eternal s^dvation is 
yours; all is yours; and ye are Christ's, and Christ 
is God^s!'' His last words were — ^'^ Remember moj 
Lord, with the favour thou bearest to thy -people. 
0- visit me with thy salvation, that J may see the 
good of thy chosen; that I may tejolce in the glad- 
ness of thy nation; that I may- glory with thine 
mheritance. Now let thy servant depart in ^eace, 
since- my eyes have seen- thy salvation!^.' . 

An obscure individual, nam^d William, sometimes 
Captain,. Go^n, was* executed alcmg with Mr. Guth- 
rie. He met death with the same joyful confidence, 
resting on th^ same sure foundation. For what 
^ecifib diarges 'he -suffered, is uneertain. In his 
speech wiiich he left, he says it wa^-for laying down 
his arms at Hamilton, as all the- company did. Sir 
George M*Kenzie alleges i^was for .joining in the 
iSiglish army' in IGM. <*But so inconsiderable ti 
person,'' he adds, "hadmot died if he h^ not been 
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suspected to have been upon the scaffokL when Kuig 
Charles the Tirst vTas -murelered, tboiigh he. purge* 
hims^ of this when h<e died; and his. guilt was, thai 
he brought to* Scotland the first news of it, and 
seemed to be well satisfied with* it." His chij^f 
crime, however, appears to have been that he was a 
pious, 'consistent, and zealous Presbyterian. -Mr. 
Quthrie was "turned off first; .and his -behaviour 
must have tended greatly to strengthen- his ^ fellow^ 
srfflfereTy who, in his last speech, after exhorting the 
licentious and the lukewarm to repent, remarked-^ 
**Asfi)r myself, it plesused the Lord, in the four* 
teenth yea# of my age, to manifest his love to me; 
and now it is about twenty-four years . since, all 
"it-hich time I professed the truth which! suffer for 
and bear testimony to at this day, and- am noCalraid 
oT the cross upon that account. , It is- sweet! it is 
sweefrj otherwise how durst I look on the corpse of • 
him who hangs there with courage, and smile upon 
that gibbet as tiie gate of heaven ?" When, he had 
ended, he took a ring from off his finger, and gave 
to a friend^ desiring hiQi to take it to his*wi£e. and 
tell her — ^he died in humble confidence, and found 
the cross of Christ sweet Christ, he added, had 
done aH for him; and it was by him alone he was 
justified.; Being desired to fook^ip to that Christ, 
he Replied—" He looketh down -and -smileth upon 
ms'f^ and mounting the ladder — ^'^Dear fri'ends," 
said he to those around him, "pledge tHis cup of 
suffering .before you- sin, as I have now done*; 'for 
ski and suffering have been presented to me, and I 
have chosen fee sufferin^^ part;'-^ When the rope 
was put about his neck,4ie observed — ^"Middleton 
and I went out to the field together upon the same 
errand; now I«m promoted to a cord and h6 to ba 
Lord High-Coimnlssionerj yet for a thousand worlds 
would I not change situations with him ! - Praise 
and gloty be to Christ for ever »" - • 

' Besides those who* suffered unto death at this 
time, many ofeers.w^e prosecuted and pnni^ied^ 
by removal from their oflfce,. imprisonment or exile. 
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Amdng these, the mdst ooiLSpieuoiis irere^ Mr. Ro- 
bert TraiH, minister of the 6f eyflaars' chupch, Edin- 
biiTgh. He had been in the Castle while it held out 
agakist Cromwell, hsid §n<iouraged the govemef and 
garrison to. be feithful ta their trust,* an4 had received 
a. severe w^und during the siege; yet he was now 
charged with disloyalty and a participation in all the 
obnoxious tragisaetions for which Mr. Guthrje laid 
down his life. His indictment had been Arawn up, 
as all the Ubels of that tinie> were, with gr<^at acri- 
mony and peculiar vinijence of expression, to exa^* 
giN*ate the crime of disloyalty, which formed the 
promment feature of t)ie accusation. In-replying, 
IMbr. Traill averred he durstappeal to the Lor^ Ad- 
irocate's own conscience, whether he believed him 
to'be:gUch an one as he' had represented -him, and 
complained *Qf bitter ajid- injurious words, but ab- 
stained from any angry retort. "J have not,", was 
his meek answer, "so. learned Christ; yea, I 'have 
learned of him not to render evil for evil, n6i: railing 
for railing, but contrariwise blessing; -and therefore 
I do from my heart pray for the honourable draw^ 
up* of the libel, aa I would do' for myself, that the 
Lord would bless him with his beiSt blessings, and 
would give bim to find mercy in the day of the Lord 
Jesus !'' Whei>the remonstrance was presented, he 
was confined in the garrison | but, with respect to 
the other charts, his replies were similar to JVIr. 
Guthrie's, although not perhaps quite so strongly- 
expressed' assertions of the legality, propriety, and 
the imperative necessity *of ministers. being faithful 
in the discharge of their duty. He had been seven 
netonths confined before being brought to trial ; and 
td &at he alhides in the following solemn conclusion 
of his defence : — ' . . 

" Now, my lord, I must in all^ humility beg Leave^ 
tb entreat your lordship t^p.^ you- wotild seriously* 
consider w^t you -do with poor ministers, who have 
been so ioftg kept', not t)»ly from their liberty., of 
preaching tiie-go^wl, but of hearing it — ^that so many 
congregations are 'lai4 desolate ^tso long a time, 
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and many poor souks have piit up their .regrets on 
their deattibed for their I3eing deprired of a'ward pf 
comfort from their ministers in the hour of their 
greatest need! The Lotd give you wisdom in aU 
things^ and pour out upon you the spint of your high 
and- weighty eihploytnent, of understandmg and the 
feay of the Lord, -that your government may be 
blessed for this land and kiric-^timt vyou may live 
long and happily — that your memory may be sweet 
and fragrant when: you are gone — ihat you may 
leave your name for a blessiftg to the L<»rd^ people 
-^^nd that your houses and families may stand \oag 
and flourish to the-yearsx>f many generations — above 
all, that you may have solid peaee and heart-joy in tfce 
hour of the breaking of your heart-strings, when psde 
death shall sit oA your eyelids — ^when man ntost ^ 
ta his long home smd the mourners go about the 
st3?eets : for what man is he that liveth and shall not 
see (feath? or who can deliver himself from Hie 
power of the grave? Even those te whom he satth, 
ye are^ds, fnust die as n^en ; * for it is appointed to 
all men once to die, an4 after death tbe judgment, 
and after judgment an endless eternity ! Let me 
therefore exhort yotur lonMiip,. in the words ef a 
great king, a great warrior, and a holy prq)het— Be 
wise^ be taught, ye rulers of the earth; serve, the 
Lord with fear, and rejoice before him wkh tremi- 
Hiiig. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye peri^ 
from the way, when his wrath is kmdled but -for a 
little. Then blessed with all thoscj and -those only, 
be who put their trust in him. Now the Lord give 
yooi, in* this your day, to consider the thmgs that be*- 
long to your eternal peace, and- to remember jrour 
latter end, that ft may be .well with yoir world witb^ 
out end !" 

. An address such q^ this, from a prisoner at the bar 
to his judges, who had his Hfeand death* in fliek 
hands, could not fail to have been prodiKtive* of a 
pow^ul-effect upon the mihds-of such as Vere not al- 
toge^er hardened against every impression, and pre- 
sents the sufiferer for truth and a'goodconacienee upoa 
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a mommaBding eleVation, unattamable in.,any othei^ 
cause, fearless dft^personsd safety , and anxious onty 
that; while he be found faithful in the seiyiceof hlia 
master, his pers^utoTS may enjoy the same privilege. 
How folrcibly does it recall the Aposde*s suldress-to 
Agripi^a — ^^ I w^dtoOod,that not only thou,but also 
ail that hear me this day,, were both almost and alto- 
gether such as I am; iBxeept these bonds.**. Mrl Traill 
was remitted to prison, whei^ he lay for some- time, 
and wisLS afterwards bsHtiidied to Holkind. While un- 
certain of his fate, he thus wrote to aiiother minister 
from his priso)> — ^* You^ imprisoned and confined 
brethren are kindly dealt with by ourkindXiordj-Tor 
weliave lai^e allowance from him could we take it. 
We know it fares the better with us. You and sucK 
Iw you, n^nd usrat the thjT)net We are watting finofn 
day to day not knowing what-man-wiH do with us. 
We are expecting bam^nhent at the best; but our 
sentence must proceed from the LiOid^ and whatso- 
ever it be, it shkll be good- as from him, and wWther- 
soever* he send us, he shall be with us; for the earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereofe*' . ' ' 

A reYnarkable trait in all thei^ proceedings is,tha^ 
the m^ now persecuted for alleged disloysdty were 
the men who, when the Ihtone was -prostrate, and 
when* these their persecutors had in general deserted 
the cause jis desperate, rallied round the staadard of 
royalty, refused to bow for the invaders, and had suf- 
fered for their attachment to • the legitimate prince ! 
and it seemed as if the measure of ingratitude meted 
out to them, was to be in proportion to the steadfast- 
ness with which they *had adhered to the fortunes of 
that faipily in their lowest depressioiY. 

Mr. Alexander Moiicriefj minister of the gospel at 
Seonie, in Fife, had particularly distinguished him» 
self by his loyalty during the usurpation and domina- 
tion of the Engtish^-^nd had subjeoted himself to 
iinprisonnfent by boldly praying for the king; and so 
fiir had lie beeafrom joining wRh the sectaries, tJiat 
hS preseiHefd a petition to Moi^ against their tolera- 
tion; but he had approved •of the renKmstrance, and 
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imd assisted' in drawing up <*The CauseS'Of Grod's 
Wrath;" and he wa« therefore a prdper object for 
persecutiop. Highly esteemed id. the cotmtiy wh^e 
he lived, the -greatest interest was made to> procure 
his life; 'and two^ ladies of the. first rank presented a 
handsome service of plate to. die Lord Advqca^te's 
wife— a practice it seems not uncommoa.iii -these 
times !-^to procure his interference; but the plate was 
returned, and they were told that nothiiig could bq 
done to sfave him. The Earkof AthoU, likewise, and 
several members of parliament, were anxious to pro^ 
teet him, but were, informed Tthat he-could expect no 
mercy, unlesa he would co/rsent to 6hange his princis 
pies. When this was tc4d to his wife, her reply 
showed her to have been a woman of a similar spirit 
"Ye know that I am happy in a good'husband, to* 
whom I haye ever b^n^ a great affection, and have 
had many iDhildren;. but I know him to be- sq stead- 
fast to his- principles, wliere cpnscience is concerned, 
that ndbody need speak to hiii upon that head; and, 
for my pert, before Lwould contribute any thing that 
would bre^k his peace with lais Master, I would 
latljef choose to receive his head at the .cross P' Yet 
the numerous applications in his favour from persojis 
©f.influence— r-without-his knowledge — ^procured a 
mitigatioii of his punishment; and, a&ei a tedious 
confinement, he was only rendered incapable of aH 
civil or ecclesiastical empl6yTnenty deprived .of. kis 
liTing,^nd forbid to enter his parish. 

Mr. Robert Macwaird, minister, Olasgo w, who had 
likewise*maintained hi&lojrakyto his kmg in the faoe 
ol" his enemies, was included in the n(M^ band, df 
sufferers; but the accusation against him -differed 
somewhat from the others. ..When he perceived the 
general and awful ccftirse of defection vpm th^ very 
profession of religion, and 'the design t6 pvertui;!^ tha 
whole covenanted 4voik of -reformation,, he com* 
menced a series of sermoas, in his week-day ec^^- 
cise, from tjiat striking text, Amos iiL 2. ^<You only 
have I known, of aU the fainilies of the earth; Ihel^- 
fore I will puttiri^ycru for all your imquities;" In 
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thesd) he*fiist addr^aed bimself to his heftrerS|«iiid 
pressed upon tbek cooscieiiees their, personal sias — 
ioT these worthies^ who stood in "the front of the bal^ 
tte while contending earnestly for the national relir 
giofi, never fafled to inculcate* the inutility «jid dah- 
ger of a public |>rofession without personal holiness 
—from personal, he ascended to^ general and national 
sins I sooNlyadvertihg te the open profligacy and back- 
diding which *pQrvaded a nation* once so hi^ in pro* 
f^^opy aiyl so favoure<l in privilege, he pathetically 
askedy. ^Alas! jx^y Jiot God- expostulate with us, 
and say, ye are Wck^lidden with -a perpetual back- 
sli4ing, and what iniquity hare you found in him?- 
We are b&ckslidden in xesl- and iove. The glory of 
a begun r^ormatioa in msomers is eclipsed, and an 
inundation «f pipfanity come in. Many who once 
loY^d to- walk abroad .in the garment of godliness, 
Aow persecute it The faithful senrants of Christ cure 
become enemies, because they tell the tmth. The 
iq>right seekers of God are the marks of the great 
men's malice."- - And, interjecting the most remark- 
able 4)rayer— " May H Ji«ver be said of faithful min- 
isters and Chri^ians in Scotland, ^We have a law, 
and by .this law: they must die' ^'—4ie continued, 
^BacksU^g is got up to the v^y head and corrupts 
the fountains; and wickedness goeth forth already 
from someK>f the prophets throi^ the wholeiand! 
Are these the pastors and rulers that bound them- 
selves so solemnly and aeknowlec^ged their fcmner 
iH-eaches? How haUi the fruthfi4 city turned 9x1 kai:- 
lot?'^ * ; 

These expBessi6ns, and many olhens of a like im^- 
poet, excited the enmity of those whc»n they convic^ 
ted,, and to>whom. the exhortations Uy repent and to 
return were addressed.in yaij^ and some of the aj^os- 
tate tribe trananitted to the managers .information 
against the preacher, as having been .guiky^of trea- 
son. The- following passage, was. that upon which 
the dis^ge chiefly recrted. After entreating his audi- 
ence to mourn, compear, T&pefaij and return— 4o wres- 
tte, pray, and pour QUt their souls before the Lord, 
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he encouraged them, by remarking/that ^^ God would 
look upoa these' duties as their Dissent from vr\mt 
was done prejudicial to his work and interest, and 
mscrk them among the mosmers in Zi6n/' - Then 
came Ihe treason! <*As for my owpart, asTi poor 
member of the church of S^tland, smd an* unworthy 
minister in it, I do this day call upon younvho me 
the people of God to witness, that I humbly 6ffer my 
-diseent to all acts which are<?r shall be*passed against 
the covenants or work of- reformation in ScotlariCT. 
And, secondly, protest, that I am desirous to be free 
of the* guilt thereof; and pray that God may put it 
•upon record in heaven.** For this discourse he was 
arrested; and, on thfe Thursday following ^r. Guth- 
rie's" execution, was brought before the parliament. 

Expecfting nothing else than to follow rtiat great 
man to heaven from the scaffold, he was* Equally 
courageous and unhfesitatiliglrf his behaviour; ana, 
yfrhen called upon -to reply, June (>th, 4hus honestly 
avowed his sentiments.:— ^" My lord, I cannot, I dare 
not, dissemble, that, having spoken nothing but what 
I hope will be-thetriith oi^oA. when brought to the 
touchstone, and such a truth as, without being guilty 
of tese-majesty against Crod; I could* not con<5eal"while 
I spoke to the text, I conceive myself oblig^ to own 
and adhere to it. • So far from committing treason- in 
this, I am persuaded that it waiS the- highest part of 
loyalty towards my prince, the §freatest note-* of re- 
spect I could, put upon my superiors, the* most real 
and unquestionable evidence of a tru6 and tender 
-^iffection to my countrymen and the congregation over 
whom the Holy Ghoi^ made me, though most im- 
worthy, an overseer, to^ give seasonable wnming of 
the heavy judgment which the -sin of Scotfemd'sback- 
sUding will bring on, that ^ we may }^e instructed at 
length -to search and try ouf ways and turn to the 
Lord, lest fiis soul be separated from us; for wo uAto 
H» if pur glory depart! . -No mafi will or -ought to 
doubt whether it be a minister's duty to preach this 
doctrine in season and out of seasqn, which- yet is 
nev^ uflseasonablej and to avow tfml the bacteslidfir 
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in heart shall be fiUefl with his own wa^a$ and if .^y 
man draw back, his so^d shall hayeno^plestsure in 
him* And if so, what- evil, have I done, or whose 
etiemy km I become for telling the tFU|h? 

**Bttt in erder to remove any thing th*t may seem 
to* give offence in my practice, J humbly, desire it 
may be considered that a- ministerisd protestation 
against, or a dissent fipom,tany act: or, act§ which a 
nlinist^r knows and is convinced'to he ooHtrary to 
the word of Crod, ifenot a legal- imp«gnaUon of that 
Or these acts, much iess of fhe authority o^actiog 
them, which it doth rather presuppose than deny; it 
is just a TK)l^mn and serious. attested declajation, wit- 
ness, or testilnony, against the evil and iniquity of 
these things, which, by the word of God, is ar war- 
rantable practice, as is clear from SamuelvWhere the 
prophet was directed by fhe Lord himself to obey the 
voice of the "people, howbeit yet protest solemnly 
untothem^ and show them the manner of jilie king 
that shaft reign over them^ also Jeremiah. ?i. 7. 
There is no- act of parliament declaring that jt shall 
be treasonf for a minister to pwJtest, in the Scripture 
sense, against such aot& as are contrary to the cove- 
riant and *the work of Reformation ; nay mare,.rthere 
were acts by which the cx)venants. and vows made 
to God for :iteformation in this church, according to 
his will revealed in his word, received civil confirma- 
tion; and I, as his unworthy servant, was authorized 
to protest that the^ rights be not invaded-^hat 
these vows be not broken ^ • • 

"Not may I concecd, that, when I reflect upon 
and remember ::\that I have .said and .swoni to God 
in tlje day when, with an upltfted -band to the Most 
High^ I bound my soul with the bond of the cove- 
nant,, ahd engaged solemnly, as I should* answer ,to 
thfe gpat God, the* seaicher of hearts,- iij that day 
when the sectets of all hearts shall be disclosed, 
never to break these bonds^ nor cast away these 
tords from meaner- to Aiffer myself^ either dij?eQtly 
or* indirectly, by terror or persuasioii, to be with- 
drawn ft:om- owning tJiem — ^wben I tecoTlect that. 
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had they l^en -^ren things mdiffi^Mit, I- 'durst not 
have iShstken them . off when I had sworn to 6o4^ 
and consider -that, instead of this, they ^eve duties 
of indispensable obUgation antecedantly to ail oaths, 
and nBmain'wunalterably binding independently of 
them — and when I considered* niy duty as a Htfms- 
ter, io give warning, to declare, -testify, and ^ear 
witne!ss against the dn-of violating these covenants, 
in oKier tQ avoid the wrath that shall i^Ilow, una 
tl^at under no *less a threatening than banishment 
from the presence^of the Lord utd.the glory- of hw 
power — I had no choice* • . " 

^^Notir I humbly beseech I tony not.te look^ 
upon as a disloyal person, either as to my principles 
or pr^cttc^^ ana so cleeur am I that there was neither 
iniquity in my heart, nor wickedness, in -my himd^, 
against his majesty, that I only wish fhe informer's 
conduct, be 'fee who he may, in ihe place where I 
live, were-conq>ared with mine,' and ttk^ issue of nxy 
trial depended on diis— rwhether he or I h^ shown 
most loyalty during, the prevalence and usurpiitipn 
of Ihe enemy; but I- suspect he has rather a little 
more prudence than to agree ta such a test .But as 
for me,' my lord, white I wait.tlje coming forth, of 
my l^ntence Irom his presence, whose 'eyes behold 
tiiie things that are equal, I declare, that however I 
cannot submit my consciemse to men, yet I humbly, 
ad-becometb, submit.my person."- 

This caseaj^ears to have been ably managed; 
and the parliament delayed proceeding to any imme- 
diate decision, in the interval, he. presented it sup- 
pUcatton withdrawing. the words ** protest and dis- 
sentV' as too tegal and forensic, substituting the 
words ".declauring and* bearing witness." The- jrea- 
sens which he assigned for so doing are satisfactory, 
and show that the witnesSses of this period did not 
stand with <)bstinacy upon any irmtiopal punctilio, 
or foolishly rush upon suffering for the sake of un- 
tneaning xustinctions or df favourite^ phrases* "I 
am brought," are his expressions, "to oflfer this 
alteration, not so mudi, if my heart deoeive me not. 
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for: th^ fear of prejudice to my peison — though being 
but a weak -man, I axa easily reached byjsuch.dis- 
composiDg passions— ^•as. from an earnest de^oe to 
rcnjove out (rf-the jcay any, the least, or remotest, 
occasion of stumblifig, that ther^ may be the more 
ready and easy access, without prejudice of words, 
to pouder and give judgment. of tiie matter; and that, 
li^wise^if the -Lprd shall tiiink fit to call me forth 
to -suffer banf things on 'this accoiuit,it jnay not be 
said that- it was for wilful and peremptory stickling 
to such exptessions; whereas, I ^might, by using 
others,* withdut ^prejudice to the matter, and no less 
significant, have escaped the danger; and.lesi I 
should seem to insinuate that a Hiinister of th« gos- 
pel could not hare sufficiently exonered hie con*- 
science without such formal and legal terms." But 
it was necessary to get. rid of men wliose abilities 
wer^ dreaded by th^ apostate brethren, and whosfe 
consistent piety would have been a standing reproach 
to the new prelate*.. He was therefore, before. par- 
liament rose, jgentenced to banishment, though, by 
kn. lUK^ommon stretchx>f moderation, he was allowed 
*to remain -six months in Scotland — one of* them in 
GlaMsgow to arrange his affairs — and empowered to 
receive his next year's stipend. 

What rendered these rigorous proceedings towards 
the ablest, the most' pious, and most conscientious 
loyalists,' more flagrantly unjust, \\r|is, the lenity 
shown' to ethers who lisuj been, deeply implicated 
hi active compliances v-ith the usurpers, not only 
after their pow^ became irpesistibte, but even while 
Charles was in the country and at the bead of an 
army. The Laird of Swinton had been suspected, 
in tlie year 1650, of corresponding with Cromwell, 
and being summoned to answer ibefore th^ parlia- 
ment at Perth, was forfeited for failing to appesg:, on 
which he joined the Englidi, and was appointed a 
judge ; but having flow turned a quaker, he was 
pardoned, aiKl went to the north, where fie succeed- 
ed in maUng a few proselytes. Sir John Chiesly. 
also; who had aSed cofdiaAly with the English, and 
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beeft- fbUfeited by the san^ parliament, was passed 
over ; but his safety waa attributed to tbB influeuee 
of money; fdi rapacity and venality characteri^sed 
almost 'every member of government, and every 
court of ju^ice, from the Restoi^tion to 4ie Revolu- 
tion. ' • 

-The escape of Mr.- Patrick Gillespie was. more 
surprising) as he- was personally disagreeable to ^« 
king, who had repeatedly refused to list^i to .aAy 
solicitations on. his behalf. . GiMespie was a minist^ 
iii'Glai^w, aiKl afterwards principal of the College. 
•He had been the most eonspicuous of the remonstra- 
tors — had approved of ^ The Gauses of God's Wrath," 
and had been appointed principal by the English, 
coimmssioners, or sequestrators au» they were called* 

* At the time when the English ruled, the church of Scotland 
was divided and subdivided into a variety of sections.* The remon- 
Btrators , themselves divided ; seme of them, amoi»g whom jrrefe^ 
Aftfssrs. P. Gillespie, Samuel Rutherford, Jftmes Doiham, William 
Guthrie of Fenwiq^, Robert Traill, and other eminently pious men, 
complied with the ruling powers 6n the Christian principle of obedi- 
ence to the powers that be, and the absohite necessity of the case j 
bat they were still more otriroxious to the fesoljitioiArs^ bpcaasethey 
so far agreed with4he sedaries, in «only considering as member^of 
the churdt persons who gave proof oi practical godliness, and op" 
posed the principle of promiscuous communion ai^d general mem- 
oershipb Against this schism, Frincipal.Baillie was very violent. 
«• This formed schism,** says he, in a letter to Mr. W. Spsmg, " is 
verj bitter to us, but remediless^ except on into^rablei conditions, 
which our wise orthodox divines will advise us to aecept : — ^We 
inust embrace, without coi^radiction, and let grow, the principles 
of t&e remonstrants, which aH reformed divines, and all states in the 
world, abhor. We must permit a few heady men to wasjte our 
church with our consent or cpnjoivance. We must let them &ame 
our ipeople to the sectarian model — a few more forward ones among 
themselves, by privy meetings, to be th^ g^J P^rty* ^^nd the con- 
^egatioYi, the rest, to be Ae lUscally ma^nant mul^ude ; so that 
Sie body of our people ^re to be cast out ^f all churches ; and the 
few who are countenanded, are fitted, ^as sundnr of them ^eady 
have done,* to embrace the errors of the* time for their destruction.** 
Letters J yoL ii. p. 375. The other section of the remonftrants re- 
^lied tb acknowledge in any manner the power of the usurper, la- 
mented the toleration of sectaries, and maintained, with the resolu- 
tioners, the legitimate principles of a national church — ^that all who 
i^ttendad were to be considered' members of that ehiirch,nin]ess ex- 
^xnnmunicated fojr openly iifkmoral condoct or disobedienoe to the 
order and diaoipline of tha ohurchi* At th^head of this section 
were Mr. James Guthrie, Warriston, and many others, who bore 
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— had been a great fiiYOUi^ite with CromweH — had 
pieachedH^fore him — ^prayed for him as duef magis- 
trate — and had' leceived firom him several yahiable 
gifts-rail which were now brought forward as charges 
against him. Buthe had many Mends in the House, 
and was induced to .profess civil £uilt and throw hhn- 
self upon the king's mercy. His concessions, it is alleg- 
ed, were stramed beyond what he intended, ^ynd repre- 
sented as-of great importance at the time, as he had 
been eminent among iiis bii^thr^n; and it was sup- 
posed his example would have a mighty influence 
in-'itidooHig ikte more scrupulous to give way. . They 
were, howevcgr, grievous to the Presbyterians and 
not satisfactory to his majesty; but they procured a 
'mitigation of his punishment, which was commuted 
to deprivation of his office, and confinement to Or- 
mistdp. aiid six miles iroimd. 

On the I2th pf July^ the parliament rose ; and, on 
4he^ bst day of that month, their public acts, were 
proclaimed, with thfe usual formalities, 'frwn the cr6ss 
of EdipbH^h-T-a ceremony that employed the heralds 
and other functionaries firom ten o^clock in therfore- 
no<m.till six at night 

About the same time, Samuel Rutherford was re- 
lieved by death. 

testimony hj tt^ Uood to the sinceriiy t>f their professioii. It is 
wOTtkj trf* remari^ thut the tint dass were' chieflj the old•^ the 
second the jtmjugeTfXtLce of the Presbyterians. 
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•AUGUST, A. D. l«ei— 1662. 

Lord High GommissioaQr sets out for court— His xecepHoOr^JM^ 
erations pf ihe Codncil^Episcoj^cy resrived upon as the iNatiop- 
al Religion of Scotland — Gleilcaim, Rothes, and Sharpe appointed 
to carry the tidings' to EdinburgH — King's letter — Prny Council 
announce thd overthrQw- of- PreBb}rtery — For'hid iitb efocfion v>f 
Presbyteriaik Magistrates in . Bi^^ghs— Prosecute Twee^daJe — 
Ministers summoned to London to b&episcopallj ordained — 'tlieir 
characters — Their consecration — Grief of the Presbyterians — Re- 
introduction of Episcopacy— Restrictions ou the •prest^ — Witch- 
cpeft-rSynods discharged and Bishops (ordered to be Jionoured bv 
royal patebt — Their consecration — Parliament restores Iheir ranK 
^ — Asserts the King's supremacy — ^he Covenant^ declared un- 
* lawful — Acts of ^cs — Defeated — Lord Lorn — Bla^ and other 
miilisters deprived->-King's birtii-day— •Middleton's visit ta (he 
West and South— Case of Mr. -Wyhe-^Brown of Wamphfcy — 
Lirin&^ston, ^c. — -IVIiddleton removed and Lauderdale appcniited. 

Leaving the government in the hands of the privy 
council,* MiddletoH, after parliament adjourned, set 
out for court, where^ he was- received by the Earl of 
Clarendon, Lord* Chancellor, the Duke -of ^ Ormond, 
and all the cavalier party, with the greatest congratu- 
latiei^ for having quenched the fanatic zeal of Scot- 
land^ and carried his majesty's prerogative beyond 
whTit any preceding monarch when present, had ever 
claimed, ■ ' ' . . 

At a council held upon his arriVaJ, Charleg, who 
utterly detested Presbytery, expressed himself highly 

* The cWef members of which Vere — The Earl of Glencairn, 
chancellor; Crawford, treyurer; Rothes^ president; Lauderdale, 
secretary. Members— Dukes of Lennox and Hamilton ; Mavquis 
of Montrose; £arls of Erroli'Marischal, Mar, Atholl, Morton, Cassils, 
Linlitl^w, Perth, Dunfermline, Wigton, Callender, Dundee, &c 
&c* — Wb<2roir, p. 87. 
80 
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gratified* at the :feport of -^imt he had done ; tut hk 
counsellors -were* divided. Lauderdale and some 
others, who knew perfectly that the established reU- 
gion was deeply rooted in the affections of Scottish- 
men, where unwilling to hazard a change ; and eveft 
sotne who \vish«d an Episcopacy were yet averse 
to its b^ing too rashly introduced.* Middletoii, how- 
ever, who had been previously- tutored, immediately 
addressed the king — ^May it * please ^o^ir sacred 
majesty: * You may perceive by the account I have 
now given of your affairs in Scotland, that there is 
no present gOvermnent €us yet established in. tjiat 
chureh. Presbytery is, after a long usurpation, now 
s^ last tescinded^— the covenant^ whereby men thought 
they Were obliged to it, is now declared to have* been 
unlawful— sand the acts jof parliament, whereby it 
was fcno^, are now removed 5- sa that it is atbitrary 
to ydur majesty tachoose what government you will 
fix there ; for to- your majesty <£is is by the last act 
of supremacy' declared to belong. ' But if yourlnajes- 
ty do not interpose, thea Episcopacy, which was un» 
justly invaded 8^ once with your royal power, will 
return, to its former vigour." 

Glencaim followed*,, and affirmed that the insolence 
of the Presbyterian ministers had so disgusted all 
loyal subjects, that six forgone longed for the Episco- 
paJiafl governmehti-which had ever inculcated obedi* 
6nce aiKl supported the royal interest 5 whereas, Cal- 
vinism "and Presbytery hid nefver been introduced 

* When th«. lords iprent first up to welcome the king, the (mestifm 
was debated wjiat foriQ of (lovernment irfiould be aestablishea in the 
Scottish Church. "Middleton and Cleifcaifn were resolute for 
bishops, pronouncing they would both eompoee the ehuidb and 
manoidge it to the king's mind; Lauderdale opposed it stiffely, affirm, 
ing the Jung- Should thereby lose the affectiones oF the people of 
Scotland, and that tlie bishops should be so iar from enlargeiif^ the 
king's pdwer^ that they would prove a burdine too heavy & hina to 
liear ; and therein, iie prared alb tme a profdiet, as he vas a faithftd 
^j/ea^Ubo the king. . Within some feif days, Glencairk eame to visit 
Jjaudordale, and told him he was only for a* sober sort* o'f bisho'ps, 
such as they were in the primitiiy^ tiinesr not lordly prelats. Laude»b • 
dale answered- him with ane oath, that since they hade chosen 
bitbofw, thejT should havo them higher than any that ever were ia 
Scotland, anS that he should find:'— KirkUm, p. 134. 
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kito any countFjr without blood and rebeHicMi, and 
instanced, with the most preposterous absurdity, the 
struggles for freedom at the Re&rmation — in France, 
during ^he civil waj;— in Holland, when they re^rolted 
from Spain — and now twice in Scotland; once hy 
the Regent Murray, when Queen Mary ^as banish^, 
and lastly in 1 6 S7. Rothes added although he had not 
seen the rise of the innovations, yet he had wknes^ed 
the ruin of the engage;iient- and the f reatment of* the 
king by that persuasion. Lauderdale contended that 
the proposition was -of too great importance to. be 
slightly determined, and required -HMich thought and 
nftich information; fi)r,upon their resolution, depended 
the quiet of the §kx)ts— a people very unpianageable in 
matters of religion^— and advised that either a Crene- 
ral Assembly should be called^ the provincial Synods 
consulted, which,- as composed of ministers .and lay- 
men, would acquaint his majesty with the incliijations 
of his subjects— or, he might call the ablest divines 
on both feides, and learn their sentiments, if either of 
the other proposals were ajjproved of. . Middleton 
replied* that all these methods would only tend to 
continue Piresbytery; for it was probable the^wer 
of the ministers*which had beeA so irresistible of late, 
would preponderate in all. Tkey would- easily pro- 
cure ruling eMers of tihei* ©wn-cast-to be chosen, and 
bo^ would be. unwilling to resign the power thay 
poi^sessed; at all events, the- leading men wtom.the 
inferior clecgy must follow, durst nof qus^el the 
resolutions of their rabbles, ^v^ho would adhere to the 
oathi^they ha4 taken, and stointly defend theit 'own 
suprenjacy; besides to -call General Assemblies or 
Synods, were to restore them, and thus lo infringe 
{he act rescissory. 

'Che Earl of Crawford, whose treasurer's rod was 
a desirable object for Middleton, ha4 decUnad* min- 
gling in the debate^ which the Chancellor of England 
observing, requested his m^esty that -he mtgkt be 
• desired to give bis opinion, in order that he fiiight 
either disclaim Presbytery or displea^ the king, and 
thus put his principles- or his place in jeop^dy j for it 
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appeared tff^e a Settled rule among the courtiers of 
Charles,-<hat what^vef Scottishmen were allowed to 
interfere in the pitbkc ^airs of their native coim- 
try, sh(ftild-«&<aiflfce .either their conscience or' their 
interest 

'Crawford perceived tfie Chancellor's' aim/ and ve- 
hemently urged that provincial syttods might he con- 
sulted, assuring his majesty, the king,* that six for one 
in Scotland Wererin favour of Presbytery. "The 
effenoes of the reformers^'* he warmly contended, 
**w^re not toe Be charged upon the Reformation: the 
be^ innovations were ever attended with much ure* 
gularity, and therefore it was better to continue that 
govemmeilt which had Iiow past all these hazards — 
at first unavoidable — ^than risk another, which, afits 
outset, must be unhappy in the same inconveniences. 
Nor did the act rescissory cut off Pre^tery, for it 
was secured liy acts of Geneml Assemblies, which 
had Ijeen -cOuntenaneed by his majesty's •fother's 
commissioners, and weie yet unrepealed.'*^ 

The Duke^f Hamilton vupported him, hai adirmed 
that -the relisori why the*act xeseissory had So easily 
passed, wa$, because his majesty- had promised to 
c(mtinue Presbytery in his letter addressed to J;he 
mmisters of Edinburgh. Clasendon closed the debate, 
by observing that XDrawford had owiied ^H-lhat ever 
was "done mScodand in their rebellion; "and God 
preserve me," said he, *< from living in a counUpy where 
religion is independent of the state, acnd clergy may 
subsist by their own'aets; for- there all chittchmen 
may be ktngs.^' The king then told them that he 
perceived a majority were for .Episcopacy ,-SLnd there- 
fore he resolved to settle it without any further de- 
lay. . ' - ' 

Inmiediatety -ccfter, GlenCailnrand Rothes weie des- 
patched to-Edinburgh,* accompanied by Mr. Shorpe, 
to <5onvey-hi« majesty's deterrnlnatidn to the council. 
Were it not thdt, In humble-*life, we see men equally 
bjLse and shatedess vh^re their ofTa self-interest 
fi confcemed, we-te4ght wonder at the unblui^ing . 
eftontery of the royal communication ; yet the' pitiftil 
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evasion and yile duplicity in wbiph it vas couched, 
render the king'^ letter at onc« ^ object oCdetesta- 
tion and contempt. That the reader may con^are 
it with his former- to tlfe mioistenkof CcQoburgh, I 
give it at full length: — , 

" Charlea R. • Right trusty and yell-bdoved con- 
sins and councillors,. W% greet you welt Whereas, 
in the Ynonth of August, 1660^ We did,.by our letters 
to. the Presbytery of Edinburgh, declare our purpose 
to maintain thei government of tlje churdi of, ^dU 
land asisettled by law; and our. |».rhainent having 
since that time not only rescinded all .the acts jsince 
the troubles began, but also. declared all these- pre- 
ten4ed parUaments null and vend, and left to us the 
setthng and ^securing of chuiv^h government : There- 
foi^e, in compliance^wit&that act rescissory, according 
to our late preelamation, dated H Whitehall the K>1ii 
(}f Ju&e, and in contemplation of 4ho inoonvenien^^^ 
from the church government, .as it hath beericxer^ 
cised these twenty-thjpee yeais paa^ — of the\m6uit- 
aj)leiie«s thereof to our monarchical state— of the 
sadly experienoed confusions which have been caused 
during* the late troubles, by the vkdence done to o\xr 
royal prerogative, v^d to the. government, civil and 
ecclesiastical, settled by unquestionable /tuthoriiy. 
We, from respect to the glory of God and the good 
andinterei^ of.the Proteystajit religion; fipom our^ous^ 
care and. princely zeal for the order, unity ,. peace, 
and stability of that church, and its better harmony 
with the govemmejit ofthe churches of f^ngland «nd 
Ireland, hftve, after mature deUberatlon, . d^lared 
to those of .our council hei>e, our ficm resolution, to 
interpose- x>ur royal lyathority for restoring of Iha^ 
church to its right government by bishops, bs it was 
before the late troubles, diiuijig the reigns of our 
royal father and grandfather, of blessed memory, and 
as it fM>w stands settled by law. * Df tlrjis xmr royal 
pleasure concerning church government you are to 
take notice, d^jai to make intimation thereof in such 
% way and mann^ as you shall Judge most-expedient 
and effectual. And we require you, and evejry one 
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of yoil, and do eiq[>ec|, acconKng to the trust and 
confidence we -have in your affections and duty to 
our' service, that you will be careful to use your best 
endeavours for during the distempers contracted du- 
ring-those late evH times — ^for uniting our good sub- 
jects among themselves, and bvinging them all to a 
cheerful acquiescing and obe^ence to our sovereign 
authority, which we will employ, by the help of God, 
for the maintaining and defending the true" reformed 
religion, increa3e of pipty, and the settlement and 
security of that' church la her rights and liberties, 
accordmg to law and ancient custom. And,Hn order 
thereto, our will is, that you forthwith take such 
course with the rents belonging to the several bish- 
opricks and deaneries, that they may be restored and 
nftade useftd to the church, and that according to 
justice and the standing law. And, moreover, you 
are te inhibit the assembling of ministers in their 
several synodical meetings through the kingdoms 
until our further pleasure, and to keep a watchful 
eye over all who, upon any pretext whatever, shall, 
by discoursing, preaching^ reviling, or any irregular 
or unlawful way, endeavour to alienate the affections 
of our people, or dispose them to an ill opinion of us 
and our government, to the disturbance of the peace 
of the kingdom. So, expecting your cheerful obe- 
dience and a i^eedy account of your proceedings 
heitein. We bid you heartily farewell. Given at our 
coiurt, at Whitehall, August 14, 1661, and of our 
reign the thirteenth year, by his majesty's command.^' 
(Signed) " Laudekdale.V 

The privy council received with all due humility 
this intimation of the loyal pleasure; and, on the 
6th of September, an act was <h:awn up and pub- 
lished, announcing to the people of Scotland the 
overthrow of their beloved Presbytery, under whose 
shade they had reposed with so much tranquillity 
during th^ few last years of -ttie touch abused and 
unreasonably hated protectorate, and the 're-estab- 
liidmient of that system against which their fathers 
had ever contended. A proclamation overturning 

VOL. I. 8 
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the freedom of elections, acqpmpaniad the act for 
overturning the constitution of the Church — so natu- 
rally and nearly are civil and ecclesiastical tyratoy 
connected. The royal hurghs were commanded, 
imder the highest penalties, to elijct none for their 
magistrates who were, fimatically — an epithet which 
it new became fashionable to apply to the consci^n-^ 
tious Presbyterians—Inclined; and such and so* sud- 
den had been the change wrought by the trani^r 
of power, that this illegal dictation was universally 
obeyed. Nor did their conduct towards one of their 
own number evince a greater regard for their own 
privileges or the. righta of parliament, than. .th«ir 
ready servility -had done for the religion and liberty 
of their country. Tweeddale and Kincardine had 
pressed the council to request the kjbig that hewouW 
consult provincial synods, who would declare the 
sense of the country^ and, at all events, reUeve his 
majesty from obloquy whatever might be the ulti- 
mate decision. This proposition, however,' would 
have shown too much deference to men whom it 
viSLS intended to bring to unconditional subjection, 
and was refused accordingly; but Charles was in- 
formed of Tweeddale's hesitation, and an order was 
procured for his imprisonnient, not indeed ostensi- 
bly for his opinion delivered in council, but for what 
was or ought to have been still more sacred, for his 
judgment and voice in parliament, because he had 
spoken in vindication of Mr. James Guthrie, and 
had not voted him guilty of death! It was to no 
purpose that he pled the .freedom allowed in parlia- 
ment, where he was a oounsellor upon oath and ex- 
pressly indemnified by law fiir what was spoken 
there; and the danger which every jnember would 
thus incur who voted any person accused pf .treason 
innocent, if a majority should happen to find him 
guihy. He was sent prisoner to -the Castle, and was 
only, upon his submission and petition, permitted to 
confine himself to Yester and three miles romid, find- 
ing caution to the amount of one hundred thousand 
merks to answer when called for! Eight months 
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after, when it was dbught his discipline had taught 
him obedience, he was, through the mediation of the 
couiicil, relieved; and, when his "relation Lauderdale 
came into power, he joined his government 

Although his majesty could establish Episcopacy 
by proclamation, the peculiar holiness which -Was 
supposed necessarily to belong to the office of a 
bi^ap, it was beycmd his power to confer. This 
essential attribute of a prelate) which had passed, as 
was believed, untainted from the apostles, through 
all the corruption, vileness, and s^omination of the 
dmich of Rome, had, by kandii crimsoned in th^ 
blood of -the saints, and defiled with all the pollutions 
of their brethren, been communicated to the digni- 
taries of the En^irfi hierarchy, upon whom it still 
rested in all its imaginfiry purity and vigour. But 
the feeble portion of the sacred virus that had reached 
Scotland upon a former occasion, wherir James 'VI. 
procured the -inoculation of his hierarchate, was 
now confined to t)ne aged and almost supersinnuated 
snbject, Mr. Thomas Sydeserf, formerly bishop of 
Galloways and he had been excommunicated by a 
General Assembly. It was therefore resolved that 
a select number of the Scottish ministers ^ould be 
consecrated by priests who had never been polluted 
by any unhallowed contact with Presbyterians; and 
Messrs. Sharpe, Fairfoul, and Hamilton were smn- 
mohed to London to receive the holy unction. 

James Sharpe, designed- for the primacy, was al- 
ready the object of detestation to every one who had 
the smallest, regard for the Presbyterian profession^ 
or for consistency of principle. Andrew Fairfoul, 
promoted to the archbishopril; of Glasgow, possessed 
considerable learning, better skilled, hewever, in 
physic than in theology — a pleasant, facetious com- 
panion, but never esteemed a serious divine. He 
had taken the covenant and was first minister in 
Leith", then in Dimse. Mr. James Hamilton, brother 
to Lord BeHmven, created bishop of Galloway, was 
also a covenanter,' and minister of . Cambusnethan. 
His abilities were not above mediocrity, and liiscun- 
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ning was more remarkaUe than his piety. They 
were, however, joined at London by Mr. Robert 
Leighton, a man of a -very different description, 
whose meek and gentle spirit, unfitted for the st<mny 
region of political polemics, delighted more in com- 
munion with Grod than in <x)ntending with his fel- 
lows, and who, counting hknself a strange and a 
pilgrim upon earth, was only anxious to diffuse the 
gospel of the kingdom, and shed around him the 
charities of life. . He was educated during the reign 
of pseudo^piscopacy, and never was a thorough 
Presbyterian. His, character and views may b*e es- 
timated from a circumstance which occurred during 
that period of his life when he was minister of New- 
battle. Some of his zealous co-presbyters urging on 
him the duty of "preaching to the times," (by no 
means an unnecessary one,, however, in its proper 
place,) he naildly replied — ^^^When so many of my 
bretteren are preaching to the times, they may spare 
one poof minister to preach for eternity.*' He had 
retired to London to enjoy the privacy he loved, 
and was imwillingly dragged forward to assist in 
carrying Episcopacy to Scotland.** 

A commission, under the great seal of England, 
was directed to the bishops of London and Worces* 
ter, and some other suffragans of the diocese of Can- 
terbury, to oj£ciate upon this important occasion; 
but an unexpected difficulty occurred by Dr. Sheldon 
proposing to set aside the Presbyterian ordination 
altogether and commence de novo. Sharpe quoted 
the case of Bishop Spottiswood, whose Presbyterian 
ordination bad been sustained when he Was conse- 
crated, and for a while resisted the proposal; but the 
ofcer was peremptory, and would not hear of the 
vaUdity of any other than prelatic imposition o^ 
hands; and Sharpe, who had now gone too far tB 
recede for a trifle, submitted to enter his new pro- 

* There is jidst one point in Leighton*8 character -that appears 
unaccountable, tiiat is, ai)er tie had solemnly sworn the covenants, 
and enforced them upon others, how he could ever turn an Episco- 
palian. 
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fession by the lowest step, that he m%ht , attain the 
wretched object of his ambition — ^to him a- ^V^oful 
eminence. In* the month of December, they were 
with great pomp, and before a splendid assemblage 
of nobility at Westminster, passed and raised through 
the various degrees of the craft, from preaching-dea- 
cons to mitred bishops, in on^ day, whidi was con- 
cluded by ai magni&^ent entertainment given by the 
new-made prelates to their English brethren and a 
select party of Scottish and English nobles. 

Convinced at len^ of their error, the hohest 
Presbyterians, of all parties, lamented that their in- 
testine divisions should have been allowed to divert 
them from attempting the security of tiieir religion, 
and that they slwuld have indulged in bitterness of 
spirit against each other about matters of compara- 
tively lesser moment, while the common enemy was 
makuig such rapid, though covert, advances against 
their establishment. Uncertain how long they might 
enjoy that , liberty, they now throughout Scotland 
directed the attention of their hearers to the prin- 
ciples of their ohurch,*and the points .irr dispute be- 
tween them and the Episcopalians* — ^they held con- 
gregational fests in every comer of thA land to la- 

* fhe points in dispute between th« Presbyterians and JSpiscopa- 
lians were of much more vital importance than modem Presbyte- 
rians seem to bo aware of. They comprehended doctrinjfl points — 
the form of church goremment« the ceremonies, the festivals, and 
the £>icible intrusion of the whole system upon the nation, in virtue 
of the king*s spiritual supremacy. The very essence of Christianity 
was af stiike. The grand fundamental doctrine which Luther as- 
serted at the Reformation, ww.s justification by faith, in opposition 
to justification by works; and a mote clear statement of this essen. 
tial article of Christian belief will nowh^e be found than iniiis ex- 
position of the Epistle to thp GalaAians — to this all was subsidiary. 
He found that attacking the rites, ceremonies, and fooleries of Rome 
was wasting shot against pitifid outworks, the Ml of which was of 
no importance, whil0 the main rampart and Ae citidel frowned de- 
fiance. It was the same with all the reformers; and it wasjiow a 
revival of the old question. The Episcopalians were in general Ar- 
mlnians, and the Presbyterians contended for ** the faith" once de- 
livered to the fathers ; and this faith was the doctrinal creed embo- 
died in the covenants. This should always be kept m view. The 
other points were not of little moment ; but this was the foundatlcm. 

8* 
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laent over the misimprovement of their privileges 
and deprecate the impending wrath of God — Mid 
they continued their parochial duties among a mourn- 
ing people, who, with a -general sadness, anticipated 
the lamentable change.^ Their synods had been for- 
bid ; but they met with little interruption in their 
presbyterial duties till the bishops were installed, 
when they were informed that their power of ordi- 
nation had ceased. This intimation was first msuAe 
by the council to the presb3rtery of Peebles, when, 
in the month of December, they were proceeding to 
induct Mr. John Hay to the kirk of Manner ; and 
fcom thenceforth all presentations to benefices were 
ordered to be directed to the archbishops or bishops 
within whose diocese the vacant dxurch might lie. 

The re-introduction of Episcopacy into Scotland 
was accompanied by a restoration of all thp most 
severe restrictions upon the liberty of. the press- amd 
a revival of the absurd and flagitious proceedings 
against poor, old, and friendless creatures, ignorantly 
or maliciously accused of witchcraft. The council, 
upon an iirfonpation that Greorge Swinton and James 
Glen, booksellers in Edinburgh, had printed and 
sold the speeches of the Marquis of Argyle and Mr. 
James Guthrie, with t)tker seditious and scandalous 
publications, such as the " Covenanter's Plea,''- or- 
dered the Lord Advocate and Lord Provost of Edin- 
burgh, to seize upon sudi books and papers, and 
prohibit them and the rest of the printers from print- 
ing any other books or pampfilets without a warrant 
from the king, parliament, qr council; and, "for 
preventkig false intelligence," they granted liberty 
to a creature of their own, Robert Mein, keeper of 
the letter-office,* Edinburgh, to print .the Diurnal, 
then the only newspaper in the kingdom. Commis- 
sions for the trial* of witches were at the same tiftie 
issued to gentlemen in alihost every shire, and great 
numbers of unfortunate creaturfes, chiefly poor de- 
crepit old women, were tortured and murdered upon 
the most contradictory, ridiculous, and incredible 
absurdities, which were alleged against them; or 
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upon the incoherent ravings which, after being kept 
for nights without sle6p, and tormented without in- 
termission, in the height of a delirium, they uttered 
as their confessions. And yet such convictions stand 
upon record as being in consequence of "clear pro- 
bation'* or voluntary confessions ! But it is deserv- 
ing of especial notice, that these trials took, place 
chiefly in the north and east — ^the districts least 'in- 
fected with " f&naticism/'* 

This eventful year wasr closed by a letter from the 
king, December 28, ordering the council to discharge 
by proclamation all ecclesiastical meetings in synods, 
presbyteries, and sessions, until authorized by the 
archbishops or bishops upon their entering upon the 
government of their respective sees; and lequiring 
that all due deference and respect should be given 
by the lieges to these dignitaries, or,*to use the words 
of the king, "that they have all coimtenance,. assist- 
ance, and encouragement from the nobiUty, gentry, 
and burghs, in the discharge of their office and* ser- 
vice to Us in the church; and that severe and.exem- 
plary notice be taken of all and every one wfco shall 
presume to reflect or express any disrespect to their 
persons, or the authority with which they are in- 
tru8ted"^-an ominous and unholy introduction to 
a Christian ministry, which sufficiently marked the 
nature of the proposed establishment; bore witness 

4 

* The Dunba^ witches were famous in East, as the Borrowstoun- 
ness witchca were in West, Lothian. It is, however, among jtho 
melancholy and unaccountable problems' in the history of the hu- 
man mind, that persons of excellent understanding ^ore implicated 
in these and siinilar transac^ons. In England, even Judge Hale 
condemned two. Had the witches, or wizards, been tried for opera- 
ting upon the fears* and the superstitions* of their country folk, as 
the Africans in the West Indies and on their own coasts operate on 
the fears and superstitions of each other by the ohi^ bitter loater, and 
othe^ really noxious practices, their persecution migbt have been 
proper, and their punishment just; but, dancing reels with Satan, 
and flying through the' air ujwn broomsticks, were accusations so 
truly ridiculous, that, how they came to be ever gravely listened to, 
is passing Mrax^c. Dr. Hutchinson sAys, ''the word toitohy in old 
English, accordmg to Dj^ More, signifies a wise woman ; in. the 
▼ulgar Latin, it is vcnejica a poisoneir.^^-^Hist. Essay on Witchcraft, 
p. 183. 
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to the known dislike of the people towards Such a 
priesthood, and the strong probability that pastors 
created by royal patent, and (Sanctified by prelatic 
palmistry, would be received with any thing but 
respect or affection by the flock over -^hom they 
were to have the oversight 

The new year, 1662, was ushered in by a procla- 
malion, January 9, from' the privy council, announ- 
cing, in terms of the king's letter, the final extincfion 
of Presbytery% Formerly, such a decree would have 
encountered at any rate a formidable show of oppo- 
sition from the denoimced ecclesiastical judicatories; 
nor would they have separated without at least "bear- 
ing testimony against this unwarrantable invetsion 
of their ♦legal right? But the blind confidence that 
the Presbyterians had so unaccountably regosed in 
the king, produced a species of fatuily; oor would 
they believe till they experienced the truth of the 
prognostications of the more discerning, who saw 
front the first the ill-dissembled hatred Charles bore 
to Preebyterianism -as well as to piety. They were 
like men amazed at the greatness of the calamity; 
and although some few of them attempted to draw 
up. petitions to the council, no united effort was made 
to vindicate the oppressed church. • 

An obsequious erowd of nobility, clengy , and gen- 
try, awaited the arrival of the new bishops, aud 
obeyed to the letter the orders of the king. From 
Cockbumspath to the capital, their numbers increas- 
ed"; and, as the procession rolled on, it assuhied more 
the splendour of some earthly potentate marching to 
take possession of a newly-acquired conquest, than 
that of spiritual guides entering upon the humble 
duties of a gospel ministry. They were greeted on 
their approach to Edinburgh with martial music, 
and received at the gatea.by the magistrates in their 
robes,* and spient several succesi^ve days in sump- 

* Lei^hton alone declioed all public show. When he understood 
thejnanner in which it was proposed to receive Wiem,'hc left the 
cavalcade at Morpeth, and catne privately "to Edinburgh. After- 
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tuous entertainments. The primate, vieing whh the 
chief nobility in the eleeance of his equipage as well 
as the mugmficence of his banquets, displayed upon 
the occasion a hands6me London-built chariot, and 
was attended by lackeys in purple.liveries. Shortly 
afterwards, in great pomp, he took possessicm of his 
see;* thwi, returning to Edinbm^h on the 7th of 

wasdfl, he told Dr. Burnet. **he beUeved they were weary of him, 
for he wa« very weary of tnem." 

* Lament gives the following account of Sharpens visit on this 
<M:casion: — ** As for 'Mr. Sharpe, he <!ame to FiSe, Apryl 15th, and 
dyned that day at Abetsaa, Sr. Andrew Ramsays, formerly provest 
of Edenboroughe, his house, and that night came to Lesly, being 
attended by divers both of the nobilitie and gentrie. The nixt day 
being Weddeilsdh.y, the 16th Apr., he went to St Andrews from 
Lesly, attended from the Earle of Rothes his house, with about sixty 
horse; hot by the way divers persons and corporations (being wret- 
ten for in particular by the said Earle of Rothes a day or two before) 
mett him, some at ane place and some at ane other, viz. 9ome from 
Fawkland, Achtermowghtie, Cuper, Craill, and about one hundred 
and twenty horsemen from St. Andrews and elsewhere; so that once 
they were ^estimat to be about sevMi or eight hundred horse. The 
nobilitie ther were, Earle of Rothes, Earle of Kelley, Earle of Leven, 
and the Lord Newarke; of gentrie, Ardrosse, Lundy, Rires, Dury, 
Skaddowory, Doctor Martin of Strandry, and divers others. AU 
the way the said Archbishope'rode thus, viz. betwixt two nobelmen, 
namely, Rothes on his right, and Kelley on his Icfl hand. No min- 
isters were present ther safe Mr. William Barclay, formerly deposed 
out of Fawkland, and Mr. William Comry^ minister of St. Leonards 
Cdledge, that came foorth with the Bishope his sone out of St. An- 
drows to meit his &ther. ^He dwells in the Abbay in Mr. George 
Weyms house, that formerly belonged to B. Spotswoode, Archb. of 
St Andrews.) Hiat night ther supped with the said Bishope, the 
J&trles of Rothes, Kelley, Newarke; Ardrosse, Lundy, Strandrj^ 
and divers others; and divers of this dined with him the nixt day. 
As for Rothes and Ardrosse, they lodged with him all night On 
the Sabbath a^er, he preached in the towne church in the fbrenoone, 
and a velvet cushion in the pulpitt before him. His text, 1 Cor. ii. 2, 
* For I determined to knowe nothing, amonge you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified.* His sermon did not run mutch on the words, 
hot in a discourse of vindicating himsclfe and of pressing of episco- 
pacie and the utilitie of it; shewing, since it wAs wanting, that ther 
hath beine nothing hot trowbels and disturbancies both in church 
and state. . Apr^l 30, 1662, he tooke journey for Edenboroughe, 
being accompanied with about fifty horse, most of them of the citie 
of St Andrews; and, in his way, hp gave the ladys at Lundy a visit 
at LuiiHy : he cam with only five or six horse, and himselfe staid a 
short whille, toke a drink (hot did not dine), and was gone againe ** 
Diary, p. 183-4. • 
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May, consecrated other six bishops ia the Abbey o£ 
Holyroodhouse. 

This ceremony, which had be^n deferred till the 
arrival of the Commissioner, was conducte*d in the 
grandest and most imposing style. His Grace, and 
all the nobles and gentlemen who had come to town 
to attend parliament, together with the magistrates 
of the city, were present; -and none were admitted 
but by tickets. The two archbishops who ojficiated 
were in their full canonicals — black satin gowns, 
white surjilices, lawn 'sleeves, copes, and all the long 
desecrated garments, known to the Presbyterians of 
that day by the contemptuous epithets of their fore- 
fathers — ^^ Rags of Rome/' The others wore black 
satin gowns. The passage leading from the pews, 
where the bishops elect sat, to the altar, and the 
space before the altar, were covered with rich car- 
pets. Mr. James Gordon, one of the northern min- 
isters, preached the consecration sermon from 1 Cor. 
iv. 1 : " Let a man so account of us as of the minis- 
ters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God;'* 
in which, pointing out the errors of the fqrmer, be 
exhorted the new prelates to beware of encroaching 
on the nobles, nor exceed the bounds of their sacred 
function. They wore then led from their places by 
the archbishop of Glasgow, and by him presented to 
the primate who presided, and Set them apart accord- 
ing to the ritual of the Church* of England, and to 
whom they vowed clerical obedience during all tho 
days of their lives. The bishops this day consecrated 
were — Dunkeldy George Halyburton, late minister 
of Perth; JRosSy George Patterson, minister of Aber-. 
de^n; Moray y Murdoch Mackenzie, minister of 
Elgin; Brechuif David Stfachan, minister of Fetter- 
cairn; Jirgyhy David Fletcher, miiiister of Meh:os*e; 
The Islesy Robert Wallace, minister of Barnwell, 
Ayirshire;* none of whom were men either of distin- 

* George Wiseheart, chaplain to Moiftrpse, and author^ of the 
elegant lAtin romance which eoes under the name of his memoirs, 
was consecrated bishop of Edinburgh at St Andrews, on the 3d of 
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l^ished talents or exemplary piety, all had appeared 
zealots in die cauise of the covenant Common 
report attributed to them a private dissoluteness of 
character which might be exaggerated; but for their 
apostaw from a cause which they had urged with 
more than ordinary heat, no apology was ever at- 
tempted. Conviction coiild not be alleged, and as 
self-interest appeared the only ostensible reason, they 
sunk in the estimation of the people in proportion to 
the respect in which they had been previously held; 
while they returned the contempt with which they 
\^ere deservedly treated, by hatr^ and persecution — 
a consequent usual with renegades, who ever re- 
morselessly pursue to degradation and death the 
steadfast members of the religion they have betray- 
ed, whose unshaken integrity is a standing reproof 
of their temporizing baseness. 

Next day,»May 9, the parliameht met j and their 
first act was to restore the bishops to the exercise of 
their episcopal function, precedence in the church, 
power of ordination, inflicting of censures, and all 
other acts of phurch discipline; and this their office 
they were to exercise only with ^Hhe advice and 
assistance of such of the clergy as they should find 
to be of known loyalty and prudence.*' Without 
entering kito any of the puzzling questiops respecting 
the divine right of any form of church government, 
they at once founded their Prelacy upon a principle 
most repugnant- to Presbytery — ^the spiritual su- 
premacy of the king — :" Forasmuch as the ordering 
and dispojsal of the external government and policy 
of the church doth properly belong unto his majesty 
as an inherent right of the crown, by virtue of his 
rayal prerogative and supremacy in causes eccle- 
siastical.*' In the preamble were narrated as the 
causes of its re-establislwaent, the disorders and 
exorbitancies that had been in the church, the en- 
croachments upon the prerogative and rights of the 

June, and Mr. David Mitchell» minister of Edinburgh, bishop ^of 
Aberdeen. Syd^erf had Orkncjp. 
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crown, the usurpations upon the authority of parlia- 
ments, and the prejudice inflicted on the liberty of 
the subject ever since the invasion made upon the 
bishops and episcopal order — a fprm of church 
government pronounced most agreeable to the word 
of God, most convenient and effectual for the pre* 
servationoflruth, regularity, and unity, most suitable 
to monarchy, and the peace and qmet of the state: 
"Therefore his majesty and his estates did redin- 
tegrate the state of bishops to their ancient places and 
undoubted privileges in parliament and all their other 
accustomed dignities.^^ Nor was.it among the lea'lst 
strange enactments of this extraordinary act, that 
whatever his majesty^ with the archbishops and 
bishops, should determine respecting the. external 
order of the church, was " previously '' declared 
valid and effectual. 

Immediately upon this act being passed, a deputa- 
tion of six members, two noblemen, two barons, and 
two burgesses, was sent to the prelates, who were 
waiting in the primate^s lodgings to invite them to 
take their seats. They were accordiiigly conducted 
in state' to the House — ^the two BJx^hbishops first, 
walking between two-noblemen, the Earls of Ketiie 
and Wemyss, and the bishops fc^owing, attended by 
the barons, gentlemen, and the magistrates in their 
robes. When they entered, a congratulatory speech 
was made them from the throne, the act restoriQg 
them was read> and the parUament adjourned on 
purpose that thfe spiritual lords might have the plea- 
sure ojf dining with his Grace, the Commissioner, 
who, to do them the greater honour, wallced on foot 
with them in procession to the Palace. They were 
preceded by six macers with their maces, noxt thr§e 
gentlemen-ushers, then the purse-bearer uncovered. 
The Commissioner and Chancellor followed, with 
two noblemen on their right and the two archbishops 
on their left. A select party of noblemen and mem- 
bers of parliament, with the bishops^ made up the 
geodly company, who, " at four of tjie clock, sat 
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down to ane sumptuous entertainment, and remained 
at table till elgh^" - 

. The bishops," as -new thrust up6n the Scottish 
chiurch, difiered widely from thosfe intruded by- James 
VI. -They pled no scriptural authority, ]^ut an act 
of parliament as the soource of their power^ and 
acknowledged, in it»iuUBst sense, a temporal prince 
as the supreme h^ad of the church. The old bishops 
were only a set of constant moderatoi:^ in the* synods 
and presbyteries, possessing me^rely a sort of negative 
voice, and were nominally at least responsible to the 
G%BerB^ Assembly; but #iq whole form of Presby- 
tery-was BOW swept away, and the prelates were 
amenable to. no-church courts 5 norjoomd any assem- 
bly of iqinisters meet, but und^r their. sanction, or by 
their permission. 

• Having, subyerted" the Religion of the country, the 
ne^^t and most natural step was to eradicate, if poi53i' 
bl^ the principles*of pivil liberty. The sycophaiitish 
estates, th^fefore, proceeded to declare rebelliqus and 
treas#fi^ble those positionsu for which their, fathers 
had contended unto blood, and which their children 
asserted at.the point of the sword : — That it is lawful 
in •subjects, upon pretence 0/ reformation, ^r ^ny 
other pretence whatsoever, to enter into leagiies.or 
covenants, or ta take up -arms- against the king: or 
that it is lawful for- subjects^ pretending his majesty's 
authority, to take up arms against bis person 01* those 
commi^Bsionated by him, or to suspend him froin the 
exercise of his. joyal government, or to put limitar 
tiohs on their due i)bedienoe and aliegiano^. As, 
notwithstpjiding ihe acts. of the form^ jsession, the 
Presbyterians did not conceive theWelvea loosened 
from i^at they considered \h^ oaths of Gad — j-atified 
by the highest Qcclegiastical and civil authorities of 
the land-Uhe Nattonal Coverfant,, and the S^olemn 
League and Cavenant, these were now declared iui-. 
lawful oaths ; the subject* were relieved from theiy 
obligations ; the acts of Assembly respecting Itiem, 
which had reeeived the sanction both of the •parlia- 
ment and of the Idng, but hadhitherto escaped notice, 

VOL. I. 9 
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were acnnulted ; dnd all ratifieatioHS, by whatsoever 
authority, cassed and made void. AX 4he same time, 
it was*^nacted, that if any person 'should, by writing, 
printing, praying, preaching, or remonstrating, ex- 
press any -thing calculated to create or cherish dislike 
in the people towards tjie king's suprefnaoy in causes 
ecclesiastic, or of- the govempfient of the church by 
archbishops and bishops, as now ^settled, thay were 
to be ietkared iiicapable Of enjoying any place or 
employment, civil, ecclesiastical,' or military,* and 
liable to such further pains as the law directs ; that 
is, liable to the peinsoi'tha! detestable stafyte^airist 
leasing-making, of whose extent a notable specimen 
was speedily gifm in the case of Argylsw This was 
followed by an act obliging all persons in public 
trust to subscribe a declaration in wiiich the whole 
of the transactions, since the comtnencement of the 
troubles jXvere afltoned to have been illegal and sedi- 
tious, and the covenants unlawful t)aths,'unwarrs&it- 
ably imposed against the fundamefttar ia^i^ and 
liberties of the kingdom, and n5t -obligatory eithfer on 
themselves or others. * ' 

By. another retrospective act, repeating tM res- 
toration of patronage,- it was ordained that aU the 
ministers who had entered to perishes Since the year ^ 
1649, had nd right to their stipends; and their charges * 
were pronounced .vacaBt,'imtil they shotild pfoCure 
presentations anew from the lawful jJatrotis and 
collocation from the bishop of the diocese, which he 
was enjoined to give to the present iheumbents, upon 
application, before the 2(Hh of September foHowing^, 
foiling which, the presentation was to fell to the 
bishop Jnre devoluto; and) to conclude the sefries of 
enactments intended to- establish Episcopacy Apon a 
firm and iihmovable foiu^ation, amid the ruins of 
Presbytery, all professors and teadiers thtmiversities 
and colleges were required to take \he oath of alle- 
giance on p^iin of deprivalion— ^11 "ministers were 
ordered to attend the diocesan synods, and pa^Tall 
clerical* obedience to their superiors tmdeF the Uke 
penalty — and all meetings in priva'te houses, for reli- 
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gious exercises, which might tend to alienate this 
people from their" lawful pastors, wer^ strictly for- 
biddenw N5r were any persons to be permitted to 
preach in public br private, to teaoh any school, or 
act as tutor in the family .of any person of quality, 
without the license of the ordinary of the dio(:;ese, 

EccleiSiastical matters being thus arranged, and the 
session apparently drawing to a termination^ Lauder- 
dale so strcmgly pressed a ftU of indemnity, that 
Middleton could no. loiiget get it fivoided ; but he 
introduced, as an* accompaniment, the ^ act of fines, 
which in numerous ihsjtances rendered i't nugatory. 

. Lajst year a complaint ^ad been made, to peirlia- 
ment of "the losses sustained -by the Earl of QueenS- 
berry from the forces under Colonels Strachan and 
Kerr in 165Q, estimated at two thousand pounds 
sterling, when a committee, consisting, of the Earl 
of Eglintcnij.Lord Cochrane, the Sheriff-depute of 
Nithsdale, and spme crthers^ was appointed to meet 
at Cimmock, to inquire who bad served in that army, 
and to proportion the* same upon sfich of the^ guilty 
as were able to pay, which was accordingly done ; 
and a member of gentlemen who-were opposed to the 
measures of the preseni goverumentj were assessed t© 
make good the damage alleged to have been suffered 
by his lordship. This easy but arbitrary method of 
rewarding bis supporters, and punishing or silqncing 
his opponents, having excited no murmurs among 
the pusillanimous legislators, the plan was noyt fol- 
lowed out-by the Commissioner, and a* secret com- 
mittee appointed to inquite wlio had beQn.the most 
eminent cQiapliers imder the usurpers, iij order that 
their estates might be* taxed to raise a sum sufficient 
to compensate the king's friends for what they -had 
suffered as malignants during the time of the latQ 
troubles. Their rep<>rt included nearly nine himdred 
noblemen, gentlemen; and tenants; and the money 
to be produced from their fines amounted to about 
eighty-five thousand pounds sterling — an enormolis 
sum at that time, to be arbitrarily and vfixatiously 
levied, by political adversaries without any check. 
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there being neither accusation nor trial, nor an;^ crime 
alleged, of \ichich those Tuho now assum^ the namS 
of the king's friends, had, in gene/al,-been fat more 
guilty than they: 

The act of :fines, 'iniquitous arid unjust irr principle, 
was rendered still more ?o by the manner in which 
the hst was made up. It' included the names of 
many tv^ho were deid, absent from the country, or 
infants at the breast at thp time ! They were repre- 
sented as favoufing the usurpers. Others were in- 
serted from private revenge; and several were named 
who were Hving upon the parish. But the 'chief 
^yeight of the impositioi;i Was intended -to fall updn 
such ais had been ' distinguished for eminent piety 
and. a consistent Christian wafk in their different 
stations, who were deemed' singular m a time of 
general profession', when reHgion was t^e fashjon, 
but who were d'ei^ined to show. the power of the 
gospel in a day of general apostasy, whdYi religion 
was persecuted a^d a profession ridiculed. 

^Lauderdale, who sa'w that tfie produce of these 
fiiles was intended to strengthen the Coihlnissioner's 
party, strenuously, though tnerfectu:klly, endeavoured 
to thwart; 'the measure; and Mfddleton, justly sup- 
posing that sfuch conduct would cool the king^s affec- 
tion for his secretary, despatched Tarbet to Lopdon 
to complete his tuin. The ostensible purpose of his 
mission was to submit the act of indemnity to the 
king,- and to. obtain his sanction to a clause'for ex- 
cepting twelve persOQS, to be named by the parlia- 
ment, from the benefit of the act, as incapable, of 
holding any place of public trust. Lauderdale knew 
that he was aiihed at, and exerted his- every art and 
influence to prevent the exception as unjust, but the 
Duke of York and the English Chancellor, who were 
jealous of his influence, stipporfed tjie clause ; aftd 
the king gave his- consent tt) th6 proposed exception. 

^n incident which he couM not have foreseen — so 
capricious is the fate of rayal- favourites— prevented 
his faU, and gave him the ascendancy his 'enemies 
were seeking to destroy. Middleton, who wished 
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to procure for himself Argyle's estates,,when disap- 
pointed by jtheir gift to his. son, harassed the young 
Earl by every means in his power, and procured 
that they should be burdened with an immense debt, 
A^hich so irritated lii^ lotdship, that he expressed 
himself very freely in a confidential letter to Lord 
Duffus,* saying, '^he hoped that he would procure 
the friendship of ClarendQn,'^.and, in reference to 
the proceedings in parliatnent, used these words — 
"then the kijag will see their tricks.'* This tetter 
being intercepted at fhe.post-ofiice, a capital Charge 
of lying between the king and parliament was fp««id- 
ed upojat it, and a^ letter written to the king» request- 
ing 'that Argyle might be sent down prisoner to stand 
trial. At Lauderdale's earnest entreaty, he was sent 
down not a prisoner, and with express instructions 
that no senjejice shoiid be executed till his majesty 
saw and approved it. *Lorn, when br.ofught to trial, 
convinced that any defence before such a. tribuital 
would be vain, made none, biit-threw himself on |he 
royal mercy, declaring the iimoeence of his ii\ten- 
tions, and noticmg gently the provocation he had 
received. He was pronounced guilty of death by 
parliament, but the king shortly After remitted his 
punishment. 

. During these discussions, Tafbet Jiad been gradu- 
ally undermining Lauderdale's influence, and, by his 
insmuattng manners, had so far gained on 'Charles, 
that the fall of the favourite seemed no very distant 
or doubtful event, when the indiscretion of Middle- 
ton or his^ friends blighted all their flattering pros- 
pects. Afraid openly to .attackthe ppesent ministers, 
an act was brought into p*arliame»t for incapacitating 
twelve persons by ballot, and lists were so formed 
that Lauderdale and Crawford were included in the 
Qumber ; and so anxious was Middleton to insure 
their dismii^l, that, as soon as tjie -act passed, he 
ratified it without ever communicating it to the king. 
Lauderdale, who had 'been apprised of the whole 
proceedings by the vigilant gratitude of Argyle be- 
fore the official intelligence reached court, seized the 
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oppertunity ef representing the affront offered to his 
niajesty in such glarings colours, that, when the act 
arrived, he refused it his sanction, with a sarcastic 
renikrk, that the proceedings of his Scottish -ministers 
were like those of madmen, or jof men that were 
perpetually dfimk. 

Khowing the aversion of the Presbyterian minis- 
ters to the proposed changes, the privy council, he- 
fore the' bishops returned from court, endeavoured to 
overawe theih and prevent opposition.* They began 
with Mr. Robert Blair, an eminent and aged minis- 
ter; that it was necessary to remove from his charge 
at St. Aiadrews to make room for Sharpe, tO wljom 
he was particularly obnoxious on-accoimt of his hav* 
ing the preceding year, by order of the presbytery, 
faithfully reproved him for his deceitful -dealings at 
court, and his proudly g^-aspiijg after the archbishop- 
ric. Although at an advanced age and in dehcate 
health, the venerable jsaint was siunmoned before 
thf council ut Edinburgh, and examined as 'to his 
steadfastness in the principles' he had proffessed 
through a long and hbnourable life: when it was 
found that ha held fast his integrity, -he was first 
sequestered from^hls parish, arid confined succes- 
sively to* Musselburgh, Kirkaldy, and Conston; and 
then, in- his last -sickness, forced to send in his pre- 
sentation to the council, to prevent his being dragged 
to tedinburgh while labouring tinder a mortal disease: 

Upon the bishops^ arrival, it was deemed necessary 
ta make an example of some of the most steadfast 
and, distinguished Pi;esbyterfeins in the west, as that 
part of the country Imd §ver been remarkable for 
attachment to theirprofession. The Chancellor was, 
in consequence?, directed to require the attendance oT 
such minvsters as he thought fit; ahdby the suggestion 
of the prelates, wrbte to Messrs. John Carstair, Glas- 
gow; James Nasmyth, Hamilton; Matthew Mowat, 
and James Rowat, Kihnar^ock; Alexander Blait, 
Gakton ;' James Veitch, Mauchlihe ; William Adair 
and William FuUerton, at St. Qirivox, as- if he had 
merely wished the assistance of their advice. Upon 
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tteir arrival^ howfever, ki Edinlmrgh, they were 
charged with holdung disloyal prkiciples, and particu- 
Jarly with some expressions tkey had iised in their 
sermons. * From the charge of di^oyalty, they easily 
vindicated themselves, and desired that the particular 
passages In the offensive sermons might be pointed 
out 4 but these the Chancellor was unable to produce, 
Aid they were dismissed from .their first interview, 
with a hint that the easiest way to^et fid of further 
trouble, wouW be to- comply with the king's pleasure 
and acknowledge his bishJops. When 3iey would 
not consent to this, they were detained in town till 
the parliament met * No- Valid charges, hovever, 
being "found against them, they were carried before 
the Lords of the Articled, and -command«d as a test 
of their loyalty, to eubscribe flie oath of allegiance. 

As they were the first Presbyterian rAimstenr to 
whom this oath had t)een tendered, they required a 
few, days to consider — ^for they deemed it aa object 
of high importance* that they should be fully satisfied 
in their own minds as to their line ^f duty — ^lest, on 
the one hand, they should wound their consciences 
by the sin ojf denying the supreme Idngship of Christ 
m his Church, or iucur the. charge of disloyalty by 
refusHig obedience to iiim whom they, considered 
their .rightful sovereign. They therefore set apart 
some time f«r solemn prayer to asfcof the Lord light 
and 4irectioii% Then, after serious deUberationvthey 
gave in their explicatiqn of the oaih — ^which contain- 
ed arbrief but<Mstinet statement of- the. principles upon 
which they and all the succeeding consistent Presby- 
terians jefujged tb subscribe — ^what continued after- 
Av^rds always to be pressed upon them imder.the 
false and insidious name of the oath, of allegiance, 
while in fact -and verity it wc^s an explicit oaih of 
supremacy. " They lieartily and cheerfully acknow- 
ledged his majesty as the only lawful: supreme gover- 
nor imdCT Ood within the%king^0r9,«.nd*tliat his 
sovereignty reached all peieons 'and all causes, as 
weH ecclesiastic as civil, having them both fbr its ob- 
ject ; albeit it be in its own nature only civil, and ex- 
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trinnc as to causes ecdesiastical ;'and9 therefore, tfaey 
utterly* renounced alL foreign jurisdictions, powers^ 
and authorities, and promised with their utmost power^ 
to- defend, assist, and maintain his majesty^ jurisdic- 
tion aforesaid.*' . For this explanation six of the min- 
isters — Messrs; Adair and^Fullartori having through 
favour been passed over — ^weie committed close 
prisoners to the publip jail, where they were con&idtt 
for several weeks^j and the paper being laid before 
parliament, it wa&put to the vota— " whether process 
them criminally, or b^^Msh them?/' — 'When it vas 
earned to banish them. Upon a representation tQ 
the commissioner by Mr. Robert Dougal, that the 
sentiments of the explication were jsound and ortho- 
dox, and such as would be apprpved by the whole 
reformed churcjies abroad, the sentence of banishment 
was changed into deprivation. But their churches 
were declared vacant, and they wepe ordained* to 
remove their families and leave the possession of 
their manses and glebes at Martinmals next, their 
stipends for the current year were seized, and them- 
selves forbid to reside within the -presbyteries where 
their churches lie, or within the cities of Glasgow or 
Edinburgh. 

Conscientious ministers were not only entrapped 
by these tyrannical yet pitiful devices, but likewise 
harassed by the Tfigorous enforcement of the act for 
celebrating the king's birth-day as an- " holyday." 
A proclamation ^'as issued o^^dering its ohservance 
by the . ministers, under pain of deprivation; 'And 
numbers were deprived of their year's stipend for 
non-observance.* • But such had been the retrograde 
progress from the-sobriety of their former professi^, 
that within UttJe more than one short year, the -ife- 
turn pf this holyday had become throughout the land 
the signal of universal riot and drunken uproar, par- 
ticularly in these towns that had the misfortune to 
be bm^hs. On tl^s oeoasdon, LinKthgow signalized 
• ' • . * 

* Tlie same day had already been set apart as a day of thanks- 
giving for his restoration f 
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iteielf,"nofr only -by its outrageous layoitf, hytt by its 
shameless and profane contempt for the' bonds their 
fathers had held ^ sadred, and they themselves had 
soleifinly sworn tcf observe. 'After the farce of 
church-going Vhich occupied the, forenoon, boiifires 
were Jcindled in every ebmer of the streets in the 
afternoon. The magistrates, accompeinied by the 
Earl of liinlithgbw,'assenibl^d in the open area be- 
fore the cotincfl-house, ero\ind a table covered witti 
comfitsjthe beautrfut gothic fountain aft the wliile 
spouting from its many mouths French aiii Spanish 
wines, when ,the curate opened the evening service 
by singing a psalm and' repeatmg what wa'S either a 
long blessing or a short prayer. The company then 
tasted the confections and scattered the rest among 
the crowd. An irrevef ent pageant closed* this part 
of the performance. 

At the^sross, an arch was erected upon four pillars, 
oi> the oAe side of which stood the statue of aji old 
hag, having t}ie Covenant in Jiex"hand,/\Yith this 
sfiperscriptibn — ^\A gloriouis Reformation ;'' on the 
other,' the figure of a Whig, "with " the rem'onstr9,nce 
in* hiss hand, inscribed *no association with malig- 
nants f while the deyil; in 'the form of an angel of 
light, surmounted the'keystone, having a label issuing 
from his mouth — ^ Stand to the cause.*'' On'the 
pillar, beneath the covenat, were painted rocks, (dis- 
taff^,) reels, and repenting-stools. The other, imder 
tho remonstrance, was adorned with brechams, (hors6 
collars^) cogs','(Vooden dishes,) and spoons*. Within 
the arch, on the right, was* drawn " a committee of 
eststtes,'* with this legend-r-'^^ Act for delivering up 
the King/' Opposite' Was placed " a -commission of 
the kirk,'' and, in'promifient characters, " Act of the 
West Kirk." In the middle of the argh hung 9. tab- 
let with this litany — 

From ooyenantenf with uplifted hakids ; 
.From rotnoQBtratorg, with ajwoci^te bands ; 
From such cqmmittees as goyemea this nation ; 
Fcpm kirlc commilsiDns and their protertation^ 
Good Lord, deliver us. 
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Upon the back joi the arch| RebeUion.vas depicted 
under the guise of Religion, in a devout attitude, 
with eyes turned up to heaven, holding Rutherford's 
" Lex ^ex^l in her right hand, and in her left, <<The 
Causes of God's Wrath.", Around he? were* scatter- 
ed acts of parliament, of committees of estates, Grene- 
ral Assemblies, and commissions of the kirk, with all 
their protestations and declarations for the la^ twenty- 
years;, and aboye was writton "RebelUon is as the 
sin of witchcraft." At drinking the king's health, a 
lighted torch set. the fabric in a blaze ; ania number 
of .concealed fireworks exploding, th^ whole was in- 
stantly reduced to ashes, whence arose two angels, 
bearing a tablet with' the following hues : — . * 

- Great Britain's nrontu'ch on ibis day wmm bom, ' 
And to his king(]oni happily restored — 
The queen's arrived — \h& njitre now is worn — 
Let us rejoice this day is from the Lord. • 
Fly henoe, all traitors, who did mftx our peac6v« ^ 
Fly hepce, schismatio^ Who ouf ehurch did rent — « 

• Fly covenanting, remonstrating rac&— 
Lot us rejoice Wiat God this'dtcy hath sent , ^ 

The magistrates, with this Earl, then withdrew to 
the Pg-lace, where a large bonfire was lighted in its 
noble court ; and the king, queen, with other loyal 
toastSj^were drunk ; after which the festivities of the 
semi-sacifed carnival were concluded by the ©lagis- 
trates and a number of the inhabitants walking in 
procession through the town and "saluting eyery 
person of account." 

Parliament ro.se on the ^th of Seplember, and the 
privy coimcil entered upoiji the ifull exercise of their 
tyrannical powers, which had been acknowledged 
and vowed tq by the obseqtrious legislature, who 
thus paved the way for their own lower degradation. 
By an act of the 10th, the diocesan meetings which 
had been deferred on account of the lords, archbish- 
ops, and bishops being engaged in attending their 
parliamentary duty, were appointeiib* to be -held with- 
in all dioceses of the south upon the sfecond Tuesday 
of October, excepting that p£ Galloway, which, to- 
gether with A^berdeen and some in the Highlands, 
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Iskmds, and rtie north, were to keep the third Tues- 
day of the same month* at whidi all- parsons, vJcars, 
(uncouth titles in Presbyterian ears,) ^nd ministers 
were required to- be present^ under pain of being 
considered contemners of liis majesty's, authority. 
Every step taken to thrust Episcopacy forcibly upon 
an unwilling people, was accompanied by some new 
act of injustice and oppression to their respected 
ministers. It was requisite that those of. the capital 
should set an example of; obedience; and therefore, 
unless they also would apostatize and violate their 
oatlls and their consciences by acktiowlfedgkig the 

f)reseut Episcopacy, and oonctrrring in their discip- 
ine, before the 1st of October, they* were to be de- 
prived of their office and banished the city — an arbi- 
trary punishment, for which the oppressors bad not 
even the authority of their own iiriquitous, parlia- 
ment. • • 

The westenx brethren being the most reftactory, 
Middleton determined to proceed thither with a quo* 
rum'ofthe coimcil to £nforde in person the obnox-. 
ious decrees. Accordingly, about the- latter end of 
September, accompanied. by-Earls Morton, Linlith- 
gow, Callender, and Lord Newbtrrgh, with the king's 
lireguard,**tl^ clerk of the council, dCnd a great re- 
tinue of ^tteimants, he set out upon his progress, pre- 
ceded by macers and mflitary music. Burghs and 
iK)bles regaled the party a» they passed^ evincmg 
their affection for the "hierarchy by prodigal hospi- 
tality, while their guests, conformably to the. man- 
ners of the English court, displayed^* their loyalty -by 
pushing it to the most disgusting anfd loathsome 'ex- 
cess. In districts remarkable for the strict soberness 
of their manners, scenes of revelry -and profane riot 

• The king's giiard^wat chiefly composed of thpse who had, dur, 
ing the civil ward, been attaclied to the royal party, and ^ho had 
expected mountain^ or gold at the Restoration ; Uit, as the whole 
revenues of the kingdom could not have Satisfied tht^ir clliims and 
their ciy>idity, and "the merry monarch" and his higiher satellites 
coHld spare nothing ^^om their own licentious 'erases, they, who 
bad been unaccustemed 4o honest indostiy, had* no other resource 
left but to enter the army. 
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were exhibited by the Cpnunissioner a|id his Epi^c<>- 
polian propagaftda that astonished the decent^ white 
it afflicted the pious portion of the inha£itants. Their 
streets were disturbed hy midmght inebriety; and 
men who bad consoienttous scruples about drinking 
healths eX all, heard with sensations approaching to 
horror," that in seme of these debauches th^ devil 
himself had had his health drunk! Eccleiriasti- 
cal matters do not seem- to have mueh disturbed 
the thoughtless "joyepsity** of tl\is outragequs crew 
till they came to Glasgow, when Fairfoul fentered a 
grievous complaint to Middleton, that, notwithstcind- 
ing- the acts of parliament and the time that had 
elapsed, not. one of the ypungeyr ministers who had 
entered the.. church since.. 1645, had acknowledged 
him as^archbishop — ^that he had incurred all the ha- 
tred attached to his office without obtaining any of 
the power; and, unless his Grace could devise some 
method lor securing obedience, a bishop would be 
mwely a cipher in the Mate. Middleton, a rough 
mercienary, requested the bishop's directions. The 
archbishop^ like a true son of 9, temporal priesthood, 
knew of no better remedy than fofce. He proposed 
that all the ministeps who had entered since the year 
1649, and who would not submit to receive collation 
and admission from the-bishop before the Ist of No- 
vember; should be peremptorily banished from their 
houses, parisdies, and th^ bounds of their *presbyte- 
ries ; and he assured the Gommisi^q^er that, if this 
were jrigorously enforced, he did not believe- tli^e 
were ten in the whole of his diogese who would choosp 
to lose their stipends.* • . x 

A emmcil arasL summoned, upon his Grace's Yeprp- 
sentalion^ to meet in the fpoi^ hall of Glasgow Cot- 
lege; but when th(^ worthies .assembled^ the Whole, 
except one. or perhaps two, were- in a high^tstate of 
excitation, or, as Wodrow phrases, it, flustered with 
jElrink.1J- Sir* James- Lockhart of Lee^ the only sober 

* ** There was li^ter i(*man among tbem," says Kirkton, '* bat Jie 
was drunk at the tiaxe, ex«opt.only hee,^^-^HUu Church of Sc9t, d. 
141K 
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member present, attempted to reason .the matter. 
He affirmed that, so fer from accomplishing its object, 
such an act would have a tiiametrically opposite 
effect — that th^ young ministers would- suffer mooe 
than -the loss of their stipends before -they would 
acknowledge the bishops, and the inevitable con- 
se*quences weuld b^ desolatioH- iji the country and 
•discontent among the people. But reasoning w«s 
altogether out of the question. Anuct accorc&ig to 
th§ archbishop's wish was agreed to without dispute, 
although it was not quke so easily drawn up — 
<^ whether,*' adds the honesi historian, " for want of 
a fresh man to. dictate or write, I know not.'' Xt 
'^as, -however, sufficiently sjBVere; not. only .did the 
non45onforming ministers forfeit their current year's 
stip^d and incur the penalty of^banishment, but their 
parishioners who should repair to their sermons were 
subjected to the same punishment as the-frequenters 
of private conventicles. Besides this desolating act, 
the coimcil passed two of a more private nature, in- 
capacitating individuals — ^Mr. Donald Cargill, min- 
ister of tfie barony parish, Glasgow, (with whom we 
shall frequently meet in 4he course of the Annals,) 
and Mr. Thomas Wylie, minister of Kirkcudbright. 
This latter was a distinguished" mfember of a distin- 
guished presbytery, which had not one conformist in 
their, bounds, and was among the very few that pre- 
sented petitions against their illegal discontinuance, 
nor desisted from fulfilling their ministerial functions 
till compelled by force. 

He early foresaw the. approaching blackness that 
was about to overspread the land, and, anticipating 
for himself and his people a. share in the- general 
calamity, he was earnestly desirous to diepiense the 
sacrament of the' Lord's ,Supper before the cloud 
came on. A general seriousness seems also to have 
pervaded *the country side; for, qju the Sabbath ap- 
pointed, for its* administration, .hine 8> the number of 
communicants who offered- was. so. great, that they 
could not all join in one day, and he intimated that 
on the Sabbatlr following, hj^ would again dispense 
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Ae ordiiiaBce, when tibose who had not participated 
mig^t come forward. On Monday, after sermon, he 
receiw-ed a letter informing him that the presbytBry 
had been summoned to Edinburgh for holding their 
meetings after the council had prohibited them. But 
he determined to proceed in -his work, leaving the 
consequences to P^rovidcnce, and he was favouredto 
conclude ihe solemnity yritlwut fiirther interruption. 
On tfie Monday, boweyer, certain news arriving that 
a party was to be in the town that night to appre- 
hend Mm, he witiidrew, aiid next day they searcned 
his house narrowly for tumu; but the bird 4ot Ais time 
t^ad escaped the snare of the fpwler. He continued 
under hiding, till, through the exertions of his wife 
and the friendship of Lord Kenmure, he was allowed 
to return to his .parish oh the lOlh pf Septemher. 
Now, without any new accusation, he was inpluded 
in the same sentence with Donald Cargill, and order- 
ed to-be banished beyond the Tay. 

Ei^land, on the 24di of August preceding, had 
exhibited the g^blrme and heart-stimng spectadeof 
upwards of two thousand of the ablest, most upright, 
and most deyout ministers in the*land, surrendering 
without hesitation their livings,, rather than violate 
their consciences by Conforming to tjie restored na- 
tional church. Yet, wifti this instance before his eyes, 
of obedience to God in preference ta subjection to 
men, the Conmiii^ioner could not imderstand how 
persoQS with lai^ families would voluntarily throw 
themselves upon the world, and leave their homes 
without any certain dweUing-place> rather than^ub- 
init to a change which the prelates and he Jiad found 
so easy^ but they feared to sin; cmd pow that a cen- 
tury hasFrDlledby, sHid they and -their oppressors rest 
in the grave together, who would not say that they 
did not act the wisest party who preferred a good 
conscience, and trusted to the foithfulhess of Him 
who has promisecl nevex to ifiave, neVer, never, to 
forsake his servcgits, rather. than tp place their conff- 
dance in princes^ and^heir trust in the sbns of raieji? 
6f wixat value are th^ mitres no\^ for which the 
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j^relates in Scotl^ind d^troyed their usefulness, and 
which sat so uneasily for a few trouhted years upron 
their heads? At the time, the case wag dreadfully 
trying. When a man's temporal interest comes in 
competition with his- profession, then will appear the 
strength of his religious principle- Neariy four hun- 
dred ministers of the <5hiurch» of Scotland stood this 
severed of all teste. Turned -from their honsea in the 
midst of winter, and deprived of their ^stipends, they 
went out not knowing whither they went Never 
did Sicotland witness such a Sabbath as that on which 
they took leave of their parishioners; and the mouhi- 
ing and iamentation*that filled ther south and* west, 
was only equalled by the hatred and detestation ex- 
cited against those who were the authors of so much 
sorrow, who; for their own ambitious and worldly' 
schemes, ruptured ties so sacred and so dear as those 
that hs^ subsisted between the Presbyterian miniss- 
ters and their aflfectionate congregations. 

It was. questioned at the time,* and even since, 
whethef Presbyterian ministers did not act improperly 
in all at once throwing up their charges ? That they 
acted scriptui^y, is plain. They continued to exer- 
cise their trailing as long as they* could. When ille- 
g^y forbid, they continued^ preachy acting upon the^ 
ap#stolic precept of obeying God rather than man ; 
but when a tyrannical power, under the form of par- 
liamentary *or council enactments, was ready to use 
force in ejecting them, then, as ministers of the gospel, 
they had no other' resource left than to shake off the 
dust of their feet and go to another city — they bor6 
testimony against their persecutors and retired^ Pol- 
lowing the advice of James v. 10, they took the 
prophets, who Had spoken in the name of the Lord, 
for^an example of sxiffering and of patience. 

That they acte J, even in poUtJcal view, in the very 
best manner that their circiunstances admitted, is I 
think,' demonstrable. They §howed to the people 
that it was not the fleece but the flock that had been 
the objdct of their caro, and^umprinted upon their 
minds a sense of.lhe wdMh of me.trudi lor which 
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fliey were contending, beyond what they could havB 
done in any other manner; and that truth Was one 
written as with a sunbeam throughont the whol^ New 
Testament — ^that Christ is the king and the head of his 
ehurch, and that whatever form o^hurch government 
does not acknowledge this, is esaentially antichristian. 
It is not less evident, 4hat the prelatists,.as well as 
the papists^ gave that dignity and power to another ; 
and the isolemn and universal testimony which so 
many godly men lifted up at once against acknow- 
ledging such unholy usurpation, has not lost its effect 
* ev6n unto tins day — an effect itnever could have had, 
had the ministers resisted and -allowed themselves to 
have been thrust out one by one. 

From-^ Glasgow, Middleton and his Episcopalian 
reformadoes pursued their route, confirming their 
churches in the south, through Galloway as far as 
Wigton ; and> Upon the last day of October, r^^tumed 
to Holyroodhouse. 

On his artival, the Commissioner was assailed by 
what was to him unexpected intelligence, that the 
whole south and west were thrown .into confusion ; 
and, enraged to find that both 'the archbishop and 
himself had so entirely miscalculated, he expressed 
his astonishment at the unaccountable conduct of ttie 
*^ madmen^' with a volley of oaths and . execrations 
the now fashionable dialect of the court — and, on the 
first meeting of council, caused letters to be sent off 
express to his lordship and the primate, -requesting 
th^r presence and advice. Meahwhile^ they pro- 
deeded in the usual course of endeavouring to intimi- 
date the humbler refractory by their rigour to the more 
eminent. Mr. Hugh M'Kafl, chaplain to Sir James 
Stewart of Kirkfield, a youth of high promise, was 
forced into voluntary exile becau^ he had defended 
in a sermon what he considered the scriptural mode 
c)f diurch government. . Mr. John Brown" of Wam- 
phrey, well known by his historical, controversial, 
and practical writings, not less pespected for«his piety 
than for his learning, having reproved some ministers 
fbr attending the Archbishop of <xj[asgaw's dioeesan 
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Synod, styling ^em )>erJHred9 was banidied to Hol- 
land^— at tfiat time the asylum of the persedhted ; 
there he remained for many years, and, by his sea- 
sonable publications, strengthened the hands of the 
sufferers in his native land, and .proved a thorn in 
the side of dielr tirrannical government. 

Mr. John Livingston, inore honoured of God as 
the means of converting sinners to Christ than almost 
any minister of the Church of Scotland since the Re- 
formation, then minister at Ancrum, because he 
would not promise to observe the. 29th of May as an 
holyday^nor take the oath of allegiance without any 
explanation, was subjected to a like •punishment, as 
were Messrs^ Bobert Thiill of Edinburgh^ Neave of 
Newmills, cmd Gardner of Saddlew Mr. Livingston, 
in the true spirit of a Christian patriot, after sentence 
was pronounced, thus replied--^ < Well ! although it 
be not permitted me to breathe my native air, yet 
into whatsoever part of the world I may go, I shall 
not cease to pray foi? a blessing to these lands, to4iis 
majesty, the government, and the inferior magistrates 
thereof; but especially for the land-Af my nativity V 
In the same excellent spirit, having been denied the 
privilege of paying a farewell visit to his wife, chil- 
dren, and people, he addressed a pastoral letter -to 
the flock of Jesus Christ in Ancrum. . Their sins and 
his.owB, he told them, "had drawn down this severe 
stroke ; and, while it was their part to search out and 
mourn for them, « it is not needful,'^ he adds, "4o 
look much to instrument* I have from my heart 
foi^en them all, and would wish you.ta do the like, 
and pray fer them that it be not kid to their diarge. 
For my part, I. bless his name, I have great peace-in 
the matter of my, suflferinga. J- need not repeat, yoti 
know my testimony of the things in controversy:— 
Jesus Christ is a king,andonly hath power to s^point 
the officers and government of his house. It is a fear* 
ful thing to violate the oathof God, and fall mto the 
haqds of the Uving God. It could not well be ex- 
pected,*-' he -proceeds to remark, and the remark is 
applicjsible in all simila): cases wh^n religion has been 
10* 
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in repute among a people — ^^ there haying been so 
feir ahd so general a profession throughout the land, 
but that the Lord would put men to it ; and it is 
like it shall come to every man's door, that, when 
every one according to their inclination, may have 
acted* their part — and- He seems tp Stand by — He 
may come at last and act his part, and vindicscte his 
glory and truth. I have often showed you that it is 
the greatest difficulty under heaven to beUeve that 
there is a God and a life after this ; and have often 
told you that, for my part, I eould never make it a 
chief part <rf my work to insist upon the particular 
debates of the time, as being' assured that if a man 
drink in the-lmowledge and the mainibundations of 
the €hMstian religion, and have the work of Grod's 
Spirit in his heart' to make him walk with God, and 
make conscience of his- ways, such an one shall not 
readily mistake Christ's quarrel, to join.eithet with a 
profane atheist party or a fanatic party. There may 
be diversity of judgment, and sometimes sharp debates 
among them that are going to heaven ; but, certainly, 
a spirit guides the seed of the woman, ami another 
spirit the seed* df the serpent." 

Several of lesser note were treated with not much 
less harshness, been ordered to confinement in dis- 
tant places of the country, without the means of sub- 
sistence, anddebarred from preadiing in the fugged 
and barren districts to which they were banished. 

•Such, however, was the outcry the wide desolation 
of the church- had occasioned, ikai the council were 
convinced they had acted with unwise precipitation, 
and endeavoured in some measure to retrace their 
steps. The author x£ the mischief, Fairfoul, though 
repeatedly called uJDon^ does not appear to have as- 
sisted their deliberations, which were protracted, til! 
the month of December, when a proclamation was 
issued, extending the time allowed ministers for pro- 
curing presentations and collocation to the 1st of Feb- 
ruary, but ordering those who neglected tb do- so to 
remove from ^eir pari^es and presbjrteries ; and 
such of them as belonged to the dioceses of St An- 
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drews and Edinburgh, to g€f into banishment beyond 
the Tay. The older ministers, who had not been 
touched by the Glasgow act, and had hitherto remain- 
ed exercising their parochial duties ainong their peo- 
ple, because they had not attended the diocesan 
meetings, were confined to their parishes. The peo- 
ple who left the hirelings intruded upon them, travel- 
ling sometunes twenty miles to hear the gospel, were 
now ordered to attend their parish churches, under a 
penalty of twenty shillings for every day% absence ; 
•and because in those places^ where the ministers, in 
view of separation from their flocks, had celebrated 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper to multitudes 
sessembled from the surrounding districts — and much 
of the divine presence had appeared among them — 
these were stigmatized as unlicentiate confluences of 
the people ; and the discourses delivered under such 
circumstances^ with more than ordinary fervour, and 
accompanied with more than ordinary power, abused 
as the extravagant sermons of some ministers of un- 
quiet and factious spirits:-^pecial engines to debauch 
people fipom their duty, and lead them to disobedi- 
ence, schism aaid rebellion; therefore every incumbent 
wSis prohibited from employing more thsy one or 
two of his neighbours at a communion without a 
Ucense from the bishop,^ oi admitting the people of 
any other parish to- participate of the sacrament with- 
out a certificate from his curate. 

This was the last of Middleton's acts in Scotland. 
His rival, Lauderdale, had- so well employed the 
Sux^ess he had to the king to tmdermine his in^uence, 
that he was called to court to answer charges of 
having encroached upon the royal prerogative - by 
the balloting act, and defrauded the royal treasmry 
by appropriating the fines. While the afiair was 
under discussion, Lauderdale procured an order to 
delay levying the fines due the first term and dismiss 
the collector. Middleton, who saw that this was a 
deadly blow at his Interest in Scotland, eountermand- 
ed the* royal letter upon alleged verbal authority, 
which Charles either never gave, or found it con- 
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venient to disown; and this completed his ruin. His 
rashness and ineonsideration were too palpable 4o 
be denied; but, by the interest of his friends, Claren- 
don and the Bishop of London, his fall was softened, 
and he was sent into a kind of honourable banish- 
ment as governor of Tangiers. There he continued 
to indulge his habits of intemperahce, and, fidling 
down a stair in a fit of intoxication, broke his right 
arm so seveirely, that the bone- protruded through 
the flesh, and, penetrating his side, a -mortification 
ensued, which terminated his life* 

Middleton, who never appears to have had any 
serious religion, was the friend of Lord Clarendonr-J 
a statesman bigoted to Episcopacy, rather on account 
of its potitical than its spiritual advant^iges— «nd 
employed by him for jrearing in Scotland, upon the 
ruins of Presbytery, which he detested, an estab- 
lishment more m accordance with thos« high notions 
of the prerogative which, notwithstanding fiie melan- 
choly example of the first Charles, were adopted and 
cherished by the court of his son. Well csilculated 
for carrying through the most despotic measures by 
force, he must be acquitted of the mean duplicity of 
Charles's/letter to the ministers of Edinburgh, the 
obloquy of which rests upon the crafty politics of 
Sharpe. When first shown i% lie considered it as 
opposed to EpiscopUcy, and expressed his regret; 
but when told that, upon rescindmg all the laws in 
favour of Presbytery, then: Episcopacy remained the 
church government settled by law, lie observed, 
"that might be done; but for his part he was not 
fond of making his majesty^s first appearance in 
Scotland to be in the character of a cheat." Once, 
however, fairly embarked, he never hesitated, and 
concurred with the bishops in their .every project^ 
however treacherous or oppressive. He nrst over- 
turned the Presbyterian church government^ which 
had been settled under as solemn sanctions, and as 
strong legal guarantees, as- can c^er possibly be de- 
vised to secure any religious establishment, and then 
sent to the scafibld, from motives of avarice and re- 
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venge, the noblest ornaments of that religion/ whose 
only crime was adhering to a profession he himself 
had, with uplifted hand, sworn to support. 

In council, he unwarrantably extended the t3aran- 
nical acts of his servile parliament, and wantonly 
laid waste hundreds- of peaceable and flourishing 
congregations. With a cunning worthy the priest- 
hood of Rome, he invited numbers of unsuspecting 
ministers from distant parts of the country to Edin- 
burgh, as if to consult them on .the. affairs of ^e 
diurch, then ensnared them by insidious questions^ 
and punished their unsuspecting simplicity with de- 
privation, imprisonment, and exile.. Without any 
shadow of law, -and without the form of a trial, he 
turned ministers from- tiieir congregations — ^prohibi- 
ted them from preaching, praying, er expounding 
the Scriptures, and sent them to the most disjtant 
comers of the land, or forced them to seek an asylum 
in foreign countries — ^then intruded on the desolated 
parishes worthless and incapable hirelings — and con- 
cluded his career by commanding the people to at- 
tend upon their ministrations under a severe and 
oppressive penalty. His own expatriation to the 
barren coast of Africa was looked upon by the suf- 
ferers as a righteous retribution, and his melancholy 
end as an evident mark of divine displeasure ; nor 
could the coincidence between his own rash impre- 
cation and the manner of his death fail to strike the 
most careless. Like many other political hypocrites, 
with a zeal as furious, as false, he had sworn and 
subscribed the covenants when it was the fashion of 
the time to do so ; and, on retiring from the place 
where he had taken these vows upon him, he said 
to some of those who were with. him, "that that was 
the pleasantest day he had ever seen ; and if ever 
he should do any thing against that blessed work, 
he had been engaging in,*' holding up his right arm, 
**he wished that it might be his death!" The enor- 
mous fines he imposed,, he never was empowered to 
exact; and, in return for impoverishing his country, 
he died an exile and a beggar. 
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Xfanderdale hsrving succeeded in remoying his for- 
midable axitagonist, from thenceforth for a'nmnber 
of years almost solely directed Scottish affairs. The 
Presbyterians, who believed that he. was secretly 
attached to their cause, anticipated better days under 
his^ protection; but ambition was his master-passion, 
and to it he was prepared to sacrifice all his early 
attachments and principles. While religion appeared 
the only road to power in the state, he had been 
foremost in the ranks of the covenanters; and, by the 
warmth of his professions, and the consistency of his 
conduct, had gained the confidence of those who 
were sincerely devoted to the cause; but when the 
path of preferment on Charles's restoration struck off 
in an opposite direction, he deserted to the prelates, 
and evinced the sincerity of his change by at once 
forsaking his sobriety of manners, and apostatizing 
from his form of religion; and, as he understood well 
the principles he betrayed, aAd at one time certainly 
had strong convictions of their truth, his. opposition 
was proportionably inineterate, and he became out- 
rageously furious at whatever tended to remind him 
of his former " fanaticism.'* 
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DECEMBE^t, A. D 1669^1664. 

State 6f the West and Soudi — Bishops—Carates-^Their re<)^>tion-^ 
Tumult at Iron^ay-^Coramission seat to Kirkcudbright and 
Dumfiriefl — Field<^reaching— -Rothei and Ltauderdale arrive in 
Scotland — Parliament — Warriston's arrest and execution — Prin- 
cipal Wood of St Andrews and other ministers silenced and scat- 
tered — ^Troops ordered to enforce die Acts of Parliament — ^Their 
outrages — Sir James Turner — Hi|^h Commission Goiirt-^Its atro- 
cities — Ttiyy Council — Its exactions — Prohibits private prayer- 
meetings or contributing money for the relief of the sufierers — 
William Guthrie of Fenwidk laid aside — Donaldson of Dalgetty's 
case— Death of Glencaira-^Political chan^^es. 

While these struggles were goings forward at court, 
the affairs of Scotiand were in a state of the most 
woful ccmfHsion. Almost the whole parishes in the 
west and south had been deprived of their ministers; 
and as their own diurches remained vacant, the 
people in crowds flocked to those where the few old 
Presbyterian ministers were*yet allowed to officiate. 
These assemblies having been denounced by the 
council's proclamation, attracted the attention of the 
soldiers; and numerous parties patrolled the country 
to disturb the meetings and levy the fines to which 
offenders were liable^ 

When the vacant charges came to be filled, (16^,) 
new sources of disturbance arose. No prep^^ration 
had been made for such an exigence as had now 
arisen.* The regular cajididate^ for the ministry 
were too few; and of these but a smaE proportion 
were wDling to pursue their studies mider the direc- 
tion of the bishops, or accept of Episcopal ordination. 
The north was therefore ransacked, and a great num- 

119 
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ber of ignorant, uneducated young meuj not more 
deficient in talents and acquirements than m decent 
conmion moral conduct,* were hastily brought for- 
ward to supply the places of the ejected ministers, 
who in gener9,l were both pious, learned, and of 
respectable abilities; many of them eminently so, and 
all laborious in the discharge of their duties, exem- 
plary in their lives, and dear to their people. These 
presentees, who were contemptuously styled by the 
people " bishops' curates," when intruded upon them 
without any regard to their wishes orchoice, were 
received in many places with the most determined 
opposition; in some, they were compelled to retire; 
and, in others, obliged to enter by the windows^ the 
doors being built up; and thus hterally to display 
the scriptural characteristic of spiritual thieves and 
robbers. The Presbyterian ministers had uniformly 
classed prelacy and popery together; and, at the set- 
tlement of the new clergy, the prelates justified the 
charge by employing the military to enforce their 
ecclesiastical appointments, and ordaining their par- 
sons at the point of the sword. The patrons,, in 
most cases, had allowed their rights to devolve upon 
the bishops; and thus the whole undivided obloquy 
rested on their consecrated heads, wliich was not 
lessened when some of the careless or profane heri- 
tors, to ingratiate themselves- with the rulers, feasted 
the clergy at their settlements, and, aping the loyalty 
6f their superiors, conducted their entertainments 
with an equally jovial disregard of decency and tem- 
perance. 

But there was also an opposition of a more solemn 
and impressive nature offered by the serious part of 
the people in different parishes, who received the 

* Bishop Burnet, himself an Episcopaliah, thus characterizes 
them: — ** They were the worst preachers I ever heard. They were 
Ignorant to a reproach^ and many of them were openly vicioos. 
They were a disgrace to their order and the sacred function, and 
were indeed the dre^ and refuse of. the northern parts. Those 
of them who were above contempt or scandal, were men of such 
violent tempers, that they were as much hated as the others were 
despised;**" 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JLNNALS OF THE PEmSECUTIOlT. 121 

intruders when ftiey came among them with tears, 
and entreated them eamesdy to be gone, nor ruin 
the poor congregations and their own s6vis. Neither 
of these methods, however, had any effect; the 
thoughtless wretches entered upon that awful chai^ 
— the care of souls — as if they had been taking forci- 
ble possession of an heritable estate to which they 
had a legal right* 

As the south had been favoured with remarkably 
faithful pastors; the strongest resistance appeared 
there. Irongray was the first settlement where open 
"iumultuating" took place. The curate not being able 
to obtain peaceable admission, returned with a party 
of soldiers to force an entrance, when a band of 
women, led on by a Margaret Smith, attacked the 
guard with stones, and triumphantly beat them off 
the field. Margaret, the fair heroine, was brought 
to Edinburgh, and sentenced to slavery in Barba- 
does ; but she " told her tale so innocently,'* that the 
managers, not yet steeled to compassion, permitted 
her to return home. The parish was not, however, 
allowed to escape with impunity. Upon hearing of 
ttiis disturbance, and a similar one at Kirkcudbright, 
the privy couiwil, as if the country had been in an 
actual state of rebellion,* appointed the Earis of 
Linlithgow, Gralloway, and Annandale, with Lord 
Drumlanrig and Sir John Wauchope of Niddry, to 
proceed on a commission of inquiry to that district, 
attended by a hundred horse and two hundred foot 
of the king's guard, with power to suppress all meet- 
ings or insurrections of the people, if any should 
teippen. 

At Kirkcudbright, tlie commission held several 
diets, and examined a number of witnesses. Of 
about thirty-two women whom they apprehended, 

• The following^ appears to have been the clerical mode of infeft- 
ment : — At the tulmission of Mr. John Ramsay to the parish of 
Sconie, in Fife, *♦ Mr. Jossia MeWnim, minister of Kingorne, after 
sermon ended, he tooke his promise to be faithftill in his chargre of 
that flock : and ther was delivered to him the bibell, the keys of the 
church doore, and the bell-ton."— Ziamofi<*s Diary, p. IW. 
VOL. I. 11 
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five were sent to Edinbiirgji ; and Bessie Laurie, 
with thkteen others, was bound over to keep the 
peace. Lord 'Kirkcudbright — ^who had declared if 
the minister came there he should come over his 
body, and that he would lose his fortune before he 
should be preacher there ; but at the same time ad- 
mitted, that, if the minister had come in by his pre- 
sentation, he could have raised as many men as. 
would have prevented a tumult — ^was transmitted 
imder a guard to Edinburgh. James Carson of 
Fenwick, the late provost, although not in power, 
and John Ewart, who had refused to accept the 
office, because they had declined interfering upon the 
occasion, were also sent prisoners to the capital, where 
they were kept in confinement several months;* be- 
sides, in addition, being severely fined. The five 
women were sentenced to stand at the cross of Kirk- 
cudbright two hours on two market days, with labels 
on their foreheads denoting their crimes, and there- 
after to find bail to keep the peace. New magis- 
trates were appointed for the burgh, who, on accept- 
ing the nomination, signed a bond in their own name 
and that of the haiU inhabitants of the place, binding 
and obliging them, and ilk one of them, during their 
public trust, and all the inhabitants, to behave them- 
selves loyally, and in all things conform to his ma- 
jesty's laws, made and to be made, both in civil and 
ecclesiastical affairs ! and besides, to protect the Lord 
Bishop of Galloway, the minister of the burgh, and 
any other ministers that were or should be establish- 
ed -by authority. 

* The following singular order was issued by the council on this 
occasion ; and it deserves to be noted, that it was issued the very 
first meeting after the archbishops had taken their seats as mem. 
bers : — ** June 23d. The lords of council being informed that min. 
isters and other persons visit the prisoners f*r the riot at Kirkcud- 
bright, now in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, and not only exhort but 
pray for the said persons to persist in their wicked practices, affirm- 
ing that they are suffering for righteousness* sake, aixdmssure them 
that God will give them an outsfate — recommend it to the keeper to 
notice who visits them, and what their discourse and carriage it 
when with them,** — WodroWt vol. i* P* 1^8. 
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At Dumfries, the commission also examined wit- 
nesses, but the mighty insurrection dwindled into a 
"great convocation and tumult of women;" yet the 
whole party, horse and foot, were quartered upon 
the parish, and a bonus levied for remunerating the 
clerks. The whole heritors were likewise compelled 
to sign a bond of passive obedience to laws Imown 
and unknown, in terms similar to that of the magis- 
trates of Kirkcudbright.* 

Instead of reconciling the people, or terrifying 
them back to the churches, these severities exaspera- 
ted them; nor was it to be. expected that they would 
willingly attend the ministrations of men, whose 
preaching they despised, and who werie thus ushered 
in. Outrsigeous expressions of dislike were not, 
however, approved of by the godly and judicious 
Presbyterians ; they mourned in private over the de- 
solation of the church, and sought, by attending the 
family exercises of the younger ministers who were 
" outted,"t but sojourned among them, to receive that 
instruction, and enjoy that social worship, of which 
they were so tyrannically: deprived ! Sometimes the 
numbers who assembled to enjoy this privilege were 
so great, that a house could not contain them, and 
the minister was constrained to officiate without 
doors; till at length they increased so much that 
they were under the necessity of betaking themselves 
to the open fields; and, like him whose servants 
they were, beneath the wide canopy of heaven, 
preached the gospel of the kingdom to multitudes 
upon the mountain's side. Mr. John Welsh and 
Mr. Gabriel Semple began the practice of field- 
preaching, which quicUy increased, and, to the great 
alarm of the bishops, had pervaded almost every 

* The council ordered to be advanced for this expedition, the 
snm of five hundred pounds to the soldiers as part of their pay, one 
hundred and twenty pounds to the Earl of Linlithgow, and filly 
pounds to the Laird of Niddry for their expenses ; so that probably 
these petty squabbles would cost the two parishes not much under 
one thousand pounds sterling, equivalent to nearly five in later 
times. 

t '< Oatted,*' turned out of their diurches. 
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quarter of the country, when the political arrange- 
ments being completed, Rothes arrived as commis- 
sioner to open the parliament 

Lauderdale accompanied the Earl to Scotland, 
professedly to inquire into the origin of that conspi- 
racy against his majesty's royal prerogatire — ^the 
balloting act ; — ^in reaUty to secure his own ascen- 
dancy in Scotland, and, by pudiing to the utmost 
the advantage he had gained over the Middleton 
faction, to prevent any attempt being made against 
him from that quarter for the future. The Chancel- 
lor made some feeble show of opposition, but the 
imiversal spirit of submission to the will of the crown 
which pervaded the higher classes, and their selfish 
eagerness to obtain a share in the spoils of their im- 
happy country, not only blighted every appearance 
of patriotian, but precluded every plan of associa- 
tion among tte aristocracy themselves for maintain- 
ing their own rank and station independent of the 
minions of the court The Presbyterians who re- 
joiced in Middleton's fall, soon found that they had 
gained very little by the change. At the first diet 
of council, (June 15, 1663,) the two archbishops 
were admitted, with Mr. Charles Maitland, Lord 
Hatton, Lauderdale's brother; but Crawford having 
refused the declaration, was deprived of the treasurer- 
ship, and Rothes, the conunissioner, that same day 
was appointed to succeed him in the office. 

On the 15th, parliament met, and, bf an alteration 
in the method of appointiiig the Lcwrds of the Articles 
— allowing the spiritual lords first to name eight 
temporal lords, then the temporal lords to choose 
eight spiritual ; and these sixteen, or such of them 
as were present, to elect the representatives of the 
barons and burghs — ^they virtually gave up the privi- 
lege of nominating this important committee, to the 
servants of the crown, and surrendered the last check 
they had upon the prerogative. The tyranny of the 
coimcil was next legalized, and a practice introduced 
which continued till the Revolution : — ^the most op- 
pressive acts <^ the former sessions, together with the 
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acts of council, enlarging and explaining their vin- 
dictive clauses, were approved of by a retrospective 
declaratory enactment; and every mode of persecu- 
tion which had been adopted upon trial since last 
session, was incorporated into the statute law of the 
kingdom. Thus an act against separation and diso- 
becUence of ecclesiastical authority — ^introduced early 
in the session — besides recapitulating all the penalties 
to which the non-conforming ministers had beeii' pre- 
viously subjected, ordained those who still dared to 
preach in contempt of law, or did not attend the dio- 
cesan meetings, to be punished as seditious persons, 
and despisers of the royal authority. Absence from 
church on Sunday — a finable ofience — ^was now de- 
nounced as sedition; and whoever wilfully should 
withdraw from the ministrations of the parish priest, 
however incapable he might be, were, if noblemen, 
gentlemen, or heritors, to lose the fourth part of their 
yearly income — ^if yeomen, tenants, or farmers, such 
proportion of their movables, after payment of their 
rents, as the council should think fit, not exceeding 
a fourth part — ^but if a burgess, his fireedom, along 
with the fourth of his movables, and, in addition, 
the coimcil was authorized to inflict such corporeal 
punishment as they should see proper. The declara- 
tion was ordered by another act to be taken by all 
who exercised any public trust; and persons chosen 
to be counsellors or magistrates of burghs, if they 
declined to subscribe, were declared for ever incapable 
of holding any office, or exercising any occupation, 
trade, or merchandise. To complete the organization 
of the hierarchy, an act was passed for the establish- 
ment and constitution of a National Synod, bearing 
the same resemblance to the estates of Scotland that 
the Houses of Convocation did to the English parlia- 
ment: both emanated from his majesty's supremacy, 
and consisted of the bishops and their satellites, only 
the Scottish assembly was to meet in one place, and 
was even more servUely abject than their elder Epis- 
copaUan sister, and coidd not be constituted without 
the presence of the king or his commissioner. The 
11* 
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balloting act was, after long investigation, rescinded 
with every mark of detestation, the parliament de- 
claring they had never consented to any such thing! 
and, that it might not appear in judgment against 
them, was ordered to be erased from their minutes. 
Sensible that the measures now pursued in Scotland 
must necessarily lead to insurrection, and that a mili- 
tary force would be requisite to carry them into 
eflfect, Lauderdale procured from this servile crew 
the offer of an army of twenty thousand foot and 
two thousand horse, to be raised for his majesty's 
service when required, under the ridiculous pretence 
of preserving Christendom against the Turks ! ! This 
number never was demanded; and it was alleged 
that the secretary had carried the measure to ingra- 
tiate himself with the king, and to show him what 
assistance he might derive from Scotland in any 
attempt to destroy the Uberties of England. From 
the beginning, the Scots had been harassed by the 
king's guard, but from this date the troopers were 
more unsparingly employed to enforce clerical obe- 
dience, while the act hung in terrorem over the 
heads of the dissatisfied Presbyterians, and after- 
wards became the foundation of the mihtia. 

Middleton's first session set in blood; Rothes' closed 
under as deep a stain. Sir Archibald Johnston, Lord 
Warriston, had been forfeited and condenmed by par- 
liament when Argyle and Guthrie were arraigned, 
but escaping to the Continent, had remained conceal- 
ed in Holland and Germany, chiefly at Hamburgh, 
till most unadvisedly, in the latter end of 1662, he 
ventured to France. Notice of this having been car- 
ried to London, the king, who bore him a personal 
hatred for his free admonitions when in Scotland,* 

* " The real cause of his (Warriston's) death, was not his activity 
in public business, but our king's personal hatred, because when the 
king was in Scotland he thought it his duty to admonish him be- 
cause of his yery wicked, debauched life, not only in whoredom and 
adultery, but he violently forced a young gentle->woman of quality. 
This the king could never forgive, and told the Earle of Bristol wo 
much when he was speaking for Warriston." — KirHon'B Hist, of th4 
Church of Scot, p. 173. 
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sent over secretly a confidential spy, known by the 
name of " Crooked Murray/^ to trace him out and 
bring him to Britain. By watching Lady Warriston, 
Murray soon discovered her lord^s retreat at Rouen 
in Normandy, and had him seized while engaged in 
the act of secret prayer. He then applied to the ma- 
gistrates, and, showing them the king's commission, 
desired that they would allow him to carry his vic- 
tim a prisoner to England. Tlie magistrates, uncer- 
tain how to act, commitled Warriston to close cus- 
tody, and sent to the French king for instructions. 
When the question was debated in council, the great- 
er part were for respecting the rights of hospitality, 
and not giving up \ns lordship till some better reasons 
were ^own than had yet been given; but Louis, 
who was extremely desirous to oblige Charles, and 
sympathized cordially in his antipathies against the 
Protestant religion and liberty, ordered him to be 
dehvered to the messenger, who carried him to Lon- 
don and lodged him in the Tower in the month of 
January, 1663. While the parliament was sitting in 
June, he was sent to Scotland with a letter from the 
king, ordering him " to be proceeded against accord- 
ing to law and justice,^' and landed at Leith on the 
8th, wriCnce, next day, he was brought bareheaded 
to the tolbooth of Echnburgh. Neither bis wife, 
children, nor any other friend, were permitted to see 
him, except in presence of the keeper or guard, and 
that only for an hour, or at furthest two at a time, 
betwixt eight o'clock in the morning and eight at 
night. Here he was detained till July 8th, when, no 
more trial being deemed necessary, he was brought 
before parlian^nt to receive judgment. His appear- 
ance on this occasion was humiliating to the pride of 
human genius, debilitated through excessive blood- 
letting and the deleterious drugs that had been ad- 
ministered to him by his physicians,* the faculties of 

* ** Through excessive blood-letting and other detestable means 
used by his wicked physician, Doctor Bates, who they say was hired 
either to poison or distract him, and partly through melancholy, h^ 
had in a manner wholly lost his memory." Kirhton's Hist. p. 170. 
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his soul partook of the imbecility of his body, and, 
on the spot where his eloquence had in former days 
commanded breathless attention, he could scarcely 
now utter one coherent sentence. The prelates base- 
ly derided his mental aberrations, but many of the 
other members compassionated the intellectual ruin 
of one who had shone among the foremost in the 
brightest days of Scotland's parliamentary annals. 
When the question was put, whether the time of his 
execution should be then fixed or delayed, a majo- 
rity seemed inclined to spare his life, which Lauder- 
dale observing, rose, and, contrary to all usage or 
propriety, in a furious speech, insisted upon the sen- 
tence being carried into inmiediate effect ; the sub- 
missive legislators acquiesced, and "he was doomed 
to be hanged at the cross of Edinburgh on the 22d 
of the same month, and his head fixed upon the 
Nether Bow Port, beside Mr. Guthrie's. 

Mr. James Kirkton, author of the " History of the 
Church of Scotland," who visited him, says — "I 
spake with him in prison, and though he was some- 
times under great heaviness, yet he told me he could 
never doubt his own salvation, he had so often seen 
God's face in the house of prayer." As he approach- 
ed his end, he grew more composed; and, ha the 
night previous to his execution, having been favour- 
ed with a few hours' profoimd and refreshing sleep, 
he awoke in the full possession of his vigorous pow- 
ers, his memory returned, and he experienced in an 
extraordinary degree the strong consolations of the 
gospel, expressing his assurance of being clothed 
with a white robe, and having a new song of praise 
put into his lips, even salvation to our God, which 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb ! 

Before noon, he dined with great cheerfulness, 

Mr. C. K. Sharpe, the editor, thinks his mental imbecility was occa. 
sioned in some measure by fear, and quotes a passage from one of 
Lord Middleton*8 letters to Primrose. ** He pretends to have lost 
his memory," &c. " He is the most timorous person ever I did see 
in my life," &.c. Note. But it was not to be expected that Middle- 
men would allude in the most distant manner to any thing that could 
be supposed to countenance in the least the then general belief; 
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hoping to sup in heaven, and drink of the blood of 
the vine fresh and new in his Father's kingdom. 
After spending some time in secret prayer, he left 
the prison about two o'clock, attended by his friends 
in mourning, full of holy confidence and courage, 
but perfectly composed and serene. As he proceed- 
ed to the cross, where a high gibbet was erected, he 
repeatedly requested the prayers of the people ; and 
there being some disturbance on the street when he 
ascended the scaffold, he said with great coia^sure— 
" I entreat you, quiet yourselves a little, till this dy- 
ing man deliver his last words among you," and 
requested them not to be offended that he used a 
paper to refresh his memory, being so much wasted 
by long sickness and the malice of physicians. He 
then read audibly, first from the one side and then 
from the other, a short speech that he had hurriedly 
written — ^what he had composed at length and in- 
tended for his testimony having been taken from 
him. It commenced with a general confession of 
his sins and shortcomings in prosecuting the best 
pieces of work and service to the Lord and to his 
generation, and that through temptation he had been 
carried to so great a length, in compliance with the 
late usurpers, after having so seriously and frequent- 
ly made professions of aversion to theur way; "for 
all which," he added, " as I seek God's mercy in 
Christ Jesus, so I desire that the Lord's people may, 
from my example, be tfie more stirred up to watch 
and pray that they enter not into temptation." 

He then bare record to the glory of God's free 
grace and of his reconciled mercy tlirough Christ 
Jesus — ^left "an honest testimony to the whole cove- 
nanted work of reformation" — and expressed his 
lively expectation of God's, gracious and wonderful 
renewing and reviving all his former great interests 
in these nations, particularly Scotland — ^yea, dear 
Scotland! He recommended his poor afflicted wife 
and children to the choicest blessings of God and the 
prayers and favours of his servants — ^prayed for re- 
pentance and forgiveness to his enemies— for the 
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king, and blessings upon him and his posterity, that 
they might be surrounded with good and faitWul 
counsellors, and follow holy and wise counsels to the 
glory of God and the welfare of the people. He 
concluded by committing himself, soul and body, his 
relations, friends, the sympathizing and suffering 
witnesses of the Lord, to his choice mercies and ser- 
vice in earth and heaven, in time and through eter- 
nity: — ^*^A11 which suits, with all others which he 
hath at any time by his Spirit moved and assisted 
me to make, and put up according to his will, I leave 
before the throne, and upon the Father's merciful 
bowels, the Son's mediating merits, and the Hdy 
Spirit's compassionating groans, for now and for 
ever !" 

After he had finished reading, he prayed with the 
greatest fervour and humility, thus beginning his 
supplication — ^^^ Abba I Abba! Father, Father, ac- 
cept this thy poor sinful servant, coming unto thee 
through the merits of Jesus Christ." Then he took 
leave of his friends, and again, at the foot of the lad- 
der, prayed in a perfect rapture, being now near the 
end of that sweet work he had been so much em- 
ployed about, and felt so much sweetness in through 
life. No ministers were allowed to be with him, 
but his Grod abundantly supplied his every, want. 
On account of his weakness, he required help to 
ascend the ladder. Having reached the top, he cried 
with a loud voice — ^'^I beseech you all who are the 
people of God not to scorn at suffering for the inter- 
est of Cluist, or stumble at any thing of this kind 
falling out in these dayis. Be encouraged* to suffer 
for him, for I assure you, in the name of the Lord, 
he will bear your charges !" This he repeated again 
while the rope wets putting about his neck, forcibly 
adding — ^^ The Lord hath graciously comforted me.'^ 
Then asking the executioner if he was ready to do 
his office, and being answered that he was, he gave 
the signal, and was turned off, crying — ^^ Pray ! pray ! 
praise ! praise !" His death was almost without a 
struggle. 
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Sir Archibald Johnston, Lord Warriston, was an 
early, zealous, and dij^ingiiished Covenanter, and 
bore a conspicuous part in all the remarkable trans- 
actions of the times, from 1638 till the Restoration. 
The only blemish which his enemies could affix to 
his character was, what he himself lamented, his 
accepting office under the usurpers, after having pre- 
viously so violently opposed this in others, when yet 
every prospect of restoring the Stuart family seemed 
hopeless, and when numbers of his countrymen and 
of his judges themselves had submitted to a tolerant 
commonwealth, that did not burden the conscience 
with imnecessary oaths, or require any compliances 
which might not, in the circumstances of the case, 
have been considered venial, if not justifiable. His 
talents for business wete of the first order. His elo- 
quence was ready, and his judgment clear. He was 
prompt and intrepid in action, and adhered steadily 
to his Presbyterian principles, notwithstanding his 
officiating under a liberal government of a diflerent 
persuasion — conduct we now allow to be not incom- 
patible with integrity. His piety was ardent, and, 
amid a life of incessant activity, he managed to spare 
a larger portion of time for private devotion than 
many of more sequestered habits. He habitually 
lived near to Grod; and died in the full assurance of 
hope. 

Parliament having sat upwards of three months, 
rose on the 9th of October. Even during its sitting, 
the council never intermitted their oppressive acts ; 
and, so far was this branch of the legislature fi'om 
interfering to check their immoderate abuse of power, 
that they had shown themselves upon every occasion 
the willing instruments of their oppression, ready 
when called upon to legitimate without a murmur 
their foulfest usurpations. On the other hand, the 
executive acted as the humble tools of the prelates, 
ready to support their most arrogant assumptions or 
gratify their cowardly and cruel revenge. St. An- 
drews, the primate's seat, first required to be tho- 
roughly cleansed; and all whd would not coimte- 
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nance the archbishop in his treachery, were 4y( neces- 
sity removed as unwelcome remembrancers of his 
former profession. Mr. James Wood, principal of 
the Old College, pious, learned, and assiduous in his 
duty, who had been an intimate friend and compan- 
ion of Sharpens, and one of the many excellent men 
who had been his dupes, was, on the 23d of July, 
summoned before the coimcil and required to show 
by what authority he came to be principal. Witiiout 
being suffered to offer any remarks, wten he acknow- 
ledged " that he was called by the Faculty of the 
CoUege at the recommendation of the usurpers,'' the 
place was declared vacant, and he was commanded 
to confine himself within ttie city of Edinburgh till 
fmther orders. 

Yet such was the estimation in which he was held, 
that his enemy, though by falsehood, endeavoured 
to shelter his apostasy under the shadow of his name. 
Not long after this, when Mr. Wood was on his 
deathbed, March 1664, and greatly weakened by 
disease, Sharpe called once or twice upon him ; and 
he having said, as a dying man in die immediate 
view of eternity, that he was taken up about greater 
business than forms of church government, and that 
he was far more concerned about his personal intereat 
in Christ than about any external ordinance, Sharpe 
took occasion to spread a report that he had said 
Presbyterian government was a matter of no conse- 
quence, and no man should trouble himself about it, 
which coming to the sufferer's ears, he emitted a de- 
claration before witnesses of his unshaken attachment 
to Presbytery as an ordinance of God, and so precious 
that a true Christian is obliged to lay down his life 
for the profession thereof, if 3ie Lord should see meet 
to put him to his trial. 

Along with Mr. Wood, a great number -of minis- 
ters from every quarter of the country, were removed 
from their clmrges, i^me confined to Edinburgh, 
others banished beyond the river Ness — all forbid to 
preach the gospel under the- threatening of severer 
penalties. Heavy were the complaints of the clergy ; 
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the ministers refused to attend their Synods, and the 
people persisted in neglecting their sermons. The. 
council, therefore, appointed " the Lords Archbishops 
of St. Andrews and Glasgow, the Marquis of Mon- 
trose, the Lord Secretary and Register, to wait on 
the Lord Commissioner, his Grace, to think on a 
general course what shadl be done^ as well anent 
those ministers that were admitted before 1649, and 
carry themselves disobediently to the laws of the 
kingdom, as those who were admitted since." While 
the committee were deliberating, tlie evil increased; 
aiwi, on the 30th of the same month, six of the west 
coimtry ministers were before the council to answer 
the heavy charge of " convocating great multitudes 
of his majesty's subjects for hearing their factious and 
seditious sermons, to the great scandal of religion and 
prejudice of the government of the church.'' To 
shorten their labours, however, and probably upon a 
report of the archbishops and their assistants, a most 
harassing and contradictory act was passed, com- 
manding all " outted" ministers, under pain of sedi- 
tion, i. c. being processed criminally, to remove them- 
selves and their families twenty miles from the bounds 
of their own parishes, six miles from every cathedral, 
and three miles from every royal burgh, thus depriv- 
ing them of any means of support they might have 
derived from their own industry or that of their 
families, in the only places of trade or traffic, and 
scattering them among strangers, far from the bounty 
or assistance of their friends. But as one " outted" 
minister only could reside in one parish, the act, be- 
sides, involved an alternative of death or apostasy ; 
for the whole of Scotland cQuld not have aecommo- 
dated the sufferers, and no relaxation could be obtain- 
ed but from the privy council or the bishop of the 
diocese. The older ministers, who still continued to 
preach, but withdrew from the Synods, were now to 
be treated as contemners of his majesty's authority. 

To enforce their acts, the privy council ordered the 
Elarl of Linlithgow to send as many troops to Kirk- 
cudbright as, with those already there, would make 

VOL. I. 12 
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up the number of eightscore footmen with their offl- 
cers in that district. Sir Robert Fleming was direct- 
ed to march two squads of his majesty's lifeguards 
to the west, and to station one in Paisley and the 
other in Kilmarnock. The object of these military 
missionaries was to episcopalize the refractory soutn 
and west, by collecting the fines and compelling sub- 
jection to the bishops and their curates. Sir James 
Turner, who had signalized himself by his zeal in 
fighting for the covenant, was singled out to super- 
intend the pious service in the south, which he per- 
formed so mtich to the satisfaction of his employers, 
that, on the 24th of November, a letter of thanks 
was recommended to be written him " for his care 
and pains taken in seeing the laws anent church 
government receive due obedience.'' The excesses 
which were committed under sanction of these orders 
and commendations, were never attempted to be 
justified, though the parties afterwards mutnally 
endeavoured to shift the blame from themselves. 
When it was deemed necessary t6 make the Gene- 
ral the scape-goat, it was asserted that he had ex- 
ceeded bis instructions; but he averred, and with 
greater probability of truth, that he had not even 
acted up to their tenor.* TTie exactions were enor- 
mous; and, as the fines for non-attendance were 
generally appropriated by the soldiers, they were 
summarily levied, and not unfrequently to far more 
than the legal amount. The process against non- 
conformists, in places where there were Episcopalian 
incumbents, was short. The curates were the accu- 
sers—the officers of the army, or sometimes even 
private sentinels, the judges — ^no proof wets required 
— and no excuse was received, except money. If a 
tenant or householder were unwilling or imable to 
pay, a party was quartered upon him, till ten times 
the value of the fine was taken, and -he was mined, 
or, as they termed it, " eaten up ;"t then, after every 

* ** Soinetiines not exoeedin||r « sixth part, seldonr a balfe.** — TW*- 
ner'8 Memoir*^ p. 114. 
t To nnderitond tJie meaning of this phrase, it is necessary to 
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thing else was gone, the household furniture a^ 
clothes of the poor defaulters were distrained and 
«old for a trifle. 

The soldiery employed in this execrable work, 
were the lowest and most abandoned characters, 
who readily copied the example of their officers — 
measucad their loyalty by their licentiousoiess, and 
considered that they served the king in proportion a^ 
they annoyed the Whigs. Religion was the object 
of their ridicule. In the pious hajoiilets where ttiey 
quartered, family worship was interrupted by mock- 
ery or violence; cmd "The Cotter's Saturday Night," 
not only treated with derision, but punidjed as a 
violation ef the laws of the land ! tJpon the Sab- 
bath, the day peculiarly devoted by the Covenanters 
to holy rest, and the quiet performance of their sa- 
cred duties--^or the Covenanters made conscience of 
the moral obhgation of the Sabbath — a scene of dis- 
may and distress hitiierto unknown was conunonly 
exhibited; and the day to whidi they had in other 
times looked forward as the glory of the week, wai 
now dreaded as the lAgnal of their renewed torments. 
Multitudes were bnitsdly driven to church, or drag- 
ged as felons to prison; and hesitation or rei|^n- 
strance provoked only additional insidt or Idows. 
Lists of the parishioners were no longer kept for 
assisting the minister in his labours of love, but were 
handed over to the tiroopers, with directions 'for them 
to visit the fanMlies,and to catechise them upon thek 
principles of loyalty and their practice of obedience 
to their parsons. After sermcm, the roll was called 
by the curate, when all absent without leave were 
deliverecl up as deserters to the mercy of thfe mili- 
tary. At dSurdies where the old Presbyterian min- 
isters were yet allowed to remain — ^for a few still 
continued to preach at their peril, or through the 
interest of some influential "person — ^the outrage and 

recollect the situation of tha rural tenantry in^ Scotland about thii 
lime. They lived almost entirely upon the produce of the lands 
they rented, and kept usually a snfall stock of oatmeal, eheese, and 
salted proTiisions,«as public markets were almost wholly unknown.* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



136 ANIMALS OF THE PERSEOITTIOK. 

confusion were indescribable. As they were gene- 
rally crowded, the forsaken bishops and their under* 
lings were enraged, and the soldiers were instigated 
to additional violence. 'Their custom was to allow 
a congregation peaceably to assemble, while they 
sat carousing in some alehouse nigh at hand, tiU 
public worship was nearly orer ; then they, sallied 
forth inflamed with liquor, and, taking possession 
of the church-doors or churchyard-gates, obliged the 
people, whonx they only suffered to pass out one at 
a time, to answer upon oath whether they belonged 
to the parish ; if they did not, although their own 
parish had no minister of any kind, they were in- 
stantly fined at the pleasure of the soldiers ; and if 
they had no money, or not so nuich as would satisfy 
them, their Bibles were seized, and they were strip- 
ped of their coats if men, or their plaids if women; 
so that a party returning from such an expedition, 
appeared like a parcel of villanous camp-followers, 
after an engagement, returning from a battle-field, 
laden with the spoils of the wounded and slain. 

To such an extent had these plunderings been car- 
ried, that even the privy council found it necessary 
to interfere. Towards the end of the year, they 
issued an* explanation of their former acts, aiwi re- 
stricted the exactions of the soldiery, " allenarly to 
the penalty -of twenty shillings Scots, from every 
person who staid from their parish churches on the 
Sabbath-days.* 

[1664.] Even this symptom, small as it was, of 
naoderation, was .not at all agreeable to the prelates. 
Lrike all upstarts, suddenly raised beyond their ex- 
pectations, their arrogance became insupport&ble, and 
co¥ild brook no opposition. Glencaim, in particular, 
who had been so instrmnental in their rise, began to 

. * Three, of the prelates died in course of the past year. Qishop 
Mitchell of Aberdeen, who was succeeded by Burnet; Sydeserf* who 
was succeeded in the bishopric of Orkney by Mr. Andrew Honey- 
man, formerly minister of St. Andrews; and Archbishop Fairfbul of 
Glasgow, who was succeeded in the arch-episcopate by Bishop Bur« 
net of Aberdeen; Dr. Scougall being appointed to that see. 
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feel the truth of what he had been repeatedly^ told — 
«< that the bishops would never rest content with be- 
ing second in the state, and that moderate Episcopa- 
cy was aU a jesf He had said -to Rothes that " it 
was the noblemen?!8 interest to repress the growing 
|)ower of bishops, otherwise they would be treated 
by them now as they had been before 1638/' This 
remark being carried to Shsupe, he treated the Chan- 
cellor with great hauteur ^ ixA publicly threatened 
to destroy his interest at court — an affiront that Glen- 
cairn could never forget/.and which- is said to have 
preyed upon his spirits to his dying day. 

Fearing a relaxation of ^< the wholesome severi- 
ties/' the primate hastened to London with heavy 
complaints against many of the noblemen, for their 
backwardness in executing the laws made in favour 
of the church; and, through the influence of the En- 
glish bishops and high churchmen, prevailed upon 
the king to re-establi^ in Scotland the most detested 
of all the arbitrary courts that had been abolished — 
the High Commission Court 

His majesty, by virtue of his royal prerogative hi 
all causes and over all persons, as well ecclesiastic as 
civil, granted the most exorbitant powers to that ai^- 
titype of the Inquisition. It consisted of thirty-five 
lay members,* and of all the prelates, except Leigh- 
ton, who had the honour to be excluded from the 
nomination; and any five constituted a quorum, pro- 

* The foUowinff were the lay members : — ^Tbe Chancellor, Trea- 
tarer, Duke of Hamilton, Marquis of Montrose, Earls of Argyle, 
Atholl, Eglinton, Linlithgow, H6me, G&llowii^, Annandale, Tweed* 
dale, LeTon, Moray; Lords I>nimlaiirig, Pitsb^, Fraser, Cochrane, 
Halkerton, Bellenden, the President of the Session, the Register, the 
Advocate, Justice-Clerk; Charles Maitland, the Laird of PhUorth, 
Sir Andrew Ramsay, Sir William Thomson; the Provosts of St. An- 
drewB, Aberdeen, Glasgow, A^r, and- Dumfries, Sir James TorAer, 
and the Dean of Guild of Edmburgh. From among these, the pri. 
mate, who managed the whole, could easily pick out a quonmi to 
suit his purposes; and thus he got rid of all the mdmbers of the privy 
council who had either the spirit or ihe policy to resist his unbound- 
ed presumption — a4>reBiuBption heightened by his being bow. order- 
ed to take preicedence of the Chancellor, the qobility, and all the 
officers of state. 
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vided always an archbishop or bishop was of the 
number. Under pretext of seeing all .the acts of 
parliament and council in favour of Episcopacy put 
in vigorous execution, they were authorized to sus- 
pend or depose, fine, and impriscln all ministers who 
dared to exercise any of their sacred functions with- 
out the Ucense of a bishop — ^who should preach in 
private houses or elsewhere — ^who should keep meet- 
mgs for fests or for the administration of the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper not approven by autho- 
rity: to summon, -call before them, and prniii^ all 
who should speak,preach, write, or print to the scan- 
dal, reproach, or detriment of the government of the 
church or kingdom as now establi^ed— ^and all who 
shduid express any dissatisfection at hi» onajesty's 
iiuthority. The commanders of the forces and mili- 
tia, the magistrates of every description, were requir- 
ed to apprehend and incarcerate delinquents upon 
their warrants, and the privy council to direct letters 
of homing for payment of the fines — one- half of 
which was appropriated to defiray the expenses of 
the court, and the other to be employed for such 
pious uses as his majesty should appoint. And by 
a final comprehensive clause, the High Commission, 
or their quorum, were authorized to do and execute 
whatever they should find necessary and convenient 
for his majesty's service — ^for preventing and sup- 
pressing of schism* and separation — for planting of 
vacant churches — --and for procuring of reverence, 
submission, and obedience to the ecclesiastical gov- 
ernment established by law. 

By this instrument the whole kingdom was laid at 
the feet of the prelates; for no quorum of the Com- 
mission could be complete without a bishop, while 
five bishops could .form a quorum ivithout a layman. 
The practice was agreeable to the constitution of the 
court, and such as may always be expected where 
churchmen are intrusted with civil authority. True 
ministers of Christ would- never in their ministerial 
capacity accq)t it, and worldlings who lave assimied 
that sacred office to serve purposes of ambition, have 
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esret been the greatest curse of Christendom. The 
records have been mislaid or lost, but the Cases that 
remain, amply justify^ the epithets bestowed upon 
this nefarious tribunal by all who have mentioned it. 
James Hamilton of Aikenhe^d, near Glasgow, was 
among the first brouglit before them, accused of not 
hearing Mr. David Hay,ctirate of the parish — Cath- 
cart-^in which his estate was situate. His defence 
W8US, the unclerical and ungentleman-like conduct of 
the clergyman. In collecting his stipend, which he 
did rigorously, Mr. Hay had borne particularly hard 
upon some of Mr. Hamilton's tenants^ and, in conse- 
quence, a quarrel had ensued, in which the curate 
had descended to very intemperate and abusive lan- 
guage, and in return had been not less roughly an- 
swered. Mr. Blair, the " outted^ minister, happen- 
ing accidentally to be upon the spot, interfered, and 
rescued Hay from the hands of his f utious parishion- 
ers. When the afiray was over, Mr. Blair spoke 
seriously to the curate, and represented how oppo- 
site it was to his own interest for him to turn infor- 
mer against his people. Hay, in return, thanked 
him for his kindness and advice, and gave him his 
solenm promise 4hat he would follow it; yet within 
a very short time, he went to Glasgow and " delated'* 
(i. e. denounced) them to the archbishop, who im- 
medialy despatched Sir James Turner, then in the 
west, with a party of soldiers, to seize the delinquents. 
When Mr. HamUton came to be informed of the cir- 
cumstances of the affair, he considered the low pre- 
varicating conduct df Hay as so base, that he would 
never" again enter the church door, and he kept his 
promise; for this he was fined a fourth part ef his 
yearly lent. When he had paid the fine, the court 
was so fully sensible of the misconduct of Hay, that 
the Archbishop of Glasgow came forward and pro- 
mised that he would be removed, but insisted that 
Mr. Hamilton should come under an obhgation to 
hear and acknowledge the minister he meant to place 
In his room; and-, upon refasing to do any such thidg 
till he knew who that person should be, he was 
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mulcted anoth^ fourth of* his income, and lenutt^d 
lo the archbishop to give him satis&ction as to his 
loyal and peaceable behaviour. The prelate, how- 
ever, not being satisfied, he was again summoned 
before the court, .upon some vexatious -charges of 
keeping up the church uteni&ls and jsession-books 
from the curate. Offering to swear he knew nothing 
at all About them, he was accused of not assisting 
the curate in th^ session when called upoE, and suf- 
fering some of his family to absent themselves from 
church! Whether he might have been able to ac- 
quit himself of these heinous crimes is uncertain, for 
Rothes cut the business short, by telling him he had 
seen him in some courts before, but never for any 
thing loyal, and therefore tendered him the oath of 
allegiance. He had no objections, he replied, to take 
the oath of allegiance, were it not mixed up with the 
oath of supremacy. Sharpe, interrupting him, said 
" that was the common cant, but it would not do.'' 
Then he requested to be allowed to explain, but was 
politely answered by the-president — ^^ he deserved to 
be hanged!" and, upon refusing to become bound 
for all his tenants' gopd behaviour, he was fined 
three hundred pounds sterling, and sent to confine- 
ment in Inverness, to remain during pleasure ! 

John Porterfield of Douchal, an excellent person, 
singled out for more than common oppression, was 
summoned also for not hearing. He alleged the un- 
founded calumnies the curate had spread against him 
as the reason why he could not wait upon his minis- 
try. The reason was allowed to be cogent, and, «t 
his own desire, he was permitted to prove it His 
first witness bore him out in all that he advanced, 
and his vindicaiion would have been complete ; but 
he was too much respected and esteemed in the neigh- 
bourhood, and his acquittal might have encoura^^ 
others. His proof was therefore stopped, and he was 
reqviired to take thfe oath of allegiance. As had been 
expected, he stuck at the supremacy, and offered an 
explanation. The natural consequence followed-^ 
the curate was sent home to enjoy his incumbency. 
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and Porterfield, for daring to offer a defence, was 
sentenced to pay a finB of five hundred pounds ster- 
ling, his estate sequestrated till it should be paid, and 
himself confined to the town of Elgin, where he con- 
tinued for four years. 

Mr. Alexander Smith; who "had been turned- out 
of his parish of Cowend, Dumfries-shire, by the Glas- 
goTV- act, had since then resided at Leith; but having 
been guilty of preaching or expounding the Scriptures 
privately in his own house, was called before the 
court to be examined. In answerii% some of the 
queries Sharpe had put to him, he omitted the 
primate's titles, and only* styled him. Sir, which 
Rothes observing, meanly truckling to the priest, 
asked him, " if he knew to whom he was speaking ?'' 
*^ Yes, myldrds,I do," answered the prisoner firmly; 
" I speak to Mr. James Sharpe, once a fellow-minis- 
ter with myself." For this high misdemeanour, the 
tvorthy man was immediately laid in .irons and cast 
into the filthiest comer of the prison — the thieves' 
hole. He was afterwards banished to one of the 
desolate Shetland Isles. 

At the settlement of Aucrum parish, where a James 
Scott, who had been presbyterially excommunicated, 
was appointed to fill the place of Mr. Livingston, a 
country woman by the name of Tumbull, with more 
zeal than -prudence, attempted, as he was going to 
be inducted to dissuade him from undertaking the 
pastoral charge of so unwilling- a people ; and when 
he would not stop to listen to her reasoning seized 
him by the cloak. Impatient at this detention, he 
turnfed in wrath upoh the female remonstrant, and 
beat her unmercifiilly ; which immanly conduct pro- 
voking soine ybuths present, they threw a few stones, 
but nonft of them touched Scott or any other person. 
This pitiful affair was instantly magnified into a sedi- 
tious tumult, and the ringleaders were apprehended 
by the. Sheriff and thrown into jail — a punishment 
certainly more than adequate to the offence, but it 
W21S no sufficient atonement for the indignity done to 
the clergy, and the business was brought before the 
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High Commission-; there' tfeese ministers of mercy 
sentenced. the woman to be whipped through Jed- 
burgh — -liertwo brothers, married men with fejnilies, 
they banished to Virginia — and four boys, who con- 
fessed that they had each thrown a stone, were first 
scourged through the city af Edinbinrgh, then burnt 
in the face with a hot iron, and, finally, sold as slaves, 
and: sent to the island of Barbadoes, which seyeie 
punishment they endured witii a patient constancy 
that excited much admiration. 

Bad as were the other courts in Scotland at this 
time, there was at least, a probability that even a 
Presbyte«an might by accident escape if accused, 
but before the High Commission no such thing was 
known. If proof was wanting, the declaration .ancl 
the oath of allegiance were always at hjmd; and as 
the eonscientious adherents of that p^ersuasion were 
well known when brought before them, their trial 
was as short as their fate was certain. The exorbi- 
tant assumptions of the prelates were for some time 
supported by Rothes^ but at length so disgusted the 
nobility, and brought such odium upon the court, 
that few of-them would countenance its proceedings. 
While the uniform and flagrant injustice of their 
sentences rendered men desperate, who, rather than 
answer their summons,- suffered themselves to be 
outlawed, or Withdre.w into voluntary exile in Ire- 
land; till, in little more than a year and a half^ the 
detested Crail court, as It was commmily called,* 
sank first into contempt and-then into disuse. 

Presbyterians in the nojrth of Ireland being at this 
time also subject to perseciitiim from the bishops, 
the ministers pursued in one country sought occa- 
sionally refuge in the other. John Cruickshanks 
and Michael Bruce who had fled to Scotland this 
year, and were preaching with much success to the 
conventicles in the .west, were in consequence de- 
nounced us rebels, (June 23,) and power given to 



CraiL 



* It wa0 so called, because Sharpe, who was the author of the 
eourt, and took precedence of all its members, had been ministiBr of 
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the officers and the commanders of the forces to seize 
them* 

While the High Commission was in its vigour, 
the privy council was thrown into tile background; 
y^l in its temporary shade itwas not unmarked by 
streaks of persecution, equaUy vivid with any of the 
lineaments of its co-t3rMinnoUs judicatories. ' The de- 
claration was forced by them upon all who held 
places of public trust; and their exertions were 
stimulated by a letter from the king, commanding 
that -"upon no terms was any explication or decla- 
ration to-be admitted upon the subscription of any ;*' 
yet some few of the royal 1>urghs refused, and seve- 
ral of the shires hesitated; but a peremptory procla- 
matioir produced a very general compliance — ^for the 
conscientious demitted their offices, arwi.the privy 
council supplied their places with successors who 
were less scrupulous. Nor xiid any of the burghs 
evince the smallest* inclination to assert their rights 
or privileges, or persist in any election that was dis- 
agreeable to the managers. 

His majesty likewise called'their attention early this 
year to the fines imposed by Middleton's act, which 
the Presbyterians were beginning to think had been 
forgotten, and for which leniency .Lauderdale had 
received much unmerited credit. After several com- 
munications and delays, it was finally intimated, in 
the month of November, by proclamation, that the 
iniquitous imposition would be exigible — ^the first 
moiety at Candlemas, and the other at Whitsunday 
1666. 

Prohibited from preaching, several of the ^^outted" 
niinisters Who resided in Edinburgh, with others of 
those who feared the Lord, and that thought upon 
his name, were in the habit of meeting together in 
those days of sad calamity for social 'prayer in pri- 
vate houses. This, also, was a nuisance that require 
ed to be removed; and information having been 
^ven by the prelates or their underlings, the council 
issued a warrant to the magistrates of the city, "to 
cause search to be made anent the keepings of any 
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such peetings, and that they acquaint the Lord 
Chancellor with what they discover, and the persons' 
nam^s, that order may be taken a)50Ut the same.'' 
This was followed by a mandate for all such minis- 
ters as had hitherto been allowed to remain by suf- 
ferance in Edinburgh, or any burgh, instantly to re- 
move to the distances required by their former act, 
under the severest penalties of law. But the most 
nefarious of their acts, and one opposed to every 
good or amiable .feeling of the human heart, was 
that of April 29, forbidding any contribution to be 
made, or money collected, for the relief of those who 
had been ejected from their livings, banished from 
their friends, and prohibited from settling in places 
where themselves or their families might have earn- 
ed an honest subsistence. The proclamation bears 
strong marks that its authors -were ashamed of so 
gross a violation of th6 dictates of commpn humani- 
ty. It is worded in such an ambiguous manner as 
to be capable of the most severe application, yet so 
as to be explained away when requisite. For Jesu- 
itical falsehood, and heartless tyranny, the produc- 
tion is matchless : — ^^ The lords of his majesty's privy 
council being informed that, without any public war- 
rant or authority, some disaffected persons- to the 
present establishment, presume and take upon them 
to require contributions from such persons as .they 
please, and do collect sums of money-, which are, or 
may be, employed for cairying on of their private 
designs, prejudicial to the peace of the kingdom and 
his majesty's authority; and considering that such 
courses and underhand dealing may strengthen sedi- 
tious persons in their practices and designs, to dis- 
turb the peace, if they be not timeously prevented: 
Therefore, in his majesty's name, they do prohibit 
and discharge, all persons whatsomever,. to seek or 
demand any contributipns or supply, or to receive 
any. sums of money. As likewise discharge all per- 
sons to grant or deliver any contributions to ajiy 
persons whosoever shall require the same, unless it 
be upon occasions as have been publicly allowed 
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and known, and heretofore practised; and that they 
have a special warrant and allowsMice of the lords 
of the privy council, or lords of the clergy within 
whose dioceses these collections are to be Hmde: 
with certification, that if they contravene, tiiey shall 
be proceeded against as persons disaffected to the 
present government, and movers of ^sedition."* 

Shortly before the Restoration, axA >vithin the few 
years that had elapsed since^ it had phased God to 
remove a great number of his most eminent servants, 
who had sustained the heat and burden of the day, 
during the troublous times of civil dissension, others 
had been honoured to suffer death, imprisonment, or 
exile for the word of God, and for. the testtmony^of 
Jesus Christ; an(d of those who remained, the pre- 
lates were extremely anxious to get rid. Among 
them, William Guthrie of Fenwick was too conspic- 
uous to escape. Jle had, through the interposition 
of the Earl of Eglinton and the.Chaneellcnr, been 
allowed to continue so long, -but the, crowds who 
were attracted to bis chur(^ firom the neighbouring 
and even distant parishes, and the Messing of Grod 
which in a remarkable manner followed his preach- 
ing, provoked the jealousy of the prelates, particu- 
larly Archbishop Burnet, who,. when requested by 
Glencaim to overlook him, displayed his inveteracy 
by replying — ^^^That shall not be done; it cannot be; 
be is a ringleader and keeper up of schism in my 
diocese;^' and Glencaim was not long dead before 
he was suspended by his Grace. Such, however, 

* Too much liberality in Christians towuds their brethren, or 
even pastors, snffsringr in the cause of Christ, is a fault of very rare 
occurrence. There they often withhold more than is meet, and find 
in their experience that it tendeth to penury; for the Lord has 
many ways of taking from his people the money they think they 
can employ better than by lending to him; and perhaps many of 
the excellent persons who in this reign suffered the spoilmg of their 
foods, might h&ve to regret that they had nofr>moreireely contribu- 
ted to supply the wants of their more needy .fellow-cbristians. But 
no man knoweth either love or hatred from outward dispensations; 
and it is impossible for others to say, whether ^s a rebuke or a trial, 
tiie penecutors were permitted to plunder the devvfed south and 
west. 

VOL. I. 13 
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was the respect in which Mr. Guthrie was held, that 
it was with difficulty he could find a curate to pro- 
nounce his sentence, and not fill he had procured him 
a guard of soldiers and bribed him with the sum ol 
five pounds. Btit Mr. Guthrie strictly forbade any 
opposition, and rather called them to fasting and 
prayer. Early on the Sabbath on which his church 
was declared vacant, he preached, as usual, two ser- 
mons from i]re latter part of that text, Hosea-xiii. 9, 
f^ Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is 
thine help" — only had the whole service over before 
nine o'clocfcw 

Shortly after, the curate with a party of soldiers 
arhved, and, leavihg the privates outside, entered the 
manse with the officers. Rudely accosting Mr. Guth- 
rie, he told him that the bishop and committee, after 
mudi lenity shown to him for a long time, were con- 
strained to pass the sentence of suspension against 
him for not keeping presbyteries and synods with 
his- -bpethren, and for bis impeaceableness in the 
church, of \^hich sentence he was appointed to make 
public intimation unto him, and for which he had 
a commission "imder the Archbishop of Glasgow's 
hand. Mr. Guthrie answered — ^' I judge it not con- 
venient to say much in answer to what you have 
spoken; only whereas you aHege there hath been 
much lenity shown toward pie — ^be it known unto 
you, that I take the Lord for a party in that, and 
thank him for it; yea, I look upon it as a door which 
God opened to me for preaching this gospel, which 
neither you nor any man else was able to shut, till 
it was given' you of God. And as to that sentence 
passed against me, I declare before these gentle- 
men — ^the officers of the party — ^that I lay no weight 
upon it, as it comes from you or those who sent you: 
though I do respect the civil authority who, by their 
law, laid the ground for this sentence;- and were it 
not for the reverence I owe to the civil magistrate, I 
would not surcease my preaching for all that sen- 
tence. Ajad as \o the crimes I am charged with, I 
did keep presbyteries and synods with my brethren; 
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but I do not j^idge those who now sit in these to be 
my brethren, but men who have made defection front 
the truth and cause of God: nor do I judge those to 
be free or lawful coilrts of Christ that are now sit- 
ting. 

" And as to my unpeaceableness, I know I am 
bidden follow peace with all men, but I knorw also I 
am bidden follow it with holiness ; and since I could 
not obtain peace without prejudice to holiness, I 
thought myself obliged to let it go. And as for your 
commission, to intimate this sentence, Sir, I here de- 
clare I think toy self called by the Lord to the work 
of the ministry, and did forsake my nearest relations 
in the world, and give up myself to the service of the 
gospel in this place, having received an unanimous 
call from the pari^, and been tried and ordained by 
the presbytery; and I bless the Lord he hath given me 
some success, and a seal of my ministry upon the 
souls and consciences of not a few that are gone to 
heaven, and of some that are yet on their way to it. 
And now. Sir, if you will take it upon you to interrupt 
my work among this people, as I shall wish the Lord 
may forgive you the guilt of it, so I cannot but leave 
all the bad consequences that follow upon it, betwixt 
God and your own conscience. And here I do 
further dedare before these gentlemen, that I am 
suspended from my ministry for adhering to the 
covenant and work of God, from which you and 
others have'apostatized.'' 

At this the curate interrupting him said, that the 
Lord had a work before that covenant had a being, 
and*that he judged them apostates who adhered to 
that covenant; and that he wished that not only the 
Lord would forgive him (Mr. Guthrie,) but if it wer6 
lawful to pray for the dead — at which expression the 
officers and soldiers burst into laughter — that the 
Lord would forgive the sin of this church thfese hun- 
dred years bygone. "It is true,'* answered Mr. 
Guthrie, " the Lord had a work before the covenant 
had a beginning, but it is as true that jt hath been 
more glorious since that covenant ; and it is a small 
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tMng for us to be jtrdged of you in adhering to that 
covenant, who have so deeply corrupted your ways, 
and seem te reflect on the whole woifc of reforma- 
tion from popery these himdred years bygone, by 
intimating that the church had need of* pardon for 
the same/' Then directing himself to the soldiers 
— ^^ As for you, gentlemen, I wish the Lord may 
pardon you for countenancing of this man in ^is 
business." "I wish we may nevet do a greater 
fault," answered one of them scoffing. *^ A little sin 
may damn a man's soul," Mr. Guthrie gravely re- 
plied. -He then called for a glass of afe^ and, after 
craving a blessing, draiik to the officers, who> having 
been civilly entertained, quietly left the house and 
went to the church, where the curate executed his 
office without disturbance, except from a few boys, 
whom the soldiers easily chased away?* 

Another instance was Andrew Donaldson of Dal- 
getty, described **as singular for a heavenly and 
spiritual temper," and one who had also been much 
blessed in his ministry. Through the interest of (he 
Earl of Dunfermline, Lord Privy Seal, he had been 
allowed to continue in his parish till this year, when 
the Earl being called to London, Archbishop l^iarpe 
lurged the Bishop of Dunkeld to depose Mm. He 
accordingly siunmoned Mr. Donaldson to attend his 
clerical duty under pain of suspension ; but for rea- 
sons similar to those of Mr. Guthrie, he declined 

* This aceauirt of Mr. Gathri^'s depoeition i* translated from a 
paper drawn up at the time by himself, and preserved by Wodrow; 
and it exemplifies a conduct in all respects becoming a Christian 
mlYiister. Mr. Blackader's is of a iNmilar description ; and^ had 
we equally authentic ,and particular relaticms of the proceedings in 
other cases, I have no doubt a majority would be found not lest 
worthy of our cordial approbation. Obedience to lawful authority, 
where it did not interfere with duty to God, was both inculcated and 
ezemi^ified by the Covenanters. Frequently the vlbl^it and out- 
rageous conduct of the soldiers caused tmnulls, and sometimes the 
natural and honest feelings of the people got the better of their pru- 
dence, but ail was charged upon the Covenanters ; and when pro- 
voked {KLst human endurance, if they esipressed only a just resent- 
ment, they were seditious despisers oi lawful authority f as if it had 
been impossible for lawfiil authority ever to become tyrannical^ aad 
so tyrannical, as to release men from their obligations to obey. 
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attending Uie pre8b3^teries or owning the bishop^s 
authority, and was in consequence (October 4th) 
formally deposed, "in the name, and by the au- 
thority of Jusus Christ, and with the consent of all 
his {i. e. the bishop's) brethren, not only from his 
charge at Dalgetty, but from all the parts of the min- 
isterial function within any diocese of the kirk of 
Scotland.^' By bis prudence, Mr. Donaldson pre- 
vented any disturbance — ^for his affectionate people 
were sufficiently disposed to have made resistance — 
and even prevailed upon the mihtary deputation, 
who came with the curate to displace him, to suffer 
him to preach and take farewell of his weeping con- 
gregation who had assembled. Dunfermline, upon 
being apprised of the whole before he left London, 
applied personally to, the king, and procured bis 
Warrant to present Mr. Donaldson to Dalgetty during 
life, which he brought to Scotland with him ; and, 
showing it to the primate, complained that he had 
taken advantage of his absence to deprive him of a 
minister for whom he had so high a value. Sharpe, 
dissembling his anger, apologized, and, with many 
professions of regard for the Earl, promised obedi- 
ence to his majesty's commands, only requesting, as 
a favour, that the Earl would do nothing in it for 
three weeks, till he got the young man now settled 
at Dalgetty provided for. ' To this his lordship con- 
sented, supposing, as a matter of course, that Mr. 
Donaldson would then be restored. But the arch- 
bishop in the interim, by his interest at court, got an 
order ilnder the royul sign manual, forbidding all 
"outted" ministers to return to their charges, sent 
down express, long before ^e thr^e weeks .expired. 
Dunfermline felt sufficiently fretted at the cheat, but 
there was no remedy. 

Field-preaching continuing on the increase in the 
west, in the south, and in Fife, several of the minis- 
ters, at the instigation of Archbishop Burnet, whose 
province they chiefly invaded, had been summoned 
before the council and endured vexatious and ex- 
pensive prosecutions ; others, who were more active 
13* 
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and conspicuous, who knew that iio defence they 
could offer would prove availing, chose rather to 
allow sentence to pass in absence than willingly to 
desist from proclaiming the gospel j and being de- 
termined in this to obey God rathet than man, they 
persisted at their peril, in spite of acts of parliament 
arid council, to exercise their ministry wherever they 
could find opportunity. Derived of their livings 
and driven from their homes, they could furnish Ut- 
tie spoil to the persecutor, but they were most affec- 
tionately received into the hcmses of their friends, 
who carefully provided for their safety; and their 
sermons, of which intelligence, was easily communi- 
cated, were attended by numerous and attentive 
congregations. That they should thus elude the 
grasp of their persecutors, and be followed by the 
most respectable of the country population, was irri- 
tating to the managers and galling to the prelates. 
But many of those who protected them were pos- 
sessed of property; and as they were now' made 
liable by law for hearing the gospel, the council be- 
gan to turn their attention to this lucrative branch 
of oppression. 

WiUiam Gordon of Earlston soon attracted their 
attention. Descended from an ancient family, dis- 
tingukhed in the annals of the Reformation, he, from 
his childhood, had attached himself to the people of 
Gbd, and in early life enjoyed the friendship of Ru- 
therford, but does not appear to have courted notice 
till persecution draggped him into view. When ihe 
commission was sent to Galloway to jnquire into the 
disturbances at Irongray, they wrote to him requir- 
ing him to take an active part in the settlement of a 
curate, presented by the Bishop of Galloway, to the 
church of Dairy. This he respectfully declined, be- 
cause he could not do it with a good conscience, as 
what did not tend to God's glory and the edification 
of his scattered people; and, also, because be, as 
patron of the parish, had legally, and with the con- 
sent of the people, appointed aheady a truly worthy 
and qualified person and an actual minister to that 
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charge. For this "seditious carriage*^ he was called 
before the council, but they do not appear to have 
found that his conduct amounted to a punishable 
crime, and therefore, on the 24th November 1663, 
he was summoned upon the more comprehensive 
accusation of keeping conventicles and private meet- 
ings in his house ; and, on the 1st of March thfe year, 
he was found guilty, upon his own confessior^ of 
having been one at three several conventicles; when 
Mr. Gabriel Semple^ a deposed minister, preached 
— one in Corsack wood,^and two in the wood of 
Airds; of hearing Mr. Robert Paton, likewise a de- 
posed minister, expound a text of Scripture, and per- 
form divers acts of worship ki his mother's house ; 
and of allowing Mr. Thomas Thomson, another of 
the same kind, to lecture in his own house to his 
femily on a Sabbath day — ^for these offences, and 
because he would not engage never to repeat them, 
he was banished forth of the kingdom, not to return 
Under- pain of death ! Besides all these various me- 
thods of harassing the Presbyterians, Sir James Tur- 
ner, during this year, continued his -missionary exer- 
tions with imiform persevering diligence, only in- 
creasing in severity, as an imlicensed, unresisted sol- 
diery ever do. . 

Several political changes took place in the course 
of the year that required to be noticed, although they 
had no influence in stopping or altering the tide of 
persecution, which, being directed by the prelates, 
particularly the two archbishops, continued to roll on 
with accumulating violence. The Earl of Glencaim 
died on the ^mniversary of the king's restoration. He 
was carried off rapidly by a fever, believed to have 
been produced or exasperated by the treatment he 
received from Sharpe, and which he could find no 
opportunity to resent. In his last moments, he earn- 
estly desired the assistance of some Presbyterian min- 
isters ; but before one could be procured, he was in- 
capable of deriving any benefit or comfort from their 
spiritual instructions or devotional exercises — a cir- 
cumstance neither uncommon among the noblemen 
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of that time |iot strange; for, when men who had 
been religiously educated, and had, for the sake of 
worldly ambition or licentious pleasure, apostatized 
from their early profession, came to encoimter the 
solemnities of a deathbed, if the conscience had not 
been altogether seared — a still more awful state— 
the. partial knowledge they had acquired would often 
awaken remorse for having forsaken the guides of 
their youth, and lead them, when perhaps too* late, 
to seek those consolations they had despised, amid 
the hurry of business or in high-day of pleasure and 
of health. Rothes, about the end of the year, was 
made keeper of the great seal, which Sharpe, accord- 
ing to Burnet, had solicited. Sir John Fletdier was 
removed from the* oflS^ce of lord-advocate, and Sir 
John Nisbet appointed in his room. In the month 
of August, Sharpe and Rothes went to court, whence 
they Yeturned in October — Rothes loaded with civil 
appointments, and in addition named commissioner 
for holding the national Synod — a council which the 
primate, who could bear no rival near the throne, con- 
tinued effectually to prevent being ever assembled. 
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JANUARY, A. D. 1665—1666. 

Partial moderation of the King — Sir James Tamer's campaign 
through Kirkcudbright and Galloway — Unpaid fines levied — Stu- 
dents* oaths — An meetings for religious purposes forbid — Quie- 
tude of Ae country — Proclamation of the Council — ApoJogetical 
relation — Sir James Turner's third campaign extended to Niths- 
dale— Visits Mr. Blackader at Troqueer — More troops raised^ 
Rigorous acts more rigorously enforced — Rising of the persecu- 
ted — ^They gather strengtii — Their operations — Defeated at Pent- 
land — Prelatic revenge — Testimony of the sufferers — Torture 
introduced — Nielsen of Corsack — ^Hugh McKail — Executions in 
Edinburgh and the west country — ^Willilim Suth^land — Execu- 
tions at Ayr. 

Prelacy, now fenced round with all the fonns of 
law, and supported by all the civil and military au- 
thorities, wanted only the concurrence of the people 
to have become the permanent, as it was the pre- 
dominant, religion t)f Scotland ; and so fickle is the 
multitude — so little does real principle take hold on 
the minds of the mob of mankind — that a little mod- 
eration in the. use of thek power, by the prelates, 
seemed only wanting to have induced the bulk of the 
congregations to return to their parish churches, and 
to have sat down quietly under the ministrations of 
the curates and the form of Episcopacy. A contem- 
porary Presbyterian writer says — ** Truly, at this 
time the curates' auditories were reasonably throng: 
the body of the people, in most places of Scotland, 
waited upon their preachings*, and if they would 
have been content with what they had, in the opin- 
ion of many, they might have stood longer than they 
did; but their pride vowed they would be more 
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glorious and better followed than the Presbyterians, 
and because respect would not do it, force should/'* 

Much and justly as the king and courtiers have 
been blamed for the perfidious manner in which 
Episcopacy was re-intro2luced into Scotland, and for 
the establishment of despotism upon the ruins of a 
free constitution, solemnly approved and sanctioned 
both by his present majesty and his "martyred" 
father; yet in this year, at least at the conmience* 
ment, softened perhaps by the state of the nations, 
they showed no disposition to proceed to extremities 
had they not been pushed on by the prelates. 

Charles, by his mean subservience to France, had 
plunged the country into a ruinous war with Hol- 
land — an awful pestilence had almost desolated the 
city of London — ^while an unusually severe winter 
had interrupted all rural labour, till March threaten- 
ed to add famine to the list of plagues. These judg- 
ments, calculated to solenmize the mind, and give 
weight to public instruction, were improved by the 
non-conforming ministers to rouse the attention of 
their hearers to their own sins, and the sins of the 
people among whom they dwelt ; and the general 
open apostasy from God which had accompanied 
the general defection from the national religion, was 
too palpable to avoid being noticed in the catalogue 
of crimes that had drawn down divine vengeance. 
These national visitations were, in some degree, sub- 
servient to the preservation of the Presbyterian cause, 
by impressing the guilt of apostasy -more deeply on 
the minds of the serious, and even recalling the atten- 
tion of the careless, while the public calamities and 
disgrace occupied the attention of the king and Eng- 
lish government, and perhaps softening their rancour 
for the time, rendering them less anxious about pur- 
suing their labours of religious persecution. 

Although, however, government did not actively 
interfere to urge on the prosecution of ministers or 
frequenters of conventicles, the curates and their as- 
sistants, the troopers, continued their exertions; and 

• Kirkton, p. 221. 
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Sir James Turner opened another campaign in the 
south and west, scouring the country and besieging 
the churches with a success and renown not unwor- 
thy his former fame. But his commission this year 
was extended; for, dreading the desperation to which 
the insulted peasantry might be driven, orders were 
issued for disarming the south and west, under pre- 
tence that the fanatics had an intention of joining 
the Dutch! As these districts had been always the 
most zealous m the cause of the covenants, so they 
were likewise the best supplied with arms,* and 
were, in an especial manner, the objects of the pre- 
lates' aversion and dread. When they had got them 
deprived of arms, therefore, the next step was to 
deprive them of leaders; and this was effected by an 
arbitrary order from the Commissioner, to arrest the 
principal gentlemen in the country who were known 
to be unfriendly to Episcopacy, and, without accu- 
sation or trial, to confine them prisoners in the Cas- 
tles of Edinburgh, Stirling, and Dumbarton. Among 
the gentlemen thus summarily proceeded with, were 
Major-General Robert Montgomerie, brother to the 
Earl of Eglinton; Sir William Cunningham of Cun- 
ningham-head; Sir George Maxwell of Nether Pol- 
lock; Sir Hugh Campbell of Cesnock; Sir William 
Muir of Rowallan; Major-General Holbome; Sir 
George Munro; Colonel Robert Halket; Sir James 
Stuart, late provost of Edinburgh; Sir John Chiesly 
of Carswell; and Dunlop of Dunlop, &c. Yet arbi- 
trary though these proceedings were, perhaps, upon 
the whole, they may be deemed providential, as, had 
any insurrection taken place while their leaders were 
at liberty and the people armed, the struggle might 
have been protracted — ^much bloodshed ensued — and 
the final result been far less propitious to the country 
and cause of religious Uberty. 

* The Scottish pe&santrj hod always been accustomed to keep 
arms, and when summoned to serve in the militia, each provided his 
own; so that, besides ihe indignity of being deprived of their wea- 
pons, the taking them away without compensation was an act of 
robbery. 
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A proclamation for levying the fines imposed by 
Middleton was immediately planned^ with such mo- 
difications as evidently showed that not any disloy- 
alty in the parties, but their sincere, tried attachment 
to the free constitution of their country in church 
and state, and their conscientious adherence to the 
religion in which they had been educated, were the 
delinquencies it was intended to punish. The term 
of payment for the first half w-as enlarged to such as 
had not already paid it, till the first of December ; 
and the second moiety was to be remitted to all 
who, upon paying the first, should take the oath of 
allegiance and subscribe the declaration in the ex- 
press words of the act of parliament— coilditions 
which no true Presbyterian could comply with, and 
which therefore drew a distinctive line between those 
who disregarded, and those who feared, an oath; 
exposing the latter to all the penalties of the various 
enactments with the expenses of collecting them — a 
new and no trifling addition to the principal, and 
which was also intrusted to the military to exact. 

Unnecessarily multiplying oaths is a deep species 
of criminality, of which the rulers of lands called 
Christian take Uttle account, although nothing tends 
more to demoralize a people. The prelatic rulers 
of Scotland seenled to delight in it, and this year 
introduced a most pernicious practice, afterwards 
improved upon, of forcing students to take the oaths 
of allegiance and supremacy before they could ob- 
tain an university degree; and thus initiated them 
into the habit of taking oaths, about the propriety 
of which some of the wisest and best men in the 
land were divided, and concerning which they could 
not be supposed to be very accurately informed. 

Towards the end of this year, the privy council 
resumed its cruel activity; and the primate being 
president, the High Commission was allowed quietly 
to demit, while its spirit was efiectually transfused 
into the other. December 7th, an act was issued 
extending the severities of all former acts against 
Presbyterian ministers, to those who had been set- 
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tied before 1649, who had relinquished their minis- 
try or had been deposed ; and all heritors were for- 
bid to give them any countenance in their preaching 
or any part of their ministerial office. But, as the 
general opinion of the more moderate among the 
politicians was, that the change in the form of reli- 
gion had been too sudden, that it ought to have been 
more gradual, to meet the prejudices of the older 
ministers, whose only crimes consisted in absenting 
themselves from the church courts — ^this act was 
accompanied by another, establishing a new kind 
of presbyteries, under the name of " meetings for 
exercise,'' which was intended to leave without ex- 
cuse the adherents of the abrogated system, as men 
who chose to differ from the present establishment 
from motives of sedition, and who refusing the sub- 
stance because it was enacted by the king, would 
fight for a shadow from mere humour. This species 
of mock-presbyteries was specially declared to ema- 
nate from the royal supremacy, and was to consist 
of such of the curates as the bishops should judge 
qualified, who were to convene for exercise and as- 
sist in discipline as they should dire^it them; but the 
whole power of ecclesiastical censure, except paro- 
chial rebukes, was reserved to the bishop, who alone 
could suspend, deprive, or excommunicate. A kind 
of caricature session was at the same time brought 
forward, which was afterwards turned into an in- 
strument of persecution — the established ministers 
were empowered to make choice of proper persons 
to assist them in the exercise of discipline, who, if 
they refused to obey his summons, were to be re- 
ported to the bishop ; and if they continued obsti- 
nate, given up to the secular arm to be prosecuted 
as the heinousness of the case might require. 

The usual strain of the curate's pulpit services 
consisted of a quarter or half-hour's harangue upon 
those moral duties their lives set at defiance, or in 
abusing or distorting doctrines they did not under- 
stand. Such of the people, therefore, as had the least 
relish for gospel truth, and who preferred the faithM 

VOL. L 14 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



158 ANNALS 09 THi: PimSECtmON. 

sermons and earnest manner of their late pastors, to 
the insipid discourses listlessly read by the present 
incwnbents, continued to follow after the private 
meetings and public ministrations of the former. The 
coimcil, in consequence, determined that all such 
seditious practices should be put down, and, in a viru- 
lent proclamation of the same date, strictly charged 
and commanded all public officers to disperse every 
meeting assembled under the pretence of the exercise 
of religion, of whatever number ttiey might consist, 
except such as were allowed by authority, stigmati- 
zing them as the ordinary seminaries of separation 
and rendezvouses of rebellion, and subjecting every 
person who should be present at or give tiie smallest 
countenance to them, to the highest pains inflicted 
by law upon seditious persons. 

Enormous as the oppression and injustice which 
desolated the south and west of Scotland had been, 
the people had remained quiet. They had seen their 
civil and religious liberties swept away, the ministers 
they loved scattered, and hirelings they detested set- 
tled in their stead. They had groaned beneath the 
yoke of tyrannous enactments, the faisolence of lordly 
prelacy, and the licentiousness of military exaction, 
and yet had abstained from any acts of rebellion. 
But their patient endurance only encouraged the per- 
petration of new mischief, and their unexampled 
loyalty was abused as tiie occasion of fresh aggres- 
sion. For, notwithsrtanding all that has been said 
about the disloyalty, faction, and refractory spirit of 
the Scottish covenanters, they were men of thorough 
monarchical principles, and possessed a more than 
ordinary reverence and attachment for their royal 
family, under circumstances that would have justi- 
fied resistance long before they had recotu^e to the 
last remedy. Affairs, however, had now reached that 
crisis in which their duty to their God and their duty 
to their king were placed in opposition, and as Chris^ 
tians no dioice was left. To have deserted the as- 
sembling of themselves together for religious worship 
and edification, because their rulers forbade it, would 
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have been to acknowledge a regal power over the 
conscience which neither Scripture nor nature allows; 
and as yet no disturbances had occurred at any of 
those meetings, which were peaceably conducted at 
a distance from places that could reasonably give 
offence — ^in the open air, on hills, and in woods, and 
sometimes under the covert of night, where the ordi- 
nances of the Lord were administered in the way of 
his appointment, and the word of his gospel preached 
in simplicity and truth. They therefore continued; 
and, in spite of the tyrannicad edicts of their rulers, 
like the Israelites of old, did not only meet but mul* 
tiply. John Welsh, minister of Irongray, from the 
£rst betook himself to the fields, and, with his co- 
presbyter Mr. Gabriel Semple, laboured constantly 
within the bounds of his presbytery, officiating alter- 
nately in Corsack-wood and -the surrounding coun- 
try, frequently acting as decoys to their persecutors, 
one of them being actively engaged in preaching, 
while the curates with their beagles were in full 
scent after the other in an opposite direction. For 
upwards of a year, Mr. Welsh is asserted to have 
^ preached at least once every week in the parish of 
Irongray." Afterwards he extended his labours to 
the sherifldom of Ayr; and on Galston moor and 
various other places, held large conventicles, where 
he baptized many children. Gabriel Semple was not 
less zealous. He held large ^ unlawftd assemblages'' 
at Achntannock, Labrochhill, besides many others, 
not only in the sheriffdom of Ayr, but in Nithsdale, 
and within the ste wartry of Kirkcudbright Mr. John 
Blackader ofttimes convened great numbers of the 
parish of Glencaim and the neighbouring parishes, 
sometimes to the number of a thousand. Mr. Alex- 
ander Peden — ^who had been expelled from New 
Glenluce, and was especially obnoxious for his exer- 
tions and popularity in the west — ^held meetings under 
cloud of night and in the winter season; these being 
now rendered imperative, as the increased diligence 
of the archbishop and his military satellites forbade 
more open assemblages* Encouraged by their ex- 
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ample, many others ventured to the high places of 
the field; and their united active endeavours promi- 
sed to supply, in the districts of Galloway, shire of 
Ayr,,and ste wartry of Kirkcudbright, in some degree, 
the want of a regular Presbyterian ministry. 

The council, now entirely under the direction of 
the primate, on the 25th of January, 1666, promul- 
gated another thundering proclamation, in which, 
reiterating their falsehoods, and re-asserting "that 
conventicles, and unwarrantable meetings, and con- 
ventions, under pretence and colour of religion and 
exercise thereof, being the ordinary seminaries of 
separation and rebellion, are altogether unlawftd,'' 
they denounced the eminent servants of God men- 
tioned before, who were said to convene, armed with 
swords and pistols, and some of them to ride in dis- 
guise up and down the country in gray clothes, to- 
gether with Mr. John Crookshanks, who avowedly 
kept by him " that book called Buchanan De Jure 
Regni, which he had translated out of Latin into 
English*," and John Osbum in Keir, who acted as 
officer for giving notice to the people of these imlaw- 
ful meetings; and in regard they were latent and 
kept themselves out of the way that they might not 
be apprehended, and had no certain dwelling-^lace. 
They were charged at the market-crosses of Kirk- 
cudbright, Dumfries, and Edinburgh, and at the shore 
and pier of Leith, " to compear personally before the 
council to answer to the premises," which was, in 
other words, to surrender theuLselves and be silenced, 
or sent to join their brethren in exile. 

A little before this the cause of the sufferers had 
been advocated in "An Apologetical Relation of the 
Particular Sufferings of the Faithful Ministers and 
Professors of the Church of Scotland, since August, 
1660," attributed to John Brown, late minister of 
Wamphrey, and one of the banished — a performance 
written in a style of elegance superior to many of 
the publications of that day, and with a force of ar- 
gument that defied reply, and which was peculiarly 
galling to the managers, as it convicted them of the 
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Baost flagrant apostasy. The facts were too recent 
to admit of denial, while the cause which the perse- 
cuted suffered for defending, continued the same as 
when it had been pronounced by their persecutors 
themselves the cause of their king, their country, and 
their God ! An exposiure more complete was never 
perhaps exhibited to the world ; and the sting was 
the more tormenting, because it was true. The coun- 
cil felt it, and answered it in a becoming manner by 
another proclamation, in the beginning of February, 
ordering it to be burned by the hands of the common 
hangman, "to vindicate," as they said, "the honour 
of this kingdom, and to witness and declare, that 
such principles and tenets as are contained in the 
said pamphlet, are detested and abhorred by them;" 
with certification, that whosoever should retain any 
copies in their possession, should be liable in the sum 
of two thousand pounds, Scots money, to be exaqted 
without any favour or defalcation; and whoever 
should contribute to disperse it, were declared liable 
to the punislmient due the venders of seditious libels ! 
And still more strongly to mark their sense of its 
merit, on the very day this proclamation wais issued, 
before the book had been declared seditious, or keep- 
ing it in possession a crime, the venerable relict of 
James Guthrie and her daughter were brought before 
the council, and because they refused to give any 
information respecting the author, they were sen- 
tenced to banishment to Zetland, and to be confined 
there during pleasmre. But the sentence which, it 
is likely, clerical vengeance had dictated, was, upon 
a petition from the gentlewomen, referred to the 
Commissioner, and by him remitted. 

Winter gave some short respite to the Presbyte- 
rians, who as yet were sufiered, without much inter- 
ruption, to attend their conventicles amid the inclem- 
encies of the weather; but, with the return of spring. 
Sir James Turner was dispatched to commence his 
third campaign. Formerijr, Kirkcudbright and Gal- 
loway had been the principal seat of his operations, 
now they stretched over Nithsdale ; nor was his cir- 
14* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



162 ANNALS OF THE PERSECUTION. 

ciiit more extended than were his severities increased. 
The exactions in his former expeditions had been 
chiefly confined to the common people, now they 
were imposed upon the gentlemen of the coimtry; 
and the curates, attended by files of soldiers, fined at 
their discretion all whom they considered inimical, 
and of such sums as they judged proper. The land- 
lord was compelled to pay if his wife, children, ser- 
vants, or tenantry, were not regular church-goers. 
The tenant was mulcted when his landlord with- 
drew from public worship — ^if the curate's services 
deserved the name — ^nor did it avail him, although 
both himself and family were as punctual as the par- 
son. The aged and the sick, the poor, the widow, 
and the fatherless — all were compelled to liquidate 
the church-fines ; and even the beggar was forced to 
lay down his pittance to satisfy the unhallowed de- 
mand. From mere wantonness, the ruffian soldiery 
would eject from their dwellings the non-compliants 
— driving husband from wife, and wife from husband 
— snatch the meat from their children to give it to 
their dogs — then quarter in their houses till they had 
wasted their substance, and finish by committing to 
the flames what they could not otherwise destroy. 
Thus many respectable families, reduced to utter in- 
digence, were scattered over the country, not only 
robbed of their property, but deprived of the means 
of procuring subsistence. Complaints were useless 
or worse — they were either disregarded, or answered 
by additional outrage. 

The following instances will give some faint idea 
of the nature of these visitations. John Nielson of 
Corsack was a proprietor to a considerable extent in 
the parish of Partan in GaHoway — a gentleman of 
undoubted loyalty, whose only crime was non-con- 
formity. When Sir James Turner came into that 
county last year, he was instantly delated by the 
curate for non-attendance — aggravated, however, by 
his having shown hospitality to Mr. Welsh — ^fined an 
hundred pounds Scots, and sent prisoner to Kirkcud- 
bright, besides having four, six, or ten troopers quar- 
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tered on him constantly, from the beginnmg of March 
to the end of May, to each of whom he paid half-a- 
ero wn per day, in addition to their board and what 
they might abuse. This year, for the same offence, 
he had six soldiers quartered upon him from March 
to the middle of June, when he was forced to leave 
his house and wander without any certain dwelling- 
place, while the villanous banditti demolished Ms 
household stuff, and rioted upon his provisions. 
When these were exhausted, they turned his lady 
and children out of doors, and forced his tenants to 
bring them sheep, lambs, oatmeal, and malt, till they 
also were nearly ruined, and then they drove the 
whole of the black cattle upon the estate to Glasgow 
and sold them ! 

Mr. Blackader being under hiding, the Bishop of 
Galloway ordered Turner to apprehend him. His 
second son, then a boy of ten years old, has left the 
following artless and affecting accotmt of Sir James* 
visit to the manse : — 

"About this time, winter 16B6, Turner and his 
party of soldiers from Galloway came to search for 
my father, who had gone to Edinburgh to seek about 
where he might live in safety. Tliese rascally ruffians 
besett our house round about two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, then gave the cry — ^ Damned Whigs open the 
door,' upon which we all got up, young and old, ex- 
cepting my sister, with the nurse and the child at her 
breast. When they came in, the fire was gone out : 
they roared out again, ^ Light a candle immediately, 
and on with a fire quickly, or els we'l roast nurse, 
and bairn, and all, in the fire, and mak a braw bleeze.' 
When the candle was lighted, they drew out their 
•swords, and went to the stools, and chairs, and clove 
them down to mak the fire withall ; and they made 
me hold the candle to them, trembling all along, and 
fearing every moment to be thrown quick into the 
fire. Then they went to search the house for my 
father, running their swords down through the beds 
and bedclothes ; and among the rest, they came where 
my sister was, then a child, and as yet fast asleep, 
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and with their swords, stabbed down through the bed 
where she was lying, crying, ^ Come out rebell dogs.* 
They made narrow search for him in all comers of 
the house, ransacking presses, chests, and flesh-stands. 
Then they went and ttirew down all his books from 
the press upon the floor,and caused poor me hold the 
candle all this while, till they had examined his books; 
and all they thought Whiggish, as they termed it — 
and brave judges they were ! — 4bey put into a great 
horse-creel and took away, among which were a 
number of written sermons and printed pamphlets. 
Then they ordered one of their fellow-ruflians to 
climb up into the hen-baulks where the cocks and 
hens were, and as they came to one, threw about its 
neck, and then down on the floor we't, and so on, till 
they had destroyed them all. Then they went to the 
meat-ambry and took out what was there ; then to 
the meal and beef barrels, and left little or nothing 
there. All this 1 was an eyewitness to, trembling 
and shivering all the while, having nothing but my 
short shirt on me. So soon as I was relieved of my 
office, I begins to think, if possible, of my making 
my escape, rather than to be burned quick as I 
thought and they threatened. I goes to the door, 
where there was a sentry on every side standing with 
their swords drawn — ^for watches were set round to 
prevent escape. I approached nearer and nearer by 
small degrees, making as if I were playing myselfc 
At last I gets out there, making still as if I were 
playing, tiU I came to the gate of the house ; then, 
with all the little speed I had — ^looking behind me 
now and then to see if they were pursuing after me — I 
run the length of half-a-mile in the dark night, naked 
to the shirt — I got to a neighbouring toune, called- 
the Brigend of Monnihyvie, when, thmking to creep 
into some house to save my life, I found all the doors 
shut and the people sleeping ; upon which I went to 
the cross of the toune, and got up to the uppermo^ 
step of it, and there I sat me down and fell fast asleep 
till the morning. Between five and six a door opens 
and an old woman comes out, and seeing a white 
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thing upon the cross comes near it ; and when she 
found it was a little boy, cries out, < Jesus save us, 
what art thou ? ^ With that I ^twaked and answered, 
I am Mr. Blackader's son.' * 0, my puir bairn, what 
brought thee here.' I answers, * there's a hantle of 
fearful men wi' red coats has burnt all our house, my 
brother, and sister, and all the family.' < 0, puir 
thing,' says she, *come in and lye down in my warm 
bed' — ^which I did, and it was the sweetest bed I 
ever met with." 

After this the whole family was dispersed. "We 
all behoved," continues the. narrator, "to scatter; 
one neighbour laird in the parish taking one child, 
and another another. I was sent to a |dace about a 
mile off, called the Peel-toune, who afterwsurds, like- 
wise, were quite ruined and all taken from them — 
the poor mither begging but one lamb for meat to 
the bairns, but could not get it. The meat they were 
not able to eat they destroyed, threw down the but- 
ter-ldms, and hashed down the cheese with their 
swords among the horses' feet." 

Besides all other exactions, the parliamentary fines 
which had himg so long suspended over the heads 
of the gentry, were ordered to be levied with the 
utmost rigour fix)m all who would not take the oath 
of supremacy and subscribe the declaration; but to 
those who would, the one-half was remitted, as had 
been proposed the preceding year. This fine, like 
the rest, was collected by troopers, whose charges 
were always as much and frequency more than the 
original debt. The only consolation the sufferers 
had, was, that their plunder did not go to enrich 
those who were- the authors of the robbery. Neither 
Middleton's party, who imposed, nor Lauderdale's, 
who uplifted, the mulct, were allowed to pocket a 
farthing of the proceeds, which were ultimately ap- 
plied to support that worst and most dangerous in- 
strument of tyranny — a standing body of household- 
troops. 

Sharpe, who assuredly was the cause of much of 
his country's calamity, and wha was often execrated 
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as almost the origin of the wbole, haiJ usuaUy got the 
credit of this arrangem^it It is well known that, 
although an imperious, he was by no means a fear- 
less character, and it is therefore not unlikely he may 
have been the authcar of ttese precautionary mea- 
sures which the coimtry viewed with so much detes- 
tation. At any rate, about the time that he was in 
London, the affair was matured, and two regiments 
of foot and six troops of horse were ordered to be 
raised, of which Thomas Dalziel of Binna — a rude 
soldier who had once owned the covenant, and after- 
wards improved his manners in the Russian ser- 
vice— -was appointed Lieutenant-Genexal, with Wil- 
liam Dnunmond, Lord Maddert3r^s brother, who had 
gone through the same course of ediKation,as Major- 
Greneral. The troops of horse were disposed of 
among the noliUty. This aimy was to be main- 
tained from the fines, of whose appUcation the Gene- 
ral was to give an account; but from the mann^ in 
which they were collected, and the character of the 
gatherers, the public was little benefitted by this 
revenue, and the maintenance of >the troops fell even- 
tually upon the conmion excheqi^r. 

Reinforced by these mercenaries, the coimcil more 
strictly enjoined, by a firesh proclamation, (October 
11^) subnussion to the acts of parliament against 
separation and resistance to ecclesiastical authority, 
requiring masters to oblige their servants, landlords 
their tenants, and magistrates the inhabitants of the 
several burghs, to attend diligently at the parish 
churches and partake r^^ularly of the ordinances; 
and no one was to be retained as a servant, kept as 
a tenant, or s^iffered to dwell as a citizen, after the 
parish priest intimated his disobedience. Mandates 
so wantonly oppressive, which, without any rational 
object, were calculated to create crime by leading 
either to a violation of the consciences of the lieges 
or the laws of the land, seem to carry on their fece 
an incitement to insurrection ; and when the manner 
in which they were put in execution, amon^ a sturdy 
peasantry, is remembered, it is truly astonishing that 
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they ^id not excite a spirit of insubordination, gene- 
ral and deadly, and in trutJi produce those very out* 
rages of which the calumniated Presbyterians were 
falsely accused. Many urere driven from their homes 
and utterly ruined, who, merely from political mo^ 
tives, or from a desire to see something like decency 
in their clergymen, or from an aversion to have min- 
isters forced upon thein whom they did not like, had 
opposed the curates and subjected themselves to the 
fines; others, men of respectable rank in life who 
themselves had conformed, saw their estates ruined 
and their families dispersed, because some one, over 
whom they could have no possible control, would 
not xittend the wretched sermonizing of a worthless 
parson, or take the sacrament from hiiS- polluted 
hands ; besides those who, from a love to the truth 
and a sincere reverence for their tenets, deemed it a 
point of duty to withdraw from the ministration of 
Bien who neither understood nor preached the first 
principles of the gospel. Yet, notwithstanding all 
these teerribte encroachments upon their liberty and 
property, notwithstanding these atithorized viola- 
tions of all that was dear or sacred to them as men 
w as Christians, they had suffered, they had com- 
plained, but they had not rebelled, when an inciden- 
tal circumstance led to an insurrection, in perfect con- 
formity with the spirit, and even authorized by the 
letter, of the ancient Scottish constitution before it 
was destroyed at the Restoration, which hardly de- 
serves tiie name of -rebellion. 

•Mr. Allan of Barscob, and three other of these 
imfortunate fugitives who had been forced by want 
from their places of retreat among the mountains or 
mosses of Galloway, had ventured, November J 3th, 
to the Clachan of Dairy to procure some provisions. 
Upon the high road, a little from that pkce, they acci- 
dental!/ met some soldiers driving a few neighbours 
before them, to compel them to thresh out a poor 
man's com for the payment of his church fines. 
They naturally sympathi^jed with Xhe sufierers, but 
passed on. While seated, however, at breakfast iu 
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the village^ they were informed that the soldiers had 
seized tiie old man in his house — stripped him naked 
— and were threatening to place him on a redhot 
gridiron because he could jaot produce the money. 
Leaving their meal unfinished, immediately they re- 
paired to the spot; and finding the poor man bound, 
desired the soldiers to let him alone. The soldiers 
in return, demanded how they dared tp challenge 
them, and drew their swords. A scuffle ensued, in 
which one of the others discharged a pistol and 
woimded a corporal with some pieces of a tobacco 
pipe — ^the only ball they had among them, when the 
military surrendered themselves prisoners, and the 
ynan was liberated.* 

Thus fairly engaged, to retreat was as dangerous 
as to proceed. They knew they would be denounced 
as rebels and subjected to dreadful reprisals. A par- 
ty of their friends at Balmaclellan, when they heard 
of the affair, knowing they too would be involve^ 
seized and disarmed sixteen soldiers who were quar- 
tered there, one, who made resistance, being killed; 
and the whole country taking the alarm, their num- 
bers soon swelled to about fifty horse tolerably moun- 
ted, and, perhaps, double that number of foot, mise- 
rably armed with pitcliforks, scythes, cudgels, and a 
few pikes and swords. Turner's forces were scat- 
tered over the country ; they therefore, without allow- 
ing them time to collect, marched direct to Dumfries^ 
where, on the morning of the 15th, they surprised 
him, who having only heard some indistinct account 
of the scuffle, was preparing to go and chastise tjie 
culprits. The horse went straight up to head-quar- 

* Sir James Turner says, that the corporal affirmed he was shot, 
M because he refhsed to sign the covenant** The corporal himself 
in a petition to the privy council, says, « ten pieces of tobacco pipes 
were, by the surgeon's care, taken but of his bodie.*' — Tumer^t 
Memoirs^ fi, 148. Kirktori's Hist, note, p. 230. — SiV JaQies in his 
account of the transactions which took place after his seizure, and 
till the battle of Pentland Hills, is frequently inaccmute, as mi^t 
be expected, both from his situation, which prevented distinct infor- 
mation except about what he saw, and his prejudices and interest 
which led him to pervert even that. Some instances will be given 
afterwards in which be is palpably, if not designedly, at fituH. 
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ters — ^the foot remaining without the town-; and when 
Sir James appeared at the window, Nielsen of Cor- 
sack told him, if he would quietly surrender he should 
receive no harm, with which he complied; and that 
gentleman preserved him from personal injury, which 
some of the party seemed anxious to inflict.* 

The person who* assumed the conmiand was one 
Andrew Gray, said to be an Edinburgh merchant* 
whom no body knew, but whose authority all obeyed 
without inquiry, so totally were they tmprepared for 
any regular rising, and as little was he qualified for 
the situation into which he had thrust himself They 
seized the General's papers and trunks, but found 
little money; himself they brought away in his night- 
gown and slippers, and placing him upon a little 
pony carried him to the cross, where, with much for- 
mality, they drank the king's health to evince their 
loyalty^a ceremony which some of their friends 
thought they might as well have omitted, and for 
which they received neither, credit nor thanks. They 
then carried him back to his lodgings, and ordered 
him to make ready and gQ with them. That night 
they rested at Glencairn. Here they were alarmed 
by a report of the approach of the Earl of Annan- 
dale and Lord Drumlanrig, and set off hurriedly, cat- 
rying their prisoner with them under a strong guard. 
Next night they reached Carsphaim, where they 
remained; and here their- redoubtable Captain Gray 
left them, not without violent suspicions of having 
carried a considerable sum of money along with him : 
yet more probably he retired from fear or a sense of 
his own utter incapacity ;t but the numbers ii\creas-' 

* "While they were speakingr, the Commander comes up, and 
feizing Tomer presented a pistol or carabine to have shot him, but 
Corsack interfered, saying, * you shall as soon kill me, for I have 
given him quarters.* " — Crichton'a Life ffTBlackader, p. 139. 

t This was on the Friday. On the Monday following he wtis 
found by Colonel Wallace near Mauchline, in a situation very unlike 
that of a person possessed of much money. ** About that house I saw 
two men, one whereof I pcrc^ved was Andrew Gray. He was in 
so uncouth a posture, with such a beggar-like habit, and looking 
with sueh an abashed countenance; I was astonished and could not 
VOL. I. 15 
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ed, and a kind of committee consisting of Maclellan 
of Barscob, Nielson of Corsack, and Mr. Alexander 
Robertson, a preacher, succeeded to the command. 

Some days before the scuffle at Dahy, Rothes had 
taken his departure for London, and the chief cares 
of the government devolved upon the primate, as 
president of the council — ^thus called upon to dis- 
* charge an important political duty at a vfery delicate 
conjuncture. One of the bailies of Dumfries who 
had witnessed the seizure of Turner, immediately 
proceeded to Edinburgh with information of the 
rising; and the members of council, who never cal- 
culated upon resistance, w^re surprised and alarmed 
beyond measure. Next day, they sent off an express 
to the king with the unpleasant intelligence, who, 
passing the Commissioner upon the road, furnished 
his majesty with very unexpected news to salute 
him Xvith on his arrival. They ordered General 
Dalziel to march on the following day with as many 
men as he could muster to the west country, to estab- 
lish his head-quarters at Glasgow, and thence to pro- 
ceed to wherever his presence might be most urgent- 
ly required — the various noblemen of those most 
interested- irr these districts, were, at the same time, 
required to use their every exertion to preserve the 
peace, and to receive and assist his majesty'^ forces; 
the guards of the town of Edinburgh were doubled, 
and the names of all strangers ordered to be regis- 
tered. These measures, the most obvious and requi- 
site, met of course the king*s approval; •but a pro- 
posal to enforce the subscription of the declaration 
respecting the covenant upon the heritors of the 
southern and western shires, was postponed by his 

speak for a long time. Always he forbids me to be afraid. He tells 
me the Lord had fkvoarQ^ them with ^ood success in that attempt 
upon Dumfries; and that, howbeit, after the business was done, 
many came and owned it that neyer appeared before, when it was 
but to be hazarded upon: yet all or most of these gentlemen and 
countrymen had left it and gone to their houses, as if there had 
been no more ado: whereupon he had left them to look to his own 
safety, being iri a very iiisecure condition then, having been the 
chief actor in the business."— TraZlace*s Narrative of ike Rising at 
Pentland, p. 391. 
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desire as unnecessarily exasperating an evil of Trhich 
they did not yet know the extent. More efiectiially 
to protect th^ capital, the companies of the train- 
bands were ordered to be filled xip by citizens who 
would willingly take the oath of allegiance, and fur- 
ther promise to maintain his majesty^s authority with 
their lives and fortunes; such as would not, to be 
disarmed and their persons secured. 

The noblemen of Fife, with their followers, were 
summoned, and an act of council was passed to put 
the country in a posture of defence, and all riie lieges 
WiBre ordered to assist the General with all their 
power. The ferries across the Forth were at the 
same time stopped, and even those who passed at 
Stirling Bridge were to be subjected to a rigid ex- 
amination. A proclamation also was issued com- 
manding the rebels to lay down their arms, but it 
was remarked' that it contained no offer of pardon ; 
and to deare them to surrender without security, 
was something like an invitation to confais and be 
hanged. Some of the nobility felt the degradation 
of being under an ecclesiastic, and murmured^— 
*<Have we none at such a juncture to give orders 
but a priest ?" But they were too wofuUy spirit- 
less to do more, and they only clanked, sulkily, the 
fetters then^selves had forged^ 

Intelligence also had been sent by the insurgents 
to Edinburgh with equal expedition, ^nd a few who 
were well-wishers to the cause met to consider what 
was their duty in the present juncture, when, at ?in 
adjourned meeting held in- Mr. Alexandjsr Robert- 
son, a preacher's lodgings,* they resolved after de- 
liberation and prayer, that itvras their duty to assist 
their poor brethren so cruelly oppressed. One only 
dissented, Mr. Ferguson of BLaitioch, who was not 
convinced of. the propriety of rising at that time. 
The rest were eager to engage immediately, and as 

* JBrJfcton, p. 234. This was a difierenl person from the Alexan- 
der Robertson formerly mentioned, thouffh they have been some- 
times oonfounded, owing to the surnames being spelled indifferently 
Robison or Robertson, both their first pames being Alexander, and 
both being preachers. 
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soon as the* meeting broke up, Colonel Wallace and 
Mr. Robertson set out for the west to see what <jould 
be effected there. Mr. Welsh went direct to the 
countrymen whom he found at Dalmellington; thence 
he proceeded to gather his friends in the south, while^ 
they, buoyed up with the expectation of being quick- 
ly and numerously joined, marched forward to Ayr- 
shire, and on the 21st had their general rendezvous 
at the Bridge of Doon. Wallace's first disappoint- 
ment was at Libberton, where, instead of forty stout 
horsemen, he only met eight; and on his journey by 
Linton, Dunsire, Mauchline, and Evondale, he found 
the country, in general, had been taken so complete- 
ly unawares, that he arrived at the main body with 
a very slender accession of strength — ^the ministers 
remaining quietly in their houses, while the leading 
Whig gentlemen went to wait upon the General 
He had by the way received notice from Cunning- 
hame, that a reinforcement fron> thence might be 
procured if they had only a party to encourage and 
protect them till they got formed; and Captain John 
Amott, accordingly, had been sent with forty horse 
to "bring them up, and directed to join next day at 
Ochiltree. 

Having received information of General DalziePs 
arrival at Glasgow, they hastened to Ochiltree, where 
all their parties were ordered to meet, and where Mr. 
Semple preached while they were collecting.* After- 

* Wallace's NarrativB, p. 395. *'Sir James Turner has. a merrie 
fact, which he says occurred here. I was lodged that night at .the 
prineipoll alehouse' of the toune, where I was indifferentlie well 
used, and visited by some of their officers and ministers. Most of 
their foot were lodged about the church and churchyard, and order 
given to ring bells next morning for a sermon to be preached by 
Mr. Welsh. Maxwell of Monreth and Major Mackulloch invited 
me to hear that phanatic sermon, for soe they merrilie callM it. 
They said that preaching might jjurove ane effectuall meane to turn 
me, which they heartilie wished. I answered them that I was 
under s^uards, and that if they hitended to heare that sermon, it was 
probable I might heare it likewise; for it was not like my guards 
would goe to church and leave me alone at my lodgingfs. Bot to 
what they spoke of my conversion, I said it wold be hard to turn a 
Turner. Bot because I found them in a merry humour, I said if I 
did not come to hear Mr. Wclsh'preach, then they mi|^t fine me in 
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wards they marshalled their army, named their offi-> 
cers,* and placed their guards. Sir John Cochrane 
was with Dalziel,. and hvB lady received the leaders 
who were quartered at the mansion-house very cool- 
ly, although she expressed herself not unfriendly to 
the cause. Here they were joined hy Mr. John 
Guthrie, minister of Tarbolton, with some of his pa- 
rishioners, and Robert Ohalmers, a brother of the 
Laird of Oadgirth^s, who. brought a report that the 
Duke of Hamilton was approaching with his troops, 
and that they had despatched John Ross with a 
small party to ascertain the fact. A council of war 
was then called, at which it was resolved that they 
should march eastward, as it was impossible to stay 
where they were, and there was no probability of 
fartixer help from the south or south-west districts, 
and Captain Amott would bring with liim whoever 
were well inclined in Cunninghame and Renfrew. 
Besides, they had an earnest invitation from Black- 
wood to come to Clydesdaie, where he promised to 
meet them with one hundred men. 
Next day they broke up for Cmnnock, but were 

iburtie shillings Soots, which was doable the soume of what I had 
exacted from the phanatickes. Bot there was no sermon that day, 
which, undoubtedly, I would have heard, if there had been anie." 
Pp. 163-164. Afterwards, he has this passage—** This I shall say 
they wece not to learn to plunder, and that I have not seene Iqpse of 
divine worship any where, than I saw in that armie of theirs; for 
thofirh at their rendezvouses and halts they had opportunitie enough 
everie day for it, yet did I never heare any of their ministers (and 
as themselves told, me there was not so few as two-and-threttie of 
them, whereof onlie five or sixe conversM with me) either pray, 
preach, or sing psalms; neither could I learn that it was ever prac- 
6sed publickhe, except once by Mr. RobbisoA at Corsfaime, ane 
other time by Mr. Welsh at Damellington, and now the third time 
by Mr. Semple at Lanrick, where the law^ pastor was forced to 
resigne his pulpit to him." P. 169. 

* The officers whose names have been preserved, were — Colonel 
Wallace, who left a written narrative of the rising at Pendand, and 
of whom some farther notice will be given; Maj^ Joseph liCi^r- 
mont; Captains Andrew Amott, John Paton, John MacleIIa.n of 
Barecob, John Maxwell, younger of Monreith, and Robert Maclellan 
of Balmagachan; Cornet of Horse, Rol>ert Gordon of Knockbr^ck; 
uncertain. Major John McCulloch of Barholme; Mr. George Cruik- 
thanks had a command. 

15* 
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met an the road with the disagreeable intelligence 
that Ross and his party had been taken prisoners 
by the* Duke, and that the enemy's whole force was 
at Kilmarnock; in consequence, mey continued their 
route during a violent storm of rain and wind to 
Muirkirk. The night fell dark, and the road was 
detestable; yet the men marched forward with spi- 
rit, and even their enemy, Sir James Turner, gave 
them this credit — ^^ I doe confesse, I nevei saw- lustier 
fellows than these foot were, or better mardiers^ for 
though I was appointed to stay in the rear, and not-w 
withstanding these inconveniences, I saw few or none 
of them straggle/* When they arrived late at their 
quarters, wet as if they had been drenched in water, 
the poor foot were forced to lie all night in the 
cold church, without victusds^nd with but little fire. 
Here Mr. Andrew M^Cormack, a pious Irish minister, 
known by the name of the " Godd-man,'* came to 
the Colonel and, informed him it was the opinion of 
Mr/ Robertson and Mr. Lockhart — ^that, as there was- 
no appearance of any help either from Clydesdale or 
any other quarter, the business should be followed 
no farther, but the people dismissed as quietly as 
possible to their homes, to shift each for himself the 
best way he could, until the Lord gave some better 
opportunity. With this advice, which was not at 
all to the Colonel's liking, he could not of himself 
comply, but proposed to consult the other leaders 
who might join before or when they reached Doug- 
las. Thither they arrived on Saturday night, Novem- 
ber 24, without any of their expected reinforcements, 
excepting forty Tecruits brought by Captain Amott, 
Having quartered t]je troops, and, on account of 
an alarm,*doubled their guards, a council of war was 
held, whe^, after earnest prayer to God, the questton 
was proposed, whether they shouli disperse or con- 
tinue in arms? On the one side was stated the 
strength of the enemy and the small number of their 
company, the total want of spirit discovered by the 
country and the tempestuous season of the year, 
which rendered it unfit for action. On the other, it 
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was replied-^hat the Gonging forth to own the peo- 
ple of Galloway was clearly of the Lord, and in that 
they had done nothing but followed his call— ^that 
niunbers had not only urged them, but had solemnly 
promised also to come forth, and if these should now 
desert the cause, between them and their Master let 
it be.. As for themselves, they believed the Lord 
could work by few or by many. If he designed the 
present appearance diould prosper, he would send 
men if necessary; or who could tell but he might 
honour them to accomplish this end? At all events, 
the cause they were assured was his; ner would 
they forsake it, but follow on whatever might be the 
consequence. Death was all they could endure ; and, 
though they were only to bear their testimony to the 
the tnith, that was well worth -dying for. It was 
next proposed, whether they should renew the cove- 
nants ?. On tins there was no dispute. They regret- 
ted they could not ga about that work with^the delib- 
erate preparation they deemed necessary for entering 
into such .solemn engagements; but, as the lurgency 
of the case admitted of no delay, and they all under- 
stood the nature pf the triansaction, they determined 
to prepare for the worst by again dedicating them- 
selves to. the Lord in the national bonds, whose obli*' 
gation they believed to be f^erpetual, and the renuncia- 
tion of which they considered as one of the deepest 
sins of the Und. The disposal of- their prisoner, as 
thpy had np safe place in which to confine him, was 
then considered. About this they were not so unani- 
mous. Some were for putting him to deatli as a 
notorious murderer and bitter instrument of persecu- 
tion, but others urged that he was a soldier of for- 
tune, acting under a commission, also that he had 
been promised protection by one of themselves; and 
it appearing from his papers, though his conduct had 
been severe, yet that he had not even acted up to his 
instructions, it was carried to spare him.* 

* •* My jgruards, whereof David Scott, a weaver, was captain, car- 
ried me to BatKkct, and took up for my quarters the best alohouse ** 
Tumefis Mem. 
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Heading &at Dalziel was fit Strathaven, they de- 
camped early next morning — Sabbath— and marched 
by Lesmahago, to Lanark, where they arrived in the 
evening, having been- joined by Robert and John 
Gordon, the sons of Alexander Gordon of Knock- 
breck, with a few others from Galloway. Mr. Ro- 
bertson refused to accompany them further. On their 
march, they completed the^ arranging of the troops, 
but found themselves wretchedly deficient in officers, 
there not being above fourorfiv^ who had ever been 
in an army before, neither were they fuHy supplied 
with ammunition or anhs-; at Lanark, they caused a 
gQtteral search, but the country had been too well 
scourged before, and they found few or none. No- 
tice, lK>wever, was given that the covenants Would 
be renewed on the morrow. 

When they assembled at the rendezvous for this 
purp.ose, they were told the- enemy was within two 
miles, and it was proposed to delay 5 but as the pub- 
lic avowai of their cause^nd principles, besides being 
a solenm religious act of imperative obligation, was 
the best and only testimony they could exhibit in 
their circumstances, they determined that nothing bitt 
absolute necessity should prevent it. They there- 
fore sent forward an advance of twelve horse, placed 
guards at the ford, and then deliberately went about 
tiie work of the day. The horse were jdrawn vip 
at the head of the- town, where Mr. Gabriel Semple 
and Mr. John Crookshanks presided. The foot were 
ranged in the street, near' the tolbooth stairs, upon 
which Mr. John Guthrie stood and preached. Very 
few except the insurgents attended, so great was the 
universal terror and depression of the times; but the 
whole- proceedings Jure said to have been deeply 
impressive, partictdarly the address of Mr. Semple, 
fi?om Prov. xxiv. 11, 12: <' If thou forbear to deliver 
them that are drawn imto death, and those that are 
ready to be slain; if thou sayest. Behold, we knew 
it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider 
it ? and he that keej)eth thy soul, doth he not, know 
it? and shall not he render unto every man according 
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to his worksr^ After sermon, the covenants were 
read, article by article, and the hearers, with uplifted 
hands, and apparently with much serious emotion, 
engaged and- vowed to perform. Now in a situation 
of such peril, and pledged to their country and to 
their God, could they be other than deeply affected? 
It was no common*groun(J these witnesses occupied. 

About the same time, they emitted the following 
hurried but well-framed "declaration of those in 
aians for -the covenant 1666," the effect of which was 
wonderfully, though sadly, impressed upon the reli- 
gious part of the commuftity, by the remembrance 
that these men had been allowed to «tand alone, and 
to fall together in the righteous cause; and by the 
evils which x>vertook the euBierents to the covenants 
and afflicted the nation for twenty-two succeeding 
years of persecution. * 

" The nature of religion doth sufficiently teach, 
and all men almost acknowledge, the lawfulness of 
sinless self-defence; yet we thought it -duty at this 
time to give an account unto the world of the occa- 
sion and design of our being together in arms, since 
th^ rise and scop6 of actions, if faulty^ may render a 
thing right upon the matter, sinful. It- is known to 
all that the king^s majesty, at his coronation, did 
engage to rule the nation according to the revealed 
word of God in Scripture — ^to prosecute the ends of 
the National and Solemn League and Covenants, 
and fully to establish Presbyterian government, witb 
the Directory for Worship — and to approve all acts 
of parliament establishing the same; and thereupon 
the nobilky and others of his subjects did swear alle- 
giance : and so religion was committed unto him as 
a matter of trust, secured by most solemn indenture 
betwixt him and his people. 

" I^otwithstanding all this, it is soon ordered that 
the covenant be burned— the tie of it is declared void 
and null, and men forced to subscribe'a declaration 
contrary to it — Episcopal government, in its height 
of tyranny, is. established — ^and men obliged by law 
not to plead, witness, or petition against thesq thiijgs. 
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Grievoiis fines, sudden imprisonmcnts;'vast quarterr 
ings of spMiers, and a cruel inquisition by the High 
Commission Court, were the reward of all such who 
could, not comply with the government by lordly 
hierarchy, and abjure the covenants, and prove more 
monstrous to the wasting their conscience,, than na- 
ture would have suffered heathens to be. These 
things, in part, have been all Scotland over, but 
chiefly in the poor country of Galloway at this day;^ 
and bad not Grod prevented, it should have, in the 
same measures, undoubtedly befallen the rest of the 
nation ere long. The just sense whereof made tis 
choose rather t# betake ourselves to the fields for 
self-defence than to *stay at home burdened daily 
with the calamities of o^ers, and tortured with the 
fears of our own approaching misery. And consid- 
ering our engagement to assist and defend all those 
who- entered into this league and covenant with us; 
and to the end we may be more vigorous in the pro- 
secution of-tbis ntatter, and all men may know the 
true state of our cause, we have entered into the 
Solemn Leajgue and Covenant j and though it be 
hardly thought. of, renewed the same, to the end tve 
ijiay be free of the apostasy of the times, and saved 
from the cruel usages persons iresol^ced to adhere to 
this have met with; hoping that this will wipe off 
the reproach that is upon our nation, because of the 
avowed perjury it lies under; and being fully per- 
suaded that tlus league, however misrepresented, 
contains nothing in it sinful before €rod, derogatory 
to the king's just authority, the privileges of the 
parliament, or the liberty of the people; but, on the 
contrary, is the surest bond whereby all these are 
secured, since a threefold cord is not easily broken, 
as we shall make appear in our next and larger de- 
claration, which shall contain more fully the pjX)ofs 
of the lawfulness of entering into covenant, and ne» 
cessity of our taking anna at this time for the defence 
of it, with a full ajad true account of ojir grief and 
sorrow for our swerving from it, and suffering our- 
selves to be divided to the reproach of our common 
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caicse, and saddening the hearts of the godly — a thing 
vre sorrowfully remember and firmly resolve against 
in all time coming/* 

At this period, the number of the insurgents had 
reached its maximum — ^more having joined on that 
day than for three "before — supposed to ainount to 
nearly three thousand; and the opinion of many 
among them was, if they did intend to fight, it would 
"be better to do it in that quarter, where, if defeated, 
they J^ere among firiends, and could more ea^ly find 
the means of escape, than in the east, where every 
thing would be against them; but their want of dis- 
cipline, and want of arms, did not warrant a trial of 
strength with the king's forces,.who were equal if not 
superior in nimibers and in a complete state of equip- 
ment. They were likewise the more encouraged to 
try the Lothians, as, at this critical moment, they 
received from Edinburgh pressing letters of invita- 
tion to come thither. They chose what eventually 
preved the most unfortunate for themselves, and that 
same evening took the road for Bathgate. Before 
they left Lanark, Lawrie^ B]ackwood paid them a 
visit. He said he had come by desire of the Duke 
of Hamilton to learn what were their intentions and 
to endeavour to prevail upon them to lay down •their 
arms and save the effusion of blood; but he produced 
no written commission, and only spoke in general 
terms to some of the ministers, which induced in the 
mind of the Colonel a suspicion that he came merely 
to spy out their nakedness; and he afterwards blgimed 
his own simplicity in- allowing a person of such du- 
bious character to pass lielween them and the enemy 
without restraint. Hardly were they in motion when 
Dalziel made his appearance ; tut he contented him- 
self with sending a body of horse after them, who, 
when they found the countrymen prepared for an 
assault, returned to the general, with whom they 
remained for the night in the quarters the others had 
left. The night was deplorable; it rained incessantly, 
ble\<^ a hurricane, and the road across the moors was 
de^p, "pla^y," and broken. When they arrived at 
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their destination, two hours after night-faU, they coulcl 
get no accommodation, not even a covert from the 
tempest; and their leaders retired to a wretched 
hovel ta consult ahout their ftfrther operations. After 
prayer, they discussed the subject To return wag 
now impracticable, for the enemy was at their heels; 
but .they still ej^pected some assistance from Edin- 
burgh, and thitherwards they resolved to continue 
^eir route, convinced that they would at least hear 
from their friends before* they were entirely within 
the jaws of Leviathan. 

. But never were poor men more completely de- 
ceived, disappointed, and entangled. On every side 
was danger. The wJiole spasmodic energy -of go- 
vernment had been forced irito action by the fearful 
throes of tlie primate ; almost all Scotland south of 
the Tay> had been set in motion, while the capital 
was fortified more in proportion to his ecclesiastical 
terrors than to the band that was approaching. Sir 
Andrew Ramsay, the provost, had barriered 4he 
gates and planted them with cannon— -Lord Kingston 
was station'ed on Bumtefi^d Links with an advanced 
guard of horse and foot-r^the advocates were accou- 
tred and the citizens in arms — and all the array of 
the Lothians^ Merse, and Teviotd^le, were ordered 
t6 hold themselves in readiness. Yet such was their 
want of intelligence, that the covenanters, upon an 
alarm being given, broke up about twelve o'clock in 
this dark and foul night — ^^ One of the darkest," says 
Wallace in his Narrative, " I am persuaded that ever 
any in that company saw. Except we had been tied 
together, it was impossible to keep together; and 
every little bum was a river." During this disas- 
trous march, which many were unable to accomplish 
— ^as " they stuck in the clay and fainted by the road" 
— ^the army diminished wofully; and the remainder 
who arrived in the morning at the New Bridge, with- 
in eight miles of Edinburgh, " looked rather like dying 
men than fighting soldiers — weary, worn-out, half- 
drowned, haft-starved creatures." Yet, beyond ex- 
pectation, in an hour or two, they mustered nearly a 
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now*vh«n th« enejsry yra^ j^il^kin five ^lUes ia thoir 
rear^ they first leai^ed that 9^ JCtJ^oburgh and Lekh 
^ero ui asms againsit them. • / 

^Dfe^dfully peipl0xedT--widiaufr directoi«, ^dthou^ 
intelligence, without i!bod""-^hey koev Jiot yjrhsd 4o 
do, but they resolved to laarch U> Colinton..-. Oa theif 
w^ff thither, Blackwdod aga4i\ eaffoe tpi tl^em with a 
verbal req^i^onlrom thf ikike for thejuto laydowa 
tbeir armsip aad h^ w^uld ei^dearour to proeure aa 
indenmity; ^t desperate as thoir ^taafkHi was, bad 
they had no other aim tkan^their o^iNxpersonal safety^ 
they could not have listened to so vague an jarrangt* 
men^ wit}! such m^n. as they. bad to d#al.with;,a)ad 
wbeu.BtoGkwbod \u:ged their compliance^ they dis- 
ixi^^d himwithaisautiouto beWare baw.he behaTed 
himself, end se^. xell^ th^^t be walked stmightiy and 
uprightly between the parties. Having Ijad so littU 
rest) and scarcely ta^d any thing since..tbey^ leD; 
Lsinark, a few h^scKLen ,wei« sent #ut ta ^ry and 
ptociu*e some e^pvi^ira ai^ &rage in the neighbour^ 
ii^ fsamSy as Aiey intei^ded, if possible^ i^ take «eme 
repose and* refrei^bikent in their (]^rters Chat uight^ 
which, coivtinuing tampestuaiis, seemed to promise- 
them^ fbrjsiome hours at least, secu/ity firom any hos* 
tile ioQui^ioi^. AccoM^ng^^ having parovided in the 
best manner they otuM Ifor the.foot ill the viUage, and 
^nt the horse to the neighbouring fg.rms, th^y set 
theijr guards, and the>^ffi^i» were .retiring to -rest, 
when Blackwood came to them again, aeeompsmied 
l^y Richards, the laitd. of Barsldmtaing, and repeated 
the p^oposdf he had^^nnerly i»nde ; telling them at 
the same time, he Jiad the Gfen^ral's parole for a ces- 
sation of >rms till to-morrow-mofixiBg, having giyeft 
in return the paiite -for th&m< Wallaco^ wha was 
Uttle pleased, with the. officious presumption of- ^^ fhe 
tutor,'' t(Ad him, ^ he dSd- not understand this paroling 
of hi^ but he believed neither woujd break the tpuee 
in sudi 9, JiigbtV Upon 'this -they parted, and £ar* 
afcimmiiig, without taking' teave,aet-off- early next 
max^iing, bftt Bla(^wood 'waited tiU doy^-break, oxA 
VOL. i. " 16 * 
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rMpiettedto know what answer was^to be raltorHed 
The leaders upon'calHdjrcetiiad^rmg their sknatioii — 
thek men now batdly »me Trundre'd, the ^greater part 
without arms — ^ttieur spirits broken by the appaiBiit 
•terant of heart in the cptmtry— rtheir bodies worft out 
by fotigue, Jiunger, want <rf sleep, and exposure to 
ll^ weathei? — ^e wttcr* hopelessness: of any- rein- 
forcements— and tiieir great inferiority in numbers to 
DalziePy troops^^were strongly induced to attempt 
coming* to some terms not incompatible with the 
object for which they had ventured to the field; they 
thevefore proposed sending one of their number along 
with Blackwood to- represent to the General their 
gnevances, and the gronnds of- their appearance m 
arms j but the only person they had to whlim" tl^ey 
could intrust such a ihessage being objefcted to as' an 
outlaw, WaHace sent a lettear by Blackwood to Dal- 
atiel, stating — ^^ That, on ftccouiit of the intolerable 
insolences of the pre^ates and theii' ' insupportable 
appressio«s, and being deiprived of evety usual me- 
thod of remonstrating or petitioning, tbey were neceS- 
eitatcd to* assemble together, in ojd€* <hat, .jointly, 
they might the more securely petition his majesty 
and coundil for redress >. they therefore requested -of 
his excellency a pass for -a person whom they oiight 
send with their petition, and begged an answer tnight 
bo returned by Blackwood wKo had promised to 
fetch-it/' . * • " 

Tmsthig, howev^, rery little to thia negotiatron, 
they commenced a retreat, and turning the west end 
of the Pentland -Hills, took the Biggaf.road. As 
their men were strdggling, Aey drew up near the 
House of Muir, on a spot now weU kn<5wn — ^Rullioti 
Gr^n. The ground rises from the soufh '/owards 
ihm north, where the Hill terminates abruptly, here 
the poor fatigued renmant'wOTe posted in three b'o^ 
dies. Upon the «outh, a small body of horse, imder 
Barscob and the Galloway genttemen—r-in the ceYitre, 
the foot commanded by Wallace himsilf-*ind upon 
the north, tlie -greater part of the iiorse along wilh 
Major Learmont*^ Hacdly had. this smtll comp^my 
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gjOt aniuiged, wbeo an alarm. was ghren that tbe 
eiM^y was appreaching; and i^pon moring.totrards 
tile ridg«K of .the kill, they .observed their howc under 
Maj^iMQ^neral Driuumond upon an oppo9if» hiU, 
within » quarter of a «iile — ^for their foot had ne.t 
asri^ed. The 4ittle band of Cavenanters being- ao 
pasted that the enemy <^oukl not attack them from 
th^ norths about fifty pick;^d tro«pers marched a^ong 
the ridge to the westward, «Tid^n1^y with a- design 
is appMtach from that-qnarten Obo^rying ^thk^, a 
party of about the same, strength, under Oaptain Ar»* 
nott, was dispatehed by .Wallace -to meet them^ which 
tbey did in. the glen^ at .no. -great disiMioe^ Haring 
firq^ thetr pistols^ tti^y instantly elosed, and a sharp 
contest ensued in s^bt of both armied^ which lasted 
for a considerable time, when the troopers gave way 
aad* fled in confusion .to 4heir -own. body. In thui 
r^icounter, Mr. John Crookshanks and AndAmv Mc- 
Cormack foU ;? and several were kiHed and woimded 
on-both i^ides. * . . - * , 

^be nature of the grouod preventing pursuit .by 
ofljirailry; a part of the Covenanters' foot was ordered 
to support tlieir horse, but the.enemj moved to -anot 
titer and safar eminence, farther to the east, whera 
thof waited until thek own foot came forward v and 
then desQ^ndingJrom U%e lull, drew «f> upon RuU^n 
Giffeen, in fnonl-of their opponents, in OFler to ]npo- 
voke them to league their ground and engage. Bui 
seeipgthatthay were not inclined to laave their van^ 
tage ground, they pushed fory^^d a^uadronof ibsii 
horse, flanked by ieot, upon tbe south, whish the 
others observkig,* consulted whether they •should give 
them a j^ecood meeting when eenstdenng that, al- 
though daey might be able to defer an ei^agement 
fo]^ that night, they must inevkably be forced to. fight 
on the moirow> and under much greater disadvan- 
taige — as the enemy would bexsertainly increased in 

« **^Tyro main instraments joC the attempt two Ireland minii. 
terg.'*' WaUace^s NarroHpe, p. 41,6. It apj^ars douMftd if nlihis. 
ters in any tffeuie niDy lawftdly tak^ armV— reWr w«b reproved for 
drawing'hif twoMl im do^evM of his Buater.. Malt. xxti. 62k 
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n«Hh1)ew — diey, after piliyer, resdived -tiist they 
wovdd not dedin€ *tbe combat— >< they '^;imild qoh 
themsdves of their tinty, tiiOHgh it iftiould serve flhr 
na m^e tiian to give a testimony by tearing 4helf 
corpse on the field." A party of Learmont's hoi^, 
also supported -by loot, was itieh sent forth, whoso 
cmset 1^ regubire were unable to sustain,* Siiid stag« 
gered and fled. E9eh now endeavoured to-snppoii 
their own men by suacessivo detaR^bments; 

Wlifle the combatants were at all equal, the Cove- 
nantors -snecessftdly mtfineained the honour of the 
day, -till Dahnd, about mght-fiidl, brought up. the 
whole of his foTCe, and,, with one simukaneous and 
vigorous, charse^ broke their array. Overwhelsied 
by. numbers, tmy found it -impossible to rally, and 
every on* s^iifted for himself as he best etrald. Tho 
liatighter was not great, for -the countrymen made 
to the IdOs, fitid their ^ht was covered by the daric^ 
nem} nor t^wo ibe- horsefnen -very eager inr tbrir 
pttrsuit, for, being chiefly gentlemen, the^ syrnpa- 
thized m the ouflerings/ and many apprcyved of the 
ciEbUse of the vanquished. About a himdred'wero 
killed and taken prisonefSs at the time, and' about fifty 
were brought ia afterwards* Of Dahiei'^ troops,*tl^ 
easusrfties never appear to Ifave b^n fitirly reported. 
They ackne^ledged some faatf-dosen, -Inxt the al- 
lowed valour of the Covenanters, and the obstinaoy 
and nature o( ^le skirtmshing, forbid our accepting 
^lisasuny thing hke an accurate retism** Some of 
the aeigiibeuring rustics, more cruel ^ven than Aio 
military, probabty expecting money,are saM to have 
murdered seveisd of the fugitives, but die crime wfts 
hekl in* deserved' execration^ and Uie f^pukr tradi- 
tion, that these <^ accursed i^ots *^ Wcro the scenes of 
foul nocturnal visions, suiftcienlly marks the general 
opinion of the country. Sir James Turner, who had 
accompanied the insurgents te-afl their movements^ 
when the battle was about to commence, bargained 
"w^tb his* guards th^f, if they would save his life ftom 
the Vengeance of thei^ friends, if defeated* he would 
secure their safety firom the c6i»^t«erors, .which was 
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agreed to, doadvrasoae of tke fev^agceemente whioh 
appears to^have been faithfully kepC Those who 
wexa slain on the £eldwere str^>ped where they fell, 
and lay naked and ^inburied.tili next.-day, .when 
gome godly women from Edmburgh J^rought wind- 
uig sheets and i^erredthem ; hiitsuch.is ibe brutali- 
ty of ayarrce,. that the bodies were afterwards taken 
o«>of tfieif graves by some miscreauts.for the sake 
of the linen! • . . . • 

The victors entesed the capital idK>nling with their 
.prisoners.* "A" si^t," saysa Gontenq)orary, "the 

* sskddest thai ever Edinburgh had seen, .which- drew 
tears in abund^Lnce frof]» the eyes of all that feared 
God, eolisideri&g what vast .4ifierenee .th^e was 
between the persons and the cai^se on the one side 
aftd the others aiKl surely a. most astonishing clispen- 
eation- it was to see a company of, holy m£^>— ^r 
such: were the gceatest.paj^/yeaybut few otherwise 
•4^-and tiiat in a good cause^ -given up into the hands 
of ^ HK>st desperate cr^w-of scoffing, pi:o&ne atheists. 
Bert G<5d ha4 called them together, it seems, to have 
a testimony at therr hands, and that he. inissed not, 
£N*-h» helped them to gkoify lum in their sufferings, 
•whidi made their cause more -lovely throughout all 
parts of the land^ even in the eyes of enemies^ than 
irtctory would huve done P? They were imprisoned, 
the'<x)mmon men in thp kirk, galled Haddo's-Holet 
A— those of ^svq>erior can^ were Jsent to the cojmnon 

* •* Mr. Arthur U^urray, an honest *<mtteil' minister (from Ork- 
ney,) dwel}ih^ in a suimrb of EcKQhurgrh> By wfajch DalriePs men 
enteted the city after the Tictoiy,— he; heiKrmgf tiiey were p»8sifi|r 
•by, opened his window to view them, where be saw them display 
their boinyers tainted iji the blood of these innocent people, and 
h^d Iheiii sheut victory, upon whidi he took his bed. and died 
wfthin h. few days,'*— .JKf*tonT». 2^. 

"t'lt Tegeive^ 4his' name &em Gordtm' of Hftddo hayiaflT b6en can. 
'fined then previous to his ^ xeeution ifk the ci^ war in the reign of 

• Charles 1. Burnet te}Is us that Wiseheart, Bishop df Edinburgh, 
and indeed thfe whole town, were" so liberal to tJic prisoners, that 
ttiey^ were hfi danger frum repletion,: WaH&oe, with an. appearance 
C£ more accuijicy, says^ "th? charity of the fodly pf^le ©f tho 
town appeared in iiiynshing; them with nM. nece^aries, both (qt 
ftainfeniin<;p'and the hewing (^fiieif WotujdS." , V. 428. * • * 

16* 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



186 iip^Ax^ «9 xam -ptwtmovwwom. 

jail. In -the faeig^ of their '«xn}latMm^ Ha^ pnvy^ 
council senf off ^ir desp^tdies annoutickig th« vkv 
lory, and breathing a spirit of Ibe most iinp4aciibW 
hat^d agasiBflrt^ie Presbyterians. *<Ahhough// said 
they,* " this rAbk be totally dksdpated for the tima^ 
yet we cohceite 0tirselTe9 obliged, Ia the disdiai^ge 
of dff duty J to fcpreseht-iinto your majesty fett those 
principtesT which are pretended as iHae ground at thui 
rebellion, are so rooted in many several places throu^ 
the Tdng*Dm, and there be such just grmmd of appre- 
hension of dangers fmm personsxiisaffected to your- 
iftqjesty's government, as It is nbvr estal^had by* 
lair, as will requise mote Tigorotts «appllcatioii for 
such to extirpation of • it as toay seeore Ihe peaoe^of 
the kingdoln and due ^bcdi^ice to the kws.'' O^ 
defs were iinfxledialely*given by the council to s^ 
questrttte the property of all wh» had been al 
Pentland, and to Kfprehiiu&dXt tirho were sumpected 
of haviAg been with them, or of having aided oar 
abetted them before ot since. . •* * 

Priestly resentment Is^proverbially im^laca'He ; but 
if those priests happen to be infiArfs, or apostates, 
such as the generality t)f the Episcopalian^^restemtion- 
church of Scotland were, their revenge assumes w 
degree of rancour bordering on ihe'diaboHcal, tj£ 
which the punishments that follo^^d the suppression 
of thts feeble and iUHSuppoEted insurrection, a#ord 
afflicfing examples. There cannot be a jGPtr^iiger proof 
that the rising was unpremeditated and accidental, 
than that, notwithsttocnng the enormouis qspression 
the eoun<^ Had endured, and-: the umveri^ discou'- 
tent both in the -south and west, so few attempted 
to join tjie inisurgehts. In Renfrew, only one sm^ll 
company assembled; but befefie ihey'werc feaily, 
Dalzi^I had intefposed between them' and the Coye- 
nanters, syid thfy retired without doing raoije than 
fihowinggoo^ wiU and incurriiig punijslmient. Wil-* 
liaise Muir of Caldwell was their leader; and among 
them-Vete^Ker of Kersland, Caldwell of CaldweU, 
Cunningham jdf 5edland, Porterfeld of Quarrekoir, 
with Mr. OaBriel -Maxwell, minister of t)tindonald. 
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Qfiorge Ramsay^ minister of BaftnaursP-^atd John 

by the entreat jes of kis fiends, with several others, 
'w^io all afterwards suffered confiscation, ikiing, or 
hantshoient. What was, perhaps, not the leaet gall- 
iug part of- the triaJ; they were denounced -by John 
Maxwell of Bbi<^ton, one of Aemselres, who either 
through treacfeery or terror was induced to- beoon^ 
an informer and witness against them. 

It was natural, and fellowed as' a matter of course, 
thatf of n^en taken with arms in their banda^ some 
exarapkiSfltiQuld.be made by the government against 
whom they were alleged to- have rebelled. But what 
§ave to the executions in this case their peculiar fea- 
tures of atfocity, was, their victirrts had surrendered 
upon a promise of quarter jj, and the more appalling 
fact of -a letter fkwn the Icmg to the council, forbid- 
ding any^more to be put to death, having- been kept 
up by one or both of the archbishops,* tiH titiey were 
satiated vith the blood of some .obnoxious victims. 
Whett the.question, whether, the prisoners shotdd be 
sent to -trial, was first agitated at Ae privy -council 
board, Scarpa vi<3lently urged the prosecution.- Sir 
John Gilipour, esteemed one of *he best lawyers of 
his day^ |fusiHarnmously shnmk from giving any de- 
cided opinion, ayid the rest seemed inclined to .be 
silent, when, unhappily; Lord Lee started the vile 
Jesuitical distinction, not^ hc^we vet, linmatdied in later 
times, thait men ibay be granted quarter on ^e field 
as sokUmrs, yet only be spared to die on a seajQfoM as 
citizens — a distinction which General Dalfeidl, not- 
withstanehi^ his*lktle respect for the "lives oi the 
CJovenanters, coukLnot by any: means be brought to 
co&^prehend. .' . 

Eleven of the prisoners were* according picked 
out for trial, and, oUthe 4th of December, ^aptj^iri 
Andiiew Amott; Major John McCuUoch; John Gor- 

* Kirkon acserti it of Sharpe, p. 25^ Burnet says that his 
namesake^ Bujniet of Olasgow, kept up the letter, preteiulinfr th&t 
thtre ^¥ttt no coontikday between and the day of exectftion, yol. i. 

p.34a . • ^ 
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don of KnofeH)Teck, andkiif brother Robert; Cratin 
HamihcMi, Mairidslie, Carluke; Christ. Strange Jehn 
Parker, Kilbride 4 John Roaf, Mauchline^ JwiieS 
Hamilton, Killiemuir; and John Shiels, Titwood, ap- 
peared before the Court 'of Justiciary.- Thoma* Pat- 
terson^ merchant m Glasgow, died ii> prison of his 
voHfida The objections to the relcvaney of*th« 
i^ietmeat were argued with great ability, and, in 
particular, that one arising from the quarter granted 
by the Qeneraly whick, if we may judge from the 
pleadings, hie appears to have himself considered a 
point of honour. It was alleged, that being in>th« 
foim of an army, and as such assaulted by hi» meges- 
ty's forces, and as sti<5h having accepted quarter, andl 
inconsequence delivered up their aFms,a1^ that thai 
quarter being pw^/fca ^/Jcfe^, and offered and gfanted, 
should be inviolably -obsearved. To' this it was an- 
swered, that their presumptitm in appearkig in arms 
ifcgainst their sovereign lord was- an aggravation of 
their rebellion; that unless his majesty had given ^ 
special commission f(Jr the purpose, the General had 
no right to ^grant a pardon to rebels, whatevep he 
might hav» dene in fair and honourable warw- ^n 
return, it was replied, that without debating the just- 
ness <>f the war, the pannels being then •in arms, 
might have defended their own lives and reached 
the lives of the greatest that o|)pDsed them. In lay- 
ing aside these arms, they in effecC Kwisomed their 
lives; and soldiers who may defend their crwn lives, 
are not (*liged,nor is it in- use, nor would the, agen- 
cy of the 'case permit it to themj to seek the granter*s 
commission,*c(Hnmon soldiers being accustomed to 
grant quarter, which their superiors never annulled; 
and this had been the practioe,^ot only between fhe 
contending parties in France, but- likewise practised 
by his majesty's own forces, in Ihe hills, and with the 
rebellious English,.which, unles»4t were adhered to, 
a method of martial massacre would be introduced, 
and rebels of necessity would bec^m'e deigpefatQ and 
indomitable traitors. The court repelled the objec- 
tions; 'and as none of the pannels denied the facts 
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ef which t^y were accused, they were tmanunously 
fcamd guiHy, ^nd sentenced to .suffejr ^ doom 6f 
tt^kore^on the 7th of December. 

Previous to their «xecu|ion, they drew up a united 
testimony> Which jitands upon feoofd, an evidence' of 
die pufily o£ their motives and the justice of Iheif 
cause — a cause which, however deiamed by the ad- 
voefitQsaf passive obedi^tice, or oppugned- by more 
modern objectipnt, wus in their hands the sacred 
caupe of civil and jreligious liberty, Only these*patriotS 
were drivea by-eHormous -oppresskm prematurely to 
assert .it, . */ We are condemned,*' say they, "-by men, 
and QSteeil^d as rebels againat the 'king^ whose an- 
grily we^u^knowledge i but this is the testimony of 
our eonscience, thaj we suifer not oS evil-doers, but for 
righteousness, f«r th^ wo>d of Crod and tei^tknony of 
Jesus €hrist-*particularly for renewing the covenant,* 
an^, in coBfojrmity with its obUgations^ for defending 
ourselves;by anns against the lEsurpation and insup- 
portable'tyranny ef the prekbtes, afid agaidst die most 
upchristian and inhuman oppression <tod persecution 
that ever was enjoined and practised by tulers u^fon 
fubBf innocent,: and jp«aceable subjects ! ' The laws 
establii^ng prelacy, and the. acts, orders, and procla- 
CMitions paade for oompUance herewith, being exe- 
oated against us by military force and violence — and 
we with others, for our simple forbearanoe, being 
fined, confin^, imprisoned, exiled, seoui^ed, stigma- 
tize4r beaten, beund a^^ beasts, and driven unto the 
mountains for our lives, and thereby hundreds of 
fapnlies being beggared, setera^ parishes, and some 

' ^ On the higiding obligation of the Covenants, — How far tke tov^s 
of ft parent are oHig^ato^on a chil3, is a quesfion both dtUcate^uid 
Micult to detenfline. -That, in certain dircurastances, they are im- 
peratire, ia perfectlj dear ;- and national compacts, tows, or cove. 
Bants — by what^er*name t^ey may -be called — entered into by the 
heads of the-pe&pfe, are, in Scripture, considered, as bindinjf upon 
4ie*spcceedii4r^eneratton8, even when the parties have rashly entet- 
^ into tbem, under ^benmsiances of igfnorance, 'delusion, or deceit, 
provided they contain ngtfJiing in «Dppotition.\o the mora} law of 
God^ which is unchangfeable in its enactments, theiigh they should 
contravene extraordinary enunciations of the divine will, as in the' 
case of the covenant betweeiw Joshua and tbb Gibeonites. 
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whole country sides, exceedingly impoverished ; and 
all tfais cither arbitrarily, aod-witiiout any' law or re- 
spect had to guilt or innoeeiwy", or unjustly bcmtrtHry 
to all conscience, justice, and rofSison, t^^ough under 
the pretence ef iniquitous law, and without arty re- 
gard to the penalty specified in the -lair; witile afl 
remonstrati»g against grievances, were they ever ^ 
just and maiiy,^and petitions for redrd^g- beings restrain- 
ed by laws— ihere was n# other iemedy left us but 
that Dfiist of necessary SeTf-presOTvation and ctefence. 
And tills being on« of the* ^eatest. principles of nature, 
warranted by the law of -Crod, scriptural instances, 
and the consent and pmctioe of aH refdrmed churcAes 
and Christian states abroad, and of our own famcnur 
predecessor&at holne-— it eannot, in reason or ju5tic€, 
be veputed a ^rime, ^r eondenmed as rebellion^ by 
any human authority," Then, after lamenting the 
perjury^ backsliding, and breach of covenaait through- 
out the land, the overturning of the work of reforn»- 
tion, the obtrusioil -of .mercenary hirelings into* th# 
ministry, ihe' utu^nersal &qcfd of profanity and Apos- 
tasy from ^axticipating in* the gwift of which they 
ardently prayed to be cleansed, they exhort 'their 
CQuntrymen and fellow-chrfetiMis Ux remember. the 
ejKunpl© of their noble and renowned ancestors, and 
warn thenj not to be offended with the cross of Christ 
OH aocountof their sufferings, and conclude inli strain 
of exhilarating, enimate.d, and b^lieving^anticq»ation, 
almost prophetical — ^^* Though this 4>e ttie day of 
Jacob's .trouble, yet are wa assured t^at when the 
I^ord hath accomplished the tri^l of his own, aad 
filled up the cup of his adversaries, He will awake 
for judgment, plead bis own cause;, aVenge. the 
quarrel' of his covenant, jnake inquiry f#r blood, vitt- 
dicate his people, break ther arm of the wicked, and 
establish the just, for tor hiYn belongeth -judgment aftd 
vengeance ; and though our eyes shall not see it^yet 
A^e believe th^t tha Sun of Righteo«sness shatt arise 
with healing uilder his Wings-»^at hfe will revive 
his work, repair his breaches, buiJd 4he old wastes^ 
and raise up (he desolations." . * 
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Ten were cxcQuteS tcjgethef ; and, on the scafibM, 
tJiefr dying speeches, containing fimHaF-^enttments^ 
werer delivered vith a -high and elevated couragd, 
that excited no cdnimon ^metio'h among the specta- 
tors,' w^jile their ktndlier feelings were ftielted into 
tetid«ness when the two brothers — the GorSone-^ 
vefS thrown off locked ii\ each other's ai^nsr, and 
whose Fast agonies were expressed by the convtksive 
cftisp ora fraternal embrace. • The heads-of The suf- 
ferers were sent to rations parts of the tjountry, but 
t^e lighf hands which they had uplifted at the oath 
of tRe covenant, Were iSent in derision to be affixed 
to the top of Latnark jail. 

Enraged to find that no appearance of a»y p^e* 
meditated scheme' of rebellion could be traced in tfie 
confessions of the late sRifferers, who* aH agreed in 
Assigning as the cause of the rising-, the intolerable 
oppression thfev* endured in soul, body, and estate, 
they determined to ^fick by torture, if possible; some 
plausible cojifession that might afford a colommg of 
justification for the cruelties they j^ere perpetrating 
and determined to pei^trate. AceOrdingty, Nielson 
of Corsack, whose enormous oppression "we hav^ 
already seen, and Hugh MoKail, sr preacher, wfere 
brorfght before the council" on the' 4th of December; 
and the boots, an instnmient whicfh had not been 
used 'in Scotland* for a century, was egaih put in 
requisition. This "infernal machine'* \^as a kind xjf 
b<5x, strongly hooped with* iron, into which the leg 
of the prfeoner was puf, where it was compressed by 
wedges, driven frequent^J^ tiH the bone was crushed, 
and even the martow solnetimes extruded. Nielson 
was'fearfully tormented ; but his- cries* which were 
most piercing, had no effect upon Rothes, before 
whom he was'-examined, who frequently callM for 
<* the other touch.** Hugh McKail, trhose fete pro- 
duced a stronger and more indelible hapifession than 
any that occmred during this period,- was a young 
man •f great promise. ' He had been tutor in the 
family of Sir James Stewart o£ Coltftess, some time 
before the Restoration, when Sir James was provost 
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of £i4mbi^h. lie Vrsa licensed to preach aJ; 4he 
^^^ a^e.of.twenty-ooe^iyl soon beoame so deaers- 
ediy popular^ that he eminently attracted th^ hatred 
of tha.pcelates,tpartici4^rly Sh^rpe^ andr^i^as ferced 
to keep under. .hiding.* Ditring <his time, he went 
to Jiolland, and fe( &W yeai^ ^ttended ong pf the 
Butch Uiuversities, th«n distinguished for tbeologic^ 
litemtare. In 1^64^5, 'fie retipied secretly to his 
father's housQ, wh^se hk regained, tilt, hearing s>i 
the appearance m^ide by the people oS God foj the 
ciQise o( the covenants, he joined them in Ihe west; 
but his tender constitution wsis. unable to J)ear the 
fatigue of their severe toil and pri^vaiiona, imd he 
was, finally, obliged to leave, them near Cramoiid 
Water* On his retiirn home to Libberton^'he was 
seized at- Btaid's Hills and brought to Edir^hurgh. 
Hin limb, also, w^ shajtter^ by repeated strokes o{ 
the mallet; b\it ficoni neither of the two could torture 
extQTt any other fact -than, their oDnJBssioos cpn- 
tjiined. , , . 

Nielson,notw,kh8tanding Uie .treatment he had un- 
dergone, was indfct^cl t<> stand trial on the 10th of 
Secember. Wheij he was placfed at the bar. along 
with other iqur-rMr. Alexander Kobertson, pre^che^ 
who had « been ba^ly betrayed by thei^ Laiyd of 
Moston^ hL$ Mend, to whose protection.he had com- 
mitted himself; George Cmwford, j[n Cumnock; 
John Gordon, Irongray; and John Lindsay, Edin- 
burgh — they were found -guilty upon their own con- 
fessions, and were executed on the 14th, except 
Lindsay, who was pardoned. They all left testimo- 
nies ta similar terms to tht^e who weq^t before^ la- 
menting Ibe defection qf the times, but fejoicipg in 
the hope that God would return and bless his jchurcH 
and people* They -all poinjedly refused the appella- 
tion of rebels, avouched their loyaity to the king and 
the. constitytipn of their country before it was ille- 
gally overtjnrned, and warned their friends not to be 
discouraged because the few wHb had. taken their 
li^es in.their hands had ftdlen before their adversa- 
ries, but to dbound jnore in holiness, prayer, and 
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steadfastness, nothing doubtihg, but tfiat the Lord 
would arise in due time and plead the cause which 
is his own. 

McKail having fevered from the torture, had not 
been tried along with Nielson, and it was thought 
his youth and the torments he had already endured 
would have been deemed sufficient punishment; but 
they knew little the mortal strife of ecclesiastics, 
when power is th^ object, who thus calculated, al- 
though the highest interest was made for him. He 
had insinuated a likeness between the primate and 
Judas — a crime never to be forgiven, for it was true; 
and being recovered so far as to allow his being 
moved, he was carried to court, December the 18th, 
and, together with seven others, indicted for rebelUon, 
found guilty, and condemned. When allowed .to 
answer for himself, he pled the obligations that were 
laid upon the land, and the oath of Grod under which 
they were bound. The last words of the National 
Covenant, he said, had always had great weight on 
his spirit; upon which the Lord Advocate interrupted 
him, and dei^ed him^ to answer to his own particular 
charge. His answer was, " that he acted under a 
solemn impression of the saying of our Lord Jesus — 
* Whosoever shall confers me before men, him shall 
the Son of Man also confess before the angels of 
Grod.^" When the sentence was- pronounced, he 
cheerfully said, with meek resignation — ^^ The Lord 
giveth, and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord.'^ 

His prison hours were enviable, not composed 
merely, but full of joy. . "Oh, how good newsP' 
said he to a friend, " to be within four darys' journey 
of enjoying the sight of Jesus Christ." When some 
women were weeping over him — ^'^Moiun not for 
me," was his i^heering exhortation; "though but 
young, and cut down in the budding of my hopes 
and labour of the ministry, yet my dearth may do 
more good than many years' senjions might have 
done." On the last night of his Ufe, after having 
supped with his &.ther, some friends, and his fellow- 

VOL. I. 17 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 ANNALS OF THE PERSECUTION. 

prisoners, ke burst forth in a strain of animated que- 
ries; among others, " How they who were hastening 
to heaven should conceive of the glories of the place, 
seeing it was written, * Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him!* It is termed a glorious city and a bride; 
but, oh, how insufficient, how vastly disproportion- 
ate, must all similitudes be ! therefore the Scripture 
furnishes yet a more excellent way, by conceiving 
of the love of Christ to us; that love which passeth 
knowledge, the highest and sweetest motive of praise 
— ^ Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory; 
and dominion, for ever and ever, amen!' — ^by hold- 
ing forth the love of the saints to Christ, and teach- 
ing us to love him in sincerity. This, this, forms the 
very joy and exultation of heaven !— * Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour,*and glory, 
and blessing!' Nothing less than the soul breathing 
love to Jesus can rightly apprehend the joys of hea- 
ven." Then, after a while, he added, " Oh! but ijo- 
tions of knowledge, without love, are 'of small worthy 
evanishing into nothing, and very dangerous.'* 

His great delight was in the Bible. Having read 
the sixteenth Psalm before going to bed, he observed, 
" If there were any thing in the world sadly and im- 
willingly to be left, it were the reading of the Scrip- 
tures — ^ 1 said, I shall not see the Lord in the land 
of the living;' but this needs* not make us sad, for 
wherever we go, the Lamb is the book of Scripture 
and the light of that city, and there is life, even the 
river of the water of life, and living springs to delight 
its inhabitants." He laid him down in peace, and 
slept sweetly from ten o'clock till five next morning. 
When he sfrose, he called his companion, John Wo- 
drow, in a tone of pleasantry — ^" Up, John, you are 
too long in bed — ^you and I look not like men going 
to be hanged this day, seeing we lie so long." Some 



oTgitized by Google 



ANNALS OP THE FERSECFTION. 1P5 

time after, he made a striking and peculiarly happy- 
allusion to his own situation, and that of his fellow- 
sufferers — ^'^ Earthly kings' thrones have advocates 
against poor rebels; thy throne, God, hath Jesus 
an advocate for us/* He early requested his father 
to take leave, lest their parting afterwards might dis- 
compose*him, and to retire and pray earnestly that 
the Lord might be with him to strengthen him, that 
he might endure to the end. On the scaffold, a 
heavenly serenity beamed in his countenance. He 
ascended the ladder with alacrity, saying, "Every 
step of this ladder is a degree nearer heaven." Then 
looking down to his friends, he said, " Ye need nei- 
ther be ashamed nor lament for me in this condition, 
for I -can say, in the words of Christ, I go to your 
Father and my Father, to your God and my God.'* 
Just before he was turned off, he burst out into this 
rapturous exclamation — ^^ This is my comfort, that 
my soul is to come to Christ's hand, and he will pre- 
sent it blameless and faultless to the Father, and then 
shall I be ever with the Lord ! And now I leave 
off to speak any more to creatures, and bogin my 
intercourse with God, which shall never be broken 
off. Farewell, father and mother, friends and rela- 
tives — ^farewell, the world and all delights — ^farewell, 
sun, moon, and stars. Welcome — ^welcome, God and 
Father— welcome, sweet Jesus Christ, the mediator 
of the new covenant — welcome, blessed Spirit of 
grace and God of all consolation — ^welcome, glory — 
welcome, eternal life — welcome, death !" Then, after 
praying a little within" himself, he said aloud, " 
Lord, into thy hands I commit my spirit, for thou 
hast redeemed my soul. Lord God of truth !" And 
thus leaving time, was joyfully launched into the 
boundless ocean of eternity. 

The crowd of spectators was immense; and, 
" when he died,** Kirkton tells us, " there was such 
a lamentation as was never known in Scotland be- 
fore, not one dry cheek upon all the street, or in all 
the numberless windows in the mercate place. He 
was a proper youth, learned, travelled, and extra- 
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ordinarily pious. He fasted every week one day, 
and signified, frequently, his apprehension of such a 
jleath as he died; and heavy were the groans of the 
spectators when he spoke his joys in death. Then 
all cursed the bishops who used to curse ; then all 
prayed who used to pray, entreating God to judge 
righteous judgment. Never was there^uch a mourn- 
ful day seen in Edinburgh — never such a mournful 
season seen in Scotland, in any man's memory.'* 

The others Were equally supported in. the last try- 
ing hour,, and cheerfully laid down their lives for a 
cause which they believed to be the cause of God 
and of their country, and which they never doubted 
would ultimately and gloriously triumph. Their 
names were, John Wodrow, a merchant in Glasgow 
^— Ralph Shields, a merchant in Ayr, but an Eng- 
lishman by birth — a Humphry Colquhoun, of whom 
Kirkton testifies, " that he spoke not like ane ordi- 
nary citizen, but, like an heavenly minister relating 
his comfortable Christian experiences-, called for his 
Bible, and laid it on his wounded arm, and read 
John iiL 8, and spoke upon it most sweetly to the 
admiration of all*' — John Wilson, of the parish of 
Kilmaurs, in Ayrshire — and Mungo Kaipo, from 
Evandale. Three of little note, and who agreed to 
some partial compliances, were pardoned. 

While these bloody transactions were going for- 
ward in the capital, a conunission was issued for the 
Earls of Linlithgow and Winton, Lord Montgomerie, 
and Mungo Murray, to hold a Justiciary Court in 
Glasgow, and Sir William Purves, solicitor-general, 
despatched to prosecute. Four of the Covenanters 
were accordingly brought before them, Monday, 
December 17th, all men in humble life — Robert 
Buntine, in Fenwick; John Hart, in Glas^ord; Ro- 
bert Scott, in Dalserf ; and Matthew Paton, in New- 
mills — ^found guilty that same day, and ordered to be 
hanged on Wednesday. They went to the gibbet 
with the same Chri^an fortitude, and evinced, by 
their deportment, that the same peace of Grod which 
had comforted the martyrs in the capital, dwelt also 
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in thenL But the impression which the dying decla- 
rations of the martyrs had made, especially of those 
last murdered in Edinburgh, forbade that they should 
be allowed the privilege of addressing the spectators 
in -a quarter where their solemn testimonies might 
have deeper effect; and when the sufferers attempted 
to address. the crowd, the dnmis were ordered to 
beat and drown their voices — a detestable practice, 
which proclaimed their dread of the truth they were 
vainly attempting to stifle. Rothes himself took a 
tour to the south-west^ accompanied by the Earl of 
Kellie, Lieutenant General Drummond, Charles Mait- 
land of Hatton, and James Crichton, brother to the 
Earl of Dumfries, as a Justiciary commission. At 
Ayr, twelve were tried and ordered for execution ; 
eight in that town, two 'at Irvine, and two at Dum- 
fries. When those at Ayr were to be executed, the 
executioner fleeing, and none being willing to per- 
form the hated office, in this dilemma, the Provost 
had recourse to the shocking expedient of offering 
any of the prisoners pardon, upon condition of his 
hanging the rest of hi^ brethren; and one Anderson 
was found, who purchased a few days' miserable 
existence at this expense; yet even he had to be 
filled* half druRk with brandy to enable him to per- 
form the dreadful ceremony, while the sufferers, 
more to be envied than he, courageously met that 
death which he basely inflicted. 

The conduct of William Sutherland, the execution- 
er of Irvine, stands out in fine contrast with that of 
Anderson. This man, who had been bom of poor 
parents in the wildest part of the Highlands, had 
been seized with an xmcommon desire to learn the 
English language, which, with much . difficulty, he 
acquired ^o well, as to be able to read the Scriptures 
in that tongue. He had acted as conmion hangnian 
in the town of Irvine for sonje time ; when, having 
been converted to God through the reading of the 
Bible^ and the instructions of the persecuted, he scru- 
pled about executing any person whom he was not 
convinced deserved to die. When the Ayr hangman 
17* 
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fled, he was sent for, <)ut would not move till carried 
by force to that town, and peremptorily refused to 
execute the prisoners, because he had heard they 
were godly men, who had been oppressed by the 
bishops ; upon which he was committed to prisoft, 
and flattered, and threatened — ^first promised money, 
then told he would be hanged himself, if he persisted; 
yet nothing could either terrify or induce him to com- 
ply. When they called for the boots, " You may 
bring the spurs too," said Williafti, "ye shall not 
prevail." The provost offered him fifty dollars, and 
told him he might go to the Highlands and live. 
" Aye, but where can I flee from. my conscience?" 
was the pointed query of the hcmest mountaineer. 
He was then placed in the stocks, and four musket- 
eers stood ready with Hghted matches, but the daunt- 
less man bared his bosom, and told them he was 
willing to die; and they finding him immovable, 
dismissed him.* Anderson was also obliged ta exe- 
cute those condemned to ^be himg at Irvme. Um-i 

* Some curioiM interviews took place with Sutherland and <Hie 
White, a curate, of which he afterwards published an account The 
following is a specimen : — "^ Then came one Mr. White, a curate, to 
persuade me, who said to me, * What are jon doing 7 Do jou not 
know that thesQ men are guilty of the sin of rebellioi^, and rebelHoA 
in Scripture is as the sin of witchcraft V * I answered, I know the 
Scripture, it is in 1 Sana, zv. 28. That was Saul's rebellion against 
the immediate revealed will of Grod, in sparing Agog and the 1^ of 
the flocks ; and that it was like that rebellion spoken of in the Israel- 
ites when they rebelled and refused to go to the land of Canaan, ac- 
cording to God*s command, but would have chosen a captain and 
gone back again to Egypt. He then instanced Shemei, who cursed 
David and flang earth and stones at him ; yet David forgave him, 
and much more should the king forgive the Galaway men who re- 
spect and pray for him, and would not let a hair &f his head fall to 
the ground if he were among them.' * • But,' says Mr. White, • David 
was a prophet and a merciful man !' * Ho !' says I, *■ ye will not take 
a .good man for your example, but an ill man ; what divinity b that 7* 
At which, the soldiers laughing, he said in his anger, the devil was 
in me, and that I had to do with a familiar spirit. I said, than he 
wad an unnatural devil, for he was not like the rest of the devils who 
desire the destruction of many, that he may get many souls, but the 
spirit that is in me, will not suffer me to take g^ood men's lives ; so 
at that time Mr. White w^nt away as ashamed." Life and Deda* 
ration of William Sutherland^ j^. 4, 5. Wodrow says of this de- 
claration; I am well assured it is genuine, and formed by himadf* 
vol. i. p. 260. 
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versally detested, he left the country soon after.and 
settled in Ireland, near Dublin, where his cottage was 
burned, and he perished in the flames. The others 
were, pursuant to their sentence, hung at Dumfries, 
whither the Conmiissioner went to endeavour to trace 
the conspiracy; but no other discovery W€is made 
than that the rising had been accidental, and that op- 
pressioft had been the cause. Upwards of thirty-four 
had now been put to death by the hands of the exe- 
cutioner ; yet these executions did more harm to the 
cause of prelacy than almost any other circumstance 
could have done, for the universal detestation 6{ the 
people was heightened in proportion to the fortitude 
and composure of the sufferers, whose dying testidio- 
nies possessed a power and energy beyond that of 
a thousand sermons. 
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JANUARY, A. D. 1667—1669. 

Dalzie^ sent to the Soutii and West^HU cruelty, «nd that of the 
inferior officers — Sir Mun^o Murray — Sir William Bannantyne'^ 
Arrival of the Dutch fleet — Crusade abates — Forfeitures increase 
— Standing army proposed — Convention of estates — Cess — King's 
letter — ^West country disarmed — Sir Robert -Murray sent to Sc^ 
land — Army partially disbanded — Political changes — Bond of 
peace — ^Trials of Sir James Turner and Sir William Bannantyne— 
Field-preaching proscribed — Michael Bruce — John Blackader — 
Attempt upon Sharpe's life — Search for the assassin — Remarkable 
escape of Maxwell of Monreith — Case of Mr. Robert Gray, mer- 
chant — Mrs. Kelso and Mrs. Duncan — Death of Mr. Gillon, min- 
ister of Cavers — Field-preaching and family worship punished — 
Mr. Fullarton of Quivox before the Council — Mr. Blackader pa- 
trols his " diocese" untouched safely — Mr. Hamilton, minister of 
Blantyre. 

The army followed fast upon the heels of the justi- 
ticiary, and the devoted west and south were again 
subjected to military oppression. Dalziel establish- 
ed his head-quarters at Kilmarnock, and, in a few 
months, extorted from that impoverished district, the 
sum of fifty thousand merks, besides what was des- 
troyed by the soldiers in their quarterings through 
mere wantonness and. a love of mischief. Whoever 
was suspected of favouring Presbyterianism, was 
apprehended and brought before the General. If he 
possessed money, the process was short. A private 
examination jwras generally terminated by a heavy 
fine or loathsome imprisonment in a vile dungeon, 
where men and* women were so crowded together, 
that they could neither sit nor lie, and where decency 
and humanity were at once .violated. An instance 
of the summary mode in which Dalziel exercised his 
200 
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authority will show, better than any general descrip- 
tion, the miseries of military rule. David Findlay at 
Newmilns, a plain country man, who had acciden- 
tally been at Lanark when the Covenanters were 
there, but had not joined, was brought before him; 
and, because he either would not, or could not, name 
any of the rich Whigs who tirere with the army, he 
was instantly ordered, without further ceremony, to 
be shot. When the poor man was carried out to die, 
neither he nor the lieutenant who was to superintend 
the execution, could believe that the general was in 
earnest, but the soldiers told him their orders were 
positive. He then earnestly entreated only foi- one 
night's delay, that he might prepare for eternity; and 
the officer went to Dalziel to request this short respite, 
when the ruffian threatened him for his contumacy, 
and told him that "he would teach him to obey 
without scruple." In consequence, there was no 
further delay; Findlay was shot, stripped, and his 
naked body left upon the spot. 

Nor were the inferior officers unworthy of their 
commander. Sir Mungo Murray having heard that 
two cottar tenants had lodged for a night two of 
the men who had escaped from Pentland, bound 
them together with cords, and then suspending them 
by their arms from a tree, went to bed, and left them 
to hang for the night in this torture, which, in all 
probability, would have "finished them before morn- 
ing, had not some of the soldiers, more merciful than 
he, relieved them from their paiirful situation at their 
own peril. Sir William Bannantyne, in Galloway, 
caused even the removal of Turner to be regretted. 
He took possession of Earlston House, which he 
garrisoned, and thence sent out his parties, who plun- 
dered indiscriminately the suspected and those who 
had given no cause for suspicion, whose only crime 
was their property. Some, who could not purchase 
forbearance, they stripped almost naked — ^then thrust 
them into the most abominable holes in the garrison, 
where they were kept till nearly dead, before they 
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were suffered to depart j and one woman, whom tbey 
alleged to have been accessory to her husband^s 
escape, they tortured, by burning matches between 
her fingers with such protracted cruelty, that she 
fevered, and shortly after died; and so great was- the 
universal consternation produced in these quarters 
among the conscientious Pj:esbyterians, that such as 
could get out of the country, fled to foreign parts; 
and those who remained, lurked during a severe 
winter, in caves, pits, or remote unfrequented places 
of the land. 

The arrival of a Dutch fleet in the Frith of Forth 
(April) relieved the afflicted west a. little. Thia 
squadron, which had threatened Leith, and fired a 
few shots at Burntisland, occasioned the collecting 
of the whole troops in Scotland to defend the east^ 
while the success that attended an attack upon the 
shipping in the Thames, obliged the government to 
suspend their cnisades against the Presbyterian here- 
tics, in order to guard their coasts from foreign in- 
sult. At the same time, the exasperation of the 
English, on accomit of their natiorikl disgrace, en- 
abled the king to get rid of Lord Clarendon, a trou- 
blesome minister, whose habits of business, and ideas 
of economy, ill suited the beloved indolence and un- 
meaning, and worse than useless, profusion of his 
master, and whose regard for the decencies of life 
were opposed to the utter shamelessness of his pro- 
fligate court. 

But though relieved, in some measure, from mili- 
tary execution, the property of the Presbyterians 
was reached by a more base and cowardly mode of 
rapine. Heretofore, in cases of treason, the estates 
of rebels could not be confiscated, as the rebels them- 
selves cx)uld not be tried in absence ; and so express 
was the law on this subject that, in a former reign, 
it was deemed necessary to bring the mouldering 
bones of a traitor from his grave, and produce them 
in court, before he <^ould be legally forfeited. The 
Lord Advocate, howeyer, judged it proper to pro- 
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cure the authority of the court, previously to pro- 
ceeding in opposition both to the statutes and com- 
mon practice ; and, therefore, proposed to the judges 
the following query — ^'^WTiether or not a person 
guilty of high-treason might be pursued before the 
justices, albeit they be absent and contumacious, so 
that the justices, upon citation and sufficient proba- 
tion and evidence, might pronounce sentence and 
doom of forfeiture, if the dittay be proven?^' Thd 
lords answered in the affirmative, and established a 
precedent, which was afterwards improved, for for- 
warding the severe measures of a party already suf- 
ficiently disposed to disregard all the ordinary forms 
of justice. All the gentlemen of property who had 
gone into exile, were in consequence forfeited, and 
their estates divided between the rulers and their 
friends. 

Continual dissensions among the Scottish politi- 
cians had been the bane of Scotland almost ever 
since the nation existed. At this period they proved 
of some small service, by diverting, for a short space, 
the attention of the persecutors to their own personal 
affairs. Sharpe, by his duplicity, had incurred the 
displeasure of the king ; and a strong party in the 
Scottish council, consisting of the military officers 
and a'majority of the prelates, were opposed to Lau- 
derdale, whom ftiey still suspected of being too much 
attached to his old friends, and envied for enjoying 
so much of the fa^Dur of the king. This party, to 
secure their ascendancy, proposed to continue and 
increase the standing army, and to enforce the decla- 
ration, imder pains of forfeiture, upon all the Pres- 
byterians, fanatics, or Whigs, whom it was necessary 
tQ extirpate ds incorrigible rebels; whose principles 
were hostile to all good government, and Lieutenant- 
General Drummond, with Burnet, archbishop of 
Glasgow, had- been sent to London to procxue the 
king's concurrence. 

A convention of estates, held at Edinburgh in the 
month of January in order to further these objects, 
voted a cess of sixty-four thousand pounds a month, 
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and, besides-, offered to maii^i^ii all the forces the 
king should think proper to raise.* Lauderdale in- 
stantly perceived that this would give his enemies 
an overwhelming power in Scotland, by throwing 
into their hands the disposal of the forfeitures and 
the army commissions, and he obtained from the 
king a letter which, although it authorized very 
arbitrary proceedings, yet effectually counteracted 
the scheme of his opponents. It empowered them 
to tender the oath of allegiance and declaration, and 
to incarcerate in case of refusal $ it authorized dis- 
arming the gentlemen in the disa^cted shires — 
seizing all sierviceable horses in possession of sus- 
pected persons— ordered the militia to be modeled 
— arms and ammunition to be provided — the legal 
parish ministers to be protected from violence-^ 
and all engaged in the late rebellion, to be crimi- 
nally pursued without further delay. Proclamations 
were in consequence issued for again disarming the 
west and seizing the horses; and no person in future, 
who did not regiilarly attend his parish church, was 
to be allowed to keep a horse above one hundred 
merks value ; but as nothing had been said by his 
majesty abeut forfeitures, the declaration was little 
heard of, and the leading men being changed shortly 
after, the afflicted country obtained a brief ghmpse 
of repose. 

Lest, however, it might be supposed that any re- 
laxation was meant to be shown in supporting pre- 
lacy, a letter was transmitted from court, early in 
May, expressing the royal determination not only to 
encourage and protect the bishops in the exercise of 
their callings, and all the orthodox clergy under 
them, but also to discountenance all, of what quality 
soever, who should show any disrespect or diss^ec- 
tion to that order or. government; and eamesdy re- 
commending to those in power, to give the utmost 
countenance to the orthodox clergy, and to punish 

* A convention of estates differed from a parliament, in being 
convened for one specific purpose, commonly like those for raising 
money. 
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wrevelir any afinmlr pot upim 4ke«^ ^io di# end^^' 
it is*add6d, ^^that they may be^tbe mepe «Mdeai:ed to 
lh«ir pec^e, when they see boric caieful we» and jdl 
ii| av^rity under us, are ef ,theur protec^ion'iA th# 
due ei&ercise^f their palling.'/ The council in 0on^ 
ssquence- issued a proekmaatioil,^ v^ndwing horiters 
and parishioners hahle for all the damages ^^ migirt 
be done to their mimsters, ^gpiiioh,tin the sequel, w^ 
most rigevousiy-e«f<^Feed^ although it- had certaiuiy 
little temleney i^ effect in producmg any sentimentf; 
of ^endearment iii the liveasts #f the peddle towards 
payors who reqiMred such.eminent exertions of royal 
and.magisterial eare. • . . 

Not loBg^ after/ Sk Robert Murray; .diatiflguished 
for lus lov^e of scienceband his moderation of tempet, 
was sent-dowa't^ Scotland to procure, if possible, 
an-accurate acconpt of ilie state of tk^ oonntry. He 
wa9ai thi»time high in the .tH>nfid^»ee of Lauder- 
clule, whose; interest he assiduously pierndted^ end 
'li^ioseT^rtjr^ic esdenttaUy strengthened bynheiuighty 
accession «f character he'l^roilght tluon. The bish- 
ops and^ their party were extremely anxious tohaye, 
above all things, the army continued, and used erery 
method to iiiduce Sir Robert Miuray to coincide 
with them in opinion. BumeC, archbishop of Glas- 
gow, protested that, if the army were disbandeA, the 
gospel would depart out of his dioc«se ; and the Ouke 
of Hamilton said he did not think his life would be 
secure even in foUowiug his sport in Jhe west; wheii 
Tji&eeddale, with msmiy professions of eare for his 
Grace's lifc^ proposed a squadien of the life-guard 
might be sent to quarter on his premises — a mode 
of protection with which the -Duke did not appeajr 
very highly enraptured. But their guardian, Hjfle, 
was in disgrace — an un&vourable peaee ^ad termi^ 
Bated an unsacoessftil Dutch war — and a show of 
temporary moderation, at least, was required by the 
circumstances of the nation. Peremptory ordew 
were therefore sent to Scotland to disband the whole 
army, except two troops of hdrse and -one (Linlith- 
gow's> regiment ofjfoot guard*, \^hioh was accofd- 

VOL. I. 18 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



*M$ J^XVXL9J» THB SffiRSECUTIOir. 

ingly dcde^ to the great jay of the country, bqt modi 
to the distoess of many idlers who had lately bought 
their comHiissioMs&r -die purposes of phmder, aiad 
^jisictere^ a captaincy equal to an estate, although 
moBb^rSf especiafly of the higher «ranks, had their 
losses Qiore*than*eompen0ated by their-rivsLres of the 
'forfeited ^states; * - • * • , 

T, Lauderdale wa^ teo gtiod a politician to. allow the 
pcesent hmmliatioH of his opponents to pass unim- 
proved^ The indolence and dissipation of^ Rothes 
had laid kiifi open to tUe charges of inattentien -cuid 
neglect of duty during, the Dutch visit Ho was 
therefore, as an honoiurable dismissal, made^ Lord 
<}kanceUor preparatory to losing the Oomoiisnoner- 
iSh^» The £M);of Tweedd^e's eldest son, Lord 
Yester, having been married to Lauderdale's only 
daughter .and .preemptive heirei^, his father was 
naiaed, one of the commissionors (^ the treasury 
alo&g with Kincardine and Sir Robert Murray, wh6 
had also been appointed Lord Justicd^erk; an^ 
his party in Xhe privy coiftioil had been still funther 
augmented by the admission of the Earl of Airly, 
Lord Cochrane, and others. The fitsf trial of strengtii 
between the factions, ^a^ upon the important ques- 
tion, how the peace of the country was to be secuxed 
when the an»y was disbanded ? As the same vile 
and mischievou&psystcm of forcing a hated hierux^ 
upon the people wafi determined to be persisted in, 
the, prelates aikl military wece for pressing the de- 
claration aiCCQraing to the king's letter; for althodgh 
they had now no iinmecBate* prospect pf touching 
the money, yet they always had a kind of naturci^ 
propensity to yrga tiie harshest measures, and those 
which woidd promote, rather than appoase, the trou- 
bles of the Ufcnd. The Lauderdale party proposed a 
general pardon and a bond of peace, so moderate in 
its terms, as that it would be either cheerfully taken, 
or render those who refused it inexcusable. The 
contest was long and hotly maintained; and when 
the council divided,-lheir clerk, Sir •Peter .Wedder- 
bum, affirmed that the declarat^n was x^arried ; this^ 
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Sis B^bait. Afuoray dented, and the vole vres 8^>ii 
put, and^agate the clerk aflSrmed a uAjotitf was for 
Hbe declaration; Su* Robert still contended that 4hit 
was not the case^ and therChaneeHor. warmly askings 
if he doHbted the derkVfidelity, Sir Jlobert replied 
he would trust the 'evidences of his own senses b^ 
jG^re any clerk in tfie worlds and insisted that the 
Hiwnes-should be distinctly called, and the yotes ac- 
curately iharked ; when it plainly appeared that a 
ms^rity was ifor th§ h0nd,«whicl^ but for his firm- 
ness, by an. impudent 'shameless fiedsehood >wouUl 
have inevitably beeix lost • * . 

Pursuant to these resolutions; a pardon was-.pro- 
clanoed; but the e^ceptibn»were.so m^merous, that 
it wasjof no av^taanj pefsoawho*pos^(ess&d either 
influeaceor property, and it wds remack#d that aU 
ready more than haH* Ibe number of those who had 
b^en M Pendand, were either exe«uted:or forfeited; 
and those wha were pci^rdoned, wei^ only the persons 
whom from their obscurity it would have been im- 
passible to discover, or frojn their -poverty, fruidess 
to forfeit The bond w«s s^ort, a^d mn thusi — ^< I, 
Jit JB^ do- bind aMd ^oblige me to keep tlie «ublic 
peace,, and not to rise in amis without the'king's 
authority, and that if I fiul I'shaH pay a ye%r*s rent: 
Hkewise, that my tenants and men-servatits shall 
ke^p the public peaee;^ and in case tbey fell, I obiig^ 
myself to. pay for every tenant his year's- rent, and 
fof every servaqt his year's fee. And for more -secUr 
rity, I anrootttent thir presents be registrate in the 
beoks^of cannaL*^ ^Excepting, perhaps, the hardiAup 
of obliging a landlord to bind- himself, for his tenam 
and servant, there does not appear, at first sight, any 
thing objectionable in this obUgation. But -the gov- 
ernment had entirely lost the. confidence of the up- 
right *PresbyierianS,by tjieir unifornuejideayours to 
ensnare theii^coAsc^enciys with* oaths and obligations, 
conl^eived in genersil terms, to which a double mean- 
ing* was attached^ and which, when any dispute 
arose, they insisted should alwg,ys.be luylerstood 
according to die sense the administrators of the oath 
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inp<Ke€l4ipoa it. Now this bond tras- oow^hibted 
ia* the usiftbl ^hanaer,* and the expressions^^-^-keep 
Ibe f>iibUc ^eoce^ and not rifiong in -arms'^^-w^re the 
ambigaoiAsr piHrased^*and immbers i^ftksed to sign, 
HiSi&ss aOoPreA to es^laul'that l)y these expressiong 
^Imeff were not te be understood as-binding themselves 
to support the prelatical leligion', to attend their 
cburdies, and desert the psead^Bg of the gospel h^ 
their ovm muiisters, or aeknowledge the doctrine Of 
passv^e ob&dience. Man^ pan^hlets were printed, 
and HMich-dieeussionHook -place upmi .liie subject ; 
but the bond being soon laid eyside, the ctotroversy 
became-uninlfortant, except in so far as" succeedkig 
evenWplaialy showed that*the objections to tHebond 
were<npt utimeaaiiig. ecrtiples, aiMlHhat* those who 
lefosed to^ignj-inct^ from a complete knowledge 
df the penKHis with whom they* were "deaiiog, who 
Woidd*aHow of mo^ interpretation inconsistent wilh 
entire, implieity uiicondttiwial submiission. The pro- 
damatioa for idisarmitig the west was ako in part 
recaAedy and <>rders^4ssued for arestraining 1^ inregtr- 
Utrities^f suck soldiers as were kept in pay — a num-' 
ber o^gefttlesoen who had been impzisofied in 1665 
wepe lifoerated^-^nd the year olosed with the nUuai v^ 
psoi^ect jrf A -deoeitfdl esSxh,* 
' [1668.] Gvesi expectations were^ntbrtained that 
some legal protectk>n might be again enjoyed by the 
hamssed Presbytciians, as* during -last y^ar a oom- 
xrtissien 4iad arriyed fropi the king to luring Sir James 
Turnei: to trjal fer4iis tyranny and opprei^sion in the 
S(9Uth. -But it soon s^mf^&l Hiat whateyer jnight 
hayQ jcaosed the act -of justice, it was no sympathy 
for the sufferings-of the " Pknatics.," The extortions, 
hanu5sings,-imprkonmeDt6,«ad other disupges against 

* In December, "N:4)htali, or the Wrestlings of Ae^Chnrch o£. 
llcotland," written Yfy Sir James Stuart of Goo^reesJ and Mr. James 
StirIifi|f,<Brintster ofPaislfiy, wis*ord^ed U be Buried' by £he hands 
of t^e hangman, lund alhwlio ha^ji copies of It after that datb Co be 
severely fined — a very foolish hilt not imcommon jnode oC publicly 
confessing that a. book is unanswerably. Hop^yman, bi^op of Ork- 
liey, ailem]pted to answer ft, which produced i^ able reply by Sir 
Jlunos-^** Jui popidi vindiottum!" 
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Kt Jamet^were eadly establiriiai; bvt it did not- €cp- 
pear that he had either acted without or beyond*- 1^ 
mstruetioiiSy Ofr appropriated randi of the spoil for 
Jiimself, and he was only dismissed-the sendee, while 
those he haul robbed received no CDimensation. Sir 
William Bannan^e^s Mai foUoweeL* The accusa- 
^ns against him wete more atrociotis, torturing and 
rape bek^ offered to be proved in addition to phto- 
der and rapine. . But, perhaps, Vhat was his most 
iiidefensible crim^, he could not account for the mfo- 
neys he liad received. He-Was* therefore banid^ed 
and fined, in two hundred' pounds sterling-^ gentle 
sentence foe such conduct^ Litde read relief was 
however afforded to Presbytenans, whose principles 
would not bend te the times/or to those who,- at the 
risk of reputation, property, Ub^rty, or life itself, re- 
fused to 8K>stain from preaching the go^>el Itr their 
feUow-^imi^rs, 'ot those who* would not consent te 
forsake the worship of €rodj or leavfe his ordinances 
dispensed by his H)inisters — lo attend on a profana- 
tion of all sacred servioe by hirelings -who were-^ 
acareely even the disguised — enemies oTthe cross 
of Christ. In proportiofi as lemty wa^ exercised t6 
others, so much the more was hatred evinced towards 
nunisters and those who frequented conventicles. 

Hitherto there had beett but few field-meetings, 
yet*pieaching and exhortation in private houses, 
b{ims^-and*olher convement plaees/httd been very 
ck>raiilon tod welt attended ; and, from the concimmig 
testimony of all who weve aecUstemed 4o frequent 
tiiem, who have ieft any reeord, the Spirk of Gt>d 
seems in.aB eminent manner to have Messed these 
calunAniatedy despised, and persecuted assemblies.t 
In » letter from* the Mng, January 1^, whidi settles 
the meaning of ^ the.p«blic peace," these meetmg^, 
vnudfk were pecuHariy obnenous to the bishops and 
• , ' • * * • ' - 

* He' went aftQjrwardB to Um knr iseantgr, 9Md vu» kitted 1^ a 
cannon'.bajl at the sieg^ of GnCVe, wl^ich <lrove^akH>^ ^V^ .^fbis 
body-- a'hiode oiiStA he6ad been oecnstonMd fo InidMealc upon 
ininsdC : . • . . . ' t 

t Menoip^f ft«s«r ^f Brte, ^ 196-T. 
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curates, aie thtii ^inted ont to the* lietiee of* the 
eidUMcil: — ^< We most eq»ecially xecommead to you 
to U6Q all possible means «u!id endenvotus for preserve 
lag the public .peace under our authority^ and with 
special care to ceimtenance and maintain Episcopal 
goirenunent, which iA all the kii^gdom we will modt 
inviolaUy protect and de£md. .¥ou mustby aU means 
restrain the gatherings of .the people to' eonVenticles, 
which are iiideed rOrylezvouses o/r,ebeilionj and exe- 
cute tiiie laws severely agsdnst the fingleaders of such 
fectien and scha^n.^^ The council, with prompt obe- 
dienee, appoint^ any ef their numb^ to grant war- 
xants.foreeising and haling to prison all << outted" 
ministers and qthers who '^uld keep unlawful -con^ 
rocations; and the Earl of Lmlithgow^ commander 
o£ 1^ few fo0ees,«was directed to dLadtribnte them 
o^rer ^ country in such manner as might «tie eakula- 
led most easily to dissipaite these ilKk^t concerns. A 
Qompany* of foot was, in consequence, ofde^ed'^to 
lie at Dumfiries ^'another wil^ &&fien horse, at Strath- 
aftren, in Cly^sdale ; forty troopers at Kikyth ; two 
c&mpanies -and fifteen horse at Glasgow f one com- 
pany ai Dalmelhi^^n ; and a Jast at Cunmock, in 
Ayrshire. 

To stimulate their exertions^ and still further «1d 
endear" his beloved prelates to. the Ue^s, the king, 
on the 25th July^i^equires them to^ rid the kingdom 
of all seditioMs-pceachers or pretended «iinisters who 
ba4 kepjt conrentides. or gathered people to the fields 
sinoe January bust ; ^ fer we 4o<dc on 'such,'' he adds, 
<< as the great di9lurbeis of the peace and perverters 
of the people." And the oouncH ui^ed their officers 
to be upon the alert.; even Tweeddale, wh<5 was 
genesally suppHed fh^^tdlyio th^ Presbyterians, or 
a^ least moderate j wa» no^lcss^anxious than -his asso- 
ciates tojprevent or extinguish the light of the gosjftel 
wjiich from these conventicles was spreading over 
the cotmtff.. ;in writtaj^to the E^l of I^inlithgow, 
He ^ySr^^TjJigJordshiJ? JcfiQ^r* th% counsel's dei^ 
reachith forder then t<5 inake them peaceable when 
the rod is over their h«ad, which I beli^e^o* lord- 
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rfnp wHl follow as fitr.as poi^ble ; for, iff Hlber be not 
som of thes turbulent peopel catched, all is in raym: 
wheh they are ebassed out of one plsree, they will 
flie to another :^br -God's sake, therrfor, endeavour 
by all means possible to learn wher they haunt and 
wMther Ihey are gon;'' and then he advises the 
eoHVXLander eoh>n«l^eommai:Miaiit to send parties << to 
oatch them wher they can be had, wer k one hundlred 
ilills-off, especJistlly Mr. Michael Bruce/' 

Michaw Broee^ thus denouncetf, W€us of the ficmi- 
W of Airth,' so highly and deservedly esteemed in 
the annals of the H^ormation, himself, •& worthy, 
useful, and* affection^Ke -preacher/' • He had be«i 
driven from Ireland, ^here he h&d been settled, and 
was now zealously and boldly preaching in Stirling- 
'ehireto large auditories, generally in houses, but 
occasionally iu ,the fields, and had " presumed afcso 
tp- baptize and administrate the sacraments without 
any lawful warrant," he was therefore pursued by 
the soldiers as a wild beast, and -at last surpfised, 
wq\mded, and' takBH prisoneVk *Aft^ his wounds 
wtjfuld allmv of his* being" moved, iie was. brought 40 
Bdinbnrgh iemd sentenced to banishment, but^ on his 
bfNng sent to London^ his sentence vrsUb altered, and 
Jie \ttas ordered to, be carried to Tangier* in Africa. 
He, hewever, obtakied the fa«royrof being permitted 
to retire secretly to Irefand. -S^eral of the other 
"outted" ministers were Iflcewise ordered to prison*, 
and some fined for similar misdemeanomrs ; numbers, 
however, in Fife, in the . north, and e^en in Edi*\* 
bupgh,* laboured with much success, while ^^ Mr. 
Blftckader and his accomplices" Were not iess assidu- 
ous in their visits to ihe west^nd itt-the soiHh. 'Proc. 
fesslens -of greater indulg^ce fo the fresbyterian 
ministers were^* notwithstancKng these proceedings, 
held out to them by Tweeddate, who had -had intdr- 
^ewtf and made proposals to se-wral -of the most 
eminent then imder. hiding, when axr unfortunate 

^.I^kton, Weleh, Blaak&4q4«J)<wiald Oar^ and mii^ oth«9» «t 
ihtb tiaie resid^ in the cap^a) for months together, and secretly 
exercised their ministry. 
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cixcumstajiee piit an €nd to aU.hope of fa'vtour lor. the 
present. ' 

James Mitchell, a preacher, who- had been at Pent- 
land, jBuad was by name -exempted from the indemni* 
ty, considering Sharpe the prime instigator of all -the 
calamities bis coimlYy had endured, and was enchu^ 
ing, as well a&the a«ltho^€^ his- osKrn^sclusion. from 
pardon, and -having heard of his keeping- up the 
king'§ letter tiU the- last six were executed- at Edkl- 
burgh, determined to fre€J the landiromsudh a »on- 
ster, whom he .viewed in the light of an enemy 
whose lift he. had a right to take in self-defence, as 
well as in the serviee of his country i* In pursuance 
of this resolution, be waited ibr the •primate,. July 
1 1th, at tjie head of Blackfriar^i^ Wynd, where his 
honsQ was, on purpose to effect it-, and having ai-' 
lowed' hkn to be seated in his ^d^acb? deliberately 
walked up *and fired at him, but Moneyman, bishop 
of Orkney, who was ki the act of getting up, received 
the a*iot, by which his arm was shattered, and Sharpe, 
for the present? escaped. Mitcfiell, after firing, walk- 
ed away cooHy, and -turning down NiddryVWynd, 
went thence to StevenJaw% Close, shifted Ws clothes, 
and returning to the High Street, without being dis- 
covered, mixed witji the multitude,wha bad-collected, 
but who were gindng themselve» very Uttle conc^n 
about the matter^ when they heard that if wa« only 
a bishop that had been shot 

Immediately the hue and qfy was raised — ^the city 
gates were shut^—thje magistrates were ordered to 
make strict search after WHigs m tha city or subnrbs 
— the constables were called out, and a hundired 
soldiers sent jto assist. ^em. The town being con- 
sidered a place where those- who were proserlbned 
could best conceal themselves, -several of this de- 
scription were* then sftcpetly residing there, -and Aiad 
narrow escapes^ none of the least renwirkabla of whkb 
was that of Maxwell u>f Menreith. 

Being unacquainted with the town when the 
Search began, he dcme runningf'to Nicol Molftit^a 

» Vide Testimony, Naphtali. 
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^taHerin the* Horse -Wyfid, and begged him to con- 
ceal him, foF he 'knew of no belter. "Alas!'' an- 
swered Nicd^ *^ there is not a «aie ©orner -in my 
bQUse." But there ^as an empty meal-bar*el that 
stood at the l^ad ot a table in his ]^blic room, and 
h€^ added, if he chose to go-in Ihere, he xvould -put 
soipetbing over and cover him. There was no alteis 
native, and -in Mr. Maxwell went. Scarcely was 
be out.of fiight, -when a constable arrived, with a 
band t)f soldiers, and demanded if theref ^e»e «nf 
Whigs there B" " Ye may look nnl see,"* replied Ni- 
cy)! carelessly,, and the. constable, deceived l^y lus 
manner, proceeded * up further ; -but, being thirsty, 
(^led £^ some ale for his party, and 4;hey s^t down 
9l .the tabl^.. While, drinking, they began talking 
about,their fruitier search, whern. one said he l&nev( 
there wefe many Whigs in town^and he did not 
doubt but there were some not far distant, to which 
another anSwered with an oath, knocking at the 
saa^e time qu the head of ihe barrel, "-there may be 
ope below this ;'* but they wete restrained freih-lift- 
ii|g the Ud ;-aad wh^n they bad &tiished their pota- 
4ons, they w^nt quietly away. 

Others "w^re not, however, so' &rtunate. Thcs^r- 
vant girl of a Mr. J^obect-Gray-, a merchant in Edtn- 
burgh and a -godly man, h^^ing qnaH-elled with her 
nfistres6,<mt of revenge went to Shaipe, and loM hint 
that there-they would find a receptacle x>f Whig*, and 
might discover the assassin, on. which Mr^ Gray was 
l^rougbt before the council. Conjeduring what his 
aerYant might hav<6 told, he at*-once 4nformed4hem 
^t Major Learmont, Mr. WeL^,«uid a Mfs. Dtin- 
cao, a minisfter's ^v^dow, had dined with him not 
long Kefdre ; but with regard to the assassin ke knew 
Botliing. The a'dvoeate . then going up familiarly, 
aft^ a short conversa^oi^ took the ring off his finger, 
telling him he had use for it, .and dispatched a mes^ 
sengpr of his own. with it to Mrs. Oray to tell her 
that her tHieb^ud had discovered all, and sent this as 
a token that sh^ might do .the eame. Deceived by 
this t]?iek, wortby^^of the Inquisition, she Ibequainted 
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them that Mr. Welsh ^sometimes lodged with Mrs, 
Kelso, a rich widow, kad preached in her house, and 
also where Mrs. Bunoait was to be found. Mrs. 
Gray and hec two female ixiejids were immediately 
sent to prison, ftnd^soon after brought ^ before the 
council, when Mra "Kelso wAs fined fiVe thousand 
merbs and hanished to the plantaMonsw Mrs. Oun- 
ean also was sentenced to banishm^^nt, and- only 
esc£^ed tortiife by Rothes obserring, it was not cus- 
tomaiy fbr gentlewomen to* wear boots.^' After a 
long Gonfinementy ttte sentence of banishment was 
relaxed ; but Mr. Gray felt so keeiiiy^ from Slaving 
been the innocent cause of so much suffering, that hj5 
sicken04 and died within a few days. Mr. G^ion, the 
^^-.outted" mmiister of Cavers, likewise naet his death 
upon this occasion in a very inhuman manner. Ife 
luui retired to Ciirrie, a few piles from Edinburgh^ 
for the benefit of his health, where, being apprehend* 
ed about njidnight by two or three rascaUy soldiers^ 
who pretended to-be searching fer the bishop's assas- 
sin, te. was forced, in sport, to run brfoBe them a di^h 
tance of nearly four nwles to the West Port, whete, 
after he had arrived, he. was kept standing for some 
hours in the open ai^ befer^ he qouM obtain admis- 
sion, and thea was sent to lodge in a cold jail. Ne^ 
day, on being brought before the council, he was pe- 
cognized and dismissed^ but he did not survive tlte 
treatment he bad received above forty-eight hours. 
During tlJis year, to compensate for the loss of the 
regulars, the miMtia were modelled, properly officered, 
and prepared for service — a circiunstance whidi, a& 
it was a time of {profound peace, might hav^ createSl 
some UMSgivings respecting any alteration in.tl^ plans 
ef government 

[1669.] Elatt€^ngthenftselves«till with the resum- 
ing favour of government, the mimsters pursued titieir 
prohibited labours, and conventicles continued lo in- 
crease, while the cotmcil, impelled on by tlte repeat* 
ed injunctions from the king and solicitations of the 
pvelates, not unfrequently forgot their professions of 
moderation) and proceeded to^act6,-whidi might hav# 
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dtl^>eHe!Q'the dehision. GonrenticlesfiHmd no mercy. 
The magistirates of burgh*- were how made re^onsi- 
bte for any that mig^t be- held vithln their boonds^ 
aiMl early this year, the civic rulers of the capital 
were fin^d fifty poqnds sterling, because ^^ Mr. David 
Hume, late minister of Coldingham, took upon him 
tojpreaiQh in the house of Widow Paton oh the last 
Sunday of February^ — a ciicilimstsknce, it is highly 
probable, the w6rthy provost and bailies had never 
heard ef till they wefe summoned to pay for the -ex- 
ercise. An act pf "council Mnmediately folieweijl, pro- 
hibiting every person from having their children 
baptii:ed by any other thwi the Episcopal clergy, 
under the penalty^ to an heritor, of the fourth part of . 
his valaed rent — -a. tenant one hundred poimds Scots 
and six wefeks*. imprisonment^— and a cottar twenty, 
and tlie same. To enforce this tiecree, the militia 
wpre'to be employed in seizing the disobedient, 
and ordered to loe supported by tiiem, while on Ihjs 
service, at 'the rate of one shilling sgid sixpence ster- 
ling; esteh man,>€uid three shillings each officer pec 
day; at the same4ime, collectors of fines were ap» 
pointed to take eare that the whole penalty was^ex- 
acte^ ; and among these, it is somewhat ludicrous to 
observe the Earl of Nithsdate, a papist, required to 
see a measure faitfifully executed, the prc^essod 
intention of which was, to prevent the growth of 
popery, then it seems lamentably on the increase^— 
an increase the coimcil had the effrontery to aver, was 
owing to the frequency of field-preaching. 

The archbishop of Glasgow, whose jurisdiction was 
grievously annoyed by these pests,. -wis peculiarly 
vktileHt inhis oppQ5ition,-prevailQdupon L^rd Coch- 
rane (created Earl of Dundonald next year) to bring 
before^a committee at Ayr, eleven ^ministers* of that 
Strict who had been guilty of preaching and bap- 
tising irregularly. Upon examination, the oommitlce 
Vere inclkied to dismiss them, but his lordship insist- 
ed upon Aek Being sent to Edinburgh. There they 
iP«re examined l^fore a committee of the privy 
eouncil, and acknowledged that ^ey .had -allowed 
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olbe», be^es ftose-af -tlieir oirn beusefaokts/to asCr 
tend When they won^pped God in their &iB|lies anjA 
expounded the Scriptures, but none of them had heem 
giulty of the enormity of field-preaebing, and, all pro* 
xnised to demean themselves peapeably^ as they.had 
hitherto done, and to give no just ground Oif offeojcew 
Their. brethren, iirho were aware that ten^oriz\pg 
would serve Utde piurpose, were dissatisfied .that ttuiy 
had not asserted their indefeasi];»le right as lyunisters #f 
Christ to preaoh his gospel; and they appear to <ha¥e 
been ^nvinced thai they had acted too faintly in hia 
ttause, for when jthey were called to receive seuten^, 
Mr. Fullarton, the ** outted" minister of St. Quivox, 
ix^ name o£ the rest^addressed the {Chancellors After 
reminding him of the unshaken loyalty which the 
Presbyterian mimsters- had displayed towards bis 
majesty in his lo west * estate, and the unlooked for 
return they had poet with, he added — ><<But'ao^ 
s^ng we have received 'our mini^ry .from Jesiis 
Christ, anc^ must one day give an account to our 
Master how we have performed the same, w» dare 
have no hand in the least to imminbter ourselves; 
yea^ the word is like a fire in our bosoms seeking Vgr 
vent ; and seeing^ under, the fosce of a command for 
authority, we have hitherto ceased fr«m the public 
exercise of* our ministry, and are wearied with foiv 
bearing, we therefore humbly supplicate your lord- 
ship, that you w^uld i^sA with th# ]dng'» majesty on 
our behalf, that at least the indulgence granted to 
others in our way within his 4<)i3Qinicm9, may be 
granted tonis." Then, after requesting to be defiver- 
ed.ftom the oppressive tyranny of theii: collector of 
the fines, a Mr. Nath^tniel Fyfe, whom Xirkton styk»s 
^ a poor advocate, and alloyed td one of the bishops,,^' 
he concluded by telling him i^ would be ^o maiter of 
regret- when he entered eternity and <€tood befoM 
Christ's ^tribunal, that iie- had acted-as s, repairer of 
breaches in his ehurch. The council wasL crowjie^} 
and very attentive, but the ministers were only excu»- 
ed^or the tkne, and straitly charged in futuie to alv 
stain ftom similar practices, on paim oif being visited not 
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only for any new, bMt likewise Tor their oM tams- 
gressi&ns^, anti the same day^ proclamation -was 
issued, strietly foAidding aU conventicle%-aad ren- 
dering Alt tha heritors in the "western shires liable to 
a fine of fifty pounds sferiing for every such meet- 
ing, on •pretence, of religtoHs worship, as should be 
kept in anjr h6uses orlands pertaining to them. 

*How Mr. Blackader escaped, is aslonishing, for 
during this year he seems fo ha^e been -the niost 
active of all the ministers, uswell as the boldest. ^ In 
the H!onth of Jannaryv he preached publicly at Pw- 
wick, and continued labouring in the west, tiU^liis 
over-exertiQns,.more suited to the earnest desires of 
the ^ople than his bodily strength, produoed an tll- 
nes$ which confined Kim for «everal weeks.* When 
recovered (June) he Went again to biS ** diocese,*' 
rofind by Jiorrowstownness, where he eslablished a 
congregation hud secured to them^he freedom of im* 
diiStorbed worship, through the Interest of.his relaitiott 
Major Hamilton, who was ther Duice's baiiie of rega- 
lity, and lived at Kinniel House. ■ At the re^juest of 
the XadieS'Blanfyxe^ Pollock-, and Dundonald^ -he 
preached to large auditories, sometimles not fewer 
thin two thousand, in Livingstone, he administer- 
ed the Sacrament of ^he Lord's Supper, and the^^- 
ampl^ was«followed in fifteen or sixteen adjacent 
pan^^. • The preaching of the gospel 'and 'dispen- 
sation of the ordinances were attended With such 
blessed effect?,, that* if was no wonder '^he- enemy 
raged. \Jpen a* humiliation day,4n the mutrof Liv* 
ingstone, the ^ur ministers who were to preach call- 
ed aside several of- the gravest and most sa^cious 
men of the bounds, and^inquired at them what wer» 
the mo^ reprovable Mns Ihey observed as necessary 
to be-confessed unto God in these bounds, an4 wh^re- 

• i'Monej frequently was qfkred Wm fbr. bearing accidental ex- 
peiMes. Seireral genUemen contributed sums, and collections were 
made om purpose, but he uniformly declined r^ceivin^ any doi^ition, 
*fsA bis miniBtry might bear tha in^tutation of a covetous and pec- 
mxAq^ syiriU or the enemy have :0«casioa to reproach thfir. cause 
M if money made them ejiger to preach.*" — Crichton*$ Mem, of 
Blackader, ^l^ 
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oi tbe pd^ple weretq beadmouu^dd t^al H^ey might 
the*bdtter know how to carry on the fellowiag wofla 
of the^.^ay; the Hien/£^r a deliberatei painie^ an- 
swered, as -to public scandals and every^kiadof -pio^ 
fanity, they eoHM not seiy- much, for they had not 
heard of any «itbreaki«^ pf foripcation, adultery, 
or dnmkenRess^ scarce thesasey^ui years pa^t, in that 
;^rish or in Seyeml paries about,- since the puMic 
preaching of the«f ospet had broke up amoRg the^n. 
- • Aboitt rtie same time, Mr. Hamiltoh,tbe « outted'* 
wnister of Blantyre, was apprehended and sent to 
Edittburgh to answer .to the council for holding a 
eonventicle in his o^m house in Glasgow. Being 
asked how many hearers were in use to attend" bi^ 
meeting, he archly answer^d^ that fbr Jhese^ severjil 
years' past the pocMr ministers of Christ who were 
forced from their flocks, co^ld* with difficulty sqpiiort 
tlnmfelTei-und famines, and could neither hire pal* 
aces nor castles^ They migjit then easily judge lyh^ 
kind of hoioes'tbey were able to rent,-and whether 
Ihey cottkl hold large companies. His reply to whe- 
ther athers than his~family were presej3$,AvaJft eq^a^y 
pointed — ".My lords, I have ^either halberte nor 
guards to keep any out?' . One of the pAembers wiK> 
th^ght-his sarcasms bore hard on the archbisho]^, 
reminded him of the favour he had got fsom Jiis lord- 
ship, in^bem^^ermitt^ to remain- so long in-Olas* 
gow. 'f^t^ot 00 much," retorted Ae prisoner, "as 
Pai^- get iirom a heathen persecuting Emperor, lor 
he dweltwtwo whole years in .his eiwri hir^ Ifwise, 
and redeived aU that- came in unto him^' preaching 
Ike kingdom of God, and teaching those things, that 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ«with all confidence, 
no tiaan fosbidding him', but botH t^e honest people 
of Glasgow and mysell have be^ often threatened 
with^violence if we^oid^ not forbear." Finding them- 
selves no match at thia species of interfogation,'the 
council demanded if he was willing to give bpnd to 
prescch no more in that way. He replied, he hiyl 
got his- commission 'froitt Christ, and would noV vol- 
untarily restrict himself, whatever he might be forced 
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to Aok " An* where got yon that commission ?" asked 
the Chancellor. ^ In Matthew 28th chapter and 1 9th 
-verse, Go teach and baptize/' " That, is the apos- 
tles' commission/' rejoined Rothes; *^an' do you 
set up for an apostle?" "No, my lord," said Mr. 
Hamilton, "nor for uny fe jftraordinary person either; 
but that place contains the commission of ordinary 
ministers as well as of extraordinary ambassadors." 
\yhen again aidced, if he would give assurance thjit 
he would neither preach nof exer(3!se worship any 
where but in his own house, he repeated his refusal, 
and was sent tc^ prison, wbere he lay jtiil Mis' health 
befcame so much "impaired that. Ins-brotherj Six Kob- 
ert 6amiltdn4>f Silyertoun Hill, made interest and 
got hkn-released, he-giving bend ofa thousand if^erks 
to compear when calted. , 



1. • • • 
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JULY, A. D. 1669—1670. • 

An ii^al^ifCQ pig:>poasd-*-P|Ei:tiA% accepted b^ the ministeiji-^lV^* 
-Hijtchison^s address — Proclamatipn a^aiast l^o^e wko refused it 
— Archbishop of Glasgow's remonstrance — Parliament assert the 

* kind's supremafey-^Vote the milifia, and a security fbr oirthodex 
■ mioiflteri — FieM-meeting in'Fifb-'Difference. betwreea. Presbj. 
terians. and prelatists in doctrine aad teaching^Curates disturbed 
—Lecturingf forbid —Compromising ministers — Success of the 
gt>spel~Remarkab1e meetutgs at the Hill of Bath, &.c.^>Rage 
of the Pnmate---Stran^ escape of four prisomecs. 

A STATE of things so incoogntovs could not long 
exist. An immense majority of, the population, in- 
cluding almost all \irhe had any pretensions, to reli- 
gion, were decidedly inimical to the Episcojialian 
mode' of worship* The dmrches of the curates we>e 
deserted, and Ihemselves despised, while the exerci- 
ses of the Pr^^ytef ian ministers were attended by 
crowds. Harsh methods had been used, and h^ 
but exasperated the evil. Tt was, therefore, now 
proposed to try what more lenient measures would 
produce, and an insidious indulgence was resorted to, 
by which it was hoped, that the "fanatics" ought be 
divided among themselves, or cheated into copipH- 
ance. with a modified Episcopacy. Accordingly, 
Tweeddale having privately consulted* with Messrs. 
Robert Douglas and John Stirling, late ministers ^f 
Edinburgh, prevailed with them to diaw up a letter 
or petition, which he. carried with him to London,* 

• Burnet claims this service fbt a letter of his own. " I being 

there (summer 1669) at Hamilton, and having got tha best infor- 

mation of Ihe stat^ of the country that I could, i;dth t leog account 

of all I had hear^K to the Lord Tweeddale, wad concluded U with 

220 
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itdMve » simiiar srystem of coffonage was cskriTing on 
by X/hmrles . himself witfi • the non-conformists, -aiiA 
eMily obtained from the king* a letter of indirigence. 
By it the coupcil were authorized to appoint 6o many 
of tko ministers ejected by the Glasgow -aoC^ 1&62, as 
had Hv^ peaceaWy, to return t« ttieir former chjirges, 
if unfiUed^np, and to allow patrons to present to other 
vsecaot parishes mieh <ui they should approve. Those 
p{ them who shoiild take coUocationiromtiie bishop, 
and keep pfesbyteries and synods,^ be entitled to 
their foU stipends; those who would not take coUo- 
catiou to h2Hre only the glebe, manse, and a mod€- 
mte aUofwanee; and such as refused to attend tl^e 
presbyteries and synods^ 'to h% confined within the 
boqads of their parishes. But- none were to admit 
as hei^Fen^ in. their. eongr^;ations, nor as participa- 
tors oTthe ordinances, any persons from the neigh- 
boaring parishes, without the consent of- their «wr 
parson. The ministers net thus provided for, weve 
to be allowed, o«t of the' stipends ef the vacant 
chtnrehes, an annual. pension of four hundred merks, 
BO long as* they continued to behave themselves 
peaceably. This indulgence limited as it- was, Wjub 
by no means acceptable to the prelale*Ss party. The 
eouHseHorr long contested it at the board, and the 
bishops, with sOtae ef "the. orthodox clergy,'^, had 
private meetings to oppose it ; but Sharpe, wiio un- 
derstoodthe siibject better, is said to have advised to 
make- no objections to its publication,- but. to throw 
every -obstacle in the way of ks suocess, by clogging 
it in every posi^ble manner with requiremente, to 
which he kniBw.ihc Presbyterians could not consist- 
ently subraifcr-a line of conduct which his party 
followed, and which ultimately gained- its otgect. 

aq advice to put. some •£* the more moderate ©f the Presbytcrtans 
into the vacant churches, Stt Robert Murray told 'me the Ic^Jter yra,B 
80 well Hked that it was read to the IsAng. Such a letter would 
bav« sifdlfied nothing if Lbrd'Tweeddale had not beui flxed4n the 
same notion. So ny pianoiples and zoal for Che oharah.and I 
know not what besides, were raised to makc^niy advice sigjdfy 
somewhat V-/K»t, ¥ol. i. ». 413. 

• 19* 
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Meanwhile, k ^was referred to a ^i^nntlee, ••iv 
posed of the tw<> archbishops, the Duke of HamiUon, 
the Earls of Argyle, Tweeddale, Kincardine, Sind 
DundonaW, with the officers ©f the Grpwn, and the 
Lord of Lee, to carry- his majesty's pleasure 4nto 
effect,, and on the 27th July, , ten minisster^ w^re 
nominated-ta various places. - '• 

M first the treacherous boonwae not perotived 
l)y.nMiny» excellent "oatfed" fninisters ii^ its naked, 
defbrmkf . They thought that it opened* for them a 
door to preach the gospel, of whidi ^ey were anx- 
ious to evail themselves, and imagined that by- ex- 
plicitly avowing their sentiments when ^ey accepted 
t^eir appointments, they would exonerate their con- 
sciences and satisfy -their brethren. Accordingly, 
when these ten were broijght before the.coiyacit, and 
received their allcftments, -accompanied with injunc- 
tions, Mr. George Hutchisoni latfe one of tho ministers 
of Edinburgh) transported to Ihrine; thus spoke:— 
" My lords, I am desired m the name of nay brethren 
present, to acknowledge in ill humility and thankful- 
ness, his majesty^ royal favour, in granting us liberty* 
and the public exercise of oiu: ministry, after so long 
a restraint,Hand to return thanks to your lordships for 
having been pleasecj to make 4is, the unworthiest of* 
many of oiir brethren^ sa early partaken* of the same. 
We having lecelved our rpinis^.froni Jesus CSarist, 
with full prescription* from iiihi for regulating us 
therein, must, in thoiiiseharge thereof, be accountable 
to him; and as there can be nothing more desirable or 
refreshing to us upon earth, than to have free liberty 
of .the exei?cise of our ministry ,. under the protection 
of lawful SMithority-^the exceUent-ordinance of G^- 
and to us most dear and precious-^-«o we purpose and 
resolve to behave ourselves, in the discharge of the 
mihistiy, with, that wisdom andt.pWdence which be- 
coinesTaithful ministers of Jesus Christ,gfcnd to demean 
ourselves towards lawful authorTty--notwiths|aiiding 
of our ewn judgment in church -affafrs — as iC^eU be- 
cqpies loyal stiBjects, and that from a principle of con- 
science. And now, my iords, our pftiyer to God is, 
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that thfe Lord naay bless his- majesty in his person 
and gcverhmeot, ancf your lordships ki yoiir pablic 
adminiBtrations; at»d -especia^lyVim pursuamce of hi« 
Daa|esty's. mind,' testified in his letter, vhereiij his 
amgular rAodepation wninently appears^- that others 
of our bpetl»en may in due time be made-shareifj* 
of the^ liber^, that, through hi« jaaajesty ^a fovpur, we 
BOW enjoy/* • • 

Mr. Hntchison^s uddrssB neither pleased, the -coun- 
dH nor. satisfied his biethren. Tke bttw fhougfrt; it 
did not assert wkh sufficient plainness the iole king- 
ship of Christ iniiis chiwch^nor bear an honest enough 
testimony agaitast tfee iisurpation of Charles smcf his 
council. The rest, who. were selected for a-sknilar 
f^Tour, had ther^ore resolved to be more<lownright, 
but tkey w-ere never allowed-an opportunity. , The 
council, ^rho wished to heai no moretipon the sulv 
ject, «eiit thek appointmeota to them.- The whole 
numb«f under the first indulgence ameunted to forty- 
*iree. They were willingly received: by the peopfe, 
and as they abstained from corftroversial subjects and 
confined- themselves to. the pure doctrines of the gos- 
pel, it was remarked' thai; they were eminently coun- 
tenanced x)f the .Iiord in their labours. 
.^As kad,iiowet=e*, aisscayabeen anticipated by the 
TfU)re unbending pajt of the ministry, this partial re- 
laxation«t(!0 a few w-as accompanied by harsher maa- 
sut^ against the -rest, especiatlly those Who, choosiij^ 
to obey God ratherthan mam, eould.nol in conscience 
oomplv with -tlna mandates of-those rukrs^ and. desist 
ftomcfeclaring^he glad tidings of salvation as Ife, vol 
bia provideBLce,.gave them opportunJty. A fresh pror 
clamation -^as issued, ( Ajiguat 3,) commanding all 
heritors^ to delate to the next maigistrates^ any who, 
wkhin their bemids,4ghaiild ^take tiponthem to preacli 
andcaisy on worship in any tmwarrantabie meetings^ 
that they might be thrown into prison— ^e: magis- 
trates (rf burghs welre required. to detain thena till for- 
ther ord^s — and the Keg«s weve likewise informed^ 
tl^ the laws wouJd be Irigkliy put in execution 
aigainst all withdrawe^s from public worship in their 
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respective congregations. These, hovrever^ iy€*e onlj^ 
prepajatory to aererer parliamentaay enactments, 
whioh co»nrmed-tfae 'worst scwpieions of l^o9e who 
unifonrfy distrusted the equirocal tdlerationof tfteir 
rulers, and jxi8tifie4 their vefusal to come to any conaF 
p^emise as a matte* of sound policy, even-had it not 
been a point oT coiiscience. in tbe iiaterkn, the pre- 
lates pursued their.own measures, to render abortive 
the pKrnsion intended for tke unhidulged, but qjoiet, 
part of the brethren. They ptocured that the adt of 
parlkmeiit which aUotted-aU vacant stipend?, since 
1654, to the support of the universities, i^onld be 
examined into;'*nor does it appear that any one of 
the sufferersr ever receiT=ed a farthing from that Amd. 
iiir: John Park, one of the ten, iate minister of Strau- 
raer, was reponed to his own parish, but4he bishop 
of Gahd way, 'three days- after th» cMMicil'Sf nomina^ 
tion, admitted one Nasmifch lo the chairge; anct not- 
withstanding^ or perhaps gather because* the ^opk 
-were ifnatiimobs in fevour, of then: late pastor, th^ 
couocfil rather chose-to*submit lo theHnsuh done iheir 
authority, than diiSbblige the preiatD,-and eonfirBied 
the intruder in his* crfRce. * ' 

A project of an utffon between the two kingdoms 
w&s die (Jstensiblo' reason fof.a6sefnblin^ the Scottish 
parliartieni after six years^ interv&l. r The project 
came to nothing ; but, ki the meanwhile, it€ubserv«d 
thfc ainbitionoif Landerdye, who was appointed Cbfti- 
missioner. TFie e)eotionft xvent entire^ tn favour (fi 
Kis party, and-he was^'reeerved m Scotland withUtlfcc 
less ^omp than if he had been ilie sovereigir, ier his 
opponents were eager tt) ddj^recate'bie imger; and 
the Presbyterians, ther dnpes of their own vi«hes, 
ibrMly believed, that he was stfll in heart wtth thenr, 
thougk he had beearforoed by circunwtaifcey to act 
otherwise, in which they t^^re the more confirmed 
by' an Incident that occun^d two daysT before the 
pariiament sat dawn, which yet inrsLS t»nly a polilioal 
fracas. Buniet, archbishop- of Glasgow, whe> was 
one of the stoutest .^tseertorft of*the king's absolute 
supremacy, when it overturned Presbyterianism antJ 
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seftlecl Efiisfeopift>7, was by no means sec elear about 
his. majesty's right to set aside the laws* when he 
tffenched -upoa the fntiCtiens of tlje* bishops, and 
gtanted'jrelief totht ^persecvitod ministers. He, there* 
foroiy in the flpiscopal synod ef Glas^w, caused, or 
allowed, a remonstrance to be drawn up agajfnstthe 
mdhilgence, Tepresen^g it as aa illegal* -stretoh of 
jlbw'er, a»d Kkely to te destmctiire to the «hftrch. 
Unfortunately ibr the right veyerend father, he stood 
opf)osed Both to. Lauderdale and Sharpe, and the 
aflfek being brought before the council, his lordship 
was ordered to p^duce 4:he paper, which was for- 
warded to the king; and Jaittee Ramsay, dean of 
Glasgbw, andr Arthur -Ross^ parson-, wbo bad drawn 
ft up, were severely reprimanded — ^the paper sup- 
pifesiged — and " all his majesty's lieges, of what func- 
tionror quality 'soever,- disclmrged from countenanc- 
ing or owning' the same.'' Lauderdale did^iot, how- 
ever, k>^ allow the Presbyterians to remain in 
d(5nbt^as to liis real seRtiments. In his speech to 
pttrliament, which met on the 19t^, he assured them 
of the king's unalterable determination to support 
Episcopacy— avT^wed his own altaohme«t to it — and 
inveighed against conreijtieles, whose entire sup- 
pression he urged, 2Cs.hi»-m^stf hs^ving-^ranted an 
' iiitbilgehce^ 1;iFould ne^er now consent t# tolerate 
ttlem. • • ' - ■ 

The pdjffltment,- like .Aeir predecessors, showed. 
eTer3t inclination to -comply with whatever was re- 
qu^ed^ and in their first aet asserted and declared, 
Aat his mrfjesty had t;he. supreme authority and sn- 
prem^y over all persons- sMid in aU causes eccle^- 
Jfetical within the kingdom, and thq^t the ordering 
and disposal of ike eiti^nal: government and policy 
of the diurch did propedy belong^to the kiag-aiid 
his successors, as an inherent right of the crown, 
who naighH omit ^uch orders coHoernin^ the. external 
goverrimeirt of the^urch— the persons employed -in 
i^ — ^their meetings, and the sicbjects to be discussed 
tAve, as in their royal wisdom ftjey should think fit, 
which, when*' entered ki the bool^ of councK and 
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dol/ puHisbed, were lo be obeyed -by aM hk iaaje's- 
ty^s SiibjectB, any kiw,:act, or custbix^to tfae contrsJy 
notwithstanding. Even ihe bishops tljemselves vei^ 
not gresrity delighted vifink ihis^^-a^ and si;rob of the 
Bobility as retakted ally Kogering lespect forthe leli-: 
gions hberties of their country, were otdy induced to 
support It 6y the roprefentationa of Lauderdale, thai 
it was necessary to hare socfte check uponrtbe bi^- 
ops, whose Insolence was inlolerabla;* but the con- 
sistent Presbyterians saw in- i* noifeng -ikit the as- 
sumption of. an anli^christiaii 4>ower, which no JMa- 
gistrate on. earth had Miy right Tto possess, aaicL if 
aiforded tor. th«m anther and a stronger ob]^cti&a 
than they, previously had, 1©- fujcepting any indill- 
gence from, the king. The conduct-of tJ^e council in 
embodying.the -militia, and4;hus, under an^^thern^e, 
establishing a stsMiding army ux Scotl^ndi was Rext 
approved -of by an eaypost/act^ act, emppwerk^g 
his majesty t^dovwhat had been alrea*dy (fone,,and 
declaring* this also an. inherent right jof tfie i^ioyn^ 
Then followed anjactfor the sequrity of the p^soas 
of fhe orthodox ministers. . *. • ^- • 

' It seems three woine»,-or men in w<Mne«5' clothes^ 
most probatly the former,, had, during 'the^sutpmer, 
•n one nig^M^ about mne or ton o'clock', <9ome into 
the lious» of .John Row^ cnurate of. Baln^cl^liaQ^ia 
Gallowjay — ^who afterwards' turned & papist-^-and 
taking him out of his "naked bed^^' b$ji inflicted 
upon his cfircass a -revy irreverent flaifellationj^after 
whidi, it 18 ;Kiid, they opened Ify ^trnnk and. t(Mc 
away wb«it they had a nnnd^ ^r this, the'hetikwrs at 
thp pkrirfi wer^ fiued*onc thoufand twa hmii^ed 
pounds Scota J\4r. I«yon, curate at Ogrry wEs^eavched. 
fei^ but missed;, and^it wasj^ported,J!%is house a)^ 
spoiled-^ fo^ which -his parishioners >f«ere assessed in 
tbesum of sixlitmdted merks. - These sums havi^ijg 
been levied hj erdev of tber privy ^coujaci^ this aet 
wa^ procured to legitimate all jaimila* exaction in 
ftiture, anct like- almost every other enaetment of 
this period, added a'ne^ MnJ/i to lb» ^ain« of .-ij/ell* 
potisp. The forfeitures inflicted by the- Court of 
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Justicmry were> in 4ike manner;]€^iaed- by-an act 
of thuccoQgvegation of sycophants^ jiviiose sessioa 
^uled on the^^of Decealberv . ... 

/rtyward&tfoe dase of the ye^r, the first field ine^l- 
•iiig -wrasheld in- Fife. -Mr. vLohn Kackader having 
gene to^visk his'tvrc^ friends; Sir James Stewart and 
Sir JFohn Ckiegly,who were-then imprisaned in-Dun* 
d^/Zjady Balcanipih&L invitedhim to preadi in h^r 
hoTise^«4!ie jmily species <^t eonveiiiicle yet known in 
tliat district ; hilt he ibarlessly caused public adver- 
tiseipent p> he made, that all that were athinst might 
come without raeney asd without piicao. ^^ Let aU 
4he woif^/' said Ite^^eee thai you do net^iixldle iq» 
so profitaUe*and honeet a woik, or keep it to yoinr* 
8elVte;,f<9p my-pturt, I am net ashamed to avow> in 
the fkce of danger or. death, I dmine not to ^11 Ihe 
righteoQSiy but n^oers to repeiltance.^' A multitude 
in eene^quenee 4UH9embled, too .ftameveus* for 4he 
hot^se.to conlain, and they betook themselves to the 
fields. Many'^ff^ere toudx aiatted; and- some, who 
were present, when ask^d^ ivfaat they thought of the 
y^oikf answered with te.ap^ that they.h$d*.nev« 
seen euch a day, and wepe aager to knaw wKen 
such an opJwrUinity might occur egain. ' 

[re70.3 Utrier whatever figwe of speech it might 
be di^gvaed, it was »ow iw kmger amatter of cteuht 
Yhat was the dispute bet we^ the .Presbyterians- 
atid'the Episcopalfewn^. . h was- not a -ftiere form of 
ohucch govepmcnt^— it was not 4i question ebotjt 
obedience to tawftd rulers. ^ It was-a«onteet between 
ligbt and darknese^t' we% whether Ae gespd>Qf 
the graee of God waBsr to be freely -pwached -to .the 
poor inhabitants -ef Scotland, or Vas not. Misto- 
Trgjas^ jpr mfen styling themseiveaiiistorians, in ayer- 
iooking thie- eireumstan^, ekhef do not understand 
or wiSufiy avert their- ejj^s from, the* fundamental 
causa Tsf the persecuticm, fr9tn this 4Me t^ BothweH 
Bfidgfe, when it again J)ecaine mingled with political 
matters. Had tltere been any doi^t upon the sub- 
iect,1he rtoceeditigs (rftbe jJrivy 6?\unci^afid of par- 
liameift this- year, would h5<ve sufficiently tleared if. 
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Mr. Andrem Boyd; minister of Ca«au«iiodc, was, 
in the month ^f Jintueiry , commiM^ ^ dose 'odnfine- 
metlt in Stixliag Castle, fer ha^kig^-pr^stohed to, axid 
Biet,»for the purpose .of worshipping God, with* his 
focmer parishiooersy ^or- would bis dafence^be Hs» 
tened to, sikhough he pled the HecQ3sity of preaehkig 
Xh» gospel -whep tgncwcanc© and pio^fcoky sa itiuch 
at>ounded^ mid so foiftny ooUls- were perishing for 
lack of knowledge. The, ministers ot Wewbattle, 
Strathaven, and Symin'gton, were Similarly <»eat«d, 
although? they appear only to ha^v^e iol]i)wed -the 
apostolic practiee, aad ^ceased not im lerery hduse 
to teac6 and proach -Jesus Christ/** Some jgiies weit 
aft. the same time levied upen .thoi^ who attended, 
dn^ lady (iielderston) was-fiacfti fotir hundte^d Htferks 
fi>t having had a coHicentitde in her.hoiftie in Edion 
burgk'-'^ inerchant,*^er having had. his child b^p^ 
tized, was fnuk:ted in two hu»df od-^^and- four •citi- 
zotts, for being pceseftt>. pMd each •one hundred 
pounds-i-aHhough,^ a-venoiatblc natnislB* observed 
foefoj^ the«oiincit, there .wa^ as yet no law of Scot^ 
land forbidding the Wofs]iip of (^d, whiclvwao ttle 
onty crime laid to iheir ehapga • * * 

While the "outted'^ mini^tfeis w^erafocbid toeiev- 
ci& Ihoir ministry ^ift any thapa^ 'those who Vere 
indtilged SQOXk bega^ to eaeptrience thdt their iiberty 
'wa& by no taeans |terfect freedtMri. • The first .linjc 
tha^ W€us added to* theif chSiift; was a prohibition 
ftom explaining the Scriptures tor their^people i» the 
mam^ they thought b^st fitted* to eonvey tnstrulv 
lioti. k is /vident tbat^ hi stat^ congsegation»,An 
exposition of-coftaeoled' passages of Scripture, or 
what is gpnerkily known in Scotland ^ '^^lectiur- 
ing/'*ts eminently .oalculated to impiovfe ar^ edi|y 
the ^urch;^nd this had baen an old methcNsl em» 
ployed by thfe most distfeguished bmA sudjessftd of 
the Presbyljeriaiu miiiistcfs. The indislged coHtinued 
the practice 5 but ibc this the jmeducat^ and tiroith- 
• - • • 

* Th«re k Bot ft mOTe 4plisf^fu| exvnple of thh moig of tAaching 
Ihafi iiejghtpnla ex{o«tion of the Tit^t Epistle pf J'etei:, ^ 
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less crew whd had been thrust into their charges 
were totally unfit, and their pulpit exhibitions only 
encountered th« scom of their hearers — sometimes 
periiaps too rudely expressed. 

Complaints were therefore made to the privy coun-r 
cil, and their superior ability and mode of teaching 
were imputed as crimes to the indulged, whose favour 
with the people, by the same reasoning, was consid- 
ered the cause of their hatred to the curates. They 
were in consequence forbid to lecture, and a commis- 
sion was granted to the Duke of Hamilton, the Earls 
of Linlithgow, Dumfries, Kincardine, and Dundon- 
ald, the Lord Clerk Register, and Lieutenant-Grene- 
ral Drummond, or any four of them, to " put to due 
and rigorous execution the acts of parliament and 
councils" respecting " pretended" religious meetings^ 
the security of the orthodox clergy, and to examine 
into the conduct of the indulged ministers. The 
charges of outrsCge brought forward by the legal 
incumbents against their parishioners, were in some 
cases villanously false, and in others ridiculously ex- 
aggerate. One Jeffiray, curate of Maybole, accused 
the Whigs of having attempted to shoot him, and 

E reduced a volume contused by a ball, which he said 
ad saved his life, having been in his bosom when 
he was fired at; but, upon examination, it was found 
that the clothes he wore at the time were untouched, 
the blockhead having fcwrgot to perforate his garments 
when he wounded his book* This precious evange.- 
list was, in consequence, dismissed; but when ther^ 
happened to be any ground for complaint, the case 
was remitted to Edinburgh, and the punishment was 
extravagant. Some idle boys had thrown a bit of 
rotten wood at the curate of Kilmacomb while he 
was holding forth; and when he left the pulpit in 
terror, tliey followed the fiigitive, huzzaing and 
shouting, till he jeached the manse. For this boyish 
insolence, which probably merited a whipping, four 
of the offenders were sentenced to be transported to 
the plantations! and the heritors of the parish were 
fined one hundred pounds sterling, which Mr. John 

VOL. I. 20 
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Iryine, the said curate, received as a solatium. The 
parson of Olasford's house was robbed by common 
thieves, one of whom being afterwaicds executed^ for 
another crime, confessed the fact. The Whigs, how- 
ever, were accused, and the parish paid one thousand 
pounds Scots for having maltreated a man they had 
only despised. 

These instances may serve to show the spirit of 
the times which all our historians agre^ in represent- 
ing as mild and moderate, and certainly the mana* 
gers were so, in comparison of those who succeeded 
them. The indulged ministers were examined by 
the commissioners as to* whether they had desisted 
from lecturing; but the equivocal shifts to which they 
had recourse, exposed them to the animadversions of 
their stricter brelhren, and did not exalt their charac- 
ters with the prelatical party. Some, read a whole 
chapter, naming one verse only as a text Others 
read two chapters, and offered a few observations; 
and in this part of the service they, in general, never 
exceeded the length of half an hour, which 9eem3 to 
have been a redeeming qualification, for the visiting 
committee neither silenced nor removed any of them. 
TRiey contrived also to celebrate the 39th of May in 
a manner equally illusive, by contriving to have jbl 
baptism, a (&et of catediizing, er their week-day ser- 
mon, upon that anniversary day; bi^t the jealousy of 
the people was kepi alive by the exiled ministers* 
Mr. John* Brown, late minister of. Wamphray, and 
Mr. John Livingston, both wrote, condemning such 
duplicity in practice, and exposing its danger, though 
at the same time they expressed themselves affec- 
tionately with respect to their brethren, the men 
whose conduct they condemned. Nor did the visit- 
ing committee fulfil the expectation of their employ- 
ers. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards bishop of Sarui% 
was at this period professor of divinity in the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow; and as he was respectable both 
for his talents and conduct — mediate in his princi* 
pies regarding church govemn^ont, and a friend to 
toleration, the commission were considerably influ- 
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epced by his advice, which, from his first outset in 
life, was uniformly opposed to all persecution^ and 
also by that of the amiable Leig^on, who with much 
reluctance had been prevailed upon to hold thcarch- 
bishopric of Glasgow, in commendam^ upon the re* 
signation of Alexander Burnet, whose conduct in the 
remonstrance being offensive to his maje^y, had ren- 
dered it requisite tor him to demit. They therefore, 
though they imprisoned and harassed a number of 
the Presbyterians for not attending the church, and 
for attending conventicles, yet, because they did not 
execute in their full rigour die instructions and p£o« 
clamations of the privy council, were feckooed un- 
friendly to the cause of Episcopacy. 

A gteat desire to hear continued to increase and to 
prevail during this period; and these servants of 
Christ — ^who could not consent that the word of God 
should be bound, followed by vast multitudes, when 
they could not find accommodation within any com* 
mon house — ^imitating the example of their Lord» 
chose the field for their cathedral, and^ with the hear 
vens for their canopy, and the mountain side for 
their benches, 'preached boldly the gospel of salva- 
tion. The most remarkable assembkige of this kind 
which had yet occurred, was that held, 18th June, on 
the Hill of Beath, near Dunfermline, of whidi one 
of the presiding ministers has left an account, and 
which I insert in his own language. They could 
not now, however, be held with the same security dm 
formerly, for the coundl had offered a reward to the 
soldiery for dispersing these meetings and apprdiend« 
ing the mini^er^ or such as could give information 
concerning him, with the most conaderable heritors 
and tenants, who were all rendered liable to impri- 
sonment and fine. It was therefore necessary to ap- 
point watches and take precautions fortheir personal 
security; and as people o£ that rank generally went 
armed, they did not lay their arms aside when their 
attendance op gospel ordinances was threatened to be 
interrupted by violence. Upon this occasion, Burnet 
says, as a matter of course^ ^many of these c^ne in 
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their ordinary armis, that gave a handle to call them 
rendezvouses of rebellion/' vol. i. p. 4"30. , Though 
the spot was not distinctly marked out, it was, during 
the preceding week, pretty generally understood, stnd 
& vast congregation: gathered from alnlost every quar- 
ter of the country. 

• ^ Oft Saturday afternoon," says the narrator, " peo- 
ple had begun to assemble. Many lay on the hill 
all night; some stayed about a constable's house, 
near the middle of the hilj; several others were lodged 
near about, among whom was Barscob and nine or 
ten Galloway men. The minister, Mr. Blackader, 
came privately from Edinburgh on the Saturday 
night, with a single gentleman in his company. At 
Inverkeithing, he sleptah night in his clothes, and 
got up very early expecting word where the 'place 
of meeting was to be, which the other minister (Mr. 
J^hn Dickson) was to advertise him of. However, 
he got no information, and so set forward in uncer- 
tainty. Near the hill, he met one sent by the niinis- 
ter to conduct him to a house hard by, where he 
resolved, with the advice of the people, to go up the 
hill for the more security and the better seeing about 
them. When they came, they found the people 
gathered and gathering, and lighting at the constable's 
house, who seemed to make them welcome. While 
they were in the house, a gentleman was espied 
coming to the constable's door and talking friendly 
with him, who went away down the hill. This 
gave occasion of new suspicion and to be more on 
their guard. However, they resolved to proceed to 
the work, and commit the event to the Lord. 

" When a fit place for the meeting and setting up 
of the tent was provided — which the constable con- 
curred *in-^Mr. Dickson lectured and preached the 
forenoon of the day. Mr. Blackader lay at the out- 
wde within hearing, having care to order matters and 
see how the watch was kept. In time of lecture he 
perceived fellows driving the people's hordes down the 
brae, which he supposed was a design to carry them 
away. He rising quietly from his place, asked them 
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Vhat they meant ? They answered, it was to drive 
them to better girass. However, he caused them 
bring them aH back again withki s^t After Mr. 
Dickson had lectured for a considerable space, he 
took to his discourse, and preached on 1 Cor. xv. 25. 
* For he must reign till he hath put all his demies 
under his feet.* In time of service, «ome ill-affected 
country people dropped in among them, which being 
observed by Mr. Blackader and those appointed to 
watch, he resolved to suffer all to come and hear, but 
intended to hmder the gomg away of any with as 
little noise as might be. Among others came two 
youths, the curate'i^ sons, 9xd about fourte^i or fif- 
teen fellows at their back, who looked sturdily; bat 
after they lieaid, they looked more sofberly. The 
twp young men were heard to say they would go 
near the tent and walk a'boHt to the backside of it, 
which some- who were appointed to watdi seeing, 
followed quickly, so tliey halted on their way. The 
man that came to the constable's house in the mom* 
ing was "seen at the meeting, and kept a [fecial e.ye 
upon ; essaying to go away to his horse at the con- 
stable's, two able men of the -watch went after, and 
asked why-he went away ? He answered, he was 
but going to itake a drink. They told him they would 
go with him, and desired him to haste and not hinder 
them from 6ie rest of tjie preaching ; so he came 
back.; but he was intend&ig to go and inform the 
lieutenant of the militia who was at the foot of the 
hUl and gathering his men. However the sermon 
closed without disturbfince, about eleven hours in the 
foreday, the^ork having begun about eight 

"Mr. Blackader was to preach in the afternoon. 
He retired to be private for a little meditation. Hear- 
ing a noise, he observed some bringing back the cur- 
ate's two sons with some violence, which he seeing, 
rebuked them who were leading them, and bade let 
them come back freely without hurt; and he engaged 
for them they would not go away; so they staid 
quietly, and within a quarter of an hour he returned 
and entered into the tent After some preface, which 
20* 
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was countenanced with mudi inflnence, not only on 
professed friends, but on those also who came with 
ill intentions, so. that they stood as men astonished 
with great seeming gravity and attention, particularly 
the two young men; it was indeed a composing and 
gaining discourse, holding forth the great design of 
the gospel to invite and ms^e welcome all sorts of 
sinners without exception. After prayer, he read 
for text, l.Cor. ix. 16. ^For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of, for. necessity is 
biid upon me; yea, wo is unto me if I preach not 
the gospel.' 

-"After he had begun, a gentleman on horseback 
came to the meeting and some iew with him. He 
was the heutenant of the militia on that part of the 
country, who lighting, gave his horse to hold, and 
came m among the people on the minister's left haiMly 
stood there a space, and heard peaceably. Then 
essaying to get to his horse, some of the watch did 
greasy desire he would stay tiU the preaching was 
ended, teUing him his abrupt departure woidd offend 
and alarm the people. But he refusing to stay, be- 
gan to threaten, draw4ng his staff. They fearing he 
was going to bring a party to trouble them, did grip 
and hold hin^by &rce as he was putting his foot in 
the stirrup. Upon this Barscob and another young 
man, who were on the opposite side, seeing him 
drawing his staff, which they thought to be a sword, 
presently ran each with a bent pistol, crying out — 
* Rogue, are you drawing?' Though they raised a 
little commotion, on that side^ yet the bulk of the 
people were very composed. The minister seeing 
Barscob and tlie other so hastening to be at him, 
fearing they should have killed him, did immediately 
break off to step aside for comrposing the bi^siness, 
and desired the people to sit still till he returned, for 
he was going to prevent mischief. Some not willing 
he should venture himself, laboured to hinder him. 
He thrust himself from thena, and pressing forward, 
cried — * I charge and obtest you n^t to meddle with 
him or do him any hurt,' which had such influence 
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on fliem, that they professed afterwards they had no 
more power to meddle with him. The lieutenant 
seeing ft was Uke to draw to good earnest, was ex- 
ceeding afraid and all the men he had; but hearing 
the minister discharging the people to hurt him, he 
thrust near to be at the minister who had cried — 
'What is the matter, gentlemen?' Whereon the 
lieutenant said, *I cannot get leave, sir, to stand, on 
my own ground for thir men.' The minister said, 
*Let me see, sir, who will offer to wrong you; they 
shall as soon wrong myself; for we came here to 
offer violence ta no man, but to preach the gospel of 
peace ; and, sir, if ^rou be pleased to stay in peace, 
you shall be as welcome as any here; but tf you 
will not, you may go, we shall compel no man.' 
*Bnt,' said he, *they have taken my horse from me.' 
Then the minister called to restore his horse, seeing 
he would not stay willingly. Then he-was dismissed 
without harm at the minister's entreaty, who judged 
it most convenient that ^the gentlemen and others to 
whom he should report it, might have more occasion 
of convicJtion that both ministers and people who 
used to meet at suoh meetings, were' peaceable, not 
set on revenge, but only endeavouring to keep up 
the free preaching of the gospel in purity and power, 
in as harmless and inoffensive a way as was possible. 
Some of the company,indeed, would have compelled 
and bound him to stay if he had not been peaceable; 
but they were convinced afterwards that it was bet- 
t§r to let him go in peace. The whole time of this 
alarm on that quarter, all the rest of the people sat 
still composedly-^which was observed more than 
ordinary in any meeting either before or after — see- 
ing such a stir. ; As in many other things the mighty 
power and hand of the Lord was to be seen in that 
day's work, and the fruit that followed thereon. 

"When the lieutenant was gone, the rest that 
dropped in through the day, with the curate's two 
sons, stayed still, not offering to follow. After the 
oopiposing that -stir, which lasted about half an hour, 
the minister returned to the tent, and followed out 
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the rest of his work, preadiing about three quatters 
of am hour with singular countenance, especially after 
a>mpo8ing the tumult.' All the time there were sev* 
eral horse riding hither and thitilaer on the foot of the 
hill, in -view of the people, but none oflfered lo come 
near; for a tenror had seized on them, as was heard 
afterwards and confessed by so^e of themselves. 
The minister, apprehending the people might be 
alarmed with fear, tbat they could not hear with 
composure — thiough non^ did appear — did for their 
cause close sooner than he intended, though the peo- 
ple professed afterwards, and said they would rather 
he had continued longer, for theyfousd none eidier 
w^ified or afraid. 

" The minister that preadied in the afternoon, wiih. 
about sixteen or twenty of the ablest men, went to 
to the constable's house, where they had prepared 
dinner, and would have him and his company come 
in to dine; but he calling for a little drink and bread 
on horseback, the rest also taking something without 
doors, and missing the other minister, feared lest 
some of the enemy in dismissing had apprehended 
him. So, leaving the rest at the house, he rode up 
the liill again, with some others who were on horse- 
back, to seek him; for he said he w<>uld not go with- 
out the other minister, but resolved to cause rescue 
him if he had been taken; and coming to the place 
where the meeting had been, some of the people told 
him the minister had taken horse with another gea- 
tleman alittle before the close; upon which he re- 
turned again to the company at the house, who de- 
sired him to ride away, they being on foot. He told 
them he would stay, and also desired them to stay, 
till- they should see all the people get safe from the 
hill ; and when all were peaceably dismissed, he with 
another on horseback, rode to the Queensferry. The 
rest being able men and on foot,, were to follow. 
When he cajae thither, none of the boats woidd go 
over at that time, the country being ill set and in 
sudi a stir. It was not thought fit he should stay oa 
that side of the water, therefore he rode up three or 
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four miles, expecting to get boat at Limekilns; but 
that being gone over with others at the meeting be- 
fore, he rode forward towards Kingcaim^ where they 
again essayed at Hoggin's-neuk; but the boat being 
on the other side,, they were forced to ride on towards 
Stirling. He'^came thither about nine at night ; and 
after they had crossed the bridge, and rode through 
some back lanes of the town,.they came at the port 
they should go out at, but it was shut, only a wicket 
open, through which they led their horses, anS so 
escaped the «alarm which arose in the town a little 
after they were gone. They rode that night about 
four miles to Torwoodside, where they lighted at 
an honest man's house, took a little refreshment, for 
man apd horse, till break of day, and then rode for 
Edinburgh. They went hard by the gate of the 
place of Calland^, whete the Chancellor. and other 
noblemen were at the. time, .they not knowing till 
afterwards. They rode also by the back of the 
town of Linlithgow, where many ilLset people were. 
About seven o'clock on Monday morning, he came 
to Edjnburgh, where the noise was come before; 
therefore he retired to another chamber, and, after 
taking breakfast, he lay down and slept six hours' 

3)ace, being much wearied, having not- cast, off his 
othes and ridden forty-eight miles from. Sabbath 
about twelve o'elock.. The gentlemen and the rest 
whom he left on the hill, came over at the Ferry, 
and returned to Edinburgh in safety that night" 

Reports of this meeting quickly spread to the remot- 
est comer of the land ; and the evident tokens of the 
divine presence which had accompanied the exercises 
of the day, stirred up a holy emulation in the other 
ministers, who thanked God and took courage, and 
excited and kept alive among the people an attention 
to the cohcerns of their souls, which tot> often languish- 
es in the days of ease and amid the undisturbed en- 
joyment of gospel privileges, while to mapy the 'word 
came in the demonstration of the ^Spirit and with 
power; so that even some who were unfriendly to 
these irregular proceedings, were constrained to ac- 
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kno vledge that in their sermons, in houses and fields, 
the ^^^oirtted" ministers were remarkably counte- 
nanced of the Lord and btessed with many seals of 
their ministry, in the conversion of many, and edifying 
those who were brought in. It was-follo wed in about 
a fortnight by another not less numerous at Living- 
seat, in West Calder, "v^here Mr. John Welsh presid- 
ed j and, in the beginnmg of July, a large conventicle 
was held at Torwood-head, for. which a Mr. Charles 
CampbeU, in Airth, was imprisoned and fined ; but 
who w«s the minister on this occasion, I have not 
learned. •Grievous was the rage of the prelates ; but 
the invasion of the primate's more immediate terri- 
tories behoved to be visited with signal vengeance, 
as a horrid insult had been offered so near the place 
where he had his seat. The two ministers were de- 
nounced and put to the horn — ^'^ multitudes'* were 
imprisoned,, fined in large sums, and otherwise ha- 
rassed — James Dundas, the brother of the Laird .®f 
Dundas, was sentenced to transportation, trader pain 
df xieatii if he returned? — and others, equally respecta- 
ble, were brought to no little trouble, although but 
few were actually sent to the plantations. 

The case of ** four Borrowstownnei^-men,*' is too 
remarkable to be passed over. TTieir names were, 
John Sloss, a residenter in the town ; David Mathei*, 
elder in Bridgeness ; John Ranken, in Bonhard ; and 
James Duncan, in -Grange. TTiese having been ap- 
prehended, were brought before the council, and re- 
fusing to give any i&onnation, or turn informers 
against their brethren, were fined each five hundred 
merks, and sent back to prison to remain dilring the 
council's pleasure. 'Hiey were afterwards brought 
before the council, and, along with other six; con- 
demned upon an ex post facto statute to be sent as 
slaves to the plantations; and when one of them only 
entreated to be allowed to take farewell of his wife 
and smaH family, Lauderdale furioudy replied — 
**You fiimlV never see your home more,'' adding, 
with a malignant sneer, " this will be a testimony for 
the cause." • - 
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In this, however, he proved a false pxophet Mr, 
Blackader tells iis, the four got their liberty, which 
fell out by a singular cast of providence. The 
guard that conducted them from the Canongate jail 
brought them to the puter council-house, and leaving 
them there with the guards who waited on their 
neighbours from the high town tolbooth ; and think- 
ing themselves exonered, they went their way, ex- 
pecting that the- guard that waited on the prisoners 
from &e town tolbooth wauld notice them. After 
they had gotten thek sentence, command was given 
to carry the whole to their respective prisons ; upon 
which those who guarded the prisoners of the town 
carrfed them to the tolbooth, the rest were left with- 
out^ guard. Notwithstanding, at the dismissing of 
the council, and, the throng of people, they went on, 
supposing their guard to be following. One of them 
never knowing, went the whote length, and entered 
the prison again. Other two went the length of the 
Cross, till a friend came and askod, whither they 
were going? They said, "to their prison." He 
said,* " Wdl you prison yourselves, seeing there is 
none waiting te take you to it ?" which they pereeiv- 
ing, made their escape. Other two went tifie length 
of the Netlierbow, .then looking behind, ^nd seeing 
none guarding them, made their escape also. The 
other five, together with him who went back inad- 
vertently, were afterwards, through the interest of the 
Chancellor's secretary, and perhaps owing to the 
ludicrous appearance thecouncil cut by the escape of 
the four, also granted their liberty.* A pious youth, 
who was at the Beath Hill and Livingseat, was com- 
mitted close prisoner, ordered to be put in irons, and 
fed on bread and water during pleasure ; and: al- 
though great interest was made for him, he obtained 
no release, till the iron had gangrened his legs, which 
eventually, according to Kirkton, cost him his life. 

Previous to the meeting of parliament, Lauder- 
dale, wishing to ingratiate himself with the prelatic 
pa£ty, urged on the persecution of the non-conform- 

* ]Kackader*s*Mem. MSS. quoted in his li^. 
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ist Presbyterians. They had in the beginning of thp 
year been bani^ed the capital. Immediatefy upon 
his arrival, he issued a procfemation forbidding any 
of them to come to Edinburgh without a licens^^ 
upon pain of death; but summonses were issued to 
the most zealous who had been guilty of preaching, 
requiring them to appear before the council. The 
latter came privately to town, to ascertain the temper 
of their rulers and their own probable fate, when 
finding that imprisonment or exile would be the con- 
sequence of their attending, they resolved to decline. 
Before separating they drew up an affecting letter to 
their brethren, bemoaning the desolations of Zion 
and the rod of wickedness lying upon the lot of -the 
righteous, but chiefly lamenting the little kindline33 
and melting of heart amon]g professors — their little 
sympathy with the Lord's dear servants and people, 
now bearing the heat and burden of the day, made 
wanderers and chased from mountain to hill, not 
having where to lay their head — and the readiness 
of some rather to censure than partake of aflliction 
with those who were suffering for the sake of the 
gospel; — beseeching them to stir up that great mean 
ahd duty-«-ali that seemed left to them — of serious 
prayer, supplication, and wrestling with the Lord, 
both alone and together — an exercise which Christ 
himself had so mudh recommended, " that we ought 
always to pray, and not to feint;" so niuch practisfed 
by the saints, especially in particular exigencies, as 
Acts xii. 5 ; " Prayer was made of the church with- 
out ceasing ;*' and ever foUowed with a blessed suc- 
cess when seriously gone about — ^^ They called upon 
the Lord and he answered them." PsaL xcix. 6. Jas. 
V. 16 — 18; while it carried with it a sweet reward 
in its own bosom, even " the peaoe of God, which 
passeth all understanding, keeping and guiding both 
heart and mind through Christ Jesus." Phil. iv. 7. 

This letter was attended with the best effects. 
Many of the godly ministers throughout the land— • 
men of prayer — ^were stirred up by it, and set apart 
stated seasons for solemn fasting and supplication for 
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the church and country, which God answered-to them- 
selves by terrible things* ip righteousness. He caused 
men to ride over their heads; they went through fire 
and through water, but he brought them out into a 
wealthy place. Their wordly circumstances were 
straitened, but the gospel had free course and was 
glorified. Some lived to see his gracious interposi- 
tion.in the glorious Revolution, 1688; numbers never 
did, but were favoured to go by a Shorter road from 
a -scaffold to. a throne ; yet 3ieir posterity haVe reaped 
and are reaping the benefit of their prayers. 



VOL. I. 21 
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JULY, A. D. 1670— 1674. 

ParliameDt — ^Act a^fainst conyenticles— Bond — ^Leighton's efforts to 
reform the Episcopate — Council appoint a committee— Leighton 
attempts An accommodation — Conference — Rigid treatment of. 
indulged ministers — Conventicles increase— Imj^cabilitj of the 
Prelates — Lady Dysart — ^Ascendency of Lauderdale— Parliament 
— Finings — Indulgence — Dissensions of the ministers — Sufferings 
of the indulged — Mr. Forrester and Mr. Burnet abandon Prelacy 
— ^Their testimony— Proceedings at the meeting of estates — Mr. 
Blaekader*s tour in Fife^Mimsters* widows* petition— 4t8 con- 
.sequencep — Sbarpe*8 troubles. 

Parliament commenced a short session, July «8, 
ostensibly for the purpose of forwarding an union 
between the* tw© langdoms; and their first bill em- 
powered the king to name commissioners for this 
pyrpose, but the scheme, if ever seriously entertained, 
proved abortive. Their other proceedings were of 
more deplorable efficacy. Men of principle, who 
were accustomed to attend upon the preaching of 
the gospel, or the worship of God in unauthorized 

I)laces, and who seldom or never refused to acknow- 
edge their own participation in such misdemeanours, 
yqt, as they considered it a crime to discover the 
minister or their fellow-worshippers, uniformly re- 
fused to turn informers; and this which, in any 
other case, would have been extolled as an high and 
honourable feeling, was in them to b^ treated as a 
felony. An act was therefore introduced against 
" such who should refuse to depone agaitist delin- 
quents," ordaining that all of -what degree, sex, or 
quality soever, who should refuse to declare upon 
oath their knowledge of any unlawful meetings, the 
242 
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several drotmast^noes of the persons present, and 
things done- therein, to any having authority from his 
fiiajesty, or who should conceal or reset any who 
were or might be declared rebels— should be pun- 
ished by finlDg, imprisonment, or transportation as 
slaves to the p!^ntati(ms. To ensure the safety of 
the orthodox clergy, any attempt upon their houses 
or persons was .declared punishable by death and 
confi^bation of goods; and a reward of five hund]*ed 
merks was offered to any person T^bo should discover 
and seiae such « robbers or attempters;" or, if one 
should inform, and another seize, .the first was to 
have two, and the other three hundred merks of the 
same. 

The most atrocious measure, however, of this as- 
sembly, was their "act against conventicles," by 
which it was statute and commanded that the " out- 
ted" ministers, who were- not licensed by the coun- 
cil, and no other persons not. authorized nor tolera- 
ted by the bishop of the diocese, should presume to 
preach, eScpound Soripture, or pray in any meeting, 
except m their own houses, and to those of their own 
family, "under pain of imprisonment till they should 
find security to the amount of &ve thousand merks 
never again to trespass in a similar manner, or to 
remove out of the kingdom and neverto return with- 
out his. majesty's license ; every person present was 
to be fined— an heritor, a fourth part of his yearly 
•rent — a tenant, twenty-five pound Scots — a- cottar, 
twelve pounds-— and each servant, a fourth part of 
his yearly fee ; and if accompanied by wives or chil- 
dren, half the sum for each. The master or mistress 
of the house to pay double^ Besides which, the 
magistrates of any burgh where a conventicle was 
kept, were rendered liable to, a fine at the pleasure 
of the privy ceuncil, they having recourse upon the 
persons present, who were thus subjected to be twice 
mulcted for the same crime j and in addition, pun- 
ished with imprisonment as long as the council should 
see fit.'* • - 

Field conve^tides, denominated "rmdezvouses of 
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rebellion/* but explaiiwd to bQ "meetings for hearing 
the Scriptures expounded, or for prajrer, were pun- 
ishable — ^the minister by death and confiscation— 
the attenders by double penalties to those of house 
conventicles ; and every meeting was declared- to be 
a field conventicle, although held in'a house, if there 
were any persons standing wi^out at the door or at 
the windows. The execution Of this act was entrust- 
ed-to the sheriffs, stewards, lords of regalities, and 
their deputies, who were to account to the privy 
council for the fines of the heritors; but aU others, 
to stimulate their activity, they were allowed to re- 
tain. Persons having their children baptized by any 
minister except their own parish priest, were ren- 
dered liable to additional fines, to be levied in the 
same manner, and, to complete the tyranny with the 
most cruel insult, by enforcing a principle which 
Lauderdale well knew the Presbyterians acknow- 
ledged — ^the king's right to iregulate the externals 
of religion. . • 

His majesty conceiving himself bound in con- 
science and duty to interpose his. authority, that the 
public exercises of God's worship be countenanced 
by all his good subjects, and that such as upon any 
pretext do disorderly withdraw, be by the censures 
of the law made sensible of their miscarriage, and by 
the authority of the law drawn to a dutiful obedience 
of it-^with advice and consent of his estates in p£«r- 
Uament, ordained and conmianded all his good sub- 
jects of the reformed religion, to attend and frequeat 
the ordinaiy nXe6tings for divine worship in their 
own parish churches; and whoever should absent 
themselves three Lord's days, without a reasonable 
excuse foar every time,.we?e to be Qned — an heritor 
an eighth of his yearly rent — a tenant six pounds 
Scots — a cottar or servant forty shillings. So sensi- 
ble, however, did the framers of the act appear to be, 
that such care for the religious improvement of the 
fjeople, instead of being likely to produce reforma- 
tion, waS more likely to produce rebellion, that they 
ordained if any person, after b6ing- fined, should 
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persist in stfll absenting himself from the means of 
instruction which the government-had so kindly pro- 
vided, he- should be required to sign a bond to the 

following purport: — ^^^I, j oblige myself that I 

(shall not, upon any pretext or colour whatsoever, 
rise in arms against the king's majesty, or any having 
his authority or commission; nor shall assist nor 
countenance any wiio i^all rise in arms/' And if 
any person refused, he was to- be imprisoned or ban- 
ished, and his single escheat or life-rent escheat was 
io fall to his majesty. 

Acts so immeasurably rigorous, which passed with- 
out one dissentmg voice except that of the young 
Earl of Cassife; so vile was that crouching assembly, 
grieved the soul' of the amiable Leightoa— whose 
fii^ coldness towards the Presbyterian profession 
had arisen from what hc conceived to be a persecu- 
ting spirit in the manner tu?y forced the covenants 
to be sworn — and he declared lid would never con- 
sent to propagate Christianity itself by s\XVh. means, 
far less a form of ehureh government.* TwC^^^^® 
told him they were never intended to be put in.eJ^G- 
cution, but were merely hung" out, in terrortniy to n 
induce the Presbyterians to comply with the advances 
of government, and meet (hem on a plan of equitable 
moderation. Duped by these false and hoUow pro- 
fessions, he strenuously "Set himself to endeavour ac- 
complishing SO' desirable an end; and, as .a first st^p, 
immediately on his entry into the ajchiepiscopal of- 
fice, he made an effort to rid his district of the inca- 
pable and scandalous underiiogs who degraded their 
function, and rendered it contemptible in the eyes of 
the people. He appointed a committee to inquire into 
the complaints made against the curates, of whose 

* The condact of Iiei|^to^ has alwajs appeared to me inexplica- 
ble; and, although I willingly give him credit for the best of motives, 
yet I have never met with any very satisfactory apology for his ac- 
cepting a then bishopric. It must not, however, be forgotten, that 
he repeatq^ly tendered bis resignation to the king, who personally 
urgpd him to retain it; and that he did so upon the faith of the royal 
promise that milder measures wouIS be pursued, and that when he 
found himself deceived, he left the archiepiscopate. 
21* 
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proeeedings we have no authentic record. jFrom the 
testimony-, however, of the Presbyterian writers, it 
appears that several had been removed; that others 
w ho feared a similar sentence, compounded with tiieir 
parishes for a little money, and voluntarily went back 
to the north and east, whence they had come; and 
that the archbishop, at least in one instance, had per- 
sonally interposed j where his committee were inclined 
to be partial, and dismissed the noted curate of May- 
bole, against whom the crimes of swearing, fighting, 
and drunkenness, were proved. But I apprehend 
his exertions in fhis ha,d been cramped by Uie inter- 
ference of the civil power; for "the coundil, upon 
being informed that the synod of (Jlasgow had 
appointed a committee of their nvimber to h6ar and 
take trial of such complaints 4is should be given in to 
them against scandalous rxi'misterjs; and considering 
it expedient that they should have all encourage- 
ment, appointed Sir John Cochfan of Ochiltree, Sir 
Thomas VV^allaee, Sir John Cunninghame, Sir John 
Hari^^jy^ and the provosts of Glasgow and Ayr, to 
5^ieet with them and assist* them.^* The nature of 
all such assistance is sufficiently plain; and if less 
was accomplished than expected, the cause of the 
failure may be easily accounted for witiiout any fault 
on the part of the bishop. 

Ano5ier scheme which he tried at the same time 
to jelevate the Episcopalian character, proved even 
still more abortive. He employed jseveral of the 
most learned and decorous of their preachers, who 
were also reckoned piious, Dr. Gilbert. Burnet, Mr. 
James Nairn, Mr. Laurence Charteris, men of supe- 
rior abilities and imblamable lives, with some others 
of more obscure name, as missionaries to preach in 
the west. They were received by the people with 
scorn, and contemptuously styled the bishop's evan- 
gelists ; few could be persuaded -to hear them, and 
of tlK)se who did, they did not appear to have made 
many converts. Burnet himself gives this candid 
aqcount — ^^«The people of tlie country came getierally 
to hear us, though not in great crowdst We were 
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iikleed amazed to see a poor commonalty fio capa* 
ble to argue upon points of 'government, and on the 
bounds to be set to the power of princes ki matters 
of rehgion. Upon aU tbese topics they had texts of 
Scripture at hand, and were ready with their answers 
to any thing that was said to them. This measure 
of knowledge was spread even among the meanest 
of them, their cottagers and their servants." 

Neither did the grand object to which these were 
preliminary,- succeed any better. After several con- 
ferences, the accommodation was given up. The 
first was held at Holyrood House before Lauderdale, 
Rothes, Tweeddale, and Kincardine, in the month 
of August, between Messrs* G. Hutchison, A. Wed- 
derbum, John Baird, and John-Gemble — ^indulged 
ministers who 'had been invited to Edinburgh by 
Lauderdale->^and Bi^op LfCighton and Professor 
Gilbert Burnet. Sharpe would not be present. Lau- 
derdale opened the business by an eulogium on the 
king^s condescension and clemency — his wishes for 
a complete unity and hanAony — and recommended 
an agreement upon joint measures which might tend 
to the peax^ of the church. Leighton followed. He 
deplored the mischief their divisions had occasioned, 
the- many souls that 4iad been lost, and the many 
more that were in danger^ while they were wasting 
their strength in contention, and exhorted ev^ry one 
to do what he could to heal a breach that had let in 
so many evils. For his oWn part, he said, he was 
persuaded that Episcopacy, as an order distinct from 
Fresbytery, had existed in the church ever since the 
days of -the apostles; that the world had everywhere 
Beceived the Christian- religion from bishops; and 
that a parity among clergymen was never thought 
of in the church before the middle of the last cen- 
tury, and was then set up rather by accident than 
design; still, how mudi soever he was persuaded of 
this, as they^were of a" different judgment, he had a 
proposal to inake by which they might both preserve 
their opinions, and yet unite in carrying on the preach- 
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ing of the go^el wd die end of their ounistry; and 
that was, merely to recognise the bishops as the 
presidenl^ of their synods sxid presbyteries, with 
liberty to dissent from any ]pea3ure they did not 
approve of. • 

The ministers made no reply; but next day, in the 
bishop's chamber, Mr. Hutcluson, m name of the 
rest, answered his observations respecting. Episcopa- 
cy: — Parity among the ministers of tJie gospel, he 
affirmed t9 be the original apostoUc institution, that 
a perpetual presidency had made way for a lordly 
dominion in the church; and ^at however inconsid- 
erable the thing might seem- to be in itself, it both 
had been and woiM be of great and misdiievous 
consequence. Those present, however, he said, could 
come to no agreement without consulting their bre- 
thren, and therefore desired that the project might be 
submitted to them, which was accordingly done in 
the following form: — ^'^ Prestyteries being setup by 
law, as they were established beforo.the year 1638, 
and the bishop passing from his negative voice, and 
we having liberty to protest and declare against any 
remainder of prelatic power, retained or that may. 
happen at any time to be exercised by him, for a salvo 
for our consciences from homologation thfi»r^f — y«ur 
opinion is required, as to whether we can with safety 
to our principles join in these presbyteries? or what 
else is it that we will desire to do for peace in the 
church and an accommodation-^Episcopacy being 
always preserved ?*' 

Upon these queries, the ministers in the souA and 
west had a very numerous meeting, when, -afler Jong 
reasoning, it was unanimously agreed, that to sit in 
eccleaastical courts called by bishops, whose only 
right emanated from- the supremacy of the crown, 
was virtually acknowledging that supremacy — a 
thing very different from meeting in the presbyte- 
ries which were indicted, a. n. 1638, by the intriasic 
power of the church, and therefore could not be com- 
plied with ; and as to the salvo of a protest, if would 
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be a protestation contrary^ to the fact, and so no salvo 
to an honest man's conscience. For the sake of 
peace; they had no objection to join in public worship 
with a bii^op, or sudi as were ordained by him*, but 
as to acknowledging their office, by sitting in courts 
with them, they could not see how that could at all 
be reconciled with (heir prin<^ples. 

Several conferences took |4ace between Leighton 
and Mr. Hutdiison's smaU party; but the utmost the 
latter could be brought to concede, was, to consent 
to the appointment of the bishops as perpetual presi- 
dents or constant moderators in their Synods and pres- 
byteries, which being no divine institution, it was 
thought the king might be allowed to appoint, but 
they required the resumption of assemblies and the 
legal recognition ef all the ess^itial parta of Presby- 
terian Churieh government — a proposal which met 
the approbation, of no party. The prelates saw in 
the loss of their negative, voice in the courts, S. relin- 
quishing of a main pitiar of Episcopacy; while the 
more consistent Presbyterians affirmed that, to allow 
the royal nomination of a perpetual president, was 
laying a foundation for ^g'ain rearing, when times 
should prove more propitious, the prekrtic power. 

Thus the ccmferences brdke up ; and as usual in 
all such cases, the ineffectual endeavours to procure 
peace, tended greatly to imbitter the -war. Seme,* 
however, refused to conform to the present establish- 
ment upon higher and more scriptural grounds. They 
had observed that popery and profanity always in- 
creased where conformity preva.iled, and that the 
Lord had stamped this murk of his displeasure upon 
prelacy, that under it truth and godliness had ever 
sensibly decayed They therefore rejected all fellow- 
ship with it, as a plant which man, and not God, had 
planted; and they refused to hold communion in 
church government with those who, by their qare-- 
le^ness and neg^gence, were the destroyers of his 
holy mountain, and laid his vineyard waste — ^who 
had been thrust into the oversight of charges whence 
many had been cast out, whom the Lord ha^ made 
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poliidied shafb in his ovra right hand for gaining 
souls to Christ.* 

[1671.] Where the fundamental principles of par- 
ties in religion are opposite, it is vain to expect that 
public disputation will reconcile them. The Pre^y- 
terians liaye ever held that Jesus- Christ is the su- 
preme Head, King, and lawgiver of his church, 
with whose statutes, ordinances, and appointments 
no earthly power has a right to interfere ; and how- 
ever this principle may have been obscured by cir- 
cumstances, or how much soever it may have been 
misrepresented by enemies, or mieimderstood by ill* 
informed friends, it was the principle for which these 
excellent men, who Were now accounted too- rigid, 
earnestly contended, and which, when they came to 
die, they were anxious should be fully cleared as the 
ground of their sufferings. The Scottish Episcopa- 
lians owned the supremacy of the king, theur whole 
systenf was based upon his prerogative, and they 
acknowledged his power to model the ^government 
of the house of God according to his pleasure. 

Leighton had attempted a compromise between 
these two abhorrent opidions, and, hadnot their self- 
interest opposed, it is evident the latter could ofier 
no argument for non-cojtipliance with a royal man- 
date for conciliation ; white the former, wi^out vio- 
lating their conscience, could not advance a step 
upon such ground* When they separated, however, 
upon this distinct, palpable, and, so long as each 
retained their principles^ irremediabte cause of dif- 
ference, the Presbyterians were represented aa obsti- 
nate,* unreasonable men, full of an entangled scrupu- 
losity; and the privy coimcil, immediately ordered 
their act requiring all the indulged ministeFs to attend 
the bishops' presbyterial meetings, under the penalty 
of being straitly confined withm the Umits of the 
parishes where they preached, to be stricdy enforced; 
nor dlared they visit a dying parent, although, not a 

* Mr. MenzieB, raiifister of Carlaverock, who had conformed, with- 
drew this year from the bishop*s presbyter j of Dmnfries, and gave 
in a testimony to this eSscL 
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mile dtstant, wkliout special leave asked and granted 
from that arbitrary court. To add to the hardship 
of this imprisonment, their salaries were very irre- 
gularly paid, and their applications so violently op- 
posed by the primate, that it was with difficulty, and 
after in some cases a twelvemonth^ delay, an order 
could be obtained upon the collector of the vacant 
stipends. 

The observation of the anpiversary of the king's 
birth-day was anew rigidly enjoitied, and the sheriffs 
required to see that the councils act forbidding lec- 
turingr was ^obeyed, and that the names of such as 
contravened should be sent to them. A committee, 
at the head of which stood the Archbishep of Si. 
Andrews, was next appointed, to consider what 
further could be done to suppress conventicles, and 
to «ee that the militia did not neglect their duty in 
preventing or dispersing these hated assemblies,. -or 
in apprehending and bringing to condign punishment 
all who should contenance such atrocities! In order 
to render offenders still more inexcusable, the patrons 
in the westwere reconamended to use all diligence to 
get thek dmrohes-planted with able and godly min- 
isters, but they were either imable or unwilling to 
comply; and, in the month of July, the affair was 
tunied over to the bishopsr, who provided incum- 
bents,- which inflamed the evil; for, instead of dje- 
creasing, the obnoxious meetings multiplied. 

Linlithgowshire, Fife, and the Lothians were es- 
pecially infected ; and, during the present year, the 
most remarkable conventicles appear to have been 
held immediately in the vicinity of the primate's 
dwelling, not far distant from Linlithgow Palace, 
and in the muirs-of Livingstone, Bathgate, Calder, 
and Torphichto. The Duke of Hamilton's factor at 
Kinniel, who acted likewise as baron-bailie, was fa- 
vourabley aad by his-connivance Mr. Blackader fre- 
quently visited the seaport town of Borrowstownness 
or its vicinity, where, many years after, the effects 
of his ^nd his brethrens' preaching were felt. 

implacably bent against the ^^ outted'^ ministers^ 
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the prelates would neither allow them to obey their 
consciences actively nor passively. If they preached, 
prayed, or exhorted, beyond the bounds of thefar own 
families, they were persecuted as the most obnox- 
ious pests -of society. If they remained at home and 
refrained from these duties, lif tiiey did not attend the 
parish church regularly with their families, they were 
complained of as disobedient, and the sheriifs were 
ordered by the council to commit them to prison. 
Yet, notwithstanding, "at thatthne," Mr. Fraser of 
Brae remarks, "the church of Christ had great rest 
and liberty from persecution, through variance among 
the statesmen ;'* so highly was a short respite from 
actual -suffering then esteemed, though loaded with 
heavy, and what would now be reckoned intolerable, 
burdens. • . 

The variance* referred to was a quarrel between 
Lauderdale and those who had -assii^ted him in over- 
turning his former opponents, whom ho now reward- 
ed with the usual gratitude of politicians, by procur- 
ing their dismissal from office fis soon as he found 
them stand in the way of his own adjranoement. 
When he sacrificed his religion itpon Uie altar of 
ambition, he threw his morality into the same fire; 
and, according to the fashion of the court, Uved in 
open.adultery. Lady Dysart, his paramour, whom, 
upon the death of his lady, soon after [1^7^] he 
married, was remarkable in her day for personal 
beauty and fascinating manners, joined to imfeeling 
rapacity and cina^l extravagance; and her influence 
completed a dreadful revolution in his character, al- 
ready depraved by his prosperous career as a cour- 
tier.. She caused him to separate from the only 
portion of his confidential friends who had the coi|r- 
age to oppose his violence, or the virtue to attempt 
it; and when Sir Robert Murray and Tweeddale 
were now. removed from the direction of public 
afiairs, all decency and moderation soon followed. 
Together with a few of his devoted creatures, ho 
engrossed every place of importance in the country. 
In his own person he held the offices of €bmmis- 
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sionet, President of the Council, a Lord of the Trea- 
sury and of the'.Sessioir, Agent tit Court for the royal 
burghs, Captain of the Castle, and Captain of the 
Bass*— ^ high insulated rock at the mouth of the 

* ^Tbe Bass is a veTy- high rock in the sea, two mikQ distant from 
the nearest point of the kind which is south of it; covered it is with 
grass on the uppermost parts thereof, where is a garden where 
herbs grow, with some cherrytrees, of thfe fruit of which I several 
times tasted, below which garden there is a chapel for divine ser- 
Tiee; hutf in retgard no minister was allowed for it^ the ammunition 
of the garrison was kept therein. Landing )iere is very difficult and 
dangerous; for, if any storm blow, ye cannot enter because of the 
violence of the swetiing waves, which beat with a wonderful noise 
upon the rock, and sometimes in such a vicdent manner, that the 
broken waves reverberating on the rock with a mighty force, have 
come up over the walls of the garrison on tlie eourt before the pris- 
oners* chambers, which is above twenty cubits height Apd with a 
full sea most you land; or, if it be e£^, you must be either craned 
up, or climb with hands and feet up some -steps artificially made on 
the rock, and must have helps besides of those who are on the top 
of the rock, who pull you up by "the hand. 'Nor is there any place 
. of landing but one about tlie wh<de rock, which* is of circumference 
•ome three, qn^irters of a mile; here you aiay hnd in a feir day and 
full sQa without great hazard, the rest of it on every side bein? so 
high and steep. Only on '.the south side thereof, the rock falls a 
litUe level, where you ascend several steps till you come to the Gov- 
ernor's house, and from that some steps higher you ascend to a level 
court, where a house for prisoners and soldiers is; whence Mkewise, 
by windings cut out of the rock, there is a path which leads you to 
the top of the rock, whose height doth bear off all north, east, and 
west storms, lying -open only *to the soutii; and on the uppermost 
parts of the rock there is grasp^sufficient to feed twenty jv twenty, 
feur sheep, who are there very &t and good. In these uppermost 
parts of tlie rock were sundry walks of some threescore feet length, 
and some very solitaryf where'we sometimes entertained ourselves. 
The yeessible places were defended with several walls and cannon 
placed on them, which compassed only the south parts. The rest 
of the rock is defended by nature, by the huge height and steepness 
of the rock, being some ferty cubits high in the lowest place. It 
was a part of a country gentleman's ihheritaace, which falling from 
hand to hand, and changing many masters, it was at last bought 
by the king, who repaired the old houses And walls, and built some 
new houses for prisoners; and a garrison of twenty or twenty-four 
•oldiers therein are sufficient, if courageous, to devoid it 'from mil- 
lionv^men, and only expugnaUe by hunger. 'Tis commanded by 
a Lieutenant, who does reap thereby some considerable profit, which, 
besides his pay, may be oafe hundred pounds a year and better. 
There is no foontain«water therein, and they are> only served with 
rain that fklls out of the jcloUds, and is preserved in some hoUow 
caverns digged xmt of the ro^k, Th«ir 4rink and prpyisie^s Mr» 
VOL. L 22 
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Frith of Forth, new converted into a state prison. 
His brothei:, Hatton, was Treasurer^ Bepute-General 
of the Mint, and Lord of Session ; AthoU, Justice-* 
General and Prjyy SeaJ j KincarcUiie, Admiral of 
Scotland ; Sir James Dalrymple of Stair, President 
of the Court of Sesigpn ; and Lockhart of Lee, -Lord 
Justice-Clerk. 

Influenced by French counsels, Charles in the be- 
ginning of the y ear^ suddenly commenced against the 
Dutch the most unprovoked hostilities, by a piratical 
but unsuccessful attack uppn their Smyrna fleet, 
which was followed by a declaration of war, founded 
upon pretexts either false or ridiculous.* The whole 
line of his policy went to destroy liberty and religion 
at home and abroad — ^to fetter his people, though at 
the expense of being himself as much the Aespicahle 
pensioner of France, as he was the degraded slave 
of his own licentious passions. Lauderdale aptly 
ministered to all his imquity; and his management 
of* Scotland was in unison with the traitorous band 
of conspirators, of whom he was one, against English 
freedom, known by the Aame of the " Cabal,'* and in 
entire subservience to the king's designs against his 
subjects. Being created a duke, he came down to 
his vice-royalty with his duchess, in great pomp, and 
made a tour with her Grace tte)ughout the country, 
the -nobles vieing with each other in the magnificence 
of their entertainments to the noble pair. 

Parliament met in June, and was opened in.great 
a^ate by the CommissNLoner , whose lady^ seated wjthin 

earried from the other side by a boat, whic^ onlj waits on the gar* 
risen, and hath a salary of six pounds yearly fbr keeping up the 
same, besides what they get (^ these persons that corae either to see 
the prisoners, or are carious to see the garrison. Hewe fowls of 
erery sort trre to be founds who build in tlie clifts of the rock, the 
most considerable of which is the solan goose, whose yovuig, weU 
fledged, ready to fly, are taken, and yield near one hnnchred pounds 
yearly, and might be much more^ were they carefhOy improved."— 
Man, of FroMer of BreOi pp. «98--300. 

* One of the reasons for involving the nation m blood, was, that 
the Dutch had insulted the king- by aDowin£> a eariqature to be sold, 
in which he was exhibited as receiving a quantity of inoney in a. 
*^ disoowBed" hat, which M««# fest mto the Isp'of-hu mistrMs! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Amf AXS Of THE PSBSEetTTION. 25$ 

the bar^ heard her lord deliver his speech — a mark 
of hoBOur ntMie even of the kings of Scotland had 
ever bestowed upon their queens, and which- the rery 
doubtful character of the duchess did not in. public 
opinion seem to therit All the aerere acts against 
conrenticles were confirmed and extended. To shut 
every avenue to power or place against Presbyteri- 
ans, non^ but those well affected to the religion and 
government of th© chufch as establij^Wl, were to be 
appointed officers of the fniliti^; and both officers and 
men were ordered to take the oath of allegiance and 
the declaration, under pain of banishment ; and to 
preveRt Ihe contii^uance of that detested religion, the 
whole of those who'professed it were forbid to license 
€»r ordain any person to &e ministerial office; all 
ordinations since 1661 were declared null- atid void, 
the ordainers and ordained -subjected to banishment, 
aikl their goods to confiscation ; persons married 
hy noft-confehnbts forfeited their le^l matrimonial 
ri^ts; and those who did not bring their diiMren to 
the parish minister to be baptized Within thirty dsyn 
after their birth, were to 'be punished by fining — 
hecitors in a fourth part of their rent, and merchants 
Iqr a pecuniary mukt. * 

€k>od laws are too often dead letters in the statute- 
book; but it is seldcHu that cruel, persecnting enact- 
ments are allowed to shunber; and if these enact- 
ments are rendered sources of gain to the wretches 
who are to enforce them/ wo to the subjects their 
fangs can reach^ Relieve their pretences and pre- 
ambles, never was a kingdom blessed a^ was Scot- 
land at this time wUh exceltent legislative measures, 
passed for the preservation of religion, for ensuring 
attendance on the ordinances, the protection of an 
orthodox ministry, the prevention of schism, and the 
promotion of Cluristianity in a regulair orderly man- 
ner. There were, also, admirable laws for suppress- 
ing profanky and all manner of immorality. These 
stand enrolled among our records; and were we to 
judge ftom the preambles of the printed acts of par- 
Uanaent, no nation was evbr so happy in an establish- 
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m$nt for the furtherance of the gospel — lihat so stre^ 
nuously watched over its interest by seeii^ all the 
churches fiUed by able pastors^ and these pastors 
properly supported by legal contributions. In fine, 
judge from the profession of her rtilers; representa- 
tives, and clergy, the people, were too happy in a 
pious, beneficent, and fatherly govemtnwit, but did 
not know their own mercies. Now look al^the {aucL 
The churdies were deserted because the clergy were 
incapable, and the gospel -was Jbanii^ed to the wilds 
of the country, and.even these persecuted. I subjoin 
an instance. 

^^ At or near Bathgate a great multitude had assenr- 
Wed to hear the word of God preached by Mr. Rid- 
dell. This being known, a party of dragoons, com- 
nmnded by one Lieutenant Inglis, who kept garrison 
in JMid Ccdder, made search for them on the muirs. 
The meeting had notice of this; but hearing they 
w^e jat a distance, and, als some repcnrted, returning 
to their quarters, again, Ihey were the* more secure 
and continued their worship ; but within a little, they 
appeared in sight and that near, ere they knew* 
Upon which the most part got over a bog and that 
hard by, where horse and foot could not follow, but 
many stood on the other side, thinking themselves 
safe. Mean time, the dragoons came up and appre- 
hended' several on the spot ; among others, Sandi- 
lands. Lady Helderston's brother. Then they ap- 
proached te the side of the bog, and - shot on among 
the people, as they usually basely did on such occa- 
sions to shoot bullets among such a promiscuous 
multitude of men, women, and cljfildren, though they 
found them without arms. One of their shot lighted 
on ane honest man, an heritor in. Bathgate parish, 
and killed him dead on the spot. They carried their 
prisoners t^ the gfirrison at Calder, .with a great booty 
of cloaks, plaids, bibles, and what else they could lay 
their hands on, spoiling the poor people, as they had 
got the victory over a foreign enemy.^* 

Fining was too fertile a source of emolument to be 
relinqui^ed by an administration so extravagant as 
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fhe Dtflce of Lauderdale's. Exoi*bitant sums were 
thus extorted from the most respectable gentlemen 
and substantial tenants, which were lavished upon 
the retainers of government or the private friends of 
the Commissioner. It would be idle to attempt even 
guessing the amount of money raised this year by 
small exactions, but some of the larger may be men- 
tioned. Hay of Baihousie, or Boussi, as Kirkton 
styles him, afterWatds Earl of- Kinnoull, th6n a very 
young man, but newly left school, was 'fined one 
thousand pounds sterling for having heaVd his own 
chaplain officiate in situations that brought him under 
the penalties of the conventicle act. Dnimmond of 
Meggins, becau^ his wife had been guilty of attend- 
ing some field-preaching, was tabled for five hundred; 
and their convictions were aggravated by the insult- 
ing raillery of Lauderdale, who' told Ihem when their 
bonds were, signed — ^ Grentlemen, now ye know the 
rate of a conventicle, and shame fall them first fails.** 
A house conventicle cost Ann Countess Dowager of 
Wigton, four thousand merks. A Mr. James Dim- 
can at Duplin, got off for half the sum. The general 
rate for those of lower rank seems to have been five 
hundred 6aoh. 

• Yet, while thus actively urging this lucrative per- 
secution, his Grace had brought wilh him powers 
for granting a new and more comprehensive indul- 
gence. K was no't, however, till fhe month of August 
fiiat any thing was done in the matter, when about 
twenty of the " outted^* ministers met at Edinburgh, 
and deputed two of their number, Mr. James Kirk- 
ton and GabrielCunningham, to wait upon Sir James 
Dahymple of Stair, to learn the certainty of the re- 
port and entreat his good offices.* These he readily 
promised, but, from whatever reason, they proved 
metfectual; and on the 3d September, Lord's day, 
nn act of council was agreed to, that was in- fact 
rather an act of confinement than one M indulgence. 
By it the Presbyterian ministfersj "outtfed" sirice 1 SSfi^ 
were ordered to repair to certain parii^es, there to 
remain — some two together, some thre^ — and to ex- 
22* 
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ercise their functions, nor pass their limits, without a 
license from the bishop of the diocese. They were 
not to preach any where but, in the parish church — 
to administer the Lord's Supper on the same day in 
all the parishes — and to admit no person jprom a 
neighbouiing parish to any church privilege without 
a line from their minister, unless the parish kirk were 
vacant And all ministers not. mentioned by name 
in this act, if they presumed to exercise any part of 
the ministerial chity, were to be punished according 
to the pleasure o{ dbe coimcil. 

An indulgence so miserably clogged did not, and 
perhaps was not intended to, meet the views of 'any 
of the Presbyterians; but whilst thpy almost imani- 
mously disapproved of the act, they divided as to the 
prppriety of accepting the offer of government under 
protest; or, in other language, of entering upon the 
office of the mihistryunder any restriction, after pre- 
senting to the council an enumeration of tJieir griev- 
ances, and praying for a relaxation. This mode of 
procedmre some thought would exonerate their con- 
sciences, and be a testimony against the Erastian 
proceedings of government. The more consistent 
agreed that the testimony would be right- 'provided 
they acted, up to it by refusing to accept the indul- 
gence, else it would only be affording an excuse for 
ministers who wished one, to accept what they other- 
wise were not in their minds clear about accepting. 

The dispute ran high; and, at this distance of time, 
and living as we do, untried by the perilous assail- 
ments ta which these good men were exposed, it 
would ill become us to pronounce harshly upon the 
conduct of either party; yet it is in^)ossible hot to 
approve, apd that highly, of the noble, intrepid, and 
disinterested proceedings of the latter, -who chose 
rather to suffer for a good conscience, than accept of 
deli^iGerance under such, circumstances. The propo- 
sal for emittiog a testimony was accordingly dropped, 
and a number -of ministers accepted of parishes with- 
out further dispute. A few, on entering upon their 
charged, disavowed from their pulpits giving" counte- 
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nance to Erastianism, making a wretdied compro- 
mise with their professions and consciences, which 
neither gained them credit with the people jior se- 
cured them from molestation by their rulers. Those 
who could not comply were in consequence exposed 
to the increased fury of. the persecutor; but that 
was* a small matter compared to the heart-burnings 
and ipelanchqly divisions these debates caused among 
the brethren. ' The exiles in Holland, who were sm- 
fering for their consistency, published against it; and 
the common people, who entered keenly into every 
question, began to doubt of the propriety of hearing 
ministers who departed from the purity of Presbyte- 
rian principle and practice, and became cold even to 
the ministers who, Xhough they had not accepted of 
the indulgence themselves, did npt in their public 
discourses bear testimony against it; and a spirit of 
distrust arose which afterwards led to most unhappy 
consequences. 

fl 673.] Early next year, upon the Duke of Hamil- 
ton's coming to Edinburgh, a council was held to 
learn the success of the indulgence in the west, when 
he gave it as his opinion, that, had the whole of the 
Presbyterian ministers accepted, the country might 
have been quiet; but, as so njany refused themselves 
and dissuaded their brethren^ he 'believed the schism, 
as he termed it, would still continue to distract the 
church and disturb the land. He complained chiefly 
of five who were exceedingly active in their ^meet- 
ings, James Kirkton, author of the History of the 
Church of Scotland; Alexander. Moncrief; Robert 
Lockhart; George Campbell; and Robert Fleeming. 
Some of these residing in Edinburgh, the council 
determined that they should either be silent or pro- 
ceed to the parishes allotted as their places^ of con- 
finement. "By an order of the 7th March, all " outted' ' 
ministers were enjoined to remove to a distance of 
five miles from the city, unless they gave bond to 
keep no conventicles; and on the 12th, those of the 
indulged who had not entered upon dieir parishes, 
were called before them, and peremptorily conmiand- 
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ed to show their obedience before, the 1st of June. 
Kirkton thanked them for allowing him so much time 
to consider, and said " he should desire to advise with 
the Lord and his conscience •/' and was dismissed 
till then, together with Mr. Matthew McKail, Robert 
Lockhart, James Donaldson, and some others. 

These injunctions were shortly after followeS by 
anolher fierce proclamation against cQjiventicles, re- 
quiring all heritors and others to give prompt infor- 
mation respecting such meetings to the council under 
pain of being fined at least in a foiu^h part of their 
rents. Still the activity of the respectable part of the 
populafion not meeting the wishes of the coimcil, the 
higher ranks, Hamilton, Eglinton, and Ga^ilis, were 
ordered to undertake the hated office of hunting out 
conventicles and report to Edinburgh. Thp reason 
alleged* was, that the king being at war with the 
Dutch, die latter designed to raise troubles in Scot- 
land, and the conventicles behoved to be dispersed as 
holding communication with the enemy. The coun- 
cil now also conmienced sending ministers to that 
horrible prison, the Bass ; and Mr. Robert Gillespie, 
for conducting the worship of God in a house aS Falk- 
land, was the first who had that honour, because he 
would* not consent to inform upon those who were 
present, and whose fines might have been more 
profitable than his imprisonment. He was followed 
in the month of June by Alexander Peden, an emi- 
nent servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, whose charac- 
ter has suffered little less from the credulity of his 
admirers, than from the ridicule of his enemies. He 
appears to have sprung fi-om persons in humble life, 
and, previously to being licensed, had been school- 
master, precentor, and session-clerk to Mr. John 
Guthrie, at TarboltoB.* He was three years' nainis- 
ter at J^ew Glenluce, in Galloway, whence he was 
ejected soon after the Restoration, and was among 
the first of the field-preachers. In the beginning of 

* Wodrow sajs Fenwkk, evidently a mistake, fbr William Guth- 
rie, author of &e well kiumn excellent treatise, the ** Trial of a 
Saving Interest in Christ,** was minister at Fenwick. 
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I6669 he was denounced by- proclamation, and next 
year declared a rebel and forfeited both in life and 
fortime. He continued. from that time wandering 
and exercising his ministry to great numbers, and 
with much success, alternately in Scotland and Ire- 
land, till June this year, when he, was seized by 
Major Cockburn in the house of Hugh. Ferguson of 
Knockdow, in Carrick, and sent together with' his 
landlord to Edinburgh, ,0n the 26th 4ie was.exam^ 
ined before the councU and committed to the Bass. 
Mr. Ferguson was fined a thousand merks for afford- 
ing him a night's lodgings. And so highly did the 
managers estimate the capture, that they ordered fifty 
pounds sterling to be paid to the Major— twenty-five 
to be distributed among the soldiers, to stimulate to 
new service. 

All proving inefiecfciial, Lauderdale sent down a 
letter. May 31,, in his arrogant style of rude bantering 
jocularity, telling the council that if any of the in- 
dulged were still unwilling to accept of that favour 
upon the terms upon- which it was granted, they 
i^ould not at all press them to it; but instead of that^ 
require sufficient assurance of their forbearing con- 
venticles, going regularly to c^rurch, and behaving 
orderly in the places where they resided, adding, 
** because some of them are displeased, forsooth ! with 
the late indulgence, you shall secure them from the 
fear of any more of that kind! and let them know 
that if after all the lenity used toward them, they 
stiU continue refractory and untractabje, the wfiole 
of the royal power shall be employed for securing 
the- peace of the church and kingdom from their 
seditious practices." 

Money and blood ar^ the fundamental principles 
of all false religions; and love of the world is not a 
more absolute criterion by which to judge of an indi-^ 
viduaPs Christifiaiity, than a sure and certain rule by" 
which to judge whether a qhurcb be a church of 
Christ or no. Attachment to the temporalities of an 
ecclesiastical establishment is aS clear and distinct a 
feature of antichrist, wherevey it is found, as any 
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given in the vTGfd of God, by whatever name tibat 
establishment be called, whetihl^ a Protestant Episco- 
pacy or the Hierarchy ^ Rome. These were pFOmi* 
nent features of the prelacy of Scotland* I subjoin 
an example of ^feir extortioh. TTie whole sucoeed* 
ing yescrs will bear evidence to 4heir lust of bJood. 
In Renfrew alone the fc^lowing sums were awarded 
against eleven gentlemen, and only not levied to their 
fuJl extent because a compromise could be readily 
procured by the ecclesiastical robbers, while it might 
have been doubtful whether, if •the whole had been 
sued'^for, they might not have been forced to chare 
the produce \vith the legal ruffians: — Sir Greorge Max* 
well of Newark, for three years* absence from churoh, 
31,200 pounds Scots; for weekly conventicles, €2,- 
400; and for disorderly baptisms, 1200, making a 
total of 94,800 pounds Scots, or dBTSOO. Is. 6d. ster- 
ling — ^the Laird of Douchal,- afterwards PoFterfield, 
84,400 Scots, or ^^7032 sterling — Sir Geoi^e Max- 
well, NetherpoUock, in 93,600 Scots, or de7500 ster* 
ling — ^Cunningham of -Camcurran, 15,833. 6s. 6d^ 
Scots-^Johu Maxwell of Dargarvel, 18,900 Scots— 
Walkinshaw of Walkinshaw, 12,600 Scots — and five 
others 4n different sums, making a -total of 368,031. 
3s. 4d., Scots. 

Partial compliances did boC secure the indulged 
from trouble, nor were they less the objects of the 
bishops* hatred than their more resolute brethren. 
When the anniversary of the king's Mrth-day return- 
ed, they were smnmonfed to appear before the ooundl 
to give an account of the manner in which they cele- 
brated it ; and the "reverend fethers4n God** appear- 
ed as their most violent accusers. - As upon former 
occasions, their answers were respecting their past 
practice. When required to pronaise obedi^ice for 
..the future, the majority answered they could not keep 
any day holy but the Sabbafti,'and were fined in the 
one half of their stipends, which does not -appear, 
however, to have been rigorously exacted. " Unfortu- 
nately, however, some excused themselves by not 
having seen the coimcil's instructions; immediately 
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the instructions were tendered them, but Mr^ Alexan<^ 
der Blair, Hiinister in GarstoUy told them that though 
in politeness he would not riefuse receiving the paper, 
yet he could accept of no.instructi0ns from them for 
regulating his ministry, otherwise he should be their 
amb£Uisador,fiot Christ's. For his insolence, as they 
termed it, he was cast into prison, where he remained 
till December, when he was allowed, on account of 
sickness, to be* carried to a private house, till .death 
unloosed his fetters. In the month of January, be 
departed in much joy and in full assurance of faith. 

This incident tended to increase the coolness^ be- 
tween the people and the indulged; for they did not 
think that the other ministers had been sufficiently 
explicit in their testimony; and ^hen they returned 
to their parishes, ^' they were to their great grief,** 
says Kirkton, "treated with no less reproach than the 
nickname of Council Curates." " Gutted" ministers 
who had no particular parishes allowed them,, were 
required to repair to such ^ the council should name ; 
but as they could not see it consistent with any moral 
or Christian duty to present themselves for the pur-» 
pose of being punished without a crime, Robert Flee- 
ming, Thomas Hogg, John Lidderdale, and Alexan- 
der Hutchison, were ordered to be apprehended and 
brought before the council, wherever they could be 
found; Instead of reconciling the Presbyterians to 
the domination of bishops, 4sueh proceedings added 
to the number of recusants, and these, always from 
the most conscientious. Mr. Forrester, minister at 
Alva, and Mr. John Burnet, indulged at Kilbride, 
both abandoned/ prelacy towards the end of this year, 
and both bore explicit testimony against the civil 
power of ther magistrate in the church of God^ Mr. 
Forrester, in a letter ta the prelatical presbytery of 
Stirling, disclaimed their jurisdiction, "because it was 
fountained in, derived from, or.referrible to, the ma- 
gistrates," whiclksays he, " I judge to be contrary to 
the word of God, the confession of reformed churches, 
and our own church's government; for the two 
powers, civil and ecclesiastic, are distinct toto gemre 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



264 ANNALS 6p'the persecution. 

both as to the originatl; the feilbject matter, the man- 
ner of working, and the end designed, distinct limits 
being put betwixt them, both in the Old and New 
Testament. Under the law, a standing priesthood 
were to meddle with matters of the Lord distinct 
from matters of the king. The* judgments on Saul 
and Uzziah, show' the Lord's displeasure at magis- 
trates Intermeddling with spiritual matters. Under 
the New Testament, the Lord Jesus, the King, Head, 
and Lawgiver of his church, hath a visible kingdom 
which he exerciseth in and over the church visible 
by its spiritual oflSce-bearers, given to it as a church, 
and therefore distinct from, and independent upon, 
the civil power — ^the keys t)f the khigdom of heaven 
being by him committed,, not to the m^tgistratfes, but 
to the apostles' successors in the Work of the minis- 
try.'* He therefore quitted the"^ Established Church, 
betook himself to the fields, and shared in the labours 
and obloquy of the persecuted. Mr. Burnet was pre- 
vented by sicjaiess from personally bearing witness 
to the same high prerogatives of Christ ; but he left 
his reasons for refusing to submit to any temporal 
supremacy in writing, and died rejoicing in the hope 
of the glory of God. His last wordi^ were-»-" Glory ! 
glory! glory!" 

It deserves to be remarked, Hiat he and several 
other distingnished ministers, -although they Had no 
liberty to accept of the indulgence themselves, yet 
did not deem it a reason why they should with- 
draw their affection from those who had, or throw 
any obstacle in the way of those they ccftisidered 
messengers of ^e gospel; for these worthies thought 
preaching salvation to sinners so paramount a duty, 
that they would have ventured upon every thing but 
sin to achieve it themselves or promote it by others. 

Charles and his advisers^in attempting to introduce 
despotism, had as little consulted their own peace as 
that of his kingdom. He was harsrssed by his Eng- 
lish parliament ; and Lauderdale having been voted 
a public grievance, was glad to seek refuge in Scot- 
land, where, in the month of December, he came 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ANNALB OF THE PERSECUTION. 265 

down to hold a fourth session of the parliament. 
Suspecting no opposition, if he secured the support 
of the clergy, he told the estates that the most effec- 
tual course would be taken for curbing and suppres- 
sing the insolent fiefld conventicles, and other seditious 
practices, which hadiso much abounded — that if fair- 
ness would not, force must compel the refractory to 
be peaceable and to obey the laws. But instead of 
his declarations being met with the submissive adula- 
tion they were wont, the Duke of Hamilton, support- 
ed- by a strong party, presented their grievances; 
and when the Commissioner with his usual haughty 
roughness interposed to silence complaint. Sir Patrick 
Home of Polwart demanded to know, -whether it 
was not a free parliament? And after a short 
tumultuous session, in which, amid the dissensions 
of the statesmen, the Presbyterians escaped for the 
time any severer- enactment, the meeting was ad- 
journed, and the parties sought each to justify the 
strife-to the king. Hamilton repaired4o London and 
laid a statement of the enoniious abuses before his 
majesty, but only received fair promises that were 
never performed, and incurred a resentment that 
never was appeased.- Lauderdale retained his situa- 
tiofn and rather increased in favour with the king. 

[1674.] It is a melancholy and an appalling con- 
siderations for those who stand forward as reformers 
and patriots, that, in struggles for religion, for liberty, 
or for any good principle, those who sincerely strive 
to gain such objects are usually found in a nnnority 
at last ; and* when they.hav«.been the means of con- 
ferring the most essential benefits upon the country, 
they are generally left loseri^ themselves. Amid the 
conflicts of the statesmen, and their loud complaints 
about the oppression and ruin of the country, no 
mention had been made of the primary and most 
palpable of all its distresses, the religious grievances 
of the Presbyterians : — ^those which in fact had been 
the origin of all the- calamities of Scotland, and the 
triumph of which was to secure the cause of freedom, 
were utterly lost sight of in their miserable sqUab- 
VOL. I. 23 
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bling about the monopoly of «alt and the smoggUng 
of brandy. 

Both Hamilton and Lauderdale were supposed 
friendly to the persecuted ; and \irhile the nation was 
convulsed with their political coDtenUons, and their 
attention was sufficiently employed elsewheFe, the 
pious, resolute^ and consistent part of the persecuted 
ministers improved the respite for proclaiming peace 
upon the mountains, bringing good tidings" of good, 
publishing salvation, and ssrying to Zion, <^ Thy God 
reigneth*!'' Conventicles increased both in number 
and frequency. They began early in the year, and 
the indefatigable Mr. Blackader beat up the pri- 
mate's quarters upon the 2d day of January.* On 
that day he collected at Kinkel, within a mile of St 
Andrews, a Targe auditory, wiiich filled the long 
gallery and two chambers, besides a great number 
standing without doors. He lectured on the -second 
Psalm, a portion of Scripture remarkably applicable, 
and preached Irom Jer. xiii 18. The primate's wife 
hearing of the €issembly, sent for the miUtia, who 
were fully prepared in warlike array, under fi Lieu- 
tenant I>oig, accompanied by a great number of the 
rascality, with many of the worst set of seholars from 
the coUege and some noblemen's sons. They drew 
up at a distance from the gate, before which stood 
the laird, his brother, and the minister'a eldest son ; 
but they caused no interruption till the leeture was 
finished and the psalm sung, when some people 
called -out that there was an alarm; on which the 
servioe stepped and the men. ranged outside the gate 
with the laird. Meanwhile, some of the rabble had 
got into the stable and ^ere carrying off the laird 'it 
hors^, which he observing, aimed a • blow at the 
fellow who had him ; but some of the ^ illrset schol- 
lars'' Ia3ring hold on bis cane,- si struggle ensued, and 

* About the lame time, the precise date is uncertain, Crail, where 
Sharpe had been a' Presbyterian minister, was yisi^cd by Mr. John 
Dickson ; anif the unhappy apostate was tormented by the-sound of 
tiie i^ospd an his right hand and on bb left, while he vainly stroye 
bj military force to destroy the Buth which once he preached, 
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the laird fell. Mr. Welsh, who was also there, and 
KinkePs brother, instantly drew; and the Lieutenant 
and his men seeing them so resolute, and supposiing 
that they were well supported, fell back, nor dared 
approach sufficiently near the gate to discover their 
error. Mrs. Murray then went up to the Lieutenant 
and asked him why he came in that hostile manner 
to trouble their house on the' Lord*s day ? He said 
he had an order, which she requesting to see, he told 
her he would show it to the laird ; and,* attended by 
a sergeant, was drawing near the gate, when Mr. 
Murray called, as he approached-—" How is it. Lieu- 
tenant, that you come to disturb us on the Sabbath 
day?'' In great trepidation he delivered the laird 
an order which had been subscribed by the Chancel- 
lor about a year before for apprehending him and 
his brother. When Kinkel had read it, "I see,'* 
said he, " you have an old order from the Chancellor 
to that effect, which was extorted from him by the 
prelate. If you mind to execute it now, you may, 
but you shall see the faces of men.'' The Lieuten-* 
ant, grievously alarmed, cursed himself if he had.a 
mind to execute • it. After which the bdy caused 
bring forth some ale for the Lieutenant and his men; 
but one of them, whose -companion had been a little 
hurt, said he would drink none of her drink; he 
would rather drink her heart's blood. The- rest par- 
took of the refreshments and went aWay. Compo- 
sure being restored, the minister proceeded with his 
sermon, and the whole closed in peace. 

Some' time after this, Mr. Blackader had another 
meeting at Kinkel, where vast numbers from St. 
Andrews attended as hearers, and even some of the 
militia. Sharpe', who was that Sabbath day at home, 
hearing of it, sent for the provost and commanded 
him to order out the military, disperse the conventi- 
cle, and apprehend the minister. "My lord," re- 
plied the provost, to the prelate's dismay, "the mili- 
tia are gone there already to hear the preaching, and 
we have.none to send." And among them was the 
soldier that had refused drink from Lady Kinkel, 
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who was especially marked to be moved, and wept 
beyond the rest ; so wonderfully did the Lord coun^ 
tenance the persecuted gospel, even bloody enemies 
being overcome with conviction. 

Exasperated at the mulliplicatidh of these meet- 
ings, the Episcopalian clergy added the foulest and 
the falsest calumnies to their other modes of opposi- 
tion, and the synod of Glasgow, October 22, had the 
unblushing effrontery to charge these assemblies with 
crimes of which they th^nselves -could never have 
believed them guilty — ^' incest, bestiality, murder of 
children, besides frequent adulteries, and other acts 
of wickedness;*^ after which, it is little that they 
should. have beerv accused of fanaticism, disloyalty, 
and cursing the king. Towards the end of March, be- 
fore Lauderdale left Scotland, he published an indem- 
nity, which, although like many others with which 
the nation was insulted during this reign, almost only 
so in name, was received by the people as a license for 
frequentiug conventicles, which continujsd to multiply 
in consequence, and especially as a report was- assi- 
duously circulated of his having secretly promised 
that an ample liberty would be granted to Presbyte- 
rian ministers soon after his arnval at court. . Few 
were held in the west where the indulged ministers 
were settled, but on the borders, in the Merse, Lo- 
thians, StirUngshire, and Fife, they greatly abounded, 
in houses, fields, and vacant churches. The more 
private worshippers .in houses were overlQoked> the 
vast assemblages ki the mpuntains, and mosses, and 
muirs chiefly attracting the attention of government; 
and " at these great meetings,** says Kirkton, " many 
a soul was converted to Jesus Christ, but far more 
turned from the bishops to profess themselves Pres- 
byterians," 

Mr. Welsh was among the most diligent and suc- 
cessful of the labourers, particularly in Fife, where 
many thousands were wont to assemble. His preach- 
ing was attended with, a visible blessing in the con- 
version of many to the Lord; and among them were 
some in the higher ranks^ especially ladies;' for it is 
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somewhat remarkable that in these days of peril and 
danger, the weaker sex were distinguished for their 
intrepid zeal; and there is reason to brieve that not 
a few, conspicuous for their piety, -were brought to 
the obedience of faith at these assemblies. The 
Countess of Crawford, daughter of the Earl of An- 
nandale, was one of the number, and dated her first 
impressions from a sermon .preached by Mr. Welsh 
at Duraquhair, near Cupar, where about eight thou- 
sand persons were presefht, and th^ power of God was 
manifested to the checking of the conscience and the 
awakening >of the hearts of ihany. On the same 
Sabbath three other conventicles were held^ and it 
Was computed not less than sixteen thousand" persons 
heard the gospel plainly and earnestly preached by 
Mr. Robert Lockhart at Path-head, near Kirkcaldy ; 
Mr. Blackader, near Dunfermline; and Mr. Wel- 
wood on the Lomond Hills. This last meeting was 
fired upon by the soldiers, but although their bullets 
lighted among a' crowd of men, women, and chil- 
dren, and brake the ground beside them, not one -was 
wounded. ' They, however, took about eighteen pris- 
oners, and then marched for Duraquhair to attack 
Mr. Welsh;* but the people got notice and hurried 
him away, a great body escorting him as far as 
Largo, where they procured* a boat, and he 'and his 
wife, with some others, crossed the Frith under night 
safely, and landed at Aberlady Bay, whence he got 
uiidiscovered to Edinburgh. Even the capitel itself 
and the neighbourhood were ^rely infested with 
these noxious meetings. Kirkton* had long had regu- 
lar house-preachiijg in the city, but this year, embol- 
dened Uke others by the expectation of favour, he, 
along with Mr. Johnston, again ventured upon sacred 
ground, and Cramond Kirk being vacantj they had 
both been repeatedly guilty of (^daring the t^nth 
from that pulpit to large aijd attentive auditories. 

Agtiinsr these there were many grievous com^ 
plaints by the prelates, of which Lauderdale took 
advantage to lower the credit of the Duke of Hamil- 
ton and bis party with the king, and in this he was 
23* 
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SO successful, that, about the end of May, the privy 
council was remodelled, and those only who were 
entirely devoted to his interest permitted to remain. 
On the 4th of June, when they first assembled, they 
were assailed in rather an unusual manner. 

Reports of increased severities being about to be 
resorted to against conventicles haying reached Edin- 
burgh, as -men durst not appear with any petition 
under pain of being fined or imprisoned, fifteen wo- 
men, chiefly ministers' widows, resolved to present 
as many copies of " a himible supplication for Uberty 
to the honest ministets throughout the land to exer- 
cise their holy functiori without molestation," to fif- 
teen of the principal lords of council. Attended by 
a crowd of females, who filled the Parliament Close, 
they awaited the arrival of the .counsellors^ Sharpe 
came along with -the Chancellor, and when he saw 
the ladies, in great bodily fear he kept close by Jiis 
lordship, who seemed to enjoy the primate's terrors, 
and complacently allowed Mr. John Livingstone's 
widow to accompany him to the Council-Chamber 
door, conversing as they went along, while others 
very unceremoniously saluted Sharpe with the epi- 
thets of Judas and traitor; and one of them more for*- 
ward than the rest, laid her ha^d upon his neck, and 
told hira " that neck behoved to pay for it before all 
was done,'* The -whole of the -lords to whom the 
papers were presented,- received them civilly, except 
Stair, who threw his scornfully upon the grornid, 
which drew upon him a sarcastic remark — ^^ tliat he 
had not so treated the remonstrance against th^ kin^ 
which he helped to pen," When the council met, 
the petition was voted a libel, and about a dozen of 
the subscribers were called and examined. They 
declared severally that no man had had any hand in 
tho matter, and that their sole motive was a sense 
of their perishing- condition for want of the gospel, 
having- no preachers eicept ignorant and pjpofane 
persons whom they could not hear; upon which they 
were ordered into confiaement,and thje Lord Provost 
and the guard sent to disperse the ladies at the door; 
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but they refused to depart without their represeuta* 
tives, who were Ih consequence politely liberated, 
and the tumult ended. Next day, however, they 
were again summoned, when three were sent to pri- 
son — Margaret, a daughter of Lord Warriston's.; a 
Mrs. Cleland ; and a Liliaa Campbell. The former, 
with Lady Mersington and some others, were ban- 
ished the town and liberties of Edinburgh; and so 
ended this affair. 

The fears of 4he ladies were not unfounded. A 
letter from the king to the council was read at the 
same meeting, requiring .them "to use their utnu>st 
endeavours for apprehending preachers at field con- 
venticles, invaders of pulpits, and ringleading heritors, 
and to make use of the militia and standing force for 
that end, leaving'the punishment of the other trans- 
gressors to the ordinary magistrates according to 
law.^' In obedience to which a committee wa*S ap- 
pointed with full powers to meet when and where 
they should think convenient,. to make the-necessary 
inquiries, apprehend whom they should think pro- 
per, and the standing force and militia were placed 
under their immediate direction. At the head wes 
the Archbishop of St. Andrews, the Lord Chancellor, 
and other servants of the crown, assisted by the JEarls 
of Argyle, Linlithgow, Kingbom, Wigtou, and Dun- 
donald. The Duke of Hamilton was named; but in 
present circimistances possessed little power and sel- 
dom attended. Orders wore at the same time issued 
for apprehending the following ministers: — John 
Welsh, Gs^briel Semple, Robert Ross, Samuel Arnot, 
Gabriel Guiminghaoi, Archibald Riddel, John Mos- 
mair, John Blackader, William Wiseheart, David 
Hume, John Dickson, John Rae, Henry Forsyth, 
Thomas Hogg, Robert Law, George Johnstone, Tho- 
mas Forrester, Fraser of Brea, John Law, Robert 
Gillespie^ And to encourage the parties sent out on 
this duty, for the two first, as the most notorious 
offenders, a reward of four hundred pounds sterling 
each was offered; for the others, one thoiisand merks; 
and the soldiers and others who might assist.ih their 
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seizure, were previously pardoned for any bloodshed 
that might o(5bur — such was the niveteracy the rulers 
of "Scotland betrayed against meh whose only crime 
was preaching the gospel. They theti proceeded to 
show nearly equal abhorrence for those who heard 
it, by punishing with fines or imprisonment the most 
obstinate of the heritors. The town of Edinbui^h 
was amerced in one hundred pounds steiling for con- 
venticles in the Magdalene Chapel, to be exacted 
from the chief citizens present ; Mr. John Inglis, of 
Cramond, for hearing sermon six times in his parish 
church, q." thousand and thirty-six pound? Scots; a 
gentieman in Fife, for allowing Mr. Welsh to lodge 
in his house one night, was fined two thousand 
merits; and eleven heritors, upwards of five thou- 
sand five hundred fot attendii)g field-preachings — all 
which moneys were ordered to be sunmiarily levied, 
and the offenders kept in prison till the same should 
be paid. Nor were persons, even of high rank, and 
against whom no charges of very intrusive piety arre 
known to have existed, exempt from being harassed 
by any vile, petty, clerical informer. Lord Balme- 
rifto and Sir John Young of Leny, neither of whom 
had been present at any such preaching, were-brought 
before the council; and when they denied the fact, 
were insultingly tendered the oath of allegiance, which 
both must hiave already repeatedly sworn before 
they Were dismissed. 

Two rigorous proclamations followed. By the first, 
all masters were required to prevent their servants 
from being present ^t any house or field conventiclcj 
anTi to retain none in their employmeilt for whose 
conduct they Would norbe ani^erable ; heritors were 
ordered to require their tenants to subscribe a bond, 
obliging themselves, wives, cottars, or servants, to 
abstain from all such meetings, which, if f hey refused, 
they Were to be put to the horn,- and their escheat 
give A to their landlords; but masters arid landlords 
were responsible for the conduct of their inferiors to 
the extent of the fines their disobedience might irfciur; 
and all- magistrates were empowered to oblige such 
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as they chose to suspect, -to give bond for their good 
behaviour. The second was directed against minis- 
ters, in terms of the orders ahready issued for their 
apprehension. Still further to stimulate the magis- 
trates, another letter was procured from the king, 
informing them that his majesty had heard of the 
alarming increase of conventicles, for repressing which, 
together wjth the other seditious movements in Scot- 
land, he had ordered his troops in Ireland and at 
Berwick to hold themsdves in readiness, to march on 
the first alarm ; and, in the meantime, required them 
to bring to punishment the authors of these insolent 
and seditious practices. But the difficulty of obtain- 
ing proof forming some small impediment in the way 
of conviction, -the councU therefore- proposed that, 
when a suspected person was apprehended, against 
whom they liad not sufficient evidence^ he should be 
interrogated to answer upon oath, and if he refused 
tp answer, he should be held as confessed, and pro- 
ceeded against accordingly, only the punii^ment 
should be restricted to fining, imprisonment, exile, or 
the loss of a limb — most merciful judges !^-4o which 
his majesty was graciously pleased to consejat, and 
the counsel proceeded to act. • 

They summoned a number of the "outted" min- 
isters to appear, not in the usual mode by leaving 
written copies at tlieir dwelling-places, but at the 
market-crosses of Edinburgh, Lanark, Stirling, and 
Perth, and that within such a time, that, had they 
been willing, they could not have complied* As the 
latter knew, however, that if they appeared, they 
were certain of being sent either to the Bass or into 
banishment, they decHned, and were in consequence 
denounced as rebels.* When the council rose, on 

» The names of these worthies who deserve, and who will be had 
in everlasting remembrance, when those of theil* persecutors must 
rot, are thus given hv one of themselves: — Alexander Lennox, Da- 
vid WiUiamsone, Alexander MoncriefF, John Rae, David Hume, 
Edward Jamieson, James Fraser, William Wiseheart, Thomas 
Hogg in Ross, Robert Lockhart, John Wilkie," George JohnstoAe, 
Patrick Gillespie, James Kirkton, John Weir, Nathaniel Martin, 
Andrew Morton, Andrew Donaldsone, John Crichton, William 
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the bist day <Tf July, tJiey pq[)orted to the secfretary, 
that forty <<outted'' ministers had been cited before 
them, none of whom having appeared, ttiey were aU 
ordered to be denounced ; and that eighty persons, 
for hearing sermon in the fields of Pife> had also 
been delated, of whom all that answered had been 
found guilty and imprisoned, the remainder declared 
fugitives, and their escheats appointed to be taken 
for his majesty's use.* The magistrates of Glasgow, 
also, had been fined one hundred pounds sterling; 
and the- magistrates of burghs, south of the Tay^had 
been ordered to press upon the citizens the bond 
against keeping conventicles. 

While the primate was- urgir^ the persecution of 
these exeellent men, he was not without trouble from 
his own underlings. In the beginning of the year, 
some of the bishops, as well as curates, began to 
complain of the arbitrary measiu-es of Sharpe, who 
managed all ecclesia^ical afiairs without consulting 
them upon any occasion, and had even the audacity 
to stamp upon him the opprobrioiis epithet of Pope. 
His friends repelled the accusations as the unfounded 
aspersions of the Hamilton or country party, who, 
having faUed to overturn the Duke -of LaHderdale 
by means of the Presbyterians, now wished to do it 
by means of the Episcopalians^ The others declared 
they only wish6d*what the act of Parliament allow- 
ed, to assemble in a National Synod, and regulate 
what they considered wrong in the church — the best 

Row* Thomas Vrquhart, Thomas Hogg in Larbore, [Larbert] Wil- 
liam Arskine, Jam^s Donaldspn, Robelt Gillespie, John Gray, 
James Wedderbum, JoHh Wardlaw, Thomas bouglas, George 
Campbell, Francis Irvine, John Wallace, Andrew Anderson, Jomi 
Munniman, Greorgo Hamilton, Dpnald Cargill, Alexander Bertram, 
James Wilson. Robert Maxwell — in all &rty-nine. These were 
the stock of the preaching church that was driven into the wilder- 
ness — their . ministry was a sort of outlawry — and, by the bishop*s 
activity, these, with the ministers fortnerly forfauhed, .and those 
who afterwards joined that body of people, who first caused th« 
separation from bishops and their cucates, thereafter overthrew their 
pvty, and wrought the Reformation. 

* "One day a. paper was fizt upon the Parliament House dobr, 
containing upwards of one hundred person^ whose escheats were to 
be sold to any who would purchase them."— TFWroir, voL i. p. 384, 
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method of securing its sta.bility. But Sharpe, who, 
of all things, dreaded the least interference with 
his power, wrote to the Archbishop of Canterbuiy, 
entreating hina — ^in a most impious appropriation 
of Scripture language — ^to interfere and assist him 
against those who wished **to break his l^ands, and 
cast his cords from them;" and his application was 
so successful, that the most actire of the suffragans 
were silenced, and Ramsay, bishop of Dunbfeine, 
was removed to the Isles — a kind of honourable 
banishment, which effectually put an end to all at- 
tempts for the future at interfering with the supre- 
macy of his Grace of St. Andrews. The only other 
bishop (Leighton) who had ever given him real 
vexation, but against whom his wiles had been use- 
less, voluntarily withdrawing from the scene of con- 
tention, Burnet was restored to Glasgow, and hence- 
forth was content to play second to Sharpe, only 
rivalling his oppression within Ihe boimdaries of his 
own archiepiscopal- territories'. 
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A. D. 1674—1676. 

Divisions amonsf the ministers respecting the church and selflde- 
fence — Armed meetings— Severities increase — ^Lord Cardross — 
Religious revivals in the North— Mr. M'GUligan— Civil oppres- 
sion- Home of Polwart-^Finings — Durham of Largo — Magia- 
trates of Edinburgh- Sufferers sent to France as rec^its- Pro- 
cIjMnation to expel the families of gospel.hearers from the Burghs, 
and enforce the conventicle act— instructions for the indulged — 
Progress bf the gospel— Rage ^the prelates — ^Mitchell tortured. 

Unhappily the seeds of division which- th^ indul- 
gence had sown among the Presbyterian ministers, 
were beginning to take root; and Ihe different opin- 
ions that afterwards reached so great and ruinous a 
height, showed themselves in the discussions which 
took place during this year upon that important 
question — How the Presbyterian church was to be 
continued and supplied? The documents preserved 
are very scanty ; only it appears that the propriety 
of ordaining a minister, except to a settled charge — 
ef preaching within the nominal boimds of an unset- 
tled presbytery — and the authoritative right of sy- 
nodicail meetings, were among the questions about 
which differences had sprung up among tliQ brethren. 
And from "the care with which they endeavour to 
provide against one minister naticing the conduct of 
another "in their preaching, and 'warning the people 
of the evils of the times," it seems pretty evident 
that this baneftd practice had already commenced. 
' At the close of the year^ the state of feeling and 
anticipation among the suffering Presbyterians was 
extremely dissimilar, as we find by the writings both 
of pul4ic men and private ChristiaBs which have 
276 
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been preserved. Numbers rejoiced iii the bright 
and sunny side of the cloud, in the increase of faith- 
ful preachers of the gospel — ^in the desire for hearing 
that seemed to be abroad — and in the delightful and 
not rare instances of the power of the Spirit that 
accompanied the publication of the word; and they 
anticipated a speedy and a glorious renovating mom 
for the church. • Those that studied the signs of the 
times, saw in the apostasy of some, and in the falling 
away of others who had been esteemed pillars; in 
the mournful waxing cold of the love of many; in 
the bitter dissensions of professors ; and in the gene- 
ral a*bounding iniquity — the dark and dismal tokens 
of a deserted church; and, although they knew and 
believed that the cause of Christ could never fall, 
and hoped and rejoiced in the hope that a glorious 
day would yet arise upon Scotland, wept and made 
mournful supplication for the sias of the people 
among whom they dwelt, and anticipated heavier 
judgments for unimproved mercies, until a returning 
to Him against whom they liad offended should 
again draw down the blessing. . 

The increasing severities which now began to be 
used towards the conventicles likewise occasioned 
a difference of opinion among the godly ministers 
and people a»to the right of self-defence in hearing 
the gospel. The injunction of Christ as to individu- 
als is clear, when perseeuted in one city, flee into 
another; but in Scotland, where the throqe of iniqui- 
ty framed mischief bv a law, and where the whole 
PresJ^yterians, who tormed a large majority, were 
at once deprived of their civil rights, as well as their 
religious privileges — jmd where a constitution as 
solemnly ratified, and .as sacredly sworn to, as any 
mutual agreement between rulers and people ever 
was, or ever can be, had been wantonly destroyed 
by a wretched minority of riotous imprincipled syco- 
phants, and placerhunting apostate^s — ^the question 
involved, in the opinion of many, not only their duty 
as Christians, but as citizecis. Paul had taught them 
that these were not incompatible, and their fathers 

VOL. I. ^4 
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had vindicated both in the feld. The yoia^ meiL 
were generally of this opinion, and began to come 
armed td setmons about the commencement of thiB 
year [1675], and talked of imitating die example 
of the days of the Congregation. The elder and 
most esteemed among the ministers were divided ; 
while, in general, they allowed the soundness of the 
principle, they differed as to the propriety of the 
time. Among these appear to have been Mr. Wel^, 
Mr. Blaokader, and Gabriel Semple; others,' at the 
head of whom stood Fraser of Brea and Kirkton, 
were entirely averse to- any resort to arms. The 
former thus states his views of the subject r — 

" A violent persecution had broken out; and then 
there began to be fining, impri^soning, taking, and 
summoning of perisons, disturbing of conventicles 
with soldiers. But yet the gospel prevailed more 
and more, and we were like the Israelites in Egypt, 
the more we were afflicted, the mare we grew and 
multipHed. Some hot heads were for taking the 
sword and redeeming of themselves from the han^ 
of the oppressors ; at least I had ground to fear it 
But I opposed rising in arms All I could, and preach- 
ed against it, and exhorted them to patience, and 
courageous using of the sword of the Spirit ; and I 
did not see they had any call to the -sword, and their 
^strength was- to sit still; aind if they did stir and take 
the sword, they would therewith perish; but if they 
patiently suffered and endured, God would himself 
either incline to pity, or some other way support and 
deliver them. I had infhience with the people, teing 
popular^ arid whilst I was af liberty I did what I 
could to keep the jJeople peaceable. The tru^ is, 
there were great provocations given, so that we con- 
dtided it was the design of some njA&ts to stir us up 
that we might fall. Ministers stilt preached and 
laboured among the people ; conventicles increased ; 
many were brought in ; the work of God in the 
midst of persecution, did always prosper, until we 
destroyed ourselves, first by needless divisions and 
deference of opinion, happening by reason of the 
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indulgence ; and thereafter by rash and unwarrant- 
able taking up of arms." 

Gentlemen in Scotland. at this time, it requires to 
be remembered, always wore arms as a part of dress; 
and the substantial heritors and yeomen were in 

Seneral accustomed to \>e accoutred when they went 
OTO home, so that part of the meetii^ at fieid- 
preachings had always consisted of armed noen, who, 
before this, had offered upon seyeral occasions to 
defend their ministers at the risk of their liyes, but 
bad been refused, and who now thought that in pro- 
tecting their assemblies froipi robbery and dispersion, 
and themselves from imprisonment, fining, or slavery 
— the inevitable consequence of being seized upon 
these occasions — they were doing no. more than 
was required by the kw of God, apd authori:^ by 
the law of their country, of wjhich the prelatic party, 
and not they, were 'the invadeys and violators. 

Many contests had already ensued^ The* Episco- 
palian myrmidons in Linlithgowshire, and even in 
Fife, had repeatedly cbrawn blood, while the p^tienli 
hearers of the gospel had only fled b^ore them. The 
rough borderers were not equally submissive.* At 
Lilliesleaf, and throughout some of these districts, 
they had stood upon the defensive and beaten oS 
their assailants; and afiairs were in this situation 
during the greater part of this year. Upon the com- 
plaints of the prelates, troop? were ordered to scour 
the country in different directions. Edinburgh and 
Glasgow were again fined each in the sum of one 
hunchred poimds sterling; and in addition, a detach- 
ment both of horse and foqt were quartered in. the 
latter city, Mr. John Greg, for preaching at lieith 

* Let it be always 'borne in mind, that the whole crowd who at- 
tended field-preaching, were not influenced by gospel principles, nor 
Qould be considered godly men, any more tluin that able dispaters 
and fierce contenders for the pure faith, are always themselves be* 
lievers. It is an awful consideration, that the most strenuous fight' 
ers fbr the purity of Good's word — ^the Jews — ^were infidels, and thus 
addressed by our SavTour — ** Ye have one that condemns you, even 
Hosflf, in whom ye trust;*! -and the best written «* Plea for the Din- 
nity of Christ," was written by a man who turned a Socinian. Be- 
ware of zealots! 
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mills, was sent to the Bassf ^and a Mr. John Sandi- 
lands, for hearing a sermon near Bathgate, was fined 
three hundred- merks. Nor were the nobility them- 
selves spared. One of the most cruelly oppressive 
cases was that of Lord Cardross. 

His lordship being confined in Edinburgh in the 
month of May, his lady, who was far advanced in 
pregnancy, remained at home, with only a few at- 
tendants. Sir Mungo Murray, taking advantage of 
this circumstance, under cloud of night, accompanied 
by a posse of retainers, went to his residence, aild 
outrageously demanded that the gates should be 
opened to. him, else*he would force his way and set 
fire to the house. Situated near the borders of the 
Highlands, the inmates naturally supposing them 
banditti, refused admission and demanded who they 
were. To this-iio answer coulgt be obtained, but 
« Scottishmen,^' which increased their alarm ; yet 
fearing the worst, as there were no means of defence, 
and no defenders, the gates were opened, when the 
rufiians rushed in ; and, after 'searching the whole 
apartments in tlie most tumultuous and indelicate 
manner — ^forcing Lady Cardross to rise from her bed 
that they might search her chamber — ^and ransacking 
his lordship^s private closet, they seized Mr. John 
King, his chaplain, and Mr. Robert- Langlands, gover- 
nor to his brother, afterwards Colonel John Erskine, 
and carried them off. Langlands was dismissed after 
being marched ten miles; Mr. John King was rescued 
by some countrymen who had profited by his minis- 
try. For this proceeding they had no warrant; and 
Lord Cardross, immediately upon being informed of 
the outrage, presented a complaint and petition to 
the privjr council; but, instead of receiving any satis- 
faction fi>r the gross violation, not only of his privi- 
leges as a nobleman, but his rights as a subject, he 
was charged with having been guilty, art and part, 
in the rescue of Mr. John King, although he was 
sixty miles distant; for harbouring him-in his house, 
and for his lady's having been present at many con- 
venticles: and for these complicated crimes, he was 
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sentenced to be imprisoned during his majesty's plea- 
sure in Edinburgh Castle, to pay a fine of one thou- 
sand pounds sterling^ besides varioiis* sums for the 
delinquencies of his tenants. 

Fining, imprisonment, and exile being found inad- 
equdte to the suppression of conventicles, other and 
more rigorous methods were resorted to. The houses 
of some of the principal g^tlemen in the most in- 
fected counties were seized, and garrisoned by par- 
ties of horse and foot, that the least appearance of 
any gathering for hearing sermon might et once be 
put down, with as much care and celerity as the 
gathering of a civil, or the landing of a foreign ene- 
my; and a number of the most faithfu), diligent, and 
able ministers this country was ever favoured with, 
were " intercommuned,'' their presence. declared in- 
fectious as the plague, and every loyal person pro- 
hibited from conversing with or doing them any 
office, not of kindness, out of common hmnanity, 
under the pain of being placed themselves without 
the pale of society.* 

But one of the persecuted themselves reniarks — 
"Although this seemed to be the first storm of per- 
secution tha^ yet had fallen upon us^ and that now 
the adversaries had boasted of an efiectual mean for 
suppressing conventicles, and estabUshing prelacy 
and uniformity-, and the good people feared it; yet 
the Lord did wonderfully disappoint them, and made 
and turned their witty councils into folly — for this 
great noise harmed not at all, it was powder without 
ball. For, as. for myself, never one that cared for 

• The names of these were — •* David Williamson, Alexander 
Ifoncrief, Wilttom Wiaeheaxt, Thomas Hagg in Ross, George John- 
stone, Robert GiUesine, John McGilligan, John Ross, Thomas Hogg, 
Stirlingshire, William Erskine, James Donaldson, Andrew Ander. 
son, Andrew Morton, Donald Careill. Robert Maxwell, elder and 
younger, James Fraser of Brea, John King; and with these a good 
many ladica and gentlemen were joined, besides many of lower rank, 
altogether upwards of one hundred persons." Wo^riwt vx4. i. p. 394. 
This revival of a dormant and iniquitous law was peculiarly opprea- 
siTe, a«r all who conversed with the intercommuncd being liable to 
the same punishment, thousands might be unwittingly implicated, 
and laid at the mercy of their rapocioiu rulers. 
24* 
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me shunned my company; yea^a great many 'mere 
carnal relations and acqaaintances did entertain me 
as freely as evier they did ; yea, so far did the good- 
ness of the Lord turn this to my good, that I observ- 
'ed it was at that time I got most of my" civil business 
expede. And as the Lord preserved myself in this 
storm; so I did not hear of any intercommuned,' or 
conversers with intercommuned persons, that were 
in the least prejudiced* thereby; nay, this matter of 
the intercommuning of so many good and peaceable 
men did but exasperate the people against the bish- 
ops the more, and procured to them, as the authors 
of such rigid courses, a greater and more universal 
hatred; so that the whole land groaned to be deliv- 
ered from them." 

Danger, indeed, seemed to endear the ministers to 
the people ; and the risks they ran, and the many 
providential occurrences which attended their meet- 
ings, produced a high degree 'of excitement, that 
tended in no small measure to secure large and at- 
tentive audiences, and prepared their minds for a 
scdemn reception of the doctrines they heard, at the 
peril of their lives. 

North of the Tay there were but few Presbyterian 
ministers, and they ha^ not hitherto been vejy close- 
ly pursued-; but among them were some of the most 
excellent, and these- of course were included m the 
act of intercommuning — ^for their labours had been 
equally abundant with the rest. Mr. John M^Gilligan 
of Alness, was one of not the least conspicuous, either 
for success or for suffering. In September, the very 
month following his being denounced, he dispensed 
the ordinance of the Lord^s Supper at -Obsdale, in 
the house of Lady Dowager Fowlis, assisted by Mr. 
Hugh Anderson, minister of Cromarty, and. Mr. 
Alexander Fraser, minister of Teviot According to 
the account preserved of it-, it seems to have been 
one of those heart-enlivening seasons which the 
Lord sometimes vouchsafes to his church in the day 
of her visitation. "There were,'' sajrs the narrator, 
**so sensible and glorious discoveries made of the 
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Son of Man, and such evident presence of the Mas- 
ter of assemblies, that the people seemed to breathe 
the very atmosphere of heaven; and some were so 
transportingly elevated, that they could almost use 
the language of the apostle — ^'whether in the body 
or out oifthe body, I cannot tell/ The eldest Chris- 
tians there, declared they had not been witnesses to 
the like. They also remarked that the Lord won- 
derfully preserved them in peace/' 

Some rumours of an intended communion having 
got abroad, the sheriflf-depute was ordered by the 
bishop to prevent or disperse the meeting. He ac- 
cordingly sent a |)arty to apprehend the minister; 
but he not knowing the spot, directed them to pro- 
ceed to his house at Alness, naturally supposing the 
meeting would be there. The-soldiers, upon finding 
the nest empty, attacked the t)rchard — a much- more 
pleasant amusement, that detained them till the fore- 
noon's service was over at Obsdale, where, before 
they arrived, Mr. M^Gilligan had got notice, and 
was under hiding, which, when they found, they 
retired without disturbing the congregation ; and the 
sacred solemnities proceeded without any further 
intemiption. Mr. M^Gilligan, however, was obliged 
to abscond; and one of his neighbours, Mr. Thomas 
Ross, being apprehended at Tain for a similar offence, 
was sent to the Bass. 

Civil tyranny is always so intCFWoven with ecclesi- 
astical persecutions, that it is seldom we are able 
to separate the two. But the sufferings of Sir 
Patrick Home of Polwart, although they undoubted- 
ly originated from his religion, were ultimately effect- 
ed through the medium of his patriotism: he legally, 
by a bill of suspension before the Court of Session, 
resisted a wanton stretch of power in the privy coun- 
cil, and endeavoured to rouse the opposition of the 
gentry of Berwickshire, towards an oppressive un- 
just tax for planting garrisons among them in time 
of peace; and for this undoubted exercise of his 
right, was committed, by order of the king, prison- 
er to Stirling Castle, and declared incapable of hold- 
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ing any place of trust; aud the heritors succumbed, 
alUiough the other fines extorted from the shire this 
year amounted to nearly twenty-seyen thousand 
pounds Scots. 

Nor were the indulged suffered to enjoy their 
limited «and pi^ecarious pardon quietly; their stipends 
were withheld or tardily paid, and that only upon 
their producing certificates from the sheriffs that they 
had kept no conventicles for the last twelve-month; 
but their most vexatious trials were the natural con- 
sequences ^f their acknowledging the power of the 
civil magistrate in ecclesiastical affairs, and owning 
his warrant, rather than the authority of Christ, as 
the rule in -their ministerial labours. Complaints 
were brought against them, and they were summon-* 
ed before the councit for not celebrating the com- 
munion on the same day in all their parishes — for 
irregular baptisms — and for having preached in 
churchyards and other places than the kirks; but, 
above all, for having presumed to authorize young 
men to preach the gospel, and ordained others to the 
work of the ministry; and, at a time when a long 
tract of unseasonable weather seemed to threaten a 
famine, they had usurped a power which belonged 
to majesty alone, or his delegates, and had appointed 
a fest in their several congregations 4 Through the 
interest of Lord Stair, however, these grievances 
were not. pushed ta extremities this year. 

[ 1 676.] Whatever circumstances might induce any 
occasional relaxation in the severity of thQ persecu- 
tion, the spirit remained the same; and no oppc^uni- 
ty was suffered to escape by which the preaching of 
the gospel might be put down by men calling them- 
selves Christian bishops. The soldiers in the garri- 
sons were their- willing instruments, and as they 
shared in the plunder, were active in the pursuit ; 
yet meetings for hearing the word continued to in- 
crease, and the ordinances of Religion were adminis- 
tered with a solemnity and power, often at midnight, 
which rendered them the general topics of intereal 
and conversation among the people, and still more 
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the objects of aversion to the prelates. Finings for 
" conventicles'* were therefore inflicted by the coun- 
cil with unmitigated rigour. Durham of Largo, for 
ofiences of this nature, and harbouring that " notour 
traitor," John Welsh, was early in the year mulcted 
for nearly four thousand pounds Scots; Colonel Kerr, 
several ladies, and some citizens of Edinburgh, were 
legally plundered in various sums each, of five hun- 
dred merks, two hundred pounds, and one hundred 
pounds Scots, for being at house conventicles within 
the city; but the magistrates having also suffered for 
these " enormities,'* being soused for not preventing 
what they had never previously heard of, were 
all6wed to reimburse themselves by fining the cul- 
prits, who were thus punished twice for one crime. 

A more revolting case of wanton cruelty was, 
about the same time, exercised toward some poor 
men who had been guilty of attending sermon in 
the fields ne^r Stirling. Towards the end of 1674, 
they had been seized in the act and carried to jail ; 
eight, by some means or other,' had got out— and the 
remaining seven sent the following affecting petition 
to the council in the month of February : — '^ The 
petitioners, being prisoners in the tolbooth of Stirling, 
these fifteen months bypaust, some of us being poor 
decrepit bodies, and all of us poor creatures with 
wives and families, we have been many times at the 
point of starving, and had long ere now died for want, 
if wer had not been suppUed with the charity of other 
people : The truth whereof is notour -to all who 
live near Stirling, and which the magistrates have 
testified by a report under their hands : Wherefore, 
it is humbly desired that your lordships would com- 
passionate our pitiful and deplorable condition, and 
that of our poor starving wives and children, and 
order us liberty, we being willing to enact ourselves 
to compear and answer before your lordships when- 
ever we should be called." Of those who signed, 
one, Charles Campbell, was upwards of sixty, and one, 
John Adam, near seventy years of age ; the others 
were labouring under severe bodily indisposition. 
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Yet, instead of b^ing moved by the pitiful tale of 
these harmless, aged, and sickly prisoners, the poun- 
cil, with an inhumanity which it would not be easy 
to designate prope?ly, ordered them to be turned over 
as recruits, to one of Lauderdale's minions, a Cap- 
tain Maitland^ then an* o^Sicer in the French service; 
and on Friday, February 18, at midnight they were 
deUvered to a party of soldiers, fettered and tied to- 
gether, and marched off without any previous warn- 
ing. But they went cheerfully away, atthough they 
knew not whither;, for they knew the Master whom 
they served would never leave them naked to their 
enemies in their old age. 

These severities were followed up by a fresh pro- 
clamation against conventicles, in which, with the 
most hypocritical falsehood, after lauding the king's 
princely care and zeal for the interests of the Protes- 
tant reformed religion and the church, and lamenting 
the sad ^nd sensible decay religion had suffered, and 
the great and dangerous increase of profaneness, 
through the most unreasonable and schismatical se- 
paration of many from the public and established 
worship, and the frequent and open conventicles, 
both in houses and fields — ^magistrates were required 
rigorously to apprehend all who were interQommun- 
ed, and to expel their families from the burghs, to- 
gether with such preachers and their families as did 
not regularly att^id public worship — ^to enforce the 
acts against conventicles and separation, under a 
penalty of five hundred merks if they did not annu-i 
ally report their proceedings, and five hundred or 
upwards additional, for every conventicle that shall 
have been held within their jurisdictions, besides 
whatever other fine the council might choose to in- 
flict All noblemen, gentlemen, ana burgesses were 
forbid to entertain any chaplain, tutor, or school- 
master, under penalties proportipned to dieir ranki 
from six hundi^ to three thousand merks; and in- 
formers were, according to the system of the times, 
by the same proclamation, encouraged and rewarded 
by a s^iare of the fines. Committees were also ap- 
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poitrtedL to investigate and ptitoish transgressors, who 
fined and imprisoned many of the most respectable 
heritors and gentlemen, partictilarly in the west, and 
outlawed others who had declined answering tliek 
summons. 

Enemies to the gospel of Christy the ptelatic rulers 
did not confine their opposition to the preaching of 
the "outted^* ministers, the indulged W^erc at the 
isame time subjected to greater burdens. It was 
evidently one of their main objects to produce divi- 
sion among the Presbyterian ministers 5 and as we 
have seen the indulgence was admirably calculated 
to effect this, yet the breach being neither so wide 
nor feo violent as they wished, " instructions" were 
issued to them by the council. Assuming that they 
had accepted of liberty to preach under conditions, 
the council accused them of violating their engage- 
ments by bapti^sing without the necessary certificates, 
and preaching" in other places than their own kirk, 
without any license flrom the bishop; and they added 
this injunction, that they should not employ or allow 
any of their brethren to preach for them who had 
not also obtained similar liberty. The indulged 
eluded the charges, by alleging that they accepted 
of the indulgence as a boon- from government, not 
upon conditions, btit as a favour granted ; and the 
instructions they considered as orders upon which 
they were to act at their peril. But this neither 
^satisfied the council not their brethren, both of whom 
concurred in thinking it an evasion rather than an 
honest justification of their conduct. With the in- 
junction they appear to have complied also — a very 
unsatirfactory procedure — ^whidi induced some, par- 
ticularly of the younger unindulged preachers, to 
visit the boundaries of their parishes, and led to 
heart-burnings and mutual accusations between those 
who' thought they might yield a little to the presajire 
of the times, and those Who in nothing would recede 
from their avoiwhed principles. These differences, 
which afterwards unhappily led to coldness and es- 
traiigement among the friends of « the good cause,'' 
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did not produce their most mischievous effects till 
the oldest, stanch, tried worthies were removed from 
the field. Meanwhile, tlie dispersion of the minis- 
ters, who, when they were scattered abroad, went 
every where preaching the word, was eminently 
blessed to promote that gospel it was intended to 
destroy, and conventicles multiplied on every side 
both in houses and fields. 

Of the period from 1673 to 1679, Shiels gave this 
animating pictura on reviewing it many years after, 
when the holy excitement -had subsided, and tem- 
poral prosperity had begun to diffuse its seductive 
mfllience over the revolution-church: — ^'^When by 
persecution many ministers had been chased away 
by illegal law sentences, many had been banished 
away, and, by their ensnaring indulgences, many had 
been drawn away firom their duty ; and others wexfi 
now sentenced with confinements and restraints if 
they should not choose and fix their residences where 
they could not keep their quiet and conscience both — 
they were forced to wander and disperse through the 
country; and the people being tired of the cold and 
dead curatesj and wanting long the ministry of their 
old pastors, so longed and himgered after the wordy 
that they behoved to have it at. any rate, cost, what 
it would ; which made them entertain the dispersed 
ministers more earnestly, and encouraged them more 
to their duty; by whos^ endeavours — ^through the 
mighty power and presence of God, and the hght of 
his countenance now shining through the cloud, after 
so fatal and fearful a darkness that had overclouded 
the land for a while, that it made their enemies 
gnash their teeth for pain, and dazzled the eyes of 
all onlookers — ^the word o{ God grew exceedingly, 
and weait through et least the southern borders like 
lightning; or, like the sun in its meridian beauty, dis- 
coyering so the wonders of God's law, the mysteries 
of his gospel, and the secrets of his covenant, and the 
sins and duties of that day, that a numerous issue 
was begotten to Christ, and his conquest was glo- 
rious^ captivating poor slaves of Satan and bringing 
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them from his power unto God^ aad from darbiess 
to light. . 

"Oh! who can remember the glory of that day, 
without a melting heart in reflecting upon what we 
have lost, and let go, and sinned away by our mis- 
improyement — a day of such power th^t it made the 
people, even the bulk and body of the people, willing 
to come out and venture upon the greatest of hard- 
ships-, and the greatest of hazards, in pursuing after 
the gospel, tinrough mosses, and muirs, and inacces- 
sible mountains, summer and winter, through excess 
of heat and extremity of cold, many days' and nights' 
journeys, even w-hen they could not have a probable 
expectation of escaping the sword of the wilderness. 
But this was a day of such power, that nothing could 
daunt them from their duty that had tasted once the 
sweetness of the Lord's presence at these persecuted 
meetings. 

" Then we had such humiliationrda^s for per- 
sonal and public defections, such communion^days 
even, in tl^ open fields, and such SabbathsolemnU 
tiesy that the places where they were kept might have 
been called Bethel, or Feniel, or Bochim, and all of 
them JehovaA^Shafnmahy wherein many were truly 
converted, more convinced, and generally all reformed 
from their former immoralities; that even robbers, 
thieves, and profane men, were some of them brought 
to a saving subjection to Christ, and generally under 
such restraint, that all the severities of heading and 
hanging in a great many years could not make such 
a civil reformation as a few days of the gospel in 
these formerly the devil's territories, now Christ's 
quarters, where his kingly standard was displayed*. 
I have not language to lay out the inexpressible glory 
of that day; but I doubt if ever there were .greater 
days of the Son of Man upon the earth, than we 
enjoyed for- the space of. seven years at t&at time.* 

The border districts, so notorious in our earlier his- 
tory as ttie fields of constant plundering and murder, 

* mnd let Looee, p. 18S. 
VOL. I. 25 
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exhibited now amid their wild scenery a warfare of 
a very different description. " What wonderful suc- 
cess," says Veitch, " the preaching" of the word has 
had by ministers retiring thither, mider persecution, 
in order to the repressing, yea almost extinguishing, 
these feuds, thefts, and robberies, that were then so 
natural to that place and people, is worth a singular 
and serious observation. These news ought to be 
matter of ^oy and thanksgiving to all the truly godly 
in Britain, that, though the ark, the glory, and goings 
of our God be, alas ! too much removed from Shiloh- 
Ephratah, the ingrounds, 4he places of greater out- 
ward plenty and pleasure, yet that- he is to be found 
in the borders of those lands, in the mountains and 
fields of the woods. Some of the gentry on both 
sides of the borders have been forced both to see and 
say that the gospel has done that which their execu- 
tion of the laws could never accomplish. And is not 
such a change worthy of remark? to see a people 
who used to ride unweariedly through the long win- 
ter nights to steal and drive away the prize, jiow, 
upon the report of a sermon, come from far, travelling 
aU night, to hear the gospel; yea, some bringing their 
chiidren along with them to. the ordinance of bap- 
tism, although the landlord threaten to eject the ten- 
ant, and the master the servant, for so doing."* Mr. 
Gabriel Semple gives a similar statement. " These 
borderers were looked upon to be ignorant, barba- 
rous, and debauched with all sort of wickedness, that 
none thought it worth their consideration to look after 
them, thinking that they could not be brought to any 
reformation. Yet, in the Lord's infinite mercy, the 
preaching to these borderers had more fruit than in 
many places that were more civilized."! 

What ought to have •filled the breast of every right- 
hearted mi<)ister of the gospel with joy, excited the 
fellest passions in the bosomis of the prelates, who 

* Memoirs of William Veitch, written by himself^ published bjr 
Dr. McCrie, p. 118. 

t Serople's Life, MSS., in Dr. Lee*8 possession, quoted hf Dr. 
McCrie, as above. 
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evinced their filiation by doing the deeds of their 
father, (John viii. 44,) furiously seeking to destroy 
those who declared the truth; because, wherever 
a Presbyterian preacher came, the Episcopalian 
churchy were forsaken, kad the curates were left to 
harangue to empty pews. Political squabbling for 
power between Hamilton and Lauderdale, had di- 
verted the attention of the two parties for a while 
from Scottish ecclesiastical affairs, which the minis- 
ter^ eagerly took advantage of to pursue their sacred 
vocation, judging wisely that the respite which they 
enjoyed would be- at best precarious. When Lau- 
derdale gained the ascendency, they anticipated a 
longer continuance of the "bUnk;''* but the clouds 
soon gathered thicker and darker. He knew he 
could only mamtain his own elevation by exalting 
Episcopacy; and he quickly showed that his repeated 
declarations were not empty bravadoes. More cor- 
rect in their calculations, the bishops improved the 
opportunity; and the council, his and their ready 
tool, issued fresh proclamations against conventicles, 
increasing in severity as they increased in number. 

Averting their eyes from the loveliness of these 
bright prospects that shone around them, they moiam- 
ed withal " the sad and sensible decays religion had 
of late suffered, and the great and dangerous increase 
of profaneness through the most unreasonable and 
schismatical separation of many from the public and 
established worship, and the frequent and open con- 
venticles, both in houses and fields, by such as there- 
by discover their disaffection to the established reli- 
gion, and their aversion to his majesty's authority 
and government, endangering the peace of the king- 
dom, and dividing the church under pretence of scru- 
ple:'' therefore, to manifest their zeal for the glory 
of Almighty God, the interests of the Protestant re- 
formed religion, and' of the -church — ^to secure the 
same by unity in worship, and procuring all due 
reverence to archbishops, bishops, and all subordinate 
clerical officers — the magistrates of the several burghs 

* " Blink*' — a glimpse of sunshine in foul weather. 
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were specially required to seize upon all persons who 
were, or should be, intercommuned, and to remove 
the families of such from all places under their juris- 
diction, together with all preachers and their fkmilies 
who did not attend the public worship! All noble- 
men, gentlemen, and others, were strictly forbid to 
afford shelter or aid to any intercommuned person, 
upon pain of being themselves^ intercommuned; and 
■whosoever should discover those that transgressed, 
were to receive five hundred merks reward immedi- 
ately."^ Magistrates were also rendered liable to se- 
vere fining, if they did not rigorously fulfil the impe- 
rative duty of searching out and punishing all such 
as worshipped God after the manner they chose to 
call heresy* 

What means they thought lawful for obtaining in- 
formation from suspected persons, is evinced in their 
treatment of James Mitchell, wha made the imsuc- 
cessful attempt upon Sharpe. He had left the coun- 
try at the time, and did not return till he supposed 
the affair was forgotten, when he married a woman 
who kept a small shop not far from the primate's 
town residence. In passing this way, his Grace ob- 
served a person eye him keenly, which rather alarmed 
Wm, as he thought he recognized his foiled assassin; 
and he caused -him to be arrested. A pistol, loaded 
with three bullets, bfeing fdimd in his pocket, increas- 
ed his terror, and he became extremely anxious to 
know the extent of his danger. Accordingly, before 
the prisoner was examined, he swore by the living 
God, if he would confess the act, he would obtain his 
pardon; and a committee of the privy council, con- 
sisting of Rothes, Lord Chancellor; Primrose, tord 
Register; Nisbet, Lord Advocate; and Hatton, Trea- 
surer-depute, authorized by the Commissioner, gave 
him a similar assurance. Disappointed, however, by 
his confession, as they expected to dbcover a conspi- 
racy, on finding he had no accomplice, and unwilling 
that he should thus escape, they remitted him to the 
Justiciary Court, evading their solemn engagement 
by a Jesuitical quibble, that the promise of securing 
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his life did not guarantee the safety of his limbs. 
Having received a hint, as he was passing to trial, 
he disclaimed his confession at the bar; and there 
being -no other proof, the judicial proceedings were 
abandoned, or, in Scottish law-phrase, the "diet'' 
was deserted, and he was remanded to prison, where 
he remained till- January this year, when the spirit 
of cruelty which appeared to actuate the then nilers 
against all who were rigid Presbyterians, especially 
preachers, urged them to subject their unhappy vic- 
tim to the torture. 

About six o'clock in the evening of January 18th, 
Mitchell was brought before a meeting of Justiciary, 
where the Earl of Linlithgow sat president, and 
questioned whether he would adhere to his former 
confession. He replied, that the Lord Advocate 
having deserted the diet against him, he ought to 
have been, agreeably both to the law of the nation 
and the practice of the court, set at liberty, and there- 
fore knew no reason why he was that night brought 
before their lordships. Without any attention being 
paid to this strictly legal objection, he was again 
asked, if he would adhere to his former confession? 
He refused to own any confession; and Hatton most 
outrageously exclaimed, "that pannel is one of the 
most arrogant cheats, liars, and rogues I have ever 
known!" Mr. Mitchell retorted. My lord, if there 
were fewer of those persons you have been speaking 
of in the nation, I would not have been standing at 
this bar. The President said, "We will cause a 
sharper thing make you confess." "I hope, my 
lord, you are Christians and not Pagans," was the 
prisoner's response, with which the business of that 
evening closed. 

Upon the 22d, he was brought before them in the 
lower Council-Chamber, and the question repeated, 
the President at the same time pointing to the boots, 
said, "You see, sir, what is upon the table; I will 
see if that will make you contess." "My lord," an- 
swered Mitchell intrepidly, "I confess by torture you 
may make me blaspheme God, as Saul did compel 
25* 
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the saints; you may compel me to call myself a thief, 
a murderer, a warlock, or any thing, and then pan- 
nel me upon it ; but if you shall, my ]ord, put me to 
it, I here protest before God and your lordships, that 
nothing extorted from me by torture shall be made 
use of against me in judgment, nor have any force 
in law against me or any person whatsomeren Bat 
to be plain with you, my lords, I am so much of a 
Christian, that whatever your lordships shall legally 
prove against me, if it be a truth, I shall not deny it; 
but, on the contrary, I am so much of a man, and a 
Scottishman, that I never hold myself obliged by the 
law of God, nature, or the nation, to become my own 
accuser/' Hatton rudely answered — ^'^He hatix the 
deviPs logic, and sophisticates like him; ask him 
whether that be his subscription," " I acknowledge 
no such thing,'' said the pannel, and was remanded 
to jail. 

Two days after, the judges, in formal pomp, ar- 
rayed in their robes, and attended by the executioner 
with the instruments of torture, like true inquisitors, 
first attempted to terrify their prisoner, before they 
literally put him to the question. It was in vain. 
They could not shake him. Had they not been 
dead to every nobler feeling of our nature, they must 
have quailed when he thus addressed them: — ^^ My 
lords, I have now been these two full years in prison, 
and more than one of them in bolts and fetters — ^more 
intolerable than many deaths. Some in a i^orter 
time have been tempted to make away with them- 
selves; but, in obedience to the express command 
of God, I have endured all these hardships, and I 
hope to endure this torture also with patience, on 
purpose to preserve my own life, and that of oUiers 
also, as far as lies in my power, and to keep the guilt 
of innocent blood'off your lorckdhips and your fami- 
lies, which you doubtless would incur by i^edding 
mine. I repeat my protest When you please, call 
for the men you have appointed to their work.'' 
The executioner being in attendance, immediately 
tied Mr. Mitchell in an arm-chair, and asked which 
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of the legs he should take. The lords said, ^* Any 
of them/^ The executioner laid in the left ; but Mr. 
Mitchell taking it out, said, " Since the judges have 
not determined, take the best of the two; I bestow it 
freely in the cause/' He was interrogated about his 
being at the battle of Pentland, his meeting with 
Wallace or with Captain Amot — all of which he 
could veritably answer in the negative. The tor- 
mentor then began to drive the wedges, asking at 
every stroke if he had any more to say? To this he 
generally replied "No." After a while, when the 
pain began to be excruciating, he exclaimed, again 
addressing his inquisitors — ^^ My lords, not knowing 
but this torture may end my life, I beseech you to 
remember, that <he who showeth no mercy, shall 
have judgment without mercy;' for my own part, 
my lords, I do freely and from my heart forgive you 
who are judges, and the men who are appointed to 
go about this horrid work, and those who are satiat- 
ing ^eir eyes in beholding. I do entreat that God 
may never lay it to* the charge of any of you, as I 
beg that God, for his Son Christ's sake, may be 
pleased to blot out my sin and mine iniquity." At 
the ninth, the sufferer fainted through the extremity 
of pain. <*Alas! my lords," said the executioner, 
"h« is gone!" The unfeeling wretches told him 
"he might stop,*' and coolly walked off. When 
Mitchell recovered, he was carried in the same chair 
back to his- prison. Here he continued till January 
1^77, when he was sent to the Bass. 
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A, D. 1676—1677. ' 

Remarkable sacramental solemnitiet occasion harsher measures— 
Council new modelled — Committee for public affairs — Kerr of 
Kersland— Kirkton— The expatriated pursued to Holland— Colo- 
nel Wallace. 

Political power combined with ecclesiastical, essen- 
tially forms a broad basis for the most excruciating 
tyranny, especially in spiritual matters, which admits 
of no medium between implicit obedience or cruel 
constraint. Accordingly, we always find, after some 
of those hallowed seasons in which "the persecuted 
had been able to elude the vigilance of their oppres- 
sors, and had experienced them to be indeed times 
of refreshing froiri on high, that immediately some 
new and more violent proclamation followed, at- 
- tempting, had it been possible, to have interdicted 
their isacred intercourse with heaven. Thus, the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper having been longed 
for by many of those in the west who could not re- 
ceive it at the hands of the. incumbents of their par- 
ishes, several ministers resolved to celebrate it at dif- 
erent places, which was accordingly done with pecu- 
liar solemnity, under the covert of night, to numer- 
ous assemblages in the parish of Eippen, Stirling- 
shire; at the House of Haggs, near Glasgow: and in 
a barn at Kennyshead, parish of Eastwood ; and it 
was remarked that the Lord very much owned these 
communions as sweet sealing ordinances; but no 
sooner were these doings whispered abroad, than a 
former proclamation against conventicles was repeat- 
ed, of more extensive comprehension, and imposing 
a heavier penalty on every heritor in the land on 
296 
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whose estate they should be held. Several council- 
committees were appointed to perambulate the coun- 
try, in order to enforce a vigorous execution of the 
extra-legal mandates. This they did by requiring 
a nimiber of Tespectable gehtlemen and ministers, 
whom they called before them, to declare upon oath 
what conventicles they had attended ance the year 
1674, whaf number of children they had seen bap- 
tized, and whether they had reset or harboured any 
intercommuned persons. Those who appeared were 
fined in various sums, according to their circum- 
stances from fifty merles to a- thousand poimds Scots. 
In this iniquitous inquisition, silence was construed 
into contempt ; and to refuse, what no human law 
has a right to require, becoming one's own accuser, 
was punished even more severely than an acknow- 
ledgment of default 

At the same time, the council was new modelled. 
The primate was appointed president in absence of 
the Chancellor, and the two archbishops with any 
third creature of their own, formed a quorum of "the 
committee for public aflFairs," who assumed the en- 
tire management of ecclesiastical matters, then the 
chief if not the whole of public business. Perhaps 
the most detestable feature in tiie proceedings of this 
execrable committee was the system of espionage 
they carried into private life. An example will best 
illustrate the remark. Robert Kerr of Kersland hav- 
ing been forced to go abroad with his family, his 
lady returned to Scotland to arrange some little pri- 
vate business. He followed secretly, and to his great 
grief found her sick of a fever when he arrived, yet 
durst not lodge in the same house, but was wont to 
visit her stealthily in the evenings. Robert Cannon 
of Madrogat, a base spy, who hypocritically attended 
the secret meetings of the persecuted, at a time when 
he knew Kersland would be waiting on his sick 
lady, made application to Lauderdale for a warrant 
to apprehend Mr. Jolm Welsh, represented as then 
keeping a conventicle in her chamber. A friend of 
her's who was with the Commissioner when he re- 
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ceived the informatioiiy assured him that it was false, 
as she knew that Lady Kersland was very unwelL 
The warrant, however, was granted, but with ex- 
press instructions from Lauderdale that the sick lady 
should not be disturbed if no conventicle appeared 
in the house. 

A party came — ^there was no conventicle — and 
they were departing ; but the reptile informer had 
told one of them that when any strangers came into 
the room, Kersland was wont to secrete himself be- 
hind the bed. He, accordingly, stepped direct to the 
place, and drawing the gentleman from his conceal- 
ment, ordered him to surrender his arms. Kersland 
told him he had no arms but the Bible — the sword 
of the Spirit: — which he presented to him. He was 
immediately made prisoner. When led away, his 
wife displayed great composure, and besought him 
to do nothing that might wound his conscience out 
of regard for her or her cliildren, repeating earnestly 
as he left her — *^ No man having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God." 

Before the council, he undauntedly defended the 
patriotic " rising" at Pentland, as a lawful effort m 
defence of their liberties; on wliich he was immedi- 
ately ordered to prison. When being carried off, the 
Chancellor sneeringly asked him what it was his 
lady said to him at parting? He replied "he did 
not exactly remember." " Then I will refresh your 
memory — she exliorted you to cleave to the good old 
cause; — ^ye are a sweet pack!" He was ^fter this 
imprisoned in different jails for several years, till at 
last, being ordered into close confinement in Glas- 
gow tolbooth, to be kept there during the archbish- 
op's pleasure) who had a personal dislike at him, % 
dreadful fire most opportimely broke out in the town, 
which threatening the prison, the populace with in- 
stinctive humanity released all the inmates; aCnd 
Kersland among the rest regained his liberty.* He 

* "Nov. 3, 1677. The fire brake up in Glasgow in the heid of 
the Solt-mercat, on the right, near the cross, which was kyndied 
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then went to Holland, the common asylum for Protes- 
tant sufferers, and died at Utrecht, in November, 1 680. 
Perhaps a more flagrant and vexatious example 
of the harassment to which honest individuals were 
then exposed can scarcely be given, than that o( the 
venerable Kirkton the historian. He was walking 
along the High Street of Edinburgh at mid-day, in 
the month of June, when — ^but we shall let him tell 
his own tale — ^^ he was very civilly accosted by a 
young gentleman. Captain Carstairs, attended by an- 
other gentleman and a lackey. Carstairs desyred to 
speak a word with him, to which he answered he 
would wait upon him; but because he knew not to 
whom he spake, he quietly asked the other gentleman 
(James Scott of Tushielaw) who this young gentleman 
might be ; but Scott answered with silence and star- 
ing. Then Mr. Kirkton perceived he was prisoner 
among his enemies, but was very glade they carried 
him to a private house, and not to the prison, which 
they were very near ; but they carried him to Car- 
stairs' chamber, ane ugly dark hole, in Robert Alex- 
ander, messenger, his house. As soon as ever he was 
brought intone house, Carstairs abused him with his 

by a malicious boy, a smith's apprentice, who being threatened, or 
beatt and smittin by his master, in revenge whereof setts his work- 
bouse on fyre in the night-tjone, being in the backsides of that fore- 
street, and flyes for it It was kindled about one in the morning ; 
and having brunt many in the backsyde, it breaks forth in the fore 
streets about three of the morning ; and then it fyres the street over 
against it, and in a very short tyme burned down to more tiu^n the 
mids of Ihe Salt-mercat; on both sydos fore and back houses were 
all consumed. It did bum also on that syde to the Tron Church, 
and two or three tenaments down on the heid of the Gallowgate. 
The heat was so great, that it fyred the hprologe of the tolbooth 
(there being some prisoners in it at that tyme, amongst whom the 
Laird of Carsland was one, the people brake open the tolbooth-doors 
and sett them free); the people made it all their work to gett out 
their goods out of the houses; and there was little done to save 
houses till ten of the cloke,' for it burnt till two hours afternoon. It 
was a great conflagration and nothing inferior to that which was in 
the yelr 1652. The wind changed several tymes. Great was the 
cry of the poor people, and lamentable to see their confusion. It 
was remarkable that a little before that tyme, there was seen a great 
fyre pass through these streets in the night-tyme, and strange 
Yoioos heard in some parts of the city.**'Ziatiy*« Memorialif p. 135. 
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tongue, and pusht him till be got him into his own 
chamber, which made the people of the house weep. 
After he hade got him into his ugly chamber, he sent 
away Scott and Douglass, his lackey, (as Mr. Kirktoa 
supposed) to fetch his companions; but as soon as 
they were alone, Mr. Kirkton askt him what he 
meant? what he would doe with him? Carstairs 
answered, sir, you owe me money. Mr. Kirkton a^ 
him whom he took him to be, denying he owed him 
any thing. Carstaires answered, are not you John 
Wardlaw? Mr. Kirkton denied, telling him who he 
was indeed. Then Carstaires answered, if he were 
Mr. Kirkton he hade nothing to say to him. Mr. 
Kirkton askt him who he was. He answered he was 
Scott of Erkletone, whom indeed he did much resem- 
ble, but spoke things so inconsistent, Mr. Kirkton 
knew not what to think; for if Carstaires had de- 
signed to make him prisoner, he might easily have 
done it before. But after they hade sta3red together 
about half an hour, Mr. Kirkton begane to think Car- 
staires desired money, and was just beginning to make 
his oflfer of money to Carstair^ when Jerviswood, 
Andrew Stevenson, and Patrick Johnston came to 
the chamber-door, and called in to Carstaires, asking 
what he did with a man in a dark dungeon, and all 
alone? Mr. Kirkton finding his friends come, tooke 
heart *Now,' sayes Mr. Kirkton to Carstaires, 
* there be some honest gentlemen at your door, who 
will testifie what I am, and that I am not John Ward- 
law; open the door to them/ < That will I not^* 
sayes Carstaires, and with that layes his hsuid on his 
pocket-pistol! ; which Mr. Kirkton perceiving, thought 
It high time to appear for himself, and so clapt Car- 
staires close in his armes; so mastering both his hands 
and his pistoll, they struggled awhile in the floor; 
but Carstaires being a feeble body, was borne back 
into a corner. The gentlem^i without hearing the 
noise, and one crying out of murther, burst quickly 
the door open (for it hade neither key nor bolt,) and 
so entered, and quietly severed the strugglers, tho' 
without any violence or hurt done to Carstaires. 
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"As soon as Mr. Kirkton and the gentlemen had left 
Carstau-es alone, Scott, his companion, came to him, 
and theyjresolved not to let it goe so, but to turn their 
private violence into state service ; and so to Hatton 
they goe with their complaint; and he upon the story- 
calls all the Lords of the councill together, (tho' they 
were all at dinner,) as if all Edinburgh had be6n in 
armes to resist lawfuU authority, for so they repre- 
sented it to the councill: and he told the councill 
when they were conveened that their publick officers 
hade catcht a fanatick minister, and that he was res- 
cued by a numerous tumult of the people of Eldin- 
burgh. The cotmcill tryed what they could, and 
examined ail they could find, and after- all could dis- 
cover nothing upon which they could fasten. Mr. 
Kirkton had informed- his friends that it was only a 
reall robbery designed, and that indeed mopey would 
have freed him, if Carstaires and he hade finished 
what he begime to offer; and the cotmcil could find 
no more in it, and so some councillors were of opin- 
ion. But Bishop Sharpe told them that except Car- 
staires were encouraged, and Jerviswood made an 
example, they needed never think a man would fol- 
low the office of bunting fenaticks; and upon this 
all those who resolved to follow the time and please 
bishops, resolved to give Sharpe his will. So the 
next cotmcill-day, after much high and hot debate in 
the councill, Jerviswood was fyned 9000 merks — 
[£562. 10s. sterling, a grievous sum in those days] — 
(3000 [jei87. 10s.] of it to-be given to Carstaires for 
a present reward;) Andrew Stevenson was fyned 
1500 merks [^692. 15s.]; and Patrick Johnston in 
1000 [£62, 10s.]; and all tiiree condemned to ly in 
prison till Mr. Kirkton was brought to relieve them.'^ 

It would be difficult to find -language to designate 
this transaction. Kirkton furthcF informs us that it 
occasioned " great complaining,'^ and " all the reason 
the councill gave of their severe sentence was, that 
they found Jerviswood guilty of resisting authority 
by Captain Carstaires' production of his warrand 
before the councilL But tins did not satisfie men of 
VOL. I. 26 
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reason; for, first, it was thought unaccountable that 
a lybell should be proven by the single testimony of 
ane infamous accuser against tJie declaration of ihree 
imquestionable men, and all the witnesses examined. 
Next, Carstaires' producing a warrand at the coun- 
cill table, did not prove that he produced any war- 
rand to Jerviswood, and, indeed, he produced none 
to him, because he had no warrand himself at that 
time; as for the warrand he produced, it was \vrit 
and subscribed by Bishop Sharpe after the deed was 
doiie, tho' the bishop gave it a false date long before 
the true day.^^ What infuriated the council, was the 
deep interest the inhabitants of Edinburgh took in 
this foul business; when it came before them, the 
passages to the Council-chamber were crowded with 
anxious inquirers; and it was debated at the council- 
board, whether all who were in the lobby should be 
imprisoned or not ; — ^it was decided not, only by one 
voice. 

[1677.] Prelatic inveteracy was not, however, 
bounded by Scotland, it pursued into other.countries 
those who found among foreign Protestants that free- 
dom of conscience denied them at home. Messrs. 
Robert Macwaird and Mr. John Brown, two eminent 
ministers, who had sought refuge in Holland, having 
been requested by the other Scottish refugees to 
exercise their sacred function among them at -Rotter- 
dam, the states-general were instantly required by 
Charles to dismiss them from their territories; and, 
in order to escape a war with England, were forced 
to comply with the tyrant's demand, yet not till -they 
had afforded their respected guests an opportunity of 
disposing of th^ir effects to the best advantage, arid 
looking out for another asyhim. 

The persevering rancour of Charles, and the reluc- 
tance of the states, occasioned a protracted discussion 
of two days in their senate ; and Sir William Temple 
declared that it had been the hardest piece of nego- 
tiation he had ever entered upon. Its issue was pro- 
ductive of a nobler and more durable testimony to 
the worth of the persecuted exiles, than could other- 
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wise have been procured, and will h^d down to 
posterity the everlasting remembrance of these right- 
eous men, while the memory of the worthless mon- 
arch shall rot. The states entered on their record a 
resolution, importing that " the foresaid three Scots- 
men have not only not behaved and comported them- 
selves otherwise than as became good and faithful 
citizens of these states, but have also given many in- 
dubitable proofs of their zeal and aflfection for the 
advancement of the truth, which their High Migh- 
tii)esses have seen with pleasure, and could have 
wished that they could have continued to live here 
in peace and security." Besides which, each receiv- 
ed a separate testimonial on their departure. The 
following is a copy of 4he one put into the hands of 
Colonel Wallace;—" The States-General of the Uni- 
ted Netherlands, to all and every one who shall see 
or read these presents, health: Be it known and cer- 
tified Jthat James Wallace, gentleman, our subject, 
and for many years inhabitant of this state, lived 
among us highly esteemed for his probity, submission 
to the laws, and integrity of manners. And therefore 
we have lesolved affectionately to request, and here- 
by do most earnestly request, the Emperpr of the 
Romans, ^nd all Kings, Republics, Princes, Dukes, 
States, Magistrates, qr whomsoever else our friends, 
and all that shall see these presents, that they receive 
the said James Wallace in a friendly manner when- 
ever he may come to them, or resolve to remain with 
them, and assist him with their counsel, help, and aid; 
testifying, that for any obliging, humane, or kindly 
offices done to him, we shall be ready and forward 
to return the favour to them and their subjects when- 
soever an opportunity offers. For the greater con- 
firmation whereof, we have caused these presents to 
be sealed with our seal of office, and signed by the 
President of our Assembly, the sixth day of the month 
of February, in the year one thousand six hundred 
and seventy-seven.^' 

Colonel Wallace was . afterwards forced to liurk 
about the borders of France or the Netherlands, 
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whence he addressed to " the Lady Caldwell, widow 
of William Mure of Caldwell," the following letter, 
which I give as a specimen of the seditious corres- 
pondence he was accused of holding with the fana- 
tics : — 

" Elect Lady and my worthie and dear Sis- 
ter, — Your's is come to my hand in most acceptable 
tyme. It seems that all that devils or men these 
many years have done (and that has not been lytle) 
against yow, to dant your courage, or to make yow, 
in the avoweing of your master and his persecuted 
interests, to loore your sailes hes prevailed so lytle, 
that your fayth and courage is upon the groweing 
hand, ane evidence indeed to yout persecuters of per- 
dition, hot to yow of salvation, and that of God. It 
seems when yow at first by choyce tooke Christ by 
the hand to be your Lord and portion, that yow wist 
what yow did; and that notwithstandeing all the 
hardnesses yow have met with in bydeing by him, 
your heart seems to cleave the faster to him. This 
sayes yow have been admitted into much of his com- 
pany and fellowship. My sowle blesses God on your 
behalf who hath so caryed to yow, that I think yow 
may take those words, amongst others, spoken to 
you — ^^Yow have contuiued with me in my aflic- 
tions; I appoint unto yow a kingdom.' It seems 
suffering for Christ, loseing any thing for him, is to 
yow your glory — ^is to yow "your gayn. More and 
more of this spirit maye yow enjoye, that yow 
may be among the few (as it was said of Caleb and 
Joshua) that followed him fullie — among the over- 
comers, those noble overcomers, mentioned Revel, ii. 
and iii. — among those to whom only (as pickt out 
and chosen for that end) he is sayeing, * Yow are my 
witnesses.* Lady and my dear sister, I am of your 
judgement; and I blesse his name that ever he count- 
ed me worthie to appear in that roll. It is now a 
good many years since the master was pleased to 
even me to this, and to call me forth to appear for 
him; and it is trew these fortie years bygone (as to 
what I have mett with fn>m the world) I have been 
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as the people in the wilderness; yet I maye saye it 
to this howre, I never repented my ingadgements to 
him, or any of my oneings of him; yea, these rebates 
to say so I gott from men, wer to me my joye and 
"^crowne, because I know it was for his sake I was so 
dealt with; and this, it being for his sake, I was ready 
in that case (as Christ sayes) when men had taken 
me upon the one cheek for his sake, to turn to them 
the other also. Never was I admitted to more neer- 
ness, never was my table better covered, then since 
I left Rotterdam. Let us take courage and goe on 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, endureing hardnes. 
for more fayth ! for more fayth among his peo- 
ple ! As to this people, there is nothing to be seen 
in their waye that is promiseing of any good; bot on 
the contrar. 0! I feare the Lord hes given them 
up tmto their owne heart's lusts. They doe indeed 
walke in their owne coimsels. That same spirit of 
persecution, and these same principles, that are among 
you, are heir; bot as God is faythfuU, they shall be 
all brocken to pieces and turned backe with shame 
that hate Zion. Way t but a ly tie ; they are diggeing 
the pit for themselves. The Lord hath fotmded Zion, 
and the poore of the people shall trust in it. Let us 
mynd one another. My love to all friends whom 
yow know I love in the Lord. God's grace be with 
yow, and his blessing upon your lytic ones whom 
he hath been a ^«thpr to. Tri him I rest. Your's as 
formerly, 

«Ja. Wallace." 



END OF VOLUME I. 
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